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our Lord,the fole Redezmer, and S2u1our 
of the W orld; fince 1t ay mes at Not bing 
els,bur his glory ww bich wi:h intoite mer- 
CY, he hath Vouchiated to Þ lace, In te CcX- 
change of | ove, with mortal! Manes Thy 
feite fand UC GIONG, A! © chathapp! Crea- 
fuſe, TINT byiths ao nu PGant toud of h15 
Grace, wrt hace anlet fu: ,nrough 
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tO that other g; thy Afton: pion, inthe or 
mes of ihy molt buloucd 5061nc, Oluiter 
} bis Creatures, | 
Grand: of thine, tobeftiilfo vniike ther 
mother; a5to difper{c,and 61ih pate then= 
lelugs, by tzorainvate Love, vpon the 
tranfitory obiects uy world, Its 1n- 
ouTh, 1t 15706 much, that hitherto, we 
hav: defied onr Wenabd that forlaking 
klic cluere, VAtroubled [pring » of diuwine 
Beauty, wenbe bene miſerably glad , to 
itthe, and drowne our felovs / whillt y ct 
we are the workes of his Hands, and the 
1oV Of his Hart /INn the ; muday pooles of 
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| proane 


- 


Who 21c .,.to0 2GO0P fe 


OO _— . 


—  — --. 


WEN ATORY. 

groane 1n thy (cred eare>: {ome of yes,yn- 
der the {erutls jus ot uy elent {1 1n2s; and 
ſome others, yr.der the lad efforis., and 
conlequences of oir former wickednos; 
hncs we arc tull of weak; rowards 
good work<s, and of an aucrion from 
joytuliy and pertectly compiiing, wih 
the: (uperexce!icnt ; wilc , 264d holy will 
of God. Dcemaund of that God 0 brains 
ot thy Sonne; that he will pria: hi viette 
fit vpon our Soules; that fo ( 'Og L 

ous Quu-C 12,0 thou molt certaitic £ om= 
fort of the Aﬀlicted) we may be ui{char- 
ced by thy prayers, trom theft: chaynes,. 
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WUention;or ſuch a Treaturer, ns 150 Memoryyy 
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Are alljefteriid. Verum, or hating line, 15 the 


Obiectof he V nderitaylng ,, e& ihe OQbicct of the 
Wil,z Bonito? ; hat mOmeNes Goou. | he Act which 
the Vnde;itadingerercte h, rowards hs Oh: ect oj 
Tiut I}, is OW lediog; for the Y nderita Mate 
doth eaer dejire to brow ; > that which '5 excrcited (y 
the Wil cords 'Pg ( > biedct of God, [ cu. \f01 | 
Creatnroiirhich cl; K TIN ECErrIrT: 0 4 de 4 cot; j:.20 
WH; God, or of [eat which fecinerh 2 Dod to 117 
And mdred ut 1217 be trily {ayd , 'f ut be dr creetty 
vnderftood, that here 48 319 creature 4s all which bach 
no'4 out, tha! nt lobes tfter. 


Ewen all he manmate Cicatures, &3 m0 


A reſtles difti "4 tore prope is "be tor » thy wh oF quilt 


thiches mpreſied vpou them, by the common Creator, 


of them, &> vs. Fire iyes vpward,. X Ear. 1 falls 
downeward:they are driven by tel welght, 

thev aſpire to their places. By j{urce Yom with 
hold them but if vou lean "0 '0 ther elues. vor hat 
quit tly (cr where they hae amd to he. Anil as the 
actual Love which arcaſonableciedtire bears lo my 
Obiect, 75 arcofred for the werent whirl» bogs care 
Tred to bistourneves end, Amor mMeus p ONUS MC, 
£0 feror, quocumque feror:/6 o the want or V 11- 
tis motiua of Inanimate Creatures, 7c wlll 
*6ounted, C Called ihe Lowe wht rs hes ter 
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es Sg aztFhcr -{-/ 
EY knowledg of Good & Bad,;ſo alſo mait henceds haue 
"E Zo] a more vaiuerſall, and noble meanes,ſor the reaching, 


& 4rrr1ang to theperfeftion of jo excelle;z; a naiure. 
From hence 4(ſ it comes, tha: 4s 1t 1s proper ta him, to 
apprehend his End , /o he muſt be enabled with all the 
meanes c14cing 104. This laft tid of mans perfett | 
& comple:e Bex'itude. So as the fTHE and p1dcubied 
Obiectof bs Will,s,mne bonum, which w All | 
GC 004. Ts Perjcitio (1497976 hb, of i folf tnplyeth, 
In dt} CIeaure, whic)cwun tſpriecherumco, to be, to 
liue,c> to know. Sorbatef any man be ed, whe- 
ther he;yold be 144 ro Beto Liuegto Know, cc to 
be Happ ,, be camo: doubt of it, though be would, | 
vuleſſehe were out of us wits, then un efſect,he woul4 
be no man . Now, Beacitudo (« ſaith Boetius) eſt 
by ſtatus, omnium bonorum aggregatione perte- 
. (e) Confef. tus. And (c)S. Auguſtine ſaith, Thar If any man 
 kb,a062 ould beasked, whether he would be happy, 
or no;all the world would fay yea; as all the 
world if it were asked , whether it would re- 
10Jce or no, \would be ſure to ſay thatit would 
fayne Rewyce; which zoy if it be true & coplere, 
& wi:iout pothtvility of muration, is nothing 
el: but meere Beairrude. But thig,im the meane time, j 
25 emayne, cy finall, yntuerſall end of man. And fro | 
hence it neceſſarily followes ; That man ſeeing many | 
particul.ers propoſed tohim, as means coducyng to tht, 
end,is not neceſſarily carried towards this, or that par- 
ticular meanes which inany tymes arecontrary to one 
another becat{che apprehends the not,to beneceſſary, 
or not perh.a4ps (0 much as fit, for his End, to which 4= 
tone , his deſirers necefcarily carried. 
- Hence flowes the yſe & exerciſe of Free-Will, 
0 | | wherby 
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ynder which, many partciiiets Are Co ichens 

ded. And\o, toi as much as the acts convitin 
thoſe pa: tici1}: [5 QuTIC ngott whichthere 1s none 
which can 0173 1 ihe power of an yitiert all, 
there renaineith a kind of inclination of the 
Wil, vanch cartieth it ſelie nideterm retely to 
ſceueral tines, For ron a dere mich a man con- 
Ceales 0; Peal. 7 7 DLITS) 10C.2;.UAU 3 ainut thoſe 
thimos. wh {reme to corduce vn. 08t and at length, 
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the re/olis ro 0 taht the ptr 11% ahh proceeds f1h 
his willmoneso be conmetled. if guy chirg be thortere 
apprehended. rccordt 14 rs il obofet phrticnls savivecls 
773.07 we {oe AS 4 C020 EP gots 15 MH VIE- 
ceſſarily mono them, And [16 nence 47 4147 008 
doih ncceſſ.crily deftre Beotituc ec, i 171 15 4 STRf2 
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pre, ented to1!, inter accon dit tg nt? uriuoult con- 
ain i that, that anccber, may hathen <f- 
Prez {IP IF Re of 27 20+ CLE 27S, Tut JN the 
eng ae jeiof moreover”. an : then i; 71.40! 15 C47 = 
reed toro ds 1 acoon?; ie fore-, . Aerwhen he | 
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_— ſome particular circumFance , and not of another, as 
when a man will needs borrow money, withour thnk = 
zng how he shall be able 0 Yep tt 7 And thirdly, T, 
may happen, by the drſpoſuion of 06114717 nd at ih.0t 
tyme; becauje (according to Ariitotle) As any man 
1s in himſelte, fich doth his end then f{ceme, to 
him to be. And ſoweſec,that thewil of 4 man & no- 
wed tow; ds any tug, af. er avery different manner, 
zhen he i much tranſported by choller , to what be i, 
when he u quiet. 

But,the whnle.at eaſily appeares, how noble theſe two 
Faculnes are, of che / nderiti ding & the 117, of 
how greedy ana earnesl they will be ſure to be, in flying 
with a fierce kind of appoiiie,toraids their ſexerallob- 
zects. And as « man Cano! f ale wo be htppy according 
to his mayne dire, if theſe j.rnlito; be well addrej- 
ſed, by the parnculer meaines whictz conduce 104t;, $9 
by an diſorder which they fail mto , their Maijier 
growethto be miſerable. Such d3{arder vſeth to ariue, 
ypon the allurement of ſom? parcicular obiects, aud 
the cloſe quarter whichis kept, berwweene the ynder- 
itading, & the will, which arc not only neere nergh- 
bours, but greater friends, then many would perhaps 
zmagine, and (0 they mare amaghty umpreſion yp9n ; 
one another. Ana howſoexer, tor 45 much as concernes 
the generall,, and finall obieit , which is Beatitude, 
though neither of them, can any more perſiwade the 0 
#ber to erre willzngly, then ut ſeifecan be ſubict therin 
20 errour; yet, hic & nunc , when (here ts qute;/401 of 
the partcular addreſſe, or nicanes, there vje: to grow 
much abuſe. And a,if the ynderitan4ing looke vpor 
'hnngsm a falſelight , or (as #1 were 11176719) the fin= 
Yrs, 0! through a pare of l; to S pecia es, 1. wil ſay 
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shreavdly ro the vw. all, by way of mnductug tt 10 7mb1 Ace 
a erroneau beliec, fo if the will beſtifly eng.cged, v- 
po che earne;i fone of au appare, file good, instecd of 
a iriconcgoherby any habit acqaared:or bythe ves 
hemecy of ſoine tept ation, or by the rmiporency of ſome 
pajion,0r el by the {wrprije of ſomedelightſul obrect, or 
the the gt doth,0ty lymes fo worle, or un vpon the 
vnderttading, as fro mabert roche tonntnds the ſet- 
Io of wiched © viniush dures wherby Chriſt our Lord 
1.7 beciu tid, Barabbas dijcharecd:the creature 
my bermb;aced. c> the God of al creatures be rate - 


— -_. a ww 


(ed. For thus, {arth (e' S, Auguttine, are finncs (e) Conf, 
communted., Wien thou, O God art torſaken, ' 7+ © & 


O thou tountaine of Ie, who art the ſoleand 
tru2 creatour of al things, & whe, by a tooltth, 
and particular pride ot appetite , We grow to 
Lowe that, wiiich is but a part of the whole,and 
which withall is talte. But by botble deuorion, 
we rcturne totiiee againe; & thou do!t cleanſe 


. 2 . _ 
y< from Our ell cuttome:and art mercitull to 


the tinnes of ſich as contelle them; and thomw 
heareſt the g1oanes of thy priſoners; and doſt 
take off the ferters which we made for our 
{clues. But {o.:- that yet we mnt no more ad- 
uance the proud hornes of talle [tberty, againtÞ 
thee ; through a couetous deſire of enioying 
more, Whici: w1l proue to be the lofſe of what 
wehauc already; we louc our oWne preten- 
ded private good, more then thee, who art the 
common goud c ..'], 

So that now we (ee, how necel[.” + ul be for vs 
to take jome courſe, jor the 0019/11; of theſe two ex- 
wemes which, onthe one (ide, is our [clues, and on the 

| other 


other,o:ur finall Endor Bearivude by /o.e meanes ; 
which maybe both ſweet cs fron, tocwa df he enter- 
t4)nmeg, & imploying of theſe faculiies, cf powers 
of ours; that ſo wemuy ve jecured , from: looſing our 
way, 104 1077, nepse7nd , 1rhul, dv: ( much :mport. 
For the errcarsof the ynder anding are da- | 
gerotism a high degree. Tothe vnagtlianding 7t fiſt | 
belvzzgs, to ſpeciſy, er P. efent all parricuicis ro the | 
wili:and if ho:be 41635, ch diſentſe, the manu like 
to ben ill cult. For te 41. tran beving , and blind 
facul y,whichd: courſe b , . batexcentes, tf 1 lists, 
mm conformity o; wha: & 6jered,by be 1 nderttading, 
and therfore ut ,451f 11 had nolije at ol nltheyn- 
derftanding, y2e 2. meate, 10 feece vpon;, which che 
takes at the bard therof , though 1t tepoyfon . The er- 
rowrs alſo of the will , are at leas!, as dangerous as 
thoſe 91hers: for this wthe ſeat, and Cc.er of the Af- | 
fettwons, and ut # both extremely lrborinus , & wahall P 
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very lickertsh «f.er all the deliohtfull obu cu mhich it 
loobes yon. And for hſtenmmg, © 002mg wt orowes firs] | 

70 che.pmng, et then ih mm; 3 by the diſorder, © 
diſtepered heate therdf, it bloiwe: with pchcme! defure v> | 
pon them . And ſo 1! 1a+ſeh adult ao iheeve of the 
vnderſ*miing, whe1by ii made , as blind almost,as 
the blind will ut ſelfe . Aud whe: by: growes perſua= 
ded. that bow deere ſucter that cotierſer ware do cot, 
it may proue 4 kind of ſauing bargame to ys,m theend. | 
| Now, what @ caſe are we therfore 11,3 our 1 out, | 

being lo reſiles a thing, as: is,c> (ovefolued, obeener 
feeumy vpen: {owe obrect or other , 1 ner iha :0be | 
ſuch a one, as bejdes the endles torye of the nex: life, i 

C4aN Newer brug P*< fo any ir: reſt 112 thrst For the foule 
FAB NeHETTESE m1; 1h pc þ*jSron vl f [408v04 @ f 4J CT e4- | 
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ture . The reaſon beerof 15 plane becauſe the vel of 
any thing conjiſteth in the attayming CT 1110911: of thar 
laft end , to which it was ordayved , in the c eatton 
therof. And therfore the ſoulevf man berio m..de for 
the fru1:201 of God, whoſe glortons viſto, wo ly able ta 
»14ke Vs fay,It1 IS INOUF (1; what meruaile vs it, that 
x: can take noliſting 15 ve contentment , wn any thmg 
which us lejre then Gud ? 

The heb S. Beinard ſarth heerypon, to thy efſeR- 
It «no meruaile that the ſoule of man canncuer be (a- 
tified with the poſieſrons, bonus, Ef fle:ſtrcs of this 
world . For ihe {.ule deſires peed ypen ſuch xz meat, 
a5 may Cari y Propuitiontonie fe. Now, the entertat- 
mentsof! hu fe, Carry 19 propor bon at all ro the ſoule, 
m the w. 1) of : TUM 2: entrere (ati ico. For ime {oule 
T (pirttu.'ll, Go mmorialland all theli 1h7t, aie et- 
ther tempor all,or carnall. tud ihe rerc ts ue urho were 
re:d; to ſtarue ſor lackeof meate, ion be ridiculous 
zf he Should thi.ke to kill bt; hungar by 001.00 Aims 
dow, > gaping there like (ome Commlien,to take in 
the ayre awhuch ayre xs 1:10 cope ent and pi. portior.tble 
food, for a body of flech & b1 ud, aſt ſo x man who bat 
pretend to ſatwſy © > f:.{fill rhe deſires of 4 ove © 
mmmortal |: ubitace as we k::0w the ſorle:obe by jee- 
ding fowly vpon the C.:rr101 0] Corporal! thmyes, 15 at 
leait as very a joole as the former. And be' desbn fully, 
& bu loſſeof [ thour tn the meane t1me, he wil. hee: af + 
ter,grow 10 ſuffer byz:, ſo much more he theo hery, as 
the cternall da:tation of a ſorls.is : mutrer incoparAably 
more confiderable, then the death of amoriall body. 

No; "ts God alvve, who can quech the aifing e ap< 
Petrie of Fu 1eajonable creatures He alone m.dethe 
tv!) ale world for VS. C3 ps fur hym{elt ; 07 > he nl, 1 047 
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Cenicr,@7 place of reſt . He only # that fir# Truth, 
which or vnderttading 59; I4 aſpire to kn OW: & 
the only Good, which orr Will howld be ſymnflamed 
zo Loue. And becatſe as hath vene C:d,the queſtion u, 
bur of the Mcancs, wherby we muſt end to this moſt 
perſed End :audfor that, os Fe trearmery of our ſeſes, 
we are induced to place own 11h CPC fecttas therof 
ppon dage: 015, VICIOUS © b.uct ,:. x ihortore hat T 
am procutt:g tojet iu enebeſs; ev rium uy ihe moſt 
ſtroz, er jweet, > perject 20ancs, which 147 not 
only inme,vir aft vs 0 aumiribly otheroijſe, {0- 
wards the arias io 17 12. End, 

The lene winch te.cdes to this faare full point, & 
the way which gaades vs to thes eteinall habitation , z8 
that top of beatity, and excellency, Tefus Chriſt our 
Lord:ypenihumif we cauperſwade our ſcluesto ſa- 
ften the rooces of alloy Loue , :ve 5hall not only be 
h.zppy there, but ect beere. And to the end that we may 
configer the innumerable. ex inualuablereaſuns, which 
1e haue io lou this Lord of ours, 1 bauc Liboured first, 
fo shew the vnſpe.che.tble dignity of (216 per ſen; then 
tbe #:1t11telouc3t ſelferwhich je hath borne to vs, And 
thts 1 bane deduced put of the princapal miſteries of his 
mo#t ſacred liſt, > bitter death, as they have bene de 
Eucred to ys imbeuly.Scriprme. And al bongh whil:! ! 
treate of the Love of our Lord to v5,11 euery one of the 
particular mystertes, | do.alſo shew,the ſfrane oblig.t- 
t:0n mt wi we are caſt , of ret::rnmg love for lone 
#0 bin: yed | procureto dout more expreſiy, t0177ards the 
endof theb1Jþ im berwo laſt Chcpters. The holy ghoſt 
behewhoby {-ocetl; breathing po ory ſorules may 1n- 
#ble 1510 do thi: duty well which bath bene ſo hrgbly 
deſerued of vs, & which only # able 10 make p5bappy. 
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IESVS CHRIST, declared by ghewms 
his Gre.unes , as he s God. 


CHAP. 1. 


ERA >= HE Loucof our Lord Te- 
EE PAL ſus Chriit, ro rhis wretched 
(58 9/7; and wicked creature Man , 
DJ) >  {uch a Sea without any 
LENIN RATS) bottome, and ſuch 2 Swine 
FSC S JD without all Fclijie ; that 
[(@Y S& (C33 m_—_ gg 

ALE >..-* NOt only No lad nec Can 
reach it, muſt not {0 Much as any ec behiould 
It, as indeed itis. And w bake loeuer \We 
Iooke, either vp OrdeWne, or toWa.us any 
{ide, we thall tind our (clues OUSIWTOUBLI 

by the bulke, aud brighines thieteot . Now. 
becauſe the love of any one to any other , 4 
take a tincture, trom rhe quality of the per- 
ſons berweene whomei: paile>; - theretore = 

loye of our Lord to vs, 1s proued heereby , 
be intinite and 1 incompietcnt:ble, becauſe = 
dignity, and Maieity 60 perfon, 15 1ncom- 
pichenkible , and infinire. It will therefore be 
A arccliay 


(8) The 
1) quality of 
he per» 
ſos which 
lous each 
other, St» 
) ueth price 
and yalue 
to the l0+ 
ue it ſeife 5 


As 2 Of the loue of our Lord , 

neceſlary to declare ſome an of the excellen- 
cy of hisperſon . And for his ſake, who loued 
vs withtoeternall loue; I beg in this begin- 


- Ay ning, an exact attention. Becauſe (b) what I 
whyexa& am to ſay in this place (being the ground, 
attention, whereon the reſt of this diſcourſe mult riſe ) | 
7s heere will both giue it clearer light, and greater 


required, weight, and more certaine credit . Nor can 
any thing , which thallbe delivered in the 
rogrelle heerot, be ſo high, or deep, or wide, 
or hard ;to the beliefe whereot, the ſoule wil 
notbe able to flye, at ſull eaſe, and ſpeed , be- 
tweene the wings of faith and lone; when it 
conſiders and ponders well, who it 1s, of who 
we lſpeakec. 
Our Lord Teſus Chriſt { being perfect | 
God and perfect Man) as God , is the only | 
begotten eternall ſonne of his Father, and | 


> hn wholyequall to him. And becauſe .c\ heis | 
ot the Son Þ<gorten of him, by an act of YVnde: ſf.mding , 


of God, proceeding out of that inexauſted tountainc 
of his wiſedom (as if it were out of a wombe) 
he is therefore called the /3"iſedome begotten; the | 
Word, the Image, arid the Figure of his Father , | 
from whome , rogeather with the Sonne, the | 
Holy Ghc#t proceeds. And for as much asthe 
Father, could communicate to hi« Sonne, no 
othe. nature but his own; the Sonneis thertore 
1d) The Cnſtbitantiall wich the Father, and tru2 God, 
ef-nce of Wito only pollefleth immortality . 
Chriit our H1s Eſſence d\ is an infinite kind of thin 
Loro, as eternall, an immutable , which doth neces 
- be i God, laully exut; aud wherein, as in the ſoue:aigne 
| caule, 
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and Samour Teſts Chrift J 
cauſe, all other perte&tions arc contained after 
an ynſpeakably ſublume manner . And ſuch 
exccllency is relident in that molt fimple and 

ure Efence ot his, thathe 1s infinitly farre 
trom al necellity of any thing created towards 
the cc mplement of hiz owne bearitude . Now 
concerning the creatuies , they have no berg 
butby him ; or rather they haue it notſo pro- 
perly by him, as in him: Isany man, ſayth 5. 75b, x, 
Augultine, able co framehim{elle * Or is any ones} Conf, 6. 66 
the rernes, whereby our being, and lite 1wmetn 
rowards ys, drawne from any other roote then this, 
That thou, O Lord; dofſt frame vs? Thor, ro 
whome being and living, are not too ſeneral things, 
becauſe ſupremely to Be, and ſupremely :9 1.1ue , is 
the very ching urut ſelfe, which thou art ; for thou art 
ſupreme and art not changed - Andalite betorey 
{peaking , to God in the ſelte tame diicou;lc, 
he expietteth himſelte thus, in molt protound 
and yer molt eJegant manner : Tyou, O Lord, 
both ener leſt in thy [clfe, and nethmg dyecb in thee, 
becauſe thou art before all ages ; and before all that , 
which can euen be ſazd , to haue beene before + and 
thou art the God , and the Lord of all thy creatures . 
And m thy preſence, do ftand the cauſes of al thinges, 
which are pustable ; and even of all thinges which 
are changeable ,, the pnchangeable rootes 1emaine 
with thee; and the eternall reaſons of thinges do liue, 
whileſt yet the thinges themſelues, are but Tempora!!, 
and Irrationall . 'I hus fayth S. Auguſtine: and 
ſo infinite 1s the effence of God ; and ſo abſo- 
Lutly nothing are all thoſe chinges, whoſe bring 
Þ net denu;s from him. & conſerucd jn him . 
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4 Of the Loneof our Lord , 
(e) The Infinite alſo is his (e} Power, and 1t rea» 
powerof cheth to the making or changing of althole 
Chriſt our thinges, whicheither arc , or el» may be, 10 
Lorvas he jyorthily isbe called The Omnipotent . And not 
is G09 , only doth he create all the ſubitances ot them 
all; buthe dothſo truely, and ſo immediatly 
of himſclte, frame all their motions; that 
without his concourſe, not ſo much as any 
moatre of the ayre could ſtirre. And ypon his 
Ifs« 49 « thice f heſo conſerues the who! 
_w— ree fingers, heſo conſerues the whole ma- 
chine of the world; that it, but tor one mo- 
ment, he ſhould ſuſpend the influence which 
he giues, it would inſtantly runne headlon 
into that 4biſc of being Nothing , out of which 
1 was called, by his voyce. 
(&) What The f) whole race of mankind, is but 
a nothing * ſmoake, a shadow, a Dreame, ſauing that more 
the worid truly it delerues thename of Nothing, in reſpect 
is, in com- of him. No ball ypona Racket, no {ſtraw in 
pariſon of the middelt of a huge tornace , no poore 
God» withered leate, in the mouth of a deuouring 
tempeſt, can exyreſle the poucrty , and inni- 
Sap. 5, mity of all i Creatures ( if they were all 
> *4- purinto one) Wien once they thall be compa- 
_—— red with Almighty God. Anditall the things 
Tob 3 B which are created , haue not the proportion 
Plain. 72. of one withered leate , In compariſon of a 
whole world, what kind of thinges are thou 
and I ;andin, hat part of that leate ſhall we 
euer be able to fnd our ſelues ? The breath of 
Js. 39, the Nostrilsof the God of hoftes, makes the whole hea- 
wen to tremble. He wiſites the world m thunder, and 
earih-quakgs ; and wy ane huge poice of a whi, ling 
| | gempeſt ; 
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and Sautour Teſus Chrift . & 

tempeſt . and in the flune of 4 conſuming fire ;, and 
the multitude of all the Nartons, before him, 5shalbe 
as ſome dreme by ntght . Behold, our Lord 1s $tronce 
and mighty , he 4 pushof hae, and awhirle-wind, Iſa. nd 
which teares vp + and like the force of an ouerflawing. 
Ter which beares downe , whatſocuer ut touches . 
Hts yery lzoking vpon the earth, makes tt tremble , Tſal ©1093 « 
hrs touching of the Mount .ames, makes them ſmoake . 
Wis bead and hare, ave deſcribed by ſnow Cc wodl!; Apocery 
his face by the b:x4htmes of the Sunne ; his eyes by the 
flame.of fire, brs voyce , by the noiſe of many waiers 
and of huge thunder clps:& it ſends out of bu moth, 
a twoedged ſword . He can rule all nations win 2 
rod of lyon, and be can briaſe them, like a potrers 7% j- 
ſell. And be treads the preſſe of the wine of the fry of Pn 
bis wrath;and m h1srhigh this Tatle ts written: King EY 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords: in compariſon 
ot whome, all other Kinges are toyes. And 
ſo weſee, what is become ofa Pharao, a Nabu- ©* 0d. 14s 
chodonozor, a leſabell, a Herod, and a thouland png ” ME 
others, who haue fuicceeded them in finne. i : 
W hen therefore the day of God shall come , it will be Iſa. 13. 
cruell, and full of indignation , wrath, and fury; & | 
3: 5ball make the whole earch become a deſert , and is 
sballdeliner vp ſunners to be grounde to duſt . Such, I 
fay, is his Power, and ſuch will be his reuenge 
vpon the wicked , if they will needs be wic- 
ked; buthe deſires with admirable loue , and 
procures with a ſuthciency of grace, that all 
the wosld may beſaucd, if they will coope- 
Tate thetewith; and the wayes whereb; he 
doth it, arc admirable, becauſe his 217, dome 
Is as intunite as humſelte . 
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6 Of the loue of our Lord , : | 
In (8) yertue of this M7iſcdome , he | 


(s) The 
infinite doth moſt perteftly Eomprehend, not only 
wiſedome all the Creatures , which haue, or had, or 
of Chriſt eto hauc any beg, & = pr with all their 


our Lord Es" | | 
asbeis POWer and proprietc> ) but all others alſo, | 


God, Which by his omnipotency he might create, | 
= it he would. He beholds tuture things which | 
to him are preſent), with a-molt iteady eye. | 
He numbers all the Stars , and calleth gucry one of 
Iſa. 49 them by thetr names. He werghes our the windes , or 

Pl. 134 + f - ; : 
Torem. xo. be meaſures out all the waters . He ſees the ſecrets of 
Iſa. 40. 12, {arts at eaſe , He numbers all the paces of .ull our 
x. Paral, feet:all the adtons of all our hands , all the casts of all 
$9, 9. ourenes;althe wards of all our tongues.al the thoughts | 
'"— Jerem-Te of allourhbarts ; all the minuts of all our tyme > all :he | 
{ Jeb. uw. & dropps of the fea ; all the grayncs of the ſand.cy a!l the | 
| Ec cleſ \, partes, C motions , both mternal! , > externall, of 

«40 . : . 
"Pp all hzs Creatures , are numbred Cc diſpoſed , by him . 
Andal) this he doth, with one only eternall 
| act of his vnderſtanding . 

{ Nay he hath moreouer , the 1dez's, or 
| Formes of innumerable other worlds betore 
/ him; tor the compoſition, & di{polition,and 
| ornament wherof , he conceaueth. infinite 
wales, & meanes. He hath framed the partes 
of this world of ours , and of all the Dake 
conteyned therin , with ſuch exact perfecis, 
that nothing can either be added, or dimi- 
; ſhed , without making ireither leſle fazrein it 
| ſelte, or leſle fit for the other parts therof. The 
| very lealt of theſe things , he gouerneth with 
that depth of W3ſedome , and addrefſeth it to 
the ſrucrallends, by ſoc apt ,and admirable 
| Wayes 
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and $4:our Teſus Christ. ” 
| Wayes; that, notſo much, asa haire can fall 
fro a head;nora ſparrow Jight on the ground; 
nora fly, caneyther liue, or dye, bur by his 
carraga and prouidence ; & (*) euen that +14 md 
irtle miſerable thinge, doth ſerue as a part, 1... 
without Which the whole ( as hath beene by, op 
ſaid) would be lefle beauritull. Nothing hap- certaing 
pow to him by channce; nothing by (urprite; truth » 
ut all rhings are done by eternall Counccll, 
And ( which increaſeth the wonder ), al this 
15 determined, þy one ſimple act of his; with- 
out any deliberation at all; orthe interpoling 
of the leaſt delay ; and this ſo pertectly,and to 
tully , that having , with his owne intinite 
FWiſedome , contemplated his owne workes, 
by the ſpace of infinite ages , he could neuer (jy The 
tind , that any thing was not molt wiſcly infinite 
done ;norany thing which was capable ot goodneg 
the leatt amendment, or alteration . of Chit 
The (1) infinitenes of his Goodnes doth 9ur Lord, 
alſo appeare by innumerable wayes , but el- _— ” 
pecially by this . Thar although his diuine (4, 
Inftice be every whit as infinite as his Mercy; the mercy 
yer { his Mercy extending it ſelte tir{t to vs, of God 
euen out of his owne intrinſecall , eternall may be 
goodnes to vs, and vpon no originall motiue ſaydto be 
on ourparts ) his {&) Iaftice doth neuer exerci- $**Atef 
ſe, or imploy it ſelfe vpon his Creatures, but = _ 
by reaſon of ſome former expreſſe prouocation Shi yet 
from them , and therforeit js moſt truely ſaid oth are 
That hts mercy # aboue all his workes, and that the infinite , 
perdittos of Iſracll, ts from 3t ſelfe . What thall we F/al. 44 4 
ſay , in further proote of his Goodwes , but that ſe 14. 
A4 he 
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$ Of the Loue of our Lord, 
he hauing made vs all of nothing, and being 
I able with the ſame caſe, ro make amillion 
of better worlds then this ; he doth yer ſo 
| court & wooe vs to loue him, & to be intirely 
happy in him, as if himlelte might not beſo, 
m4 A we would be pleaſed to graunt his 
| ſuire. To theſe mrſerable vngracetull creatures 
of his , he doth fo deerly , ana {o many waies 
communicate himſelte, as that no one ofthe 
Fi doth cxilt , which doth not, in euery mo- 
þ \ ment of ryme, participate ot 1115 d1uine Goodnues, 
In moſt abundant and various manner. He 
ſcekes vs when we are loſt ; he calls vs when 
| we goealtray; heimbraceth vs as ſoone as we 
fot diſpoſe our ſejucs to returne , notwithitan- 
1 ding the millions of finnes , which we may 
'; OQ The hauecomurred againſt nim. He I|'maxes him- 
|, givers fe[fallina{lro ys; now perlorming the orice 
+ fl of a King by commaunding; now of a Cap- 
God com. 212e by conduct.ng ; now of a Mother by 
| munica- cherithing ; andcontinually ofa Paſtour by 
-j Cethhis feeding V+; fom2rymes with Comtorts, wher- 
; Mmuiſtzries by we may be incouraged ; and ſometimes by 
gov3, Crofles, through the ouercomming wherof , 
we may be fortified and refined . Norm) is 
; fm) Con: there any one inſtant in this whole lite of 
| =_T Urs , Wierin by vertue of his former grace, 
i withoreae 10 2 not cuen by ſome act of our very 
Cn; thought alone ) acquire new degrees 0! grace 
for it is of (45 Will be ſhed more largely afceri ard) 
vnſpeaka- to ceuery one of which degrees, a ſcucrall de- 
Ble com» fgr2e of Ctern..' alory in heaucn , doth corrcſ< 
fore, pond; 2n:icuery oug of which degrees of glo- 
ry 
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and Sautour Teſus Chris . 9 
ry (mougy itthould laſt buttor an inſtat'1s in- 
comparabiy more worth, them ali the plealu- 
res, and tirca{ures, and honous, whick cuer 
were, or W4ll be taſted in thts word, by all 
the race of man, but wee ne cieation of 4- 
dim, and the day of Judgment. 1t vc cou der 
this truth as we ought; and it God, (3 1.. i: Ct- 
cy Will inable vero tevie tin our Very harts; 
vve thall inf{tantly adinyue rhe infinite hibeall 
gooducsof hi divine Maiclty , who would 
notſo much as permit any eull at all in the 
world, it it were not to deriue more good 
from thence, then otherwile would haue ac- 
crewecd, without that euil}: For all thiyees do C:0- 
pera:c!o ihe goodot Gols ſernants, as S, Paul athr- 
mes; and S. Argrſtine inter;eth thereupon , 
That even our very [ines when they are torfaken 
do cooperaete,as feruing toinflame vs with grea- 
ter loue ot God, and conſeqtently they be- 
ſpeake tv: vs, more reſplundent thrones of 
elory, m 42 kingdome of Heauen : then, 
without ihole finnes, we {kenld- hauc hai. 
Se .otiiacte, av, is the goodnes of God, and 
ſo ee [juvent his love, as will turther ver ap- 
Deare , by thar which tollowes, Wictby ce 
exccilenc, of t:c {oe of Cluilt our Lord, as 
Man, 1s to be declared. 
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Of the Loue of our Lord, 


16 
The Loue of our Lord Teſw, as he is Man, ws much 


commended to vs, by the conſideration of the 
Excellency of his Soule , 


CHAP. 2. 


InCE the dignity of the Soule of Chriſt 

g our Lord, is agreatpart of the ground of 

his immenſe Joue to Man ( as will be thewed 
particularly afterward) it may heer come fitly 

1n, to pointatthe ſupreme excellency of this 

Soule . Firlt therefore it muſt be taken tor 
graunted, that Chriſt our Lord had an Vnder- 

ttanding which was created, at that inſtant, 

when he was endued with a true and natu:all 

ſoule of man. Heereupon it talloweth, that 

he had a knowledge alſo which was created , 8 

which was diſfin& from his diuine knowledge, 

&: Syw0d, This truth was thus declared by Pope Agatho: 
A, 6.7 We publich and confeſe, that the uwo Natures of 
$ Christ our Lord , and ech of them , had the naturall 
proprietyes, which reſpethuely belonged 10 ſuch naturs. 

And the Councell of Cakedon doth in like ſort 

define : That be tooke to bim(ſelfe, a perfet reaſons- 

ble ſoule, without the want of any propriety belonging 

zo ſuch a one;and that in all thinges, 1t was ike to that 

of ours, extepting ſine. There was anciently in- 

deed, anhereſy ofcertaine perſons, who were 

called Gnoſtici, as S. Irenew relates, Affirming 

Irow- lib.x, that Chrifiour Lord was-3gnorant of many thinges , 
eduer, har. and that helearned many thinges, vnder the direition 


cog 17 +» of ſome Maiiter , 45 other men might doe. And ſo 
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and Sanity Teſus Chriſt . 'Yr 
alſo (a) do Sectaries of this lalt age of ours blaſ- (d) The 
pheme{being lead by the ſame ſpirit of errour, heretikes 
as well in this, as many otierthinges) whullt of alages, { 
| they lay an impuration of ignorance, ypon Are lead 3 


| Chritt our Lord. by tha : 
| Burtheholy Catholike Church, abhor- 274 Ph 


xeth all ſuch unpious conceit as thus; and fo al ,v,, 
her Doctours, with S . Thomas, do aunw, Calu in 
That (b' our Lord Jeſus, as he was man, had Harmonie 
euer the beatificall viſion of God. This rruth paſfim. 
1s thus declared in the Ghoſpell by the mouth 
of Chrilt our I.ord : 1 ſpeake thoſe thinges which (4) Chrit 
I hate ſeene, with the Father , ard where 1 am that our Lorc 
| 1sroſay in Glory) there shall my ſery.nt alſo be. as man, 
For ſince he was, from,and in the yery begin- had euer 
ning, , the naturall Sonne of God, and the _— 
vniuerſall Father, and head, both of men, & — 
Angeclls (the influence whereot was to be de- prone 
rived into all the members) it was but reaſon, jay. n:, 
2nd 1t could not be otherwiſe , bur that his 
Soule thould be endued with this Bearrficall 
knowledge , as is declared by the holy Fathers. 
By this knowledge he beheld, and did conteme 
plate the moſt B. Trinity, after a manner, in- 
comparably more ſublime , and noble, then 
any, orall the other creatures, put topeather. 
And becauſe, by how much the more clecrely 
Godis ſcene, ſo much the more are creatures 
ſcene in him; it will follow that the Soule of 
| Chriſt our 1 ord, did bchould in God, not on- 

ly innumerable thinges, but euen outright, 
| all thoſe things concerning creatures, which 
Euex Werezat any tyme;or Which ate, or ſhall 

| hecrc- 
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£ al - Of the Lone of our Lord , 
| /e)Tt be- heereafterbe; fince (c) he is the Lordofall, & | 
't onzethto the Iudge ot all, and hath all power given tohim , | 
| Chriſt our borhzn beauen and earth ; for the intt and orderly 
Lord ,a3 execution wherof, itis cuident that he mult 
ds : 94 haue the knowledge of them all. Ef - 
"4 2It The Catholike Fathers : and Doctours, - 
vinges, doallo aſcribe a fecond kind of knowledge to 
which co the ſoule of Chriſt our Lord, which (d) they 
| zernethe call Infuſed , as being a kind of ſupernaturall 
| ceatures, [johr, whereby it did certainely and clearely 
vbom be q\{cernc, and know all thinges created . And 
+ ora although it be not ſo expreily contayned in 
= **** holy Scriptures, that Chriſt our Lord was in- 
, - dued witi this knowledge , in particular and 
4) Chrig Giſtin&t manner (ince they only afhrme, That 
wr Lord, be knew all thinges ( which is ſuthciently made {| 
a Man, good, by thatbeatificall viſun , whereot 1 ſpake 
hd alſo before) yet are there pregnant conſequences , 
ufuled & weighty reaſons, which exaQtat our hands 
howled- 2 tirme beliefc , that he had alſo this other 11- 
& + fuſed knowledge. For the ſoule of Chriſt our 
Lord, wasalwayes truely Bleſſed ; he vvas not 
only a Runner toyvardcs telicity (as all other 
humane creatures are in this life) but he vvas 
a Comprebender of it, even from the very firlt 
- initant of his Conception. It vyas neceſſary ther- 
4 fore, that his ſoule being Bleſſed , ſhould haue 
all the endowments of \Plefled Soule, yyher- 
of this Infuſed knowledge is one; and yyhereby d; 
it did certainly, and clearely know all thinges | 
created, yyhether they vyere naturdhor ſuperna- 
| txrall . And that in themſelues, and in their 


proper4und, oz element, as they Gall it;and | 


no! | 
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| and Sauur Teſus Chrii}. 12 
| not, as only appearing, and thiuing in ano- 
ther glaile, as they aic {cenc. by that tormer 
beattficall vijton, bur dizectly, and immediat ly 
in themſelues. And tor this 1th, that theins 
comparable S. Avguime , doth declare: That 
the Angels are enducd boin ih a Morning, and as 
Euening know lege : vVidertt " ding by the for- 
mer, the be.#:2/11 21! Pies, aid by the {aiter , the 
knouwledye v bach they cail infuſed . 
Our Lu:id le{u; had moreouer, a third , . +- 
4 Th PIES Fare "+. x ones 
kinde of kyowlelye , which is termea by ie experi- 
name of Expo: ntall. Vis ce knowledge 1$ ac mentall 
quired by the Induſtry of the e ienie>; and ut knouledg 
was the{amein Chritt our Lord, tor as muci1 of Chritt 
as conceines the meanes wherby it was ga- Our Lord. 
| thered, with the know ledge, which we copatle 
in this lite. Bur yet with this great ditfer1ence; 
Thatin Chritt our Lo:d , it was without any 
danger of errour; wheras in vs, it 1s, with 
very great ditticulty of wdging right. Andir 
is in conſideration of this kind ot knowledve , 
_ _thatthe holy Eungeliſt athrmed, Christ our Lord, 
' Ttoprocecd and grow . But thoſe milerable men 
wherot I ſpake betore , hauing the light of 
their Faith (o thort, as not to dilce: ne im his 
ſacred foule any other kind of knowledge then 
this laſt; did abſolutely IMPUTC 1FNOTAance to 
- It, at ſometymes ot 111 lite, more then other:; 
y asifit had not beene Hypoltarically NA (f) Noe 
| _ to God; in whome not onely the knowledge thing is 
of all things, but (t) cucn the very chings but {6 tes 
themſelues remayne and if th ty did not fo as itis in 
remains , they could not be . God, 
Novy 


er 0 


Luc, 
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4- 14 Of the Loveof our Lord , 
Now ypon this , which concernethy 
the knowledge of Chrilt our Lord, it followeth 
clectly , that he knew all things playnely , 
which are , which thall be, and which euer 
were. Ittolloweth alſo, that he neucr ceaſed, 
in any one minute of his lite, trom the contt- 
deration of whathe kyew ; ſince he had ſuch | 


"I" 


knowledge as was wholly independant vpon 
| | thoſe images, or formes, Whici vle to be im= 
pretled v pon the Phanſy : & therfore the wor- 
(8) Chciſt king of his knowledge, was no way inter- | 
our Lord rupted , euen when he was flceping . And 
as Man yeragaine it tolloweth, that hauing a pertect 
| was 19du- comprehention of all things created , toge- 
_ wrt & {her with the cauſes and ettects of them all; 
knowledg he (g) conſequently was endued wath the 
of all arts truth of all Arts and SCrences. 
and ſci- He had moxeouer a moſt ſublime guift 
ences. of (h) Propheſy , and that, not attera tranſitory 
(b) He manner, (as others haue bene enriched with 
had a it by God ) but permanently ; and ſticking, as 
f it were, ascloſe ynto him, as his owne Na- 
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(i) Chri therot , which might any way be fit, either 
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The Power and Santlvy of the Soule of Chriſt ow 
Lord , 1s conſidered , wherby we may alſo the 
better [ce 3 exceſaue Lou. 


RA F.: $3: 


E$s1Dbts the Conſideration of the de« 

uine H/7ſedome, and knowledge of Chrilt ous 
Lo1d; 1 thould deſerue no excute, it, vvhen 
there 1s quelition of his intinite Lowe 10 VS yo 
thould not alſo touch vpon the Power, and the 
Sanili.y of his ſoule ; Which it they be ſe1i- 
oully conſidered, vvill greatly ſc1ue ( though 
I meane, but euen to touch, and go ) to 1et 
forth his dignity 1 himſelte, and confequen- 
tly, it yvillput a more exprelle, and pertect 
{tampe ot value , ypon his infinitely deere, 8C 
tenderloue toys. For(a\the more he krowes, 
and the more continually he cares , and the 
more wiſedome he enioyes, and the more power 
he practiſerh, & the moreh«!ynes he poſleticth, 
the more happy are the creatures yyhom he 
loues . 

The (b) Power therfore , yyhervvith 

Chriſt our Lord vyas endued as man, yyas {o 
vyonderfully great , that he could vvorke 
YYhat miracles he yyould; and, at his pleaſure, 
vYyas he ableto inuert the order of all natural] 
things;and allthis by yyhat mcancs, ke would 
think fit. This Power he alſo had, in as perma- 
nent amanner, as yye haue /aid alicady , that 
he had his Propheſs, nor vyas it only obtayned 
| tor 


LY 


(2) How 
euery fe- 
uerall ex- 
cellency 

in Chriſt 
ourLord, 
doth 1uſt< 
ly rayſe 

the valew 
of his loue 


(b) The 
power of 
Chriſtour 
Lord , a9 
ans 
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'I6 Of the Loye of our Lord, 

|: for him , by his particular prayers made to 
J - God, from tyme to tymec , according to the 
y of EXIGCNCEC of occaſtons ; as 1t hath beene graun- 
ted ro ſome of the ſeruants of God . But yye 
xcad , that yyhen he vvas palling, and doing 
Tuc,g. cther thinges, yet Verlile cen the tj[ved out of 

him , vvhe:by the yvoiking of miracles is me= 
ant. And. els vyhere it 1> ailo athrmed , that 
therermae which ifaed ont of hum , cured all diſeaſes , 


SMES 1 


Luc 6 ® , 
And the {eaper \Yo Vas 1ecoucied 111 the 
Ghotpell, vVas in{pircd by, ti.e good ſpirit of 
Warts God, to ſay thus to Ch 1!t our Sautou;;O0 Lord 


if thou wilt , thou cant make me dleane . And our 
Lerd did thevy , that he yyas not deccaued 
therin . For initantly Lefaid; Ill, Becleane, 
Novv all this Power he employed tor our 
good, both corporal: and ipmituall , buteſ- 

ectally tor our {pinittuall good. For even in 
the Ghoſpe]l vvhen he cured mens bodyes, 
(c) In the by way ot i]Juminaring their eyes, Cenabling 
diſcourſe their limmes, and rettoring their liues, he cu- 
of the redalſo many ot their ſoules, and the ſeuerall 


wilder wane as Inns od 
- 
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PT 
| _ infirmities vyhich they vycre ſubicct to, as 
| our Lorg, VVillbe ſhevved els,c) vyheie.Nor vyrought 


thatholy omnipotent hand of his , any out- 
vyard miracle, yyhe:in ſome invvard myſtery 
was not locked yp, as ſome rich Ieyyel might 
be, in ſome rare Cabhinet. 

(d) The - The (d, Sanitzty alſo of Chriſt our 
fanQity of Lord, vvas ſupreme. For Santtity , being no- 
theſoule ring, but a conft.mmr and {urernaturall cleanes , and 
of Chriſt purt:y of the foulc R wherby it 15 m-4c acceptable and 
our Lord. jo. i Gui ; hoyy holy mult that ſoulg needs 


be, 
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and Satiour Teſus Chriſt 17 
be, vyhich vvas fo highly (b) deere to him; 
as thatitis only in regard ot that foule , that 
all other ſoules are not odious, and vgly in | 
his ſight. Supreme I ſay , was the Sanct?'y of 0 
Chriit our Lord; tor, by the grace of the y- no Saved 
postairaull puron, he was made lol, atter a molt |, kezuen 
high, and incomprehentible manner, and he wasto 
became Thevelvned Sonne of God, receauing grace have becny 

2yond al power of exprei{ion . That 1o from any other 
thence, as trom the trea{uUre-houle of Srdery, then odl- 
7 . ; - * ous in the 
all men might raice, according to their apy lioht of 
city. Not only a>trom the greatelt Saint, but Gly bur 
as trom the ſanctityer ot them all;and, as I may for the 
ſay, trom the very dye of ſandity , whereby merits of 
all they , who euer thinke of becoming Chrilt our 
Saints, mult rake their coulour and lutter , & Eords 
all they who will, may terch what they deſire 
6 out of this ltore. 
So that we may ſce, with eaſe inough, 
how incoparably much more theS7zt!:y v, a; of 
Cit our Lord,then that of any, or all the 0- 
ther creatures put togeather . Foramong them 
CGodhath giuen, drops toſome, and dranghts 
to others ; but to him, grace was communica- 
ted by {treames and fAoudes beyond all mea- 
ſureor ſet proportion. His{oule indeed, could 
not haue beene vnited to the divinity , with- 
outa molt ſpeciall grace ; but that being once 
ſuppoled, the other could not chuſe but fol- 
low, as connaturall. And by the force of this 
S.mAaity of Chnilt our Lord, he was wholy, & 
naturally made incapable of finne, yea and of 
any morall detect whatſocuer. 
B | Con- 
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x8 Of the Lowe of our Lord , 

Concerning the Vertues, which are 
called Theologicall, namely Fayth, Hope, and 
- Charuy , thelalt only of the three, could lodge 

> Why 7 : ih ages 
chriſt our 1 him ; forthe tormer two being, | t |) Hope and 
Lord, was Faith, were incompatible with the clc.cre viſion 
vncapable and perfect fruition of God, which he (till 
of Faytb& enioyed. But (g) as tor the morall yertres, as 
Hopes Liberals:y, Magnammnty , Panence, Purity , Mercy , 
Humality , and Obedrence , withall the reſt; it 
C8) Chriſt appeares by the hiſtory of his ſacred lite and 
our Lord death, that he had them all; and that they 
poſſeted ere molt perfect in him; and cuer moſtrea- 


_—_— dy to be put in a zas not being impea- 
twes in Ched,by ſo much as the ofterof any contraryes. 


all per- Allthe guitts of Gods {pirit were in him, nay 
feftion, he was the refting and repoſing place of that ſpirtt . 

This Soule of Chriit our Lord, was 

Iſa.n, therefore inhabited by all the vertues, and 

graces of God, as heauen is by ſo many ſeueral 

5 "7 2 ag ao: in hcauen ; but that which 

id ſublime them all, was Charity. This ſoule 

ifitbe well confidered, will looke, as if it 


were ſome huge, wide, bottomlelile fea of 


CE) The Chriſtall;but(*) a Chriſtall , (weet! y paſled , 


valpea® nd tranſpierced with a kind of flame ot lowe . 
keable 


orkin CY ! 
-_ S & 4% 2978 agitation, by the impulſe thereof; 
ſoule of . like the flame ot ſome torch, which is euer 


Chriit our mouing and working, yet withour departing 
Lord,in fromit felte. It is ike that kind of Hawke, 
the ſpirit which kee 2ing [tj] the ſame pitch, aloft, in 
ofloucs the ayre, 7 or itirrthe winges with a reltleſſe 


tund of motion, whilclt yer the body doth 
not 


It was vnſpeakably quiet; and yet, in a kind- 


and Samour Tefus Chnif. 19 


not ſtirre. Itſpendes, but walteth notit ſelfe, 
by ſpreading grace vpon all the {eruants of 
God, atter an admi:able manner. Somertymes 
looking into the hartes of men, and by that 
very looking , changing them ;ſometymes by 
ſending, as 1t were, certaine inuiiible {trings, 
trom has hart to theirs ;and ſo tweetly draw- 
ing themrto himlelte, whilſt (h) yet the world 
would ignorantly conccaue, that they went a- 
lone. 

But aboue all, that which may ſtrike our 
weake, and darke mindes with wonder, 1s 
to conhider the protoundity , and (1) order, 
which 1sheld in that diuine Soule, though it 
looked vpon almolt intinite thinges at once . 
Sulldid it adore the Dimnity , {til did it a- 
baſe and cuen (as it Were\annihilate his owne 
humanity, ſti]] did it molt ſtraicly imbrace 
with itrong armes, and patronize with the 
working bowels of tender mercy, all the mi- 
ſeryes ot al the Creatures in the whole wotld, 
vnipeakably , ardently, thiriting atter the 
glory of God., and the telicity ot man; and 
eternally keeping all thefacultyes of his mind, 
erected ypon that high and pure law of Cha- 
rIty . 

Soexcellent, and ſo noble was this di- 
uine Soule of Chriſt our Lord, through the 
high endowmentes, wherewith it was enti- 
ched by the eternall Father. Wherein no paſ= 
fion did euer once pieſuime to Jead the Way to 
reaſon, but was glad of ſo much honour, as 
to follow it . And though whatoeuer con- 

B 2 ocrugd 
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wardes 
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drawn by 
the loue, 
of Chriſt 
our Lords 


(1) The 
admirable 
order With 
(ti!] was 
heldin the 
ſoule of 
Chriſtour 
Lord,noc« 
Withi{tans 
ding the 
Wonders 
full mule. 
tiplicity 
of ats 
With he 
ex:ruſed, 
al at Onces 


hy W—— 
Bd: —_—  — 
OO 
— 
— —_ 


20 41th Of the Loweof our Lord, 
cerned the yegetatiue,and ſenſiitzue poW 
(k) The ſoule, may ſeeme little, _ nee ook 
vegetatiue ſayd concerning the reaſonable, which 1 ts 
and ſenfici- ueth both thoſe others yet lee . _ 
_—_” little, which is able to do ſerui OS 
SE rg IP TuICC and homage 
ſoule, 1 G s ſotruly great; it may deſcrue 
were e conſidered, how thole (k) Vegetart 
wholly in Senſitue powers, were ol 7 - —_ 
thehang his will . Andſo he could h y in the hand of 
ER Sackler his bids thoutd aue choſen, whe- 
of Chriſt meate fhodl 1” grow ; Or whether his 
has Lodd hould nouriſh; or whether hi 
r Lord. ſhould feele: or whether hi bl ET Stk 
hs agg » Is . 
1) The inflicting of a wound -warT'y; __ 
od whether his perſon th Id now; of 
pet gl IS PETION INOULL ſend out any ſuch 
Chriſt our $e5 Or ſpecres of it ſelte, a« whereby i 
Lord become Vilible, tothee T. of 1 y it M1 ht 
ehough ir beldee. in tis choice y f others. And(I) 
werea Wouldlet himſelte be ] able , Whether he 
= and propertyes and bd rho rat _—_ 
aturall of man is ſubie& 1s, to Which thereſt 
body ,yet ces, and wn 1 >a 71 becauſe the gra- 
—_ ns of h1 ; 
whollyin contribute to the = & wh lacred body , doe 
his power Peron, I will alſo procure " " his diuine 
to deter- _—_ beauty and dj defbribe the fu- 
fa ine how fleſhand bloud. For th ignity of that ſacred 
arit hauea perfeR n: we hal grow to 
TT ET von of his w 
which w is whole perſon 
ſhould be which will conuey ſuch an influcce of valevw 
the con YP2Þ every act of loue , whi _ —_ 
ditions of will be ſhewed to h , Which afterward he 
ſuch a will make vs w _ exprefled asf ho 
WH e Ys Wholly on ope 
ody by way of h y give our hart to him 
moreor benefi omage , tor his in : 
te. engfits, | comparable 


; 
Tha 
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The dignity of the pretzwous body of Chriſt our Lord , 
's declired, wherby the excellency of his 
loue is magnified . 


CT LWAF. 4: 


HE Spirit of God, in his holy Scripture 

doth prophetically delineate the beaury 
| Edigniy Fe ſacred Hum.mity of our Lord 
| Jeſus; I meane, of his ſacred fleth and bloud. 
| Ir ſpeakethof him thus, ſpecioſus formapre filijs Pſala.4 4. 
bomimum : A (®) perſon, indued with another . 
manner of Xe excellent beauty , then was (a) The 
eucrto be ſeenc, in any other Creature. And beauty of 
indeed, (enenabſtracting from what is reuca- tic br dy. 
ledto vs by way of faith concerning his beau- ©* _ - 
ty in particular) what kind of admirable thing COT EY 
mult that Humantty needs be, according to all 
diſcourſe of reaſon ? On the one fide, let vs 
conſider, that this ſacred body of his , was 
compounded of no other matter, but that pu- 
reſt bloud Royzll ofthis al-immacular virgin m9- ,þ) The 
ther. Roy.l (bit was by her difcet from ſo many dignity & 
kings : Sacerdotall , and Propheticall by her being ſanity cf 
alſo deriued, from the Sanctity of Prophets , & his deicet, 
of Preiſts . Great —_ were theſe; but 
| yer they are the leaſt of them, wherewith this 
oly body of our Lord was cndued. For it (c) How 
| was much more dignified, in that, before it ſublmly 

Eame to be his, nds of the ſacred virgin , fPirieuall 
did cohabite with her owne moſt happy , & me B. Vir 
molt accompliſhed ſoule . Whetrby (c) hex $2 Va? 
yery fleth was gowne after a ſort to be euen 
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22 Of the loye of our Lord , | 
Spirit , as we ſec the very ſoules of ſenfuall | 
perſons , to participate , as it were the very | 
nature of flech. Much more aduantage did it | 
yet receiue , inthat the holy Ghoſt did trame 

this body of our B. Lord, out of the bloud, & 

in the wombe , ot our B. Lady. And molt of 

all was it aduanced by this , That in the in- 
ſtant when the conceaued , his incomparable | 
ſoule was infuſed, and both his ſoule and body 
was Hy poltatically vnited ro the diumny . 

Ot the happines ot that ſoule, aheady | 
we haue ſpoken;and euen by this little which | 
heere is touched, we may behould his body as | 
the prime & maiſter-peece of all yiible beau- 
ty . Amongſt (d) the Children ot this world, 

(d) Why ſee ind | 
the body WS {ee indecd, thatcuen they who are borne 
of our B. of handſome parents, proue ſomtymes to be 
Lord, lefſle handſome, through the diſorder, which 
muſt naturally my ma generation;and bet1- 
needs be (es italſo growes, ſometymes through a diſ- 
__ conformity, which nurſes haue to . mo- 
caquink 1 But his body was framed by the never | 
erring hand of the holy Ghoſt ; & heere the | 
mother, and the nurſe, were one , and the | 
ſame molt holy Virgin Mary . 
(6) The The excellency of Corporal Betuty, | 
_—_— doth conliſt(e) either in complexion, for as 
required cn asconcernes coulour, or in feature, or \' 
+ 6. ſhape , foras much as concernes proportion | 
making Or infacility and grace, for as much as con= 
vp of Cernes diſpoſition, and motion. We ſee how 
perteg any one of theſe partes of beauty, if it be emi- 
Beau?) nent, aarh afle& the eye ,and hart of a behol- 
_ der 
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and Sattour Teſws Chriff . 27 : 
der; although ſuch a perſon do either want 
the other two ; or haue them, at the molt, 
but in ſome moderat degree. And the pertectt- 
on of any one part, pleads the excule, of wan=- 
ting any other , And whether thettore thall 
we be to bold , as to thinke that Chritt our 
Lord was not enducd with them all, in all 
ertection ; orels {o blinde as notwithſtan- 
ding ſuch vnſpeakeable beauty as his was, not | 
to be enamoured of him. 
It 15 not inough that a body haue only | 
beauty, for the pertection therot, bur |t ) withall (f) Por 
it mult haue he.th, and frength . Now what the com- | 
want of health could the body of our B. Sa- plemerol 
uiour haue , whoſe ſoule was not onely free, {fy 
> . there are 
bur {o infinitely farre, from the curſe both ot requyred 
Adtuall and Onzgmall finne ; the true cauſe, not health 8& 
only of ficknes, but of death ? And what in» firengh. 
firmity , or weakenes, could that Hum.mty be 
ſubtect to( vnleſfe he had would, as indeed on 
he would tor our greater good), which not (S Ante 
onely was not obnoxious to any diſtemper of gells in 
humours, but withall it was made to be one heauen 
perſon with allmighty God himſelte . And were a- 
now lethim that can, conceaue heerby , the Mazedto 
ſublimity, euen of his Corporall beauty . lee —_ 
: Qres eft z3te , ſaith the Prophet Eſay: 11/ho ws Te dy 
& he that commeth out of Edom, with his garments  Chrig if 
dyed from Bozraithis beautifull one , tn his robe ,w.l- our Lord, | 
king on, w the multitude of hu ftrength? This, S. 
Penis athirmes, to haue beene ſpoken in perſon necet, 
of the (gp) Celeſtial Spirirs; they being poſlel= Hierarch, 
{cd with an admiration of the vnſpeakable 6-7, 
B4 dearuty 
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24 Of the loue of our Lord, 

Beauty of Chriſt our Lord ; Whoſe diuinity 
was velted with our humanity , as with a 
robe ; which once was white, though it grew 
to be crimſon , through our finnes . Well 
might thoſe ſpirits wonder, and well might 
men bez amazed ro lee their Lord and ours , 
walking thio:1gh thoſe waies of Paleſtme, and 
through thole ſtreeres of 1 eruſalem ; vaknown 
to men, but adored by thoſe Angells, as their 
God, He went like another , and a better lo- 
ſeph, ſeeking his brethren . Like another and 
a better Mopſes, procuring to deliver his com- 


patriots from the ſlauery of Egipt. And likea 


a true valiant Dawd , who came to fight a- 
gainſt, & to detcate Golzas, by whome the 1/ra- 
clites were threatned, with totall ruine . More 
truely and morenobly , by innumerable de- 
grees , then $. Paul, was this Humanity of our 
Lord , made 4 ſpectacle to the world.to Angells , cy 
fo men , T hat ſpectacle which kings and Prophets had 
reaſon , to deſire ſo much , to ſee;and which . h) Abr- 
haz did fo long ta looke vpon ; and in (p'rit he did ſee 
it , and it wyed bim, at the very rootes of his hart . 
And no meruayle if the beliete therof, did 
ſo ioy him ; the preſence and ſight wherot, 
did, by the teſtimony of Truth it ſelfe , make 
thoſe eyes ſo happy which beheld it . 


The 
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How the Beauty of our Lord leſs Chrift , did con- 
wince and conquer all lookers on , (aumg only 
where cxceſſe of ſinne h.td put out the 

 evesv| the ſoule . 


CAP. 3. 


NFALLIBLY this is true ; That if any 
Chriſtian of common ſenile, ( who were 
not withall of ſome exttemely curiih , and 
dinellith nature) thould ſee any perion , of 
thatadmirable complexion, teature and mo- 
tion, Which was in the humanity of Chrilt 
our Lord ( euen abſtiacting trom all thoſe ſu- 
pernaturall aduantages , and endowments 
which did aboundin him) although that per- 
ſon, were made odious by any aduerſe, and 
harctull circumſtance; as «dhe that he were 
ſome leww ,or Turke, or ſlave , or murtherer , or 
otherwife, ſome molt hatetull, hurttull thing): (45 vo. 
intallibly , Ifay, itis true, thar yet, that pre- thing but 
as would exact a kind of reuerence and Abyſſe of 
oue '; or els at the very leaſt, a great com- (inne, 
aſlion, of his trailty or miſery . The (a) Scri- could | 
Fe and Phriſes alone, had their ſoules ſo full Pu diſo- 
of enuy, auarice, and hypocriſy,thatnot only oy quot 
; S$ It Were 
grace was quenched , but cuen very nature, fm go. 
ma manner , killed in them. For elſe, that ting vpg 
diuinely-humane preſcce of our Lord, would the huma- 
haue ſubdued them to an ardent loue of his nity of 
erfon ; andthey mult needs haue beenefarre Chriſt 
om finding in their wicked hartes, to hate & 2% Eord, 
maligne 


m* —_ 
JW —— - 
_ ES 


A————— ac Ln 


- —_ = = i - 


26 Of the Zoucof our Lord, 
G&) The maligne that weet hum.mity atter {uch a repro 
people of DAtC and reſtleſſe manner. 
the le- The people, b)which was leſle wicked, 
wes, ran flocking after him whither ſoeuer he 
vvere went, When it was left to it ſelfe, and not 
_ led priſoner by the power and pallion of their 
babes, co blind guides. And that, not only when they 
the facreg had need of ſome miraculous cures,” torfthen 
preſence they werc fayne to vntyle ſome mens howſes, 
of Chriſt to let others in, to his preſence ) nor yet when 
our Lord. he would be chauking outto them, the way 
Tuc.s Oflife, by the words of his diuine wiſedo- 
(e) The me, (for then wanting roome in houſes, & 
people even in publicke ſtreetesthe yery earth ſeemed 
_ to little , to hold both him and them, who 
Lord,be- {warmedabout him, and )he was fayneto go 
ing lead Onſhipboard, whilſt they remayned vpon the 
byno Afhore ; and from thence would he rauith 
other in» both their greedy eyes, their hungry eares,and 
—_— their panting hartes, all at once. Nay cuen 
oth * when he would be ſeeming , as though he 
© hear could be weary of them and to be rid of 
fee hear ©OU weary of them; and to be ridd © 
dim company,did retire to comtemplation, In the 
ſpeake, __. where there was plenty of no ear- 
—_ - yt ng = ny deepely yet, Were 
Chee. ney taken by his divine preſence , as (c) to 
Loft b 8 forget themlelues, and ro follow him on , by 
pine thouſands , and to contynue three daies and 
any con- Nights in that wilderners, with their wiues 
rentment and Children ; not fearing ro dye of hungar, 
for the nor caringfor the comfort of any other food, 
loue of buthim, But(d) he, on theother ſide, pittied 
God, themfor taking no pitty of them(clugs ” = 
ANT YZ 


4m be —, 


* ' 
. - | 
. 


and Sautour Teſus Chrit b 2 
ſake; and did ſo multiply afew logues & fiches , 11.7 
as that there might not only be 1nough to feed 
them, but to ſpare. Nor was that enamoured 
hart of his, content, that they thould , in haſt, [bids 
or with incomodity refreth themſelues ; but he 
made then all tit downe, vpon cuſhions of 
hay or itraw ; and to be bowed 1 order, and at 
their eaſe; whilſt yer, tor ought we know, 
himſelfe did neither tit , norcate. O intinite 
charity of his ſoule * but O vnlpeakable beauty, 
and dignity of his body, which was able ,to 
Jead, orrather whacli could not choole , but 
draw, ſo many thoulands ct rude perſons, into 
ſuch appearance ot diſtrefſe , with their fo. 
much flight? 

What kind of beruty, and viſible dig- 
nity mult that need> be; tor his miracles alone, 
would haue induced ihe rodeclare him rather (e)A oreat 
to bea Saynt ora prophet, then to be a Prince) argument 
which could pertuade ſuch multitudes of men, to proou? 
to (e) thinke, and firmely purpoſe, the making oor 
him their kg, who had # 3 apperance in for- ble as 
tune, but ota beggar ? And becauſe his con- ty , and 
tempt of the world, his profound humility, dignity of 
and his inuiohble modeity , did giue them Chriſt | 
little hope, that he would accept that honour our Lord 
at their hand+, they treated amongſt themſe- 
lues ( as isafhrmed by the ſacred Text), vt ra- 
perent eumn Regen, tovie violence, in procu- 
ring to draw him , from that interour degree 
of tortune, wherein his infinite loue to them 
had lodged him, though this indeed, were 
then,a point of Faith, beyond their Creed? What 

| kind 
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»$ Of the Loue of our Lord , 
t) Ano- kind (f) of grace & ſweet Maieſty did ſhine in 
ther de. him, when they wentno loger novw by thou- 
Tonſtra- ſands, but by millions of ſoulcs, of al natios, 8 
tion ,to ages, — the earth ynderneath, where 
prooue he was to paſle, with palmes and garments, and 
this truth. f]ling the ayre aboue, with voyces of high ap- 
Bane , andacclamation ; which ceremonies 
were not vſed but in triumphes , and that v- 
Watth.zv ponvidories of, the higheltranke ? And, Ba- 
Ican, 10 ronias makes it cleare, that both for the multi- 
rude of perſons , who did afliſt, and for the 
y of demonſtrations which were made, 
there was neuer, perhaps, in the whole world, 
a greater triumph , then they exhibired in his 
honour . For though he buried himlſelte, in 
the very bottome ot contempr ; yet they, be- 
ing vrged by that matchleſle dignity of his 
perſon ( beſides his wiſedome and power)did 
reuiue , and rayſe it yp , to receaue that ho- 
mage, without asking him, ſo much as leaue, 
| O pretious & (weet Humanity of Chriſt 
&Q We our Lord! And (g) how ſhall we who know 
arworthy that thou wert humaned for vs,( and diddeſt 
ofall pu- 6 
nihmene., 29t only deſcend to be a man, but diddeſt de- 
if wee be. grade thy ſelfe further downe , for the loue 
come not Of vs) how I fay ſhall we ſufficiently admire 
eu:n the andlouethy Beau;y, which was ſo great cuen 
Navesof intheirexternall eyes, Who had not withall, 
the Hu- the internall eyes of Faith, wherwith thou 


—-— An haſt enriched ourſoules! And where ſhall we 
"Sand, finde either holes , or hills, to hide, or couer 
vsfrom thy wrath, if we, who are Chriſtias, 
doe notby the eternall obſequioulnes of our 


hazts 


and Sautonr Teſus Chrift, *9 
harrs , outſtrip thoſe obitinace, but yet withall, 
inconſtant Iewes. Obſtinare in their mindes 
when they were grown to malice , but in- 
conlitat in mantayning thoſe tender thoughts 
which they excellertly did fomety mes c biige 
them to, in the petto1mance of {o many So- 
uciaigne ſignes of honour. 


The admarable viſible grace and diſpoſition of the per- 
ſon of Chriſt our Lord, is further 
declared. | 


CHAP. 6. 


H a T hcauen onearth , could eucr 
make a man to happy;zas to haue be- 
held this ſacred perſo of our Lord leſus,in any 
ot thoſe poſtures, which are de{ciibed by the 
| ; PS . (a) The 
hand of the holy Gholt, in holy ſor7ptre? To jo . 
hauea ſeen that god,made ma, as he was wal- ,,yje 4 


King before the frontot the Teple,vvhe his hart, prace of 


the while, like a true Incenſary, was ſpending Chriſt our 


itſelfe into the pertume of prayers, which al- Lord in 
cended betore the Altar of the diuine mercy ; *lhis 
cuen then , and euen for them, who there, *t108s. 
wentin and out, contemning, and maligning 
him, in the higheſt degree . To haue ſcene 
him walking, and beſtowing thoſe deere lim- 
mes of his , ypon thoſe ſands, with incredible 
grace, & loue,neere to that lake orſea of Ga- 
lilea, (as it it had looked bur like a kind of re- 
creation ) when his enamoured ſoule , was 
zetthe while , negotiating with his eternall 
Father, 
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30 Of the Lowe of our Lord, | | | 

mid Father , the yocation ot his Apoſtles , and by 
: them the ſaluation of the whole world. To | 

"EO IE haue ſcene him , ſtanding ypon his ſacred fect, 

— whillt, with reverence, he would be reading 
in the Synagogue ; and then fitting downeat- | 
Ibid, x0, I<rwards, when he would take vpon him the | 
office of a teacher; {o pointing ys out, by any 
little motion of his, to the purity , and per- 
tection of eucry action . To hause ſeene he 
fitting, in the mindit ofa roome, with all that 
admiring multitude round about him , whillt 
newes was brought him, of the approach ot 
| his all-1mmaculate mother, and of his kindred 
| and domeſticke friends ; who had reaſon ſto 
| thinke, eucry minute to be a world of ages, 
till theireies might be reſtored , to that ſeare 
| and Center of all ioy . And he the while, 
| ( with dinine ſweetnes, and modeſty, looking | 
| round about him, and lending a particular 
eye of mercy to euery ſoule there preſent ; and 
extending his liberall hand with an incom- 
arable ſweetnoble grace), did with his {a- 
cred mouth, and with ſuch a hart of loue as 
God aJone is able to ynderitand, adopt both 
them, and all the world , into his neerelt dec- 
reſtkindred ; vpon condition, th.:t they would 
do his Fatbers w |, which wasthe only meanes 

to make them happy. 

— hay To(b) ne that ſonne of God, 


Marc}. 


infinite 


pratious whoſeface isthe delight and glory of all the 
goodnes Angells in heauen, ( and at whoſe ſacred teete 
of Chriſt they fall adoring with ſo profound reuerence) 
our Locd. deueſts himſclis fixſt of his vpper —_ 

r: with 
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and Sauour Iclui Chrift. 2 
with ſuch louely grace; and gird the Towel 
about his virginall loynes with tuch mode- 
ſty ; and fill the yellell tull of water, by the 
labour ot his owne delicate armes , with ſuch 
alacrity ; and cait himlclie with fuch botto- 
meletle humility & charity vpon thole knees 
(to whichall the knees of heauen and carth 
were obliged to bow ) and trom which the 
eternall Father , was only to haue expected 
ſuch an homage ) art the teete ., and tor the 
comtort, and conuertion of that diuell Indas; 
Yeaand to wipe thoſe very teete , when he 
had wathed them fir{t; and that, perhaps, With 
the teares ot his owne ſacred eyes, to ſce it yet, 
Ir might be pollible to lotten the hart of that 
T'ygar, who wasable to dejile ſuch a beauty, 
and todeteſt ſuch a goodnes ; and who in de- 
{pight of that prodigious mercy, would needs 
be running poltro heli, by comiting that ab- 
hominable treachery . They ſay, the vale diſ- 
covers thehill , & the darke thadow ot a picture, 
ſers off the body, which there , is drawen . 
Neuer was there ſuch a peece of ch1ar0 ofcuro ; 
ſuch a beauritull body as that of Chrilt our 
Lord; ncuer y yas there ſuch a blacke thadoy y, 
as that yyretched man, whome torthe intamy 
ot 113 crime I yvil torger to name. 

Bur im fhve , to haue ſeene through the 
Yyhole courte of his {ife that holy Humanty , 
lomerymes {yveating 1 vith excelle of labour; 
ſome tymes grovynepale , Vvith the rage of 
hungar; ſomertymes pulled and yvracked ſe- 
veraul YYayes at onge, by NPaArtlilities;ſome- 
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22 and Samour Teſus Chrift . 
(c) Chriſt rymes preſſed, and as it were, ym vpinto 
our Lord, Jei{e roome , then his owne dimentions did 
mait'ay} require, by crowdes of people; and (c) euer 
_—_ 4 fo haue vcheld , in his very tace, ſuch an alti- 
ET. | tude of peacetull piety,andſuch adepth of hu- 
notw.ch- Mulity , and ſuch an vnlimitted, and endlefle 
ſtiding all extent of Charity , by remouing all diſeaſes, 
the inco- anddangers, both of body and ſoule, as heere- 
modes, after (d) will be thewed more art large ; for a 
to which 2n I {ay to haue hadthe ſight ofſuch an ob- 
mg A iect would be jure I think to haue treed him, 
(d) In the from euer, longing atter any other. | 
diſcourſe Gf Titys it was ſaid, that he was delicte 
vpon his human generts, the very 10y and comfort of the 
Miracles . world, for the ſweet receptio which he vouch- 

ſated to make to all commers . Of Iulius Caſar 
(e) That 1tis recorded , that being threatned with dan- 
word, gerot a mutiny, and defection, in his army ; 
did ſhew , he ſpake to his ſouldiers , this one only word 
thathe Oyrires(c), Wtih ſuch circumſtances of grace 
_—_ and wiſedome,as that he drew al their hartes , 
for ſonlti. towards him atan inſtant. It is true, and it 
ery ofhis, WAS MUch,, and there haue not beene many 
but only Ceſ#rsin the world. But yet, away with Ce- 
as cirizerns ſar, a Way with Tits; they were but qdurt 
of Rome, and filth , when they were ar the beſt; and 
and ebat now like damned ſpirits, their ſoules are cur- 
Wongac ling God 11 hell. And what Tztus, or Ceſar, 


"+ * dares ſhew himſelte ,( when once there is que- 


harts , {tion of grace and wiſedome ) in preſence of 
with this ſacred and precious Humanity:;this deerly 
ſorrow ſweet , and yet molt ſubtile , and ſearching 


& ihame. heame of diuine pledour; wherot the _ ne, 
rom 
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«nd Sauiour Teſus Chriſt 
from which it flowed, is no letic then the Dz- 
unity it ſelte ? 
We make account to haue beheld ma- 
ny excellent beaxtyes of fleth and bloud .Bur (f) No v3 
there ,f) was neuer any yet (tince that of our j4,J GE, 
our firſt parents) which had no tault ; eXcep- poall bes 
ting this of our B. Lord, and his ſacred mo- auty is 
ther , which did incomparably excecd that of ſo exaQ, 
Adam and Eue . Some pictures indeed and 3 nor tg 
Ratues we haue ſeenc , which tarre exceed ans q 
any Naturall either of men or women. And mo * 
we haue diſcerned a countenance , in ſome : 
of them, which doth( as it were ) cuen breath 
and ſpeake the very ſoule; and deliver ouer , 
into the hand of our minde, whatloeuer ver- 
rue , or noble affection we will call for. But 
now , finceall(g) pidtnres , or ſtatues , grow (6) Thete 
either from the imitation of ſome originall this no 
life, which hath exteriourly byn ſcene, by meanes of 
the eye;orelsfrom the fancy of the painter, approactt 
or ſculptour, who conueys, and ferries ouer, 2g tothe 
IS INUENtION, INtO a PIEUte or ſtatue , by the = ba 
Skill and maiſtcry of his hand ; ſo miſerably - = _ 
muſt euery ſuch expreſſion, thrinke and fly = , at 
out of tight, (if once it be compared to this Chjin 
deuine . ck Lord of ours) , as there is an in- our Lord; 
finite diſtance, on the one 1ide, berweene the by any piz 
paynter or _—_— who deuiſed that pictu- cture or 
reor ſtatue ;and the Holy Gho#, on the other, | guns | 
who drew this ſacred perſon our of the pu- |. which 
reſt bloud of our B. Lady. = Nog 
I allowe , that painters who haue guns, * 
zkillin davwing . by ſeeing of aman , may ; 
6 find 
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2 Of the Loue of our Lord, | 

tinde with eaſe, it he be gracetu]lin the diſpo- 
(b) A true fition of his perſon; &a h) ready tigne therot 
token isthis, If whilſt hetalleth into any polture, 
more or without particular deſigne, and, as it were, 
leſle , of by chance, it be decent, andnatual , andfit 
Brace nn cobe put into a picture. Wheras, on the other | 


he di 4 - 
| — fide, if a man be either rude, or els affefted; | 
| 


Ort 3x. ow nw. - . = _ 


mans per. howſocuer you thall bid him place his body , 
tons he willeuer be, as if he were a kind of torced, 
| impriſoned thing ;and the painter can neuer 
pleaſe himſclte, in taking the poſture of tuch 
| a man . The diſpoſition and behauiour of 
our Þ. Sauiour, was ſo cafſy, and fonarurall, 
| and withall ſo {weete and gracefull , asin- 
| | fallibly there was neuer any motion, or dif- 
| poſition ſo amiable as that . And thertore , 
vyhether he fate, or yyalked , or ſtood , or 
kneeled, orſpake, or only looked, or yyhat- 
ſocuerels, in tinchedid; it vyas the topp of | 
| that yyhich could be done for grace;and | Soy 
fore, it yyas no meruayle, if vyherſoeuer he 
vyent , he yvonne their harts; and it therin 
! they vvere glad to-keepe his picture. 

! Wedayly mezte vvith ſome vyho are 
þ deformed both in feature and coulour , and 
| ; yerit they hauea ſyveet bchauiour, and eſpe- 
—_ COThelk ©; ly if theirmindes be partealy vve 

| Qtiry of y it rheirmindes be perfectly vvell com- 
| the ſoule, poſed yyithin; the very (1) ſanity of their 
doth euen ſoules, breathes out ſuch an influence vpon | 
beſtow v- their bodyes, as to make them pleaſing. This | 
Pon the 15certainly tive, and vye cayly meet vvith | 
body a ntbyexperience; & ſuch povvyer hath vertue, | 
kind of as tomake aueye , both torgiue, and more- 
beauty, ouer, | 
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| ouer, euen to like detormity , in an obicct, 

vyhere it.deftreth bea;ty ; or rather to procure, 

that a perſo vyvho othery vile vvas detormed, 

ſhould notonly not ſeeme , burnortto much 

as beſo; through the grace yyiich is commu. 

nicared to it, by the ijouie. Then * trom that (k) Ry 
Honiſon , letvs take the height of tnis Starre of that acco= 
Beauty; and contemplate , the belt vve can, unt, how 
hoyy much more Beautzfull & gracetull muſt 1NcoMpar 
that extcriour Beauty of our B. Sautours molt * _—_ hat 
holy perſon haue bene ( vyhich yet of it ſelfe > of 
yyas {o exact) through the tincture vyhich g, Loca 
ſtill it vyould be recetuing from his molt gra- 

cious and moit glorious Rule Hovv vvould 

it thine through euery action and motion of 

his body, hovy povyertully vyould ir inuite, 

hovv ſtreightly vyould it oblige, and hovy 

| ardently vvould it inflame the vvell dif- 

| poſed minde of man , to admiration and 

loue 2 


Theſame diſcourſe 7s proſecuted and concluded , coy 
cerning the excellent Beauty of our Lord ; ; 


| 
eſpectally of the attractineneſie of | 
Iſa .525 


| his fight . 
CHAP. =», 
F ther feete which carried newes of Peace were 


| beauttfull ( as by the teſtimony of our Lord 
himſelfe pan are) hoyy beautifull mult thoſe 

feete be, vvhich carried not only nevves of 
Peace , but that very Incarnate Peace itſelfe, 

C7 which 


4 36 Of the Lone of our Lord , 
Phil.g, whichpaſſeth all ynderitanding? Hovy(3) beautifull 
| (a) The yyere his hands vvhich arc deſcribed by the 
| liberality ſpouſe ( vyho knovves them belt, and hath ra- 
| _ c fed oftnelt of their bounty ) to beof gold & full 
ee he" of pretious ſomes , tor their riches; and vvithall 
Jeius, Ttoberound andſmoth; to declare therby , that 
Cantic. 5, thoſe riches, and graces, are dayly and ho- 
| vverly dropping doyyne on vs? Hoyv bea- 
tifull vere thoſe ſyveete, and ſacred lipps of 
his;that treaſure-houſe of diuine graces, which 
() The locked vp, & let out that Ievyel of the vyords 
Wiledome Of erernall wiſedome , according to our capaci- 
& power ties, and occaſions ? We (b) perceaue in the 
; of his Ghoſpell, hovv they vvereamazcd, and yet 
; ſpeech, vyith much delight, to heare him ſpeake;how 
| Matth att they auoy vedthat never man had ſpoken like bim;, 
; 
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$46, 4+ how they acknowledge him to have, a kind (©) of tn- | 
—_— 3 anntable authority, and power of language. Which | 
| (&) His Yet vvasſofarre from incroaching vpon the 
 Jnumica- Ppoſſellions of his meckenes & modeſty, which 
ble grace. 15 a part of beauty that the Prophez, long before 

he vyas borne, foreſaw , hoyy he yyas to be 
' (4) The noclamorous or contentious perſon, but that 
edmira® fo ſoftly he would (4) ſpeake , as to make no noyſe in 
| blemeck= theftreers . And it is allo ſaid of him, That 
_— be would not breake the bruiſed reed , nor ſo muck 
moCce"'y a quench the ſmoakmg flaxe, as if he would ra- 


— | er make his owne eycs water, then offend 
1ja. 4x *he pooreſt creature ypon earth . And the 


Matth, 12. Apoſtlealſo , not longe atrer his death , bein 
Ibid, earneſt with the Corinthians, that they —_ 

BCo7, lo, becarefull to conſeruc their ſp111t , conlures | 

them toit, by the meckenes and modeſty of our _ | 

Ieſus, 
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and Sautty ye Chrift . zy 
Teſys , as by vertues which ſhined in him after 
an extraordinary manner. 

How (©) ſweete was that voyce of (e) The 
his, which inuited all the world to bring in {veetnes 
their loades, and to diſcharge them all ypon - __—_ 
his ſhoulders; and when, through the com- OY whe 
aſſion of our extreeme need to be retreſhed, ayrh, m. 
he could not contynue his generall cuſtome, 
in ſpeaking ſoftly; but cryed out with a loud 
voyce (andhe did it vpon the laſt day of the 
fealt of the Tabernacles, which was a tyme of 
= {olemnity, that ſo he might be heard by 
rae greater number of people) and he inui- jy, 1 
ted them all, to drinke of that water of life , with 
a full mouth . For he indeed is the true foun- gggq, 1, 
taine of life. Hunc bibam > tunc viuam, ſaith S. 1g, cap. 10, 
Auguftiue : Let me drinke of bim , and 1 shall lime. (6 pai ag. 
What (f) ſcalding fighes, whar profound in- gz Gghes 
ternall groanes, would that flaming hart be & groans, 
often ſendingout, by his ſacred mouth , to 
the ITuſtice ſeate of God ( wherof we finde 
ſome , expreſly to be recorded in the holy 
Texte ) that ſo the divine Maieſty , behol- Marc. i 
ding the ſorrowes of his ſoule, might be 0- 
bliged ro forgiue the finnes of ours? How 
deere (8) and how delightfull muſt the ordi- (g) The 
nary accent be, of his heauenly voyce  fince — 
the accent cuer carrictha kind of neerer con- 3ccent © 
junction to the mind ; and which , euen for 2 V9ice- 
that cauſe , can hardly be deſcribed by any 
words. And now, the nearer it was to the 
incomparablcſoule of Chriſt our Lord, who 
can doubt , bu: that needs it mult be ſo much 

C3; the 
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33 Of the Loue of our Lord, | 
the fuller , of delight and grace? | 
| Bur eſpecially how beautifull were . 
th) The Thoſe holy happy (Þ/eyes of his ,thoſe heauely 
1 wncftima-. Orbes? And what felicity was theirs , who 
'' blepure might atleaſure glafſe themſelues therin;they 
and per- being {otull of latent Maielty, but yet ſweet- 
'{ feFbeau- 1 by ſuch Humility and Charity . Thoſe 
| x the —_s eyes, Which arc pulchrioresvino ( as the Patri- 
4 «= x 49 arch lacob ſaith, ſpeaking literally of Chriſt 
” * ** ourLord)for the quality they had, to inc- 
of briate , with being looked vpon , farre, 
l more powerfully , and more {weetely, then 
any moſt pretious wine can doe , the man 
who drinks it . With what kind of modeſt 
grace, do wethinke that he vvould now be 
Toan, rn, Jayling them vp, towards heauen, behol- 
ding the Creatures in Almighty God; and 
Joay,g, fhen returning themdowne to the earth, to ; 
ſee God in his Creatures? And what kind of *' 
founcaines do we thinke they grew to be, 
when they did ſo often ſwymme in teares, 
R * Hebr ,g.- through the compaſſion of our miſeries, and 
| 


| 

Jucoa lg « heremillion of our finnes; ar the rayſing of 
Lazarts, tor the ruines of leruſalem; at the gi- 
uing vp of his ſoule into the eternall Fathers 
hand;and thoſe many tymes more, which are 

not {er downe in the ſacred text? | 

How {weetly would they lay them- | 

{clues to ſleepe, ( being folded vp, in thoſe 

Jiddes, the only ſheers, which any part of him f 

did vſe) fortherelecfe of that frayle nature , | 

which for our ſakes he had aſſumed ? And he 

kat thei reſt, withſo much the better will, 

becauſe 
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«nd Sauwur Teſus Christ. 9 
becauſe (i) ſleepe gaue no impediment to t. 
working of his minde for our good ; the 
knowledge of which mind was no way ( as hath 
beene ſaid clſe where ) dependant vpon his 
Faſicy , as ours 15 . How were they able 
when he was pleaſed ro doit, to pierce the 
hartes of men by way of terrour; when for 
the zcale of his Fathers glory, he punithed the 
buyers & ſellers in the Yemple;vvithout their 
daring once :o bring him to the leatt account, 
for that ſuppoſed exce!le? And by way of po- 
werfull mercy, when, ſcing his Apotles, he 
called them at once from the world , to his 
cternall ſeruice ? And Jooking atterward 
ypon S. Peter, in the tyme of his paſiron , by 
only looking (Þ) he retyred him, at an 1n- 
ſtant, from his ſinnes, as wilbe {cen , more at 
large , afrerward . And not only did thoſe 
eycs, {ofull of maieſty and modelity , and hu- 
mility, & ſuauity , captiue thoſe hartes which 
they beheld ; but others who beheld them, 
were as inſeparably alto captiued therby , as 
if there had beene, no place left for election, 
whether they would be take priſoners or no. 
Theenamoured (®) Penitent S. Mary 
Maedalene, who formerly was ſo abandoned 
ro the pleaſure of ſenſe , found her ſoule fo 
maiſteted by this diuine obiec of our B. Sa- 
uiours preſence ; that her former honny did 
inſtantly tr:.ne gall ;and the was ſo ingulted 
into alſea of ctait and pure delight, . 9 in 
the lite tyme of our Lord , ſhe if ElCn , 4s 
it were , naylc her ſclfe to his {acred teert. Nay 
C4 the 
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(1) Chriſt 
ourLord, 
did nego- 
tiate our 
(aluation 
with 

God, as 
well whe 
he was 
ſleeping, 
as waking 
loan, x . 
Mats. 4+ 


(1) The 
lookes of 
Chriſt 
our Lord 
did moue 
S. Peeter 
to contris 
tion. 

LiiCc, 22, 
Luc. 7» 


(m) How 
the diving 
preſence 
of Chriſt 
our Lord 
did moſt 
chaſtly 
captiue 
the foule 
of S. Ma» 
ry Magdg- 
letts 
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48 Of the Loue of our Lord , 
the forſooke them not, in his very paſſion 
when they were nayled to the Croſſe . She 
was in chaſe of them , till his Reſureqwon ; and 
after his Aſcenſion, the confined her (elte tor 
all thoſe thirty yeares of her ſuruwing , toa 
rude and moſt retyred deſert ; diſdayning, 
with a holy kind of ſcorne , that her eyes 
ſhould feed vpon any other obiect, then that, 
which her memory would euer be fure to 
help her to, of her molt beloued, and moi 

beaurtfull Lord. 

 Hisfacred preſence, had not any ſu- 
erficiall, orglearing beauty belonging to 1t, 
) The c Lo (3) a beauty which conteined a Mine of 
Chriſt x plenty. S. Mathers ſhall wines this; and he 
our Lord {hall doit better, then by words. For inſtan- 
was ſoa- tly vpon our Lords commaundement , and 
boundir , theirmutuall fight of one another , he follo- 
astomake yyed him,andthatfor cuer; and he diſcouered 
« ma def- ;, our Lord Teſus, another manner of beaur:- 


[+ nei full abundance , then all the whole world 
riches, could helpe him to . And perhaps , there is 
: not a better proofe of the rich beauty and ex- 
cellency of our Lord, nor a ſtranger conuer- 

Laces, fion of any man recorded, then of this Apo#tle. 


Who was ( as we may fay ) in flagranis cramine, 
in the yery ſeate and chaire of finne ;beſeiged 
by the company of others, who were likely _ 
4 The tobeas much depraucd as himſelfe. He was * * 


auerlja 51 the : - I 
nfs. Mare ** the exerciſe and occalions of new extorf1 


thew was 
moſt hee 


ons; and yet (9) he left all, without taking, 
fo much as an howers tyme , to cleere his 


poicell, Þookes of account, which could not chooſs 
= but 


po 


and Sauour leſus Chri. 4r : 
but be intricate . And all this, vpon the ſingle 
light & hearing the voyce of a mcere man, 
as Chriſt our Lord appeared to be. And yer,l[ 
ſay, ſo rich was our Sauioursbe.zrty, and fo 
attractive was his manner of {peach , that in- 
{tatly,it was able to draw that Publ:c2 though 
he were beſotted by deſire of gayne ) to fol- 
low him , who through his pouerty , ſeemed 
withall, to bethe owner of no ex:thly thing, 
bur only of his owne indiuiduall per:\. 1. Bt 
the Matesty and ſplendour of the dr-iinry though u 
Lay bid , did yet shine ſo brigh:ly mm hisface of flech &> Coment-in 
bloud , (as S. Hrerome (auth ) that vfon the rery Matth « Ce 
firit Þ' aſpett 3: was able to draw all ſuch as look! 7+ 
pon #t. For if there be ſuch ver:ue in 4 lodesjone , or on The 
a peece of amber, as th.u it can draw to ut rings of = 
on, and itraw ; how much more eaſely * ſaith this which the 
Saint \ could the Lord of .ull che creaturcs, draw to alpe& of | 
himſelfe , whom he was pleaſed ta call. Chriit 

So delightull the:fore, and ſoe plentie our Lord 
full, was this beauty and dignity of our Lord had ouer 
Iesvs. And ifit appeared powerull in their TTOHRre: 
cyecs at the firſt , whenthey beheld it but by 
ſtartes and glances; much (4) more would it he 
doe fo, afterward in the fight of his Apofttes & % 49's +. 
Diſciples, who had liberty, and commodity to jphr be. 
feed their ſenſes at large vpon that ſacred hold the 
oviect . In contemplation of this be.uty in perſon of 
great part, it was, that they gaue themſelues Chriſt 
away to him withont reſuming themſelues 227 Lord 
any more; husbands torſaking rheyr wiues; ——_— 
and children their parents; rich men , their Saink ws FS 
wholp eſtates ; pooxe men the very inſtru- Gaze, 

| menes 
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42 Of che loue of our Lord, 

ments of their profe{lion ; that they might 
| haue the honour & happines to follow hum. 
: And to ſuch excelle they grew therin, that 
Mateh.r6, they did not endure, to heareſo muchas any 
| 


PRE; 


(rt) The ſpeach,cuen of the Paſ909 it [elte of our Lord, | 
vaſpea- though by it, their redemption were to be 
k-able wrought. For till the Holy Ghojt, was ſent 
| gult to inhabite their ſoules atrer his Aſcenſion, they 
—-» "hay could (*) not content themſelues ro weane 
IS to be the outward man, from the gult and joy, of 
euer loo- looking on him. | 
} king vp@ Bur though our Lord were pleaſed to 
Chriſt nouriſh their faith and withail to teach them | 
4 our Lord. how to tind him reigning in theirhartes, by 
| CyThet- drawing his corporall preſence tro their 
- eyes; yet that loue, was1ult and due, which 
\ of our Ttheyborcto him, whome God had giuen ro 
/ Lord Te- be Incarnate tor a ſpouſe to the Church, and to all 
| ſus, wasſo elected ſoules , foto draw their hartes more | 
\ excellent; powerfully by that ſacred ſight of his perſon, 
| as that then formerly they had, beene withdrawne, 


n) 


| --» by valawtull pleaſures . Nay euen great part 
ry S of our telicity in heauen, is, to conſilt in our 


| make it bchoulding the moſt {weete preſence of the 
other the þ1m512ty of our bleſſed Sauorr, and to enioy his 
' i was;net- embracemets; and yetthe forme of his diuine | 
| ther did face, hall be the yery ſame, which in this life | 
| — It was. For (*) ſo we find, that after his Reſur- 

| rality dif. 40, he continued to be knovyne by his | 
| raceit, former countenance; and ſo he was allo be- 


= 


4 \ 

q Math, fore that, in his Tr.mfizurdtion , as S. Hicrome | 

z- part. q. notes; & $. Thomas teacheth , That his forme 
| 


45-95. Was 10: changed into another; but onely {! 
6d by | that 
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and $autonr Teſus Chniſt . 
that there was an addition of ſuch ſplendour, 
as belonged to a glorified body. As on the 
other tide,the Pauſstbrlity, and Mort.zlty, which 
| for ourgood he would haucir ſubicct ro, did 
no way depriue it, both of pertect , & mot 
| powertull becury. 


How this mmfinz'e God, and ſuperexcellent Man, 
our Lord leſus Chia5t , did , with incomparable 
love, casi his cye of mercy vpon m.nkund. 


| CHAP. 8. 
V EF have now beheld, with the eye 


ot our Conlideration, being il}u- 
minated by theilightof Faith, the incompara- ” 
ble excellecy of the perſon of Chrittour Lord | 
| and Saujour; conſiiting of his Diuinity as | 
\ God, and of his moſt holy foule, and moſt 
beautitul], and pretious flcth , and bloud, as 
Man. And now this eternall God, this {c- 
cond perſon of the euer Bleſſed Tri:4ty,the con- 
ſubſtantiall ſonne of the erernall Father : In 
whome the treaſures of knowledge , and wiſcdome, 
| worclud yp. and im whome, and by utome , & for loan, s. 
ewhome,were created all things, and without him was 
made nothing , that was made. 'Uhis God I ſay 
(with being all that I haue already expre(- 
ſed, & being infinitely more then we know, 
ea, and more then we can explicitely be- 

bas )didnot onely caſt the eye of his com- 
aſſion ypon the miſery of man, but he1e- 
Folued to reach out bis helping had , towards 


1 the 
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44 Of the Lone of our Lord, | 
the redreſſe therof, He had created the world 
G) The and made this man the Lord of it, and (#) in- 
indow- duced him, in the perſon of Adam, with nany 
mente of pretious guifts , wherof ſome were ſupernatu- 
—_— rll, as Originall Iuftice , Grace, anda kind of 
ercation. IMMmortallty , with many others; and ſome 
were incident, as Connaturall, to that condi- 
tzon wherot he was made; namely an Vnder- 
| ſtanding & freewill, wherwith he was to know 
Apoci ts andloue, firſt & laft, the Creatour, and Center 
of ys all. Aprecept of Obedience was giuen 
to this foretather of ours, to abſtaine from taſt- 
ing ofthe forbidden fruite; which he contem- 
ning ( vpon his wiues pernicious counſel) 
) Vpon did (Þ) torfaite out right, thoſe ſupernatural 
thefirik guittes; and deſerued, thar thoſe others, which 
ſinne of were but naturall, ſhould beſo waunded and 
Adam his wcakned,as yve find them to be, by ſad expe= | 
ſuperna* rience. This ring of concluſions, coſt him 


_ deere ; for inſtantly the yvhole ſtate of his 
3 ere de. houſe vvas changed; and his Peſsons yvhich 
ftroyed, VVere meant to be but inferiour officers, be- 


& his na- came the Lords of that Reaſon , vyhich vyas 
eurall appointed to gouerne both them, and him. 
guyfts Noyy then, it is no meruaile, if vyhen this 
decayed. yyas done, he played the vnthrift; and laid 
©) HoW £, many debtes, and rent-charges vpon his 
ſoone the wh 
roote of 181% that,inſome ſenſe, a man may fay, The 
finne did Profits do ſcarce quitt the colt . For (c) hence 
beare a» grevV that pride, that enxy , and makce, yyhich \ 
boundice being rooted in the hart, did tructify ſo thort- 
ofbitter [y after, inthe hand of the accurſed Cain ; and 
trujtes na vyord, that conſummation of all impie- 


oy 
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and Sauzour Teſus Chrift . 
ty grevv from thence , vyhich aid prouoke, 
and dravy, vvith a kind of yiolence, a reſo- 
lution from Almighty God, to drovyne the 
vvyhole vvorld except eight perſons. 
Burt eue thole teyy, vycre inough to make 
thereit of mankind, the heires of their corrup- 
ted nature. Ando vvelec, vvhata vyorid 
vve haue of rhis, vvherin vve linc. What a 
coyle, doth this (4) Iraſcible, and Concupiſeible d) The 
keepe in our bodies and foules; yvhen either y;{Qrger 
yve defire that for our ſelues through an inor- of the [- 
dinate loue of our ſelues, vyhich lockes ypon raſeible 8 
vs vvith a face of ioy orpleafure, or vyhen we Concupiſ- 
vyould inflict matter of greete, or paine ypon cible,is the 
others , through an inordinate auertion from ground 
TE out of 
them ? The very ſchooles ot tinne, haue beene ich ate 
ſett open in the yvorld, and reyvaids haue moſt all 
bene propounded, for ſuch as haue excelled our finnes 
therin . "The Prouinces of the earth, haue of> do grows 
ren changed their Lordes, and formes of go- 
uerment ; and not only the teilds haue bene 
bedeyved, but euen great Riners, haue beenc 
dyed yyith bloud . The{(®) yycakenefle of (4y The 
man , ( cuen abſtracting trom expretle and great 
malicious vyickednes) 1s a lamentable thing weake- 
tolooke vypon . Hoyy often do yve erre in nefle of 
that, vyherin vve procure lealt to faile?y vho Man cuen 
hath not delired, and even purchaſed many — ; 
P24 is Wic. 
things, vvhich he thought had beene amea-,,_.. 
nes to make him happy; from vyhich. yer, 
he hath | amen nothing , but the bitter sf) The 
fruit of mifery? No (f) Cane isſo vveake; no milerable 
vyindc is ſo ingon(taut, and vyaugrivg from incolticy 
GR ES”. rar 5 xa the 9f man. | | 
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(8) How 

1ſtly my 

ve all, 

imitate 

that inco- 
arable 
aint ,in 

| ſaying 

| this, 
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46 Of the Love of our Lord , 

the imoueable North, asman is tro the Cen- 
ter of his reit , by the variety ot contrary diſ- 
politions, which raigne in him . Making him 
to be, now meiry , and then melancholy ; 
now deuout, then diltracted . Nay he ſome- 
tymes , who is valiant, temperate , Wiſe , & 
happy; within an hower atter, will be tea- 
retull , luxurious, indifcreet, and miſerable; 


_ and euen himſelie ſhall ſcarce know , how 


that growes, nor Why . So that , not only 
eucry Country,and Citty , & family is Vvpon 
all warnings, ſubiect, to mutation towards 
the woite ; but there is no particular man', 
who, euen in his owne boſome , hath not 
the woekull ſenſe of fuch diſorder, confuſion, 
andreitlefle variety of diſcourſe; that vnleſle 
our Lord God had youchſafed, and reſolued 
vpon ſome remedy ; neithzr would our poſ- 
ſcſle{lion hauc beene trectrom deſolation;nor 
our bodies trom deſtiuction; nor our ſoules 
from damnation . | 
S. Augultine exclaimeth thus , by oc- 
calion of his owne particular , and what 
then might he haue done vpon the generall? 
Tibz (8) laus, Tibt gloria, fons miſericordiarum:ego 
fiebam nuſerwor, & tu propmquaor. To thee, be prayſe, 
tothe beglory, O thou fountaineof mercy : 1 grew 
further of from thee by miſery, & thoucamest nearer 
me by mercy. For when the world was at the 


Confeſ.1ib. worlt, and wickedeſt , then did our Lord, 
the God of heauen and earth , whoſe very nature 
2s goodneſſe it ſelfe , whoſe will 25 power , and 
whoſe wirks is mercy , reſolue vpon the remedy 

| thorot. 
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and Sauiour Teſws Chris? .* 47 

therof. His *) pitty was not ſatisfied, Wit (h) Nor 
contynuing the whole world to our alli- ſhould we 
ſtance , and ſcruice, although by tinne ive ©2tent 

2 aboyg 4” our (clues 
had torteited the ſame. It was not ſariotied , in doing 
with mainteyning to vs, the vie of our ta- all (er- 
culties and ſcnles, wherby we had yer p 0- yices , to 
cured, to employ our ſ{elues wholly to his ſuch a 
dithonor. It was nor ſatisfied, with 1ayning Lord of 
downe ſweet ihowers of other blctlings,, x _ 
blowing ouer many birter {tormes of venge- Þ * "wy 
ance , Which his mwitice would taine haue 
powred ypon vs. In tine, it was not fatilied 
with ſuch expreſ{tons,asare wont to be made 
by the yenky partes of fleth and bloud , nor 
would lefle ſeruc his turne , then to give vs 
his owne only Sonne tor our totall redreſle. 
And yet, not only, tor the ſauing vs hom 
hell, { which1is bur the paine due to tinne ) 
bur tor the guilralſo it ſelte of finne, which 
1s incomparably worſe . For ſo Ged loved the 
world , that he gauehtsonly begotten! Sonne, to rhe 
end that i) whoſoeuer should beleerre in bim , might pow 
not perish , but have enerla$tng Le. And io that (jy gy 
was verified, which was faid by the mouth Faith 
ot his holy Spirit : Dives , > ptiiper oburauecrunt Working 
ſfibi, Dominus autcm operator ptrinſyue . The rich With cha» 


mn and thepoore, haue mer one another , and our © ME but 
Lord 3s the worher of both . For who to rich as pen 
0 without 


God, he being the abundance and the very 14; 

inexhauiſtednetle itfelte, of all plenty; and is dead as 

whatis1ſo poorea thing as man, and ſuch a ſayth S, 

man, as was euen vponthe very brimme , of ſamese 

dropping downe into the bottoine of hell , it #79% 236 
QUT 
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48 Of abe Lowe of our Lord. 
our mercifull Lord, had nor pur hirmſelfe be- 
twene h;imand home, 


The Orig/nall Roote and Motine of the infinite Lone 
of Chriit our Lord, to the Saluation of 
wian, ts diſconered. 


CHAP. g. 


Ht Love , Which our Lord Ieſus was 
pleaſed to thew mankind, is found to be 
_— very ditterent, from that which the men of 
of the Jo. 215 world ,are wont to beare to one ano- 
ue which *her- For cither we loye them who are rich 
our Lord fhat they may reward ys, or who are vſetull 
beares to that they may helpys, or who are beautifull 
vs in rel- that they may delight ys; and the beſt kind 
| pet of gf loge which we are wont to beare, is when 
= "WM we glue it, by way of gratitude, for ſome be- 
beare ro AEÞtS, or fauours, which yve haue receiued. 
one ano. But(®) man, inrelation ro Chriſt our Lord, 
ther. was1o poore, andſo deformed a thing , and 
ſo yyholly diſobliging him to loxe , as that 
| (b) The there yyas nothing in man, which might, ſo 
| former much as ſpeake of challenging any , at his 

| doubt is hands. It may alſo ſeeme a greater yyonder 
| ſolued b IS 3 
conſide.) Þovv he could induce himlelfe to loxe vs;lince 
riog the as there yvas no merit ON our hide; ſo , there 
fir mori. YYa$ 0 paſſion or blinde capriciouſnelie on 
ue of the fiis; Yyhich yer is the thing , that cooples ; 
loue of creatures together , many tymes , IN the 

our Lord chaynes of lone, vvithour all deſert. 

PV. For (+) the {oluing ofths _—_— 
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and Sauiour Teſus Chrift . 49 
che very roote therof, we muſt reſort to the 
motiue of the love of Chritt our Lord . Which Amor de 
was not ( as Doctour  Auila doth excellent- Dios, 
ly thew ) any pertection in vs, but only 
that which was in himſelte; and which, by 
his contemplation of his ete1na}l Fathers wil, 
was put in motion towards mankind . It 
depended vpon thatſolemne decree, which, 
with infimte mercy, was made by the molt 
blefled Trimty , of imploying him vpon the 
Redemprion and Saluation of the world . 
When thertore he became Incarnate, in the 
pure wombe of his all-immacul..e mother, 
in the yery inſtant of tie Creation of that 
molt holy foule, which was infuted into his 
pretious body, it was indued , yvith all thoſe 
incomparable bleſiingsand graces , vyhecot 
yve haue already {pcken;z and all vpon no 
other originall ground, bur onely becauſe our 
Lord God y vas pleated roamplity & extend 
his bounriful hand over that ſoyyle , and fo 
to exalt his oy vne goodnes, both tor Yards it 
and vs. Noreuen yvas that ſoule then in caſe 
to haue performed any one act yyhich might 
be meritorious in the fight of God , out of 
yyhoſe pure and primitiue grace and mercy» ®# 
thoſe ynſpeakeable benefits y vere bettowed. (c) What 

But vyhen in that happy initanc voſp:akes« 
| vyherin it vyas created, it did tir{t,open the able atfe= 
; eyes (©) of her already deified vnderttanding; was hy 
| and did ſee herſelte treely made that excellet nad Pu 
thing vyhich God is only able co comprehed; that ſoule 
and vyhen it kneyy trom vyhathang it came, by thab 
D and (gh? 
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&S Of the Loucof our Lord, | 
« and found itſelte to be in pollcetiion of an ab- 
{olure principality ouer all tne Creatures; and 
did contemplace al thoſe Hzerarchies of Cele- 
ſtiall ſpirits 1n heauen , who being proltiate | 
& in his fight did adoze him, in that happy in- | 

« ſtant, as S. Parl attymes . Tell me ( faith 

« doctour Awlaz(iteuerthis can pollibly be told) 

« With what lac would this ſoule ( being ſuch 

« a one) loue him, who had glorified itto ſuch 

gy a height ? with what kind of defize would it 
couet, that ſome occalion might be offered, 
wherby it might haue meanes to pleale 1o 

_ mighty a Creacour, and benetactour ? Are the 

« rounges of Cherybims , and Seraphims, able ro | 

« cxpretle this loue? 

« Let vs turther adde, ſayth he , thar 
vpo this extreme detire, it Was declared to the 
ſoule of Chriltt, that the will of God was to 
ſaue makind which had periſhed by the ſinne 
of Adum, and that this bletled Sonne of his 


| © hould, for the honor of God, and in obedi- 
| C ence to his holy will, encharge it ſelfe with 
« this worke; and ſhould take this glorious en- 
; « terprize to hart; and ſhould neuer reſt til] he 


Ot is1o- had brought it to a pertect end . And (*) 
| ue which for that, the way , which ali Cauſes, and 
i ſerteth : Creatures hold , .1sto Worke for love ( fince 
| ——_ they all do worke for ſome end or other 
> ebworke which they detire , the love wherof , being 
| for the Conceaued in their hartes , doth make them | 
obtaiting Worke \ :herfore thnce Chnit our Lord was 
their end, to take tl11s enteryriſe of the recemption of | 
mankind ypon hun, it followeth, that he 

vvould | 
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and Sauzouty leſus Chrift . &t 
would loue men with to g.cacaloue, tha 
torthe delire which he had to fee them re- 
medied and re{tored to their Ty:lrot glory ; he 
would diſpoſe him{eit2 to do, and tiitler , 
| whattocuer might be tit tor fuck an end. 

Andnow {( {ayth D. ani. tince that 
ſoule Which :yas 10 a dently dom um to pPicaic 
the Eternall Fathe:, did know fo vw oll, what 
it was to do; with what kind of joue would 
It turne itfelte rowa. ds men, torthic loung 
aid bracing oft them , through the obeui- 
ence which he carryed to his Father We f) (1 age 
ſee thar when a peece of Artillery,dilchargech this corts 
a bulier with ttoreot powder, and that the pariſons | 
buller goes glancing. as by way of brickwall 
trom the place, to which it was deligned, it y 
beareth backe with ſo much greater torce, as 
it was carried thither, with greate: fury. Since 
then the lboye , which tl.15 toule of Chit 
conceaued rowards God, did carry ſuch an 
admirable torce becauſe the powder of Grace, 
which was ina manner intinite, did giue the 
impulſe) and when , after, ir had proceeded 
In a right line to wound the hart of the Fas y 
ther, it rebounded trom thence, to the toue ic 
of men ; with what kind of torce , and joy, (g) We 
would it turne towards them , both mn the muſt clye 


4 


SES EV BY o 


S 


- 0-0 -? 


Way of loue and help? me to- 
| This Conſideration is made, in cect, WIr<e5 
as heer 15 yes , by the holy man Doctour 4- ledgof the 
«lt, to ſhew the infinite loue of Chritt onr je of 
{ I.ord rovs, Wherin'z\we may allo. yer further Chriſt 
helpe ow lelues, by ryſing, as by lo many our Lord 
D 2 degrees, by degres, 
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62 Of the Lone of our Lord, 

degrees through che ſcucrall loves which are 
borne by creatures to one another . For we 
fee hoyy vehemently men haue lTouecd their 
frinds; vveſee hoyy men haue loued themſc- 
Jues ; vye ſee hovy Saints haue loued their 
Sanctifier : but yyhat wrath 1s all this, it it be 
compared yvith the loyue of Chritt our Lord 
to God ;vvhich love 1s both the ground and 
meaſure of his loe to vs. We may ttly thet- 
tore cry out, in the Vvay of extreme admi- 


Aug. Co ration, Q:is comprehendet, quis enarrabii? There 
fel. tb. tw. j5 no tongue, there 15 no povyyer created, 


which can comprehend , and much lefle de- 
clare the bottomlelile, and boundlelle Ocean 
of this loxe. 


The my$ery of the Incarnation zs more partiticu< 
larly lookt mio; and the loycof our Lord 


Ielus « woderfully expreſſed theiby . 
CH AP. 10. 


FE O & the reſtoring therfore, & the ſtregth- 


ning of ouryycake and yvounded ſoules, 

to the eternall honor and glory of God the 
Farher, and in obedience to his vviſe and 
Holy yyill, did Chriſt our Lord vvith in- 
comprehenſible loue , yndertake the worke 
of our Redem ption, and {o}ltcitoully procure 
ourfanctification , for as much as concerned 
him ; bur that could not be completely 
wrought withour our concourſe. Becauſe as 
5: Aufien ith, vyhen he ſpeakerh of God ro 
NaN; 
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man; Ons recreant ſine te, non te ſalaabit fine te: 
He that created thee, without thee, rl (*\ not ſane (a)We 
thee without thy ſelſe . In this enterpriſe, he re- Muſt cooe 
ſolued to employ, and as it were, to giuc P*ratc 
himſelt away, trom the firtt in{tant ot his pre- Was 

os Srace of 
cious lite , varill the laſt. Gol, or 

Any one only at of his, through the in- «je the 

finite value of the diuine p2rſon ( to vyhich merits of 
both his ſoule aud body were hypotlatically Chritt 
vnired! had notonly byn ſufficient, but abun- our Lord 
dant,cuen ex rigore Insz'1e, tor the redemption _ GOOEs 
both of this world, & as many nullions more > FP 
of worlds, as the omnipotency of God could 7 
haue created , how ſocuer rhere be * Sectarics * Ciluun 
who tremble not toſay, That be fclr even the 
Paris of the very d.cmncd ſoules tn that ſoule of bis; as 
it the worke of mans redemption could not 
haue bcenc wrought otherwiſe . Where, by 
the way, 1t well appeares, even to halte an 
eye, whether the Catholike Doctrine, or that 
other , do crect a higher Trephee ro the honor 
of Chriit our Lord. But the while, every 
ſingle act ot his, being indeed (o all-ſuthcient 
for the reconciliation of man to God; it fol- 
loweth heere, {as will be alſo touched elfe- 
where) that ſome one only act, was perfor- 
med by him in the way of Iultice, to appeaſe (b) Cons 
that intinite Maielty offended , and {Þ) that all —_ ace 
the reit {which were fo many millions, as he pig —- 
alone isable to number) were performed in ,,qent_ 
the way of ardent, and tender loue to Ys. $0 loue of 
that Did had all reaſon to maguity the mer- Curitt 


cy of Almighty God, and to acknowledge, our Lord 
D 3 that t9 [Naa, 
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'i (Fl | Of the Loveof our Lord, | 

Plans, that Copioſa apad eumredenpte? , that 1t was no 

Tk pinching, or {cant redenp:zon, which was pre- 

pared for vs, but abundantly of ouer mealuic, 

and downe- weight. 

| And now it che bounty of God, & the 

lone ot our Lord leſs tro man, were fuch, that 

where one iingle act of his, might haue ferued 

the turne of our Redemprion, lic would not 
et be content with doing the lette, where he 

hind meanes to exprelle tlic more; how much 
leſle would it be agreable to thole bowe!ls of his 
Charity and mercy ( which vnder that very 
name of tendernefle, are {o often celebrated 
by his owne holy ſpirit, In holy Scripture) 

() The that he ſhould redecme vs, by another leſle 

meanes of glorious, and gracious (©) meanes, then by 

our Re- 11. ouift of his owne only ſonne, as hath been 

gemprion 141d Though yer, he might ſufficiently | 

was'a f2id- Though yer, he might ſufficiently haue 

more no- {0ne it, either by the creating of fome nevyy 

ble bene- man ; or by employing of Angells forthart 

fite , then purpoſe; or in tine, by any one of ſo many 

tae very millions of meanes, asto his wiſedome would 
h.edemp® nener haue bene wanting, if he had not bene 

Wo tel ointed our to this, by his love ro vs, which 

| did ſo abound. But his Incarnation was the 

if meanes, wherby he would vouchfſafe to ac- 

| complith the worke of our Redemption, 

which may well be called awrery, asindced 

ic1s, tor the many and diuine deepe ſecrets, 

which are locked vp therin. For by this, the 

Pridz of ma, which ſticks incomparably more 

cloſe to his foule in our i aſa; nature, then 

| any 5kinne doth toa body ; hath been thewed 

| the 
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and Sauour Teſus Chris. 
the way, by an oueruling kind of reaſon, how 
Ir might learne to (© become litble. By this, 
the baſenes of man was allo taught, how to 
clyme vp, ſotarre, as to grow to be a kind of 
God, by a diminution, as it Were, of the di- 
vinity ; and an intution, and laying 1t (as one 
may ſay) to fteepin the humility of the huina- 
nity of Chrilt our Lord, that to by mcanes 
o; Giace, we might [wal low and ſucke it v P, 
as an infant would doe his nur{es milke. Hear- 
ken how diuinely, S. 1:2:/ize doth expretl- 
the altitude of Eads 1 mercy, and wifedome, 
in particular; and1t euer you will admire the 
height and ſanctity of thar great man of God, 
it may benow . I was faith he' zu ſench 
of away, howto oe: t ſome 5t; renech , which magh! be 
fit for the cinoving of thee 0 God +, but I could mcete 
with none, tall I mraccd the mede.atour betwene God 
and man Chniil leſs, who i alſo God, above all 
things bleſſed , jor all eternities And who calleth vs, 
and ſauth, 1 am the way ,the ruth, and thelt|e : 4nd 
who u the food , which yt 1 wanted Strena:b to d:- 
geſt, nll be mingled hum{elfe with our flesh + tht (0 
thy (1) wiſe lome by which tho dids create all things 
mrght frament ſelſernto the natureof 2 \milke,wher- 
of we might ſucke, tit this tnf.mcy of ours. 
But 1, not being bum:bie, coul4 nat apprehend 
any Lord Ieſus Chriſt , who wa: ſore; humble . Nor 
et did 1 pnderdt.nd, irh.tt he meant to make vs learne 
(3) by that tfirmiry of bis . For thy 4." word which 
75 the eternalltruth bug fo b'vbly exalted ab the 
C4 hhest 
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cur Lord, 
doth fir(t 
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a leſan 
of Humie 
v, and 
thea of 
GUGiury, 


(e)Obſer- 
ue & pos 
aer tlie Ul» 
uine ail 
courſe of 
this great 
Saynt. 

D. Aruz, 
Corfeſs 1. 
7 Cap. 19, 
a)Thele. 
cond pr, 
ſon of the 
B, I cirite 
Ws. 

(:) By his 
Firms: 2111 
he did ac- 
COMMA 
daate hire 
{cit ro Our 


Capacity.(;) He meant to teach ys Hurry thereby, (4)The 


forne of God, 


—_ 


F6 Of the loue of our Lord, 

y The brgheft of thy Creatures , doth rayſe them vp vnto tt 
good An- ſelfe (5) rho were obedtent CF ſubrect tout . And hecre 
gells who below, among thy *6) mferiour creatures, it built, for 
Sa in it ſelſe ,(7\ a poore houſe of the ſame clay , wherof we 
aracefor were made . By $)which they were to be depreſſed jr0 
their hu- fe bigh concert of themſelues, (g) who would be- 
mility. = Come ſubrech theapnro 4 aud ſort might ſucke , &' draw 
(6) The themvntozt ; curing the tumour of thar Pride , and 
race of A» norrish1me their lowe. (10) To the end that they mrghr 
dam. no: goe further on , m vanity through any confidence 


(7 > cu mm themſelues, but might rather acknowledge therr 
h dy of owne mfirmity , when they $hould ſee the Dzumuty it 


Chrick ſelje, Iymg, as ur were, (11) infirme , before thetr 
our Lord. feete, by being content to weare the garment of our 
(s)Huma- flesb andbloud . And n 2.) ſo being weary, they m:gbt 
nity of {ejeft and proſtrate themſel1cs vpoa this 13 bumamty 
Chriſt | : EO of 

n - vl Pp of Chriſt our Lord , andit aſcending vp , might rayſe 
fo )No _- them alſo vp, together with at. 

—< IS To fuch excelle grew the Ioue of Chriſt 
not bm. Our Lord to vs, degrading himſelte that he 
ble can be might exalt vs; alflicting himſelte that he 
2 erve mE- might eaſe vs; and 1imptying himlelfe, of him- 
her of {| | ull of hin 

oe ſeite, that he nuight make vs tull of him, which 
Koed firtt was made apparant euen to theſe eyes rhe 
Cro)Chrilt ſelues of our fleth and blood hy the adimira- 
our Lorg Table myltery of his Natiuity. 

became 

Incarnate Oo 

to deſtroy our Pride, (rr) By the participation of our fraile na- 
ture, (12) Our Lord diſdaines vs not, though we come not to 
him, till we be weary of the tyranny of tinne. (13) The way of 
ng by the wp of Chriſt our Lord , is fiſt to pio= 
ficate our ſelues vpon his humanity, 
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Of the immenſe Loue of Chriſt our I ord , expreſſed 
to Man 1 bis boly Natuuny, 


CAT. IT 
\ 7 F, haueno reaſon to find it ſhige, 


that our Lord ihould be moie ta- 
ken , by the ci:cum:itances of thai ſeruice 
which he expecteth, and exacteti ol vs, lug 
by the very ſeruice it {eite. Lhe wave world 
is his, and he needs not any ting which we The 
call giue. He © isthe plenitude of all tings, MP Ht 
and can reccaue no {ubitantiall increale at yy God 
all ; bur he is only capable of honour, and is more 
olory at our hand- z and that doth only ac- plealed 
crcW to him on cur part by the affection , With 
wherwith it 1s procu! ed by vs. Now this the man- 
gh 0 ner, and 
truth, of his regarding , more the minde, & 
manner wherwith, and wherin things are heryith 
done, tin the very things themleluzs, 1s de- we do 
clared to vs many Wayes, bur \*' e[pectally him any 
by the ſoueraigne exainple it {clic of Chit leruice, 
our Lo1d. For, avit his pleaſure to redeeme then with 
. - \.., the thine 
vs trom the torments of hell, and rhe flanery : (offs. * 
of ſinne had been nothingzas it [11S THCarRANON, (iy Coup 
( which was an incffable deſcent tor the Dit- x,grq gid 
Winity to make | hal bene no great matter; ine praiſe 
Jetts ys further ſee, by the manner of 1t, \what that in hig 
a meaning he had to bind- ys yet fatter ro 2wne per- 
him, by the chavnes of le . —_ woe 
” gs 1+. /C.., he expe- 
It would haue cott him nothing ſince Pu” 
he would necds become man tor vs ) to nay _ 
VCIte 


A, mo... 
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& Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
veltcd his ſoule, wich che body ot a perfeft ', 
man, all at once; andas tully complete, in 
all che funRions and actions therot , as atter - 
ward iis owne facred body was. At eaſe, he 
might alſo ( ſince there was no remedy, bur 
that he would needs become a Creature} haue 
taken fo much of the greatnes ot the world 
to himſelie , as would hauc made him 1n- 
comparably more glorious, more triumphar, 
and more abundantly happy , by a floud ot 
temporall telicity, then $42, and all the 
Cezſars did entoy. 
But not the fubſtance of our Redempris, 
not the ſubſtance of his owne Incarnation , 
could fatiſfty and quench the aracnt delfire 
which reigned in his ſacred hart, to thew his 
(Cc) Our 1 gt - ; 
LoraGog loueto vs3(©) valelle , for our ſakes, he had 
wouls Wirthall, bene bornea child ;and had become 
not be ſa- therby, obnoxious to all the impotencies & 
tisfied miſeries of that age; in ſucking , crying, , and 


with lee fwarhing, with a thouſand other incommo- 
then be= 1/77. 


comming, 


i apbore £ This King of glory was allo pleaſed, 

maked *0 commend his loue , asmuch by pouerty as 

* child for he had done already by infirmity; and in- 

V3. ſtantly (4) to pur himſelte , initced of a Pal- 

Lucazs Jact,into a ſtable at the townes end of Bethle, 

(d) The all abandonedand open, ſuch asare vſcd in 

) — ng hoat countries . And there, the B. Virgin- 
| Pp =r mother, did ſtay , and ſuffer many dayes , 

| Lorg, Which any vagabond Gypſy would haue 

found dithculty to do. Our Lord was layd 
in a Maunger , inſteed of a Cradle of gold; 
vnder 


IRS: < ———— EY 
and Sauwur Teſus Chriſt . | 
vnder a Rocke, initecd of a rich Cloth of St,ee. 
He was Wrapped in outs, infteed of being | 
adorned with Impeiall robes. He was at- 
tend. by the Orc , and the Afe , infteed of 
Connſcliors of his Szare, & Officers 0; his Cronwne, 
and magiſiraics of his kingdome . And ail that, 
at f1ich a ty me ot-the veare, t2en hich a 
harder, and colder could not be tennd; and 
cuen in the very iu{thower after midnisht,to 
ſhew thathis loue, wouldnot giue him leaue 
to tay til] the ſecond. 
his miltery of the holy Natmrty of 
our B. Lord, was meant by him \ as all thoſe 
othersallo were, of hislifte , and death ) not 
only a> a meanes of our redemprion , ©, but CR 
as a molt mit motive alto of our Imitation, of fas *Fk 6 
thoſe vertues which thine therin; and elpeci- came man 
ally of Humalr:'y, P.tzence, Chart'y, and Poverty. that he 
The originall tinne which cetcendeth to Vs might re- 
by our tore-Fathers , being accompanied by deeme vs, 
our OWNe actual finnes, had greatty ditfion- and that 


"q IE we might 
1cd the Ive of God which vas madein vs; F798 
: 26 Ly; -  1i:ate 
and tor the enabiing Vs to Ic payre, and re- pn 


forme the ſame, it concerned vs much to haue » 7-416 
ſome ſuch excellent true patterne as this , ac- de Dios: 
cording tro Which we might mend our {clues; (tf; It was 
Ir concerned vs alto much, ' as 1s excellently Wholly 
pondered by Father *' Arias , that , on the 2*<fary, 
one ſide, this Gurdeor patterio, ſhould be 1t- _ mY 
| <p ;utde to 
fivte f\ and perceptible by cur. other ſenſes. peauer 
For {betides thar it i« a mott conatural thing, thould be 
and carryeth great proportion to man , Who both vi#- 
15 compounded both of body and ſoule, that ble £> in- 


he falibie, 
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| | 
ba he ſhould aſcend by viſible, and corporeall _ *'> 
| things , to ſuch as are ſpirituall and inuifible) 
man b2came by his finne extremely vncapa- 
ble and blynd, towards the knowledge of 
thoſe inuhble things, and therfore it imported 
much, that the example which he was to fol- 
low ſhould be wyible. And on the otherkde it 
was wholy fit, that this Guide thould be 2xf.1l- 
Uhle, and knowne to be vynable to ene, tor 
otherwiſe, men could not follow him with- 
out much daunger, orat lealt withour much 
feare of errour, 
Now God of himſelte was not v/fible, 
 andſohe could not be this Guide according to 
E)The that former condition;and man as man, could 
diviue 1n- : ) : 
on oe not b2 ſecurely free from cerrour , and fo he 
Joue wher could not be a Gude, according to the latter. 
by our The (8)remedy therfore was refolued ypon : » 
Lord was by Almighty God; That, tor our good, he 
pleaſed tro would become, and be borne a man ; that 
—_— ſo being man , God might be1{ible ; and man 
_—_ oy” being God, might be zmf.llible . And this is | 
In ſerm. de briefly declared by the incomparable S. Au- | 
Natnic, L!tme ſaying . Man who m'ocht be ſcene”, was not 
Dom.apud to be 1mitated by men , becauſe be mi;ht erre;, and 
Artamlc» God who might ſecurely be imitated , could not be 
ro ciraro. ſcene ; And therfore to theend, that m.m mighrhaue 
« 2 Guide, who might bothbe znutated and be ſeenc ; 
« God youchſafed to becomeman . Tuitly thertore, 
Til de doth Father Arias expreſfſe himſclte , in this 
Dus C1. admiring manner : O how great was the 


«& mercy of God! O how deepe a Sea wasit, 
| « full of mercics , that he would ſo accomodate | 
fe: | him= | 
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and $ autour Teſus Chriſt . Gr 
himſelfe to our weakenes, and condeſcend tg 
our baſenes! For as much, as becaulc man, 
was not able tolce any other, the the vo: kes 


of fleth and bloud : he, who was the Creator 


) 
of the Angelicai] ſpirits, would make him- 


ſelte man . And tor as much, as he, who hol- 
deth his Imperiall feate and throne , in the 
higheſt heauens, and who conuerted only i 111 
hcauen,and was there beheld by the Angell, 
would grow to be y:jible , 1 this interior 
world; and conuetiſe, and trcat with mottall 
men ; that ſo , by his example , he mighr 


reach thei , ths \vay to Snail bl:tlc. All 


hi deb by the holy alid learned Fa- 
ther Aris. 


How by the Poucrty of our Lord 1e{us 11 143 Natiui» 
ty,Poore MeN are com| orted,.md the rich 
; A? 4 x _ , 
are rept from bang proud. 


CHAP. 12 - 


Y the pouerty which our Lord Ieſus 
was pleated bothroteele jn himfelie, and * 
to declare to vs, inthis {weer mittery ot It 
N.nwmiy, he thewed cuen in other re{pects , 
particular loue to all the worid . For .* he 
auc comtort therby , to all 1uch as ſhould be 
Co of parents, who vvere poore;ti;at ſo, 
thataccidenr might no loger be ſummed y Þ, 
rn the account of mens great misfortunes, ac- 
cording to the cultome of the vvortd; vyhen 


they thould lee that the tug kuwg otvlory , 
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62 Of the Lowe of our Lord , 

would youchiate to keepe them copany ther- 

in. And as tor {uch others as doe, or tj;al de(- 

cend of nch progcnitours; out Lord with ar- 

dent Clarity, did giue them atio now , ale(- 
(b)By this fon of numility , by his owne being borne in 
lo poore ſo g:catpourrty. For Þ) who 1 he that can 
Nauultty, he exculedin {uch a yanity, as to take much 
rich Men \Jeaſure and glory, in that which Curiſt Teſs 


are obli- ; bd jp 
ged norto would not countenance by his example? This 


Yauntthe Pouerty 13 counted to vs by another circum- . 


ſelves v- ttance which is very conſiderable. For his ſa- 
pon that cred, and imaculate Mother , was as highly 
occalion. noble, euen according to the extraction of 
bloud , as a creature could be; the being line- 
ally as, hath byn ſaid, deſcended from ſo many 
Prophets, Kings, & Preiſts. Now for our Lord 
to permir, thac ſo high nobility , ſhould be 
left in the hands of ſuch neceſſity, as euen 
with ours, we may tec!e him to haue bene 
ſiie& to; as it heapcs the more contept vps 

him, ſoit doth more proclaime his loue to vs. 
I omit to thew how, that although that 
pureſt wombe of the B. Virgin were in ſome 
(OHow reſpects a more glorious Pallace then heauen 
our Lord jr {elſe, could haue hol pen his humanity yntoz 
on _ yetin others it might goe for a kind of pri- 
= ney ſon to his body; as reltrayning it, nts} well 
:ntertaine 10 thoſe conditions, to whichthen he vouch- 
thoſe ſated to let himlelte be ſubiect. But howſoeuer 
poore ſhe. he vyas no ſooner delinered from thence,the 
pheardes the poote(© Sheephards were wooed, by him, 
with a toreceaue the token of his impatient, andin- 


Quire of ompazable louc « And according to thatin- 
Angells, P finite 
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finite Wiſedome, which became his God head 
(whichis wor to gouerne 11itcriour Creaiies, 
by ſuch as are {uperiour to them as allo be- 
caute te would both call, and tree tnole poore 
men, at once, trom errour; he diſdayned not 
to lollicitthem by aquire ot Angells; that the 
olory of lo {upernatut rall, and ſublime a vitio, 
might auert them trom all that vyant oft faith, 
vyhich his pPOore APPCArANce , might cat! ily 
haue inclined them to. "Choſe Angellsp TO- 
claymed, & did appropriate, as it vvere, (4 All 
glory :o God ;, vyhich vvas lo highly and nuly youu Is 
duc ro him per excellentiam , tor the admira- Go =" 
ble humility and charity vyhich vyas exprel- 
fed by him in this act; & vvithall they publt- 
thedand applyed all good ru peice 10 men, 
Bur yetto men , St tarre torth as 
they might only chance to be migl.ty , or 
witty , or noble , or wealthy , or learned. 
And much lielle, to ſuch as ould be given 
to repine , or Who thould be fo abounding , 
and regorging with ſeniua}l pleaſures ( all 
whichare the ſadd ettects of ſelte loue, and 
very contrary tothe Joue of our Lord Jelur, 
in whome'alone, originally, true peace is 
Found * but only It was bequeathed zo me of a 
good wilt. The (©) property of which , true (6) The 
good w1l, 15 to put cuery thing 1 n his due place. eondiricn 
And whatplace can delenie, thar the Joue of of a will, 
our hartes thould be lodged 1 init by ys, but which 3s 
that devine perſon of our only Lord and Sa- truly 
uzour leſus Chriſt . Who in this littie {pace of good, 
one night , hath knit vp ſuch a world of 
reli. 


(d) All 


Was — i 
y DO — 
a. dem 4 — — 
. — _ 
- 
” . 


64 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
rteitimonics of his deere Joue to ys; and who 
did calt himieclie downe , from the top of 
glory ro the by.tome ot m ſery , that ſo he 
migh:icarry vs Vp to the place from whence 
himſelte was come. and who, ( though he 
were not ouly , the rrue owner, but the ſole 
Creatour of the whole world ; and who 
created it no otherwiſe then by filling it, 
with his very {clie ) was yet content to ſee his 
owne ſacred humanity, ſo depriued & turned 
out of all; as that no place ſhould be emptye 
for the receauing of him ( Quz4non erat et locus 
mn diuerſorio) but only ſuch a one , as might 
ſeeme rather to haue bene taken from bots : 
then giuen by men. 
(f5 How Thelc (f) Shcepheard; indeed were of 
rich thoſe that good will, which was ſo commended by 
poorethe- the Angells ; and as ſuch they carried, not | 
pacards only peace txem that fight of Chritt our Lord, 
were ma* andhis bleſſed mo:h.r, but oy alſo. And that, 
daatan oordinary , bur an excelliue 99 , which is 
za(taac. Jp 
* another guitt of the holy Ghoſt, and a meere, 
and mighty effect of his diuine ioue. To the 
Z 0 participation wherof together with a moſt 
' | entire thankſgiuing, the holy Catholzhe Church , 
. inuiteth all her faichfull Children , in theſe 
| moſt glorious and magnificent words, vpon 
ThePre- the day of this great Feftzuity, in the Preface of 
il +4 my the molt holy Sacrifice of the Maſſe . Vere dig- 
por Chriſt. 74 & mitum ett, equum & ſalutare, nos ttht ſem- | 
y maſſe day. DT > & vbique gratzas agere : Domine ſaute, pater 
Omnmpotens, eterne deus. Qua per mcarnats verbs 
myſterium, wu mentis nofirg oculs lux ts clart- 
\ 308 and 
\ 
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and $anour Teſus Chrifs. 6g 
tatisinfulſit : vi dam viſibiliter Deum cognoſermis; 
per hunc , 1nmuſt91:2611 amorem, Taptamur . E ded 
cum Angelts , & Ach. , cum Throus & Do= 
muationtbus, C1:1n4:16 0mm mi 14 caleſtts exerct- 
tus , hymium gloize tha canmus , ſine jive dicentes; 
Sanitus, Sanctus, Sanctus , Dommus Dens S abaeth, 
Plea ſunt celt £7 terraglojiu ina, Hoſarnu m ex- 
celjis . Bened:;(as quivenc i nomine Dymim , Hogs 
ſanna mn excels. | 

It reaſon that we gue thee eternall thankes, 

Oholy Lord , O omniporent Father , aud eternall 
God ; mregard tha by the mastery of the Incarnate 
Word, 4 neiw {'g of thy ſplendour , hath cleered 
wp the eyes of our mine. That ſo whilſt we aregrowne 
to know God afier a viſible manucr , wemay be ye= 
bemenitly carried vp, ro the love of inuiſible things. And 
therfore , together with the Angells and Arciian- 
| gells, wrththe Uhrones , aud Dominations, c# 
with all thoſe Squadrons of that Celeſtrall Army, we 
ſing cur this Hinme of glory , ſaM1'.g :0 thee , without 
end, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Saboath: .he hea- 
Hesy earth are ſul of thyglory, Hoſan in the highese. 
Bleſſed be he who comeih in the name of our lord, Ho- 
ſanna m the higheſt . Thus, 1 1iay, doth our 
holy mother che Church exhore ys, to re- 
boyce and gine thankes to God, for his great 
metcy in this diuine miſtery; and he 15 no ttue 
ſonne of that mocher, who will aot hearken 
to heryoyce. 
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66 Of the Loucof ovr Lord , 


Of the vnſpeakeable loye, which our Lord leſus ex- 
preſſed to ys in his Curcumcition. 


___— CHAP. 13- 


V T as forthe bye , which our Lord did 
ſhew ro thoſe poore Sheephards, ſome 1g- 
(a) The norantcarnall pertfon , may chaunce to lay , 
ſoule and or atlealt tothinke, 'hat itdid norcolt him 
body of much. Letſucha one therfore looke, vpon 
iy _ tis painetull, and ſhametull Circumoſion. Pay- 
—_ netull, and ſhameftull to him , bur ot Vnlpea- 
more ſen» Kcable loue, and benefit to vs. And firlt , tor 
ſible of as much as concernes the paine, itde{eruesto 
ſhame and be conſidered, that the ſoule , and body of 
payne the Chriſt of our Lord, had another manner of 
any other. yaderitanding, (*) anddelicare tecling , then 
any other Crea:ure,hath euerbene acquainted 
_ 4 with . Which circumſtance I will nor heere 
D. =—_—_ dilate, becauſe when afterward I thall kaue 
Ib.» d Talon to ſpeak of his ſacred paſtor, the occa- 
gratia fon will be, fayrely offered. Bur the paine 
Chrii.cap. mult needs be exceſſ1ue, to hauc a part of the 
3l. bodyſocntot, bya violent hand; and thar 
GO) DD no: with a kinfe, or any ſuch ſharpe inſtru- 
_— ment , which would haue brought it to a 
+ PI {peedy en.d;bur according to ine cultome, with 
more in- 2{t0ne, which was g-ornd into a blunt kind 
ſuff-rable of edge ; and which mult needs prolonge the 
ebea torment of the parienr. 
Payne, Yet(b) paine how great ſcocuer, 1s but 
atoy to agencrous minde, in xeſpect of re- 
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and $auionr Teſus Chrift . 6y : 
roach and thame. And amonglit all degrees 
of thame; that 1s tarre the greateit, which im- 
plyech the party to haue deterued it, and thar, 
in the deepeſt kind . Now as, when rhere iS 
queltion of pride, the atfectation and detire to 
haue a tame of ſanctity , 1s tare {nperiour to 
any ambition of che, 07 ltrength, or know- 
ledge, or any other{tich aduantage what{oe- 
uer ; ſothe intamy of impiety , of ſinne. Is 
that, which, ofail other , woundeth molt. 
Tunis inſamy 1s thertore the very thinge, tO 
which, our Lo:4, with ſtrange con:empr of 
himlelte, did ſubmir his diuine excellency. 
And norwirhſtanding the perfect hatred 
which indeed he carryed to all that, which 
| looked likefinne; he was yet content to lay 
that thought atide , through the infinite loue 
which he bareto vs; and he pinned that badge 
Vpon his owne fleeue , which was only to 
baue been worne by the traytours & Rebels , Oye 
ot Almighty God ; and he reſoj}ued ro Weare Lora ,by 
it, betng God jiimſelte, the pay ne 
By taking (this badge of ſinne, which & itame 
was p.tyne and shame , to his owneperſon , he 9215 47. 
did nor only ſatisfy tor the ſenſuality & pride — 
of man, but he deliuered ysallo from being (,. y 
ſubiect any longer to thoſe tyrants; both by jjnnes; te 
the grace which he obrayned therby ar the did pur« 
liands of his eternal] Father, and by the exam- chate 
ple which he gaue in this his Circumciſion of a grace,and 
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Uiburion, for the lone of this Lard, will not 
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63 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
now procurs to follow his example; and at 
leaſt, by little and little , ro weane himlelte 
fro eltimation of honour, and delight in plea- 
ſure; ſince the king of glory,did contethiml(elf, 
for the loue of vs, to be thought a ſinner; and 
to yndergoe the obligatt5s due to ſuch a one. 
| Dodtour Amwla, in his Aud: Filia , yſeth this 
Cop. 75. exccllent compariſon . 1f (4 a King sboyld gee r= | 
pon his barc feete, and should be weary , and should 
+ © "not ſweat through the length , and sh.arpnes of the way, 
4 hauing his back loaden with ſackcloath , and hss 
ponder | ! | | 
this com. Jacerwith teares, as king Dauid did , and had, by | 
pariſon, 9cc.ſion of the reuolte of Þz; ſome Abſalom, what ſer= | 
aant or Courtzer could there be of bis , who , ether | 
| | (e) Let ſor louc , or 5).2me , would not alſo goe on ſoote , and | 
| world. wynsbodd , and as like his king , as he could be ? And ſo | 
F linges theboly Scripture affirmeth , that all the ſeruants of 
thinkeas Dyyid did, and allthe people which accompanied him 
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Vgatly mM at that tyme . And the ſame autbour ſaub afterward, | 
be Tharthe al:utude of the ſtate of perfect Christtans, 7s 
erfe& ſogreat, and that Chit our Lord hath wrought ſuch 
ſeruirs of 4 change zn things, by bys holy example ;, as that the 
God, do bitter, and tie baſeof this worlds growne to be hon - 
find the gable, and del:cntfull. And (© that be enableth his 
eruth of ,, ce ſeruants cocatt thegorge, when they are but to 
__— ey} raſt ofthat , in thepurſuite oherof, worldly men, are | 
veryharts. Sond pda. | bt 1. lira 
ypon the porr:re of «£;4tttrip the chroates of one another. (| 
* Titulo de I husfayth Doctour Ama. 
Mdewor, F.1. Arias doth {erue himſelſe of another 
Ca.4, coMmpariiou tothis effect : 1f a Kang ſurting in bis 
y chavre of State should, by a * law, command that the 
Caualle;oes oj iris Court , should weare their gar- 
\ ments of ple ſiaſſe , for the enricoing of hes kang- 
N demi 
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dome . or that for the defence therof they should accu- 
Frome themſelues ro carry ſuch or ſuch a kind of weaps, 
zr1s cleere that they would take thenſelues tobe $1 0- 
bliga.ton of obſerumg that law . But if the king him- 
ſelfe,at the very gate of his Royall Pallace , should pro- 
clarme the ſame with his owne princely moxih, & for 
the ex.cmple of others, would gird ſt ſuch a weapon to his 
owne ſide; put ſuch a garmet vpo his own back ,with- 
out doubt his Couriters would rake theſelues to be more 
ftraritly bound to keepe this law . And as they Should 
be honored who would obſernent, ſo the breach therof 
would 1ntly my tle the mnfringersof1 if ro more grieuous 
pnishmet. Now * Gyd being in 1s Thron of glory, did (f)Obſer» 
commaund, both by the naturdll,cy written lawe, that ve this 
men 5heuld live according to vertue ; and be carefyll ro applica- 
zmbrace thoſe meanes, which mght condace to thar od and 
ſaluation. This Luve , hepubleshed , by meanes of bus 
Angells, and other Creatures; and the world was thee, 
bound to obſerue the ſame ; and the breach of tt was $550 
both threatned , and reuenged with the cternall fire 
of Hell. But in the tyme of the law of grace , God 
hinſelfe deſcended from his Impertall throne, & came 
downe mts theworld, apparailing hnmſelfe with the 
garment of our flesh and bloud . And with his owne 
ſacred mouth be did proclaime hys Euangelwall Law. 
And in his owne ſacred perſon , he (8) complyed with (8) p The 
all that vertue , and ſanitity , im ſapreme perſection, n c _ 

;hriſt 

which beexadted at the hands of men . And(®") be am- | tg 4 
braced all the memes of paine and shame , wherby ſm- (by) His 
cere and ſol:d vertue i ob:amed . So that there can be mortificas 
no doubt , but that our obligation to keepe his luv , ts tion 
much the greater, ſince 3t is auowed by his orne exam- 


ple ; and conſequently the fault tn breaking it , _ 
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: be more imexcuſable, and the pyntshment dye 10 ut, | 
(i) Gine ore intollerable . And 1) if when Chriit our Lord | 
preat at- 145 yet on earth , and d:d command his Diſciples to | 
gentionto preach his will, tothe people of Iſrael; and (ro moone | 
this cir- men alſo by thetr example | be conn wnded that they | 
cuinſtace, chould gee on joote,, and not only without money , but 
enenmwirhout shoes ;C> that o:1erwije alſo, they Should 
be poorely cladd; and did then pro:est that the people 
who would no! hearethar Dodrme, Should find them- 
ſclues in worſe caſe , at theday of Iudgment, then they 
of Sodome cr Gomorra : how mcomparably much more 
willit tncreaſe our damnaiton . who h.tue bene taught 
| by the very mouth , and hate bene connnced , by tht 
| example, not only of the Diſciples , but of Christ our 
| | Lord humſclje, the king of glory ) af we 1nta enorhu 
| pertucs, andif we imbrace not his mortificatons. 
| "Chis 1s the ſumme and ſubitance of that 
$- excellentdiſcourle of Fa. Ar:as, wheie he trea - 
res of Chritt our Lord ynder the quality of 
his being our Redeemer. And although he doe 
i generall, propound it there, as inducing vs 
to pennance and yertue, ypon the contidera- 
(That; n ofthe doctrine, and example of Chritt 
+ e"IY; , and example of Chri 
deration Our Lord, atlarge; yet(*) it ſecmes very ra- | 
brought turall, that heer i thould apply it in particular 
by Fa. manner, by occaſion of this miitery of the Czr- 
Arrias cumciſion . Wherein, the firlt , of that moſt pre- 
doth ve- tious þloud , was thedd,, wherby the world 
oo Ge was to beredeemed ; and when he , who was 
beloag co the true , and ſupreme Law-giuer did di- 
the Goo. Mn himſelte ſo much, as to become obno- 
cifon of X10us to that penalty of his owne Law: fince 
our Lord. as hizholy Apiſtle ſaith , He who is, circumciſed, u 
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and Sanour Teſus Chriſt . _ 
bound therby to fulfillihe Law . And laftly, when Gat, * 
he who was tie eternal ſpring, the oucrfloww - 
ing river, andthe bottomlelle ſea of all fancti- 
ty , would be contented for our good ( & tor 
the drawing vs, by his example, to loue, paine 
and thame) cw be accounted by men, tor a crea- 
ture , as odious and abhominable in the fight 
ol God, as all tinners are. 
But he thought not all this too much, 
ſo that he might free v< trom the curſe of that 
Luv , to whici he would be fubicct. Aduiting, | 
and enabling vs hcerby, to Circumciſe > the (e( The 
inordinate atfetions of our haits ; which are corporal 
as ſo many veynes , wherby the bloud of life O—_ 
is dravwne trom that true loue, which 1s only ©. 
due to ſuch a Lord as this, who is all made gur Lord 
of loue . Now becauſe this miſerable race of mult 
men wouldnot fully correſpond, with that teach vs 
incomparable Charity of Chriſt our Lord, howto | 
it wasſ{o much the more agreable, to the iuſtice = — 
of God the Father, to acknowledge, and re- mails 
vvard this vnſpeakable humility of his ſonne, 
And therfore then it yyas, that he ſtampt vp6 
him, the name of Ieſus, rowhich the knees of all Lye, ,, 
Creatures should be obliged to bow. Cele5hiall, yyhoſe Php, x, 
charity he had ſurpaſled;rerrefriall, vvhoſe life | 
he had in{tructed ; and Infernall, yyhoſe pride 
he had contounded . And heerby vye further 
ſee , hovv infinitely are yve bound to this 
]. ord, for this ſtrange loue of his, yyho, vvhen 
there ſhou'd be queſtion of taking ſuci aname 
as might be properto him , laid all ſuch na- 
mes afide as might expreſle the Maieſty of 
E 4 bim- 


I». 


— 


Of che Loue of our Lord, 
himſelfe; and made only choyce of thatname 
of leſus yvich might declare his Soueraigne 
MCIcy to Vs. 
| The Names vyhich groV ve from God, 

are farre ynlike ro thoſe which are 1impoſzd 
by men; tor theſe latter,are meere extrinſeca[l 
denominations; and the former, are a molt 

exact abridgement, and mappe of thoſe Con- 
ditions which grow within. So that, together 
vvith this name, our Loid Ileſus vyas fublimed 
to the othce , and dignity of a pertect Sauitour 
(n)What of q4ankind . Not (®) ſuch a Sauour, as the 
= - 9M Sectaries of our age are miſerably vyont to 
9.4. of $a- Make him ; vvho conceaue him, to hane only 
wiour, faucdour ſoules trom Hell, vvhich 1s but a 
Chrick puniſhment of linne, (as vvas layd before) 
our Lord and vyhich punithment hovy great ſocuer it 
is made be, is incomparably of leſle deformity, and 
by the true miſery, and vvere farre rather to be ac- 
Sectapies, cepted, and choſen then the lealt ſinne it ſelfe 
vvhich can be committed ) but ſ1ch a one as 
doth chiefly ſaue our ſoules from the guylr of 
finne;and that, by ſanihyng vs indeed, yvith 

his ?nberent grace, and not by a kind of Iufzce, 
yvhich only , is wputed to vs , vyhillt the 

vvhyle indeed itis none ofours . Through 

the vvat vvherof, the Jeaprouſy of our ſoules, 

thould not be cleanſed and cured, butonly 

they thauld be couered and clad , as thoſe 

deceaued men conceaue , with the robe of his 

Innocency . 

Ou: Lordgine them light, toſee, and 

knovv, hovy deeply & dangerouſly they de- 

caaue 
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ecaue themſelues, and dithonour him, ynder 

the pretence of piety, and peruerſe and coun- 

terfaite humility, vyhilit they make him bur - 
ſuch a Sauiour as this . Thr errour { as Doctour Audi Vt. 
Auilaſaith \ proceedeth from the want , of h-10wing I3Cap, $9. 
the love, which leſt: Chit doth beare, to ſth us 

@re in the ſtate of grace , whome his bowels of mercy, 

would not pernut, that \ whilst him; elfe 1.as 2.ſt, cy 

full of all good things" he should ſary to ſuch as he 11- 

ſtifyed , Content your ſel1es with this , That 1 abound 

with theſe good things, and cſteeme them for your one 

mm regard that they are m me ; al:hough i your ſelges, 

you remame vyntrſt , impure, and naked . There is 

no bead which woull hold ſuch layutge as this, to bis 

living members ; nor one ſpouſe to another, if be shoald 

deerly loue ber . And much liffe , will thar Celest:alg 

ſpouſe ſay ſo ,wbo is giuen for apatterne to the (poy- 

ſes of this worll ;th.ur ſo afrer his reſemblance , they 

may treate and luethear fellow} ſpouſes . Tou men- 

faith S. Paule, lone your rites as Christ loned bus 
Cburch,whogaue him{ilte over for ur, to ſndlify at, 

and to clenſe tt by baptiſmne , and by the word of life. (n)The 
I; then be ſanctity, and wash, and clenſet:, and that doArine 
with his owne bloud (which is the thms that gigech Of impur 
power to the $ acranets , to cleanſe ſorles, by bu grace meningk _ 
&h:< they ampart\ how can that ſoule rem.:me pntutt, preſly JR 
and filthy, which is washed and cleanſed by a thing pugned 
which & of (9 extreme efſic.cy. And in conformi- by holy 
ty of that which was athrmed before the ſame ſcripture, 
Doctour Auila, doth alſo cleerly thew after- 2924 doth 
ward, that ſuch opinions as that, do no way, —_— 
ſerue'® either towards the veriſ7ing of the Scriptures, —_ = 
or for the dozug of Teſus Chriſt , ſufficient howour. Crrin 
For our Lord, 


74 Of the Toue of our Lord , 
: For ſince the payne (ſayth be) which is que to finne, is 
& leſſe euill:o any mm, then the guiliof the ſame 
finne , and the miuztice and deformt'y which is cauſed 
therby ,, ut cannot be ſaid, that Christ our Lord doth 
| faue his people from thety ſinnes, if by his merits he ouly 
[ obraine, that they may n2t be nmputed to them, for theaer 
pruntshment, yuleſſe fir#t he should take theguilt away, 
by che guift of grace . Nor yet that heobtayneth paurt- 
ty , and piety for men , vulcſſe by deteſting ſwne, they 
1. keepe the Luv of God . This 1s the wugdement 
ot Doctour Auzla. 
 We(®) therfore according to that truth 
fo) The yhichis reucaled by Almighty God, and pro- 


—_— pounded to vs to be belceued by the holy 
concer- | Catbolike Church, his imaculate Sporſe, doe co- 


ning this felle, to the toy, and triumph of our hartes , 8 

' poynt. With irreuocable yowes of the highelt gratitu- 
de that we can conceaue , for {uch an infinite 

benefit, not only, that he is the Sawutour of vs 

from hell (which is but as an effect) but from 

ſinne alſo ir ſelfe , which isthe 1uſt cauſe ther- 

Ws of . And not only ſo, but that he ſaves vs tur- 
a ther alſo from the want ofall thoſe helpes , & 
graces of the holy Ghoſt which are conuenier, 

Tuc,s, Vi finetimore, de man'bus unmicorum nofrorum lt- 

| berati, ſerutamns1llt, mn ſanttitate , & mſtit14 coram 
IK: zo, omnibus diebus vite notre . That being deline- 
red from the handsof our enemyes, we may ſerue him 
without feare, in holynes CF tuſtice before him, all the 
dayes of our life. At the end of which dayes we 
ſhall be admitted to ſeea day in heauen, which 
hath no end, and which admits no cloud. 
This I fay,is to be the precious truyte of this 


mor- 


e822 + 
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' morning ſaciitice, of his Circumciſion, to put Ys 

into a ſtate, which can admit no euening. For 

as S. Augnitine ſayth , dres ſeptimus ſme veſpera ef, 

nec habet occaſum , qui: ſ.mctrficaſtt eum ad perman- 

© ſionem ſempiternam . That ſeaueiih day of thine, O 

> God, is without any event, nor doth char ſunne ener 

ſet, becauſe thou haſt ſunt: jd it , to an eternall con- 

tinuance. This 1s that intinite benefit, which is 

to be imparted to vs by this blefled Lord of 

ours; and the meanes to conuey It, 15the ottice 

of his being our Sawour, which 15 declared in 

this Crrcumciſion , by his holy name of leſus, and 
wherof the next Chapter, willtell vs more. 


Conf. lib 
13.c ap,Vit. 


Of the name of Ieſus, &> the mcomparable love which 
our Lord doth shew to ys by that name, 


CHAP. 14s 


O « as much as there is no Name, which (1 The 

can go necrto exprelle the nature of God, reaſon of 
the holy .*) Scripture, to make {ome kind of giuing ſo 
fignitication of the intinite Be:nge, & the other many e- 
ininite PN of his diuinity, &of the be- uerallna» 
netits which he beſtowes vpon vs, doth giue roger 
him many attributes, and many names, which G 

| : ft a 
may in ſome {mall meaſure declare the effects 
ot his. diuine pertections, & the Ofhces which 
he pertormeth rowards his Creatures; as na- 
ECTS ; 
mely to be Alm'ehry,of infinte wiſedome, of infimte 
goodnes , of infimte mercy, ot Crearour, of Conſer- 
our, of Gouernour, of Father, of the beg'nnuing and 
end ot all things, and the like. 
In 


\Y 


>6 ” Of the loue of our Lord, 

(b) The In the ſclfe ſame manner, (Þ) ro expreſle 
reaſon that immenſe ſea of perfe&tions and graces, 
allo of gi- whichthe whole bletled Trinity did impart 
vinglo. to Chriſt our Lord as man(thar is to ſay to that 
oa 4 cf molt ſacred humanity, vnitedto the perſon of 
Macro Fe ſonne of God, theeternall word ; & thoſe 
Chari incomparable and innumerable guitts and be- 
our Lord, nefits, which he communicated to vs by mea- 
nes therof)the ſame holy Scripture, doth giue 
him alſo many ſeuerall Names, and Titles as 
of King, of PrieF, of Paſtour, of Doftour , of Law- 
gier,of Spouſe, of Med:atour, of Aduocate, of Redee- 
mer, of Sauour,& divers others wherby he may 
the bettcr be conceaued, fince he cannot be 
ſuth-iently declared by any one. Of all theſe 
names, &of al the reſt which may be raunged, 
and reduced to theſe, there is none ſo cxcel- 
lent, nor which doth ſo include the reſt, as 
doth the ſuperexcellentname of Icfus, which 
declareth our Losd, to be the Saniour of the 
world . This was that Name, which the holy 
S. Bernard, could by noe meanes, be made c0- 
Circum. ent to want, amoglt ſo many other moſt ho- 
Dom, e& norable appellations,as the Euangelicall Pro- 
ſerm .xs. phert Eſayapplyed to him. This Prophet , being 
ſup Can . Ell of toy, vpon the tore ſeing of our Redec- 
mer, doth expreſfe himſelfe thus, as S. Bernard 
noteth; Pucr natus eſt nobi, filttss narus eſt nobis Cc. 
Achild is borneto ys, A ſonnets given to vs, his prin- 
erpality is placed ypon bis shoulder, CF bes names called 
Admirable, Conſcllour, The {troge God, The 
Father of the future age, The Prince of Peace. 
Great, ſaith 8. Bernard, are theſe names, but where 

js 


and Samour Teſus Chrif. TY 
rs (©) that name which is abo!te all names; that name (c) The \ 
of leſus mwhich eucry knee hall bew? nai of 


The freinds and fauourites of Chriſt our I*!us is 
Lord hauewalked in a very ditte;ent way, tro the met 
that, wherin ſuch perſons of our.ty ine+,a> ae Me” 
diſaffected to this ſacred Name, wil needs IM- the =Y 

loy theſelues. Welee, how that, both Cher:biyz g. 4,4 
& Seraphim ot fleth & bloud, the beloued dtt- gyr Lord, 
ciple ot our Lord Ieſus , his Apoltle , and E- . 
uangelitt S. Iohy,, who ſucked in ſuch a bun- 
dance , trom the divine fountaine of that 
brett, ro which he vicd to lay his mouth \ did 
paintoutno other wordſo otten,as thatholy (d) The 
and diume name of Ieſus. S. Paul (4) that full preat De- 
veſſell of elec; on being reprehended in that high yotion of 
Vitton of our B, Sautour { though in a moſt S. Paul 
amourous, and tender manner) tor pertecu- to the 
ting him in the perſo of the Chriltia Church, Holv 
was told by our Lord himſeite , th. be perſe- P2me of 
cuted; he ſaith not Gud, nor Christ, nor ce Lord leſti5. 
(though he were a:l that } , bur only lefas. 

And aticrward he layd morcoucr to An..145 , 

thar this was the Naine, *%hich Paule, as 4 

Feſſell of election , was to carry ouer thee th , among. 

Genitles , aud Kinges. Ando, as I was ſaying, 

It is admirable to contider, how he was all 

taken with an ynipeakabic delight to be euecr 

in repctition of that ſacred name, in all his 
Epililes. Sec alſo how the incomparable S. 
Arg15time doth in his Conſej-zons to: our Lord, 

xelate that he was vehemently delighed m the (ib 3.6, 45 
reading of certame bool: of Philoſophy, which potn- | 
tid bim out 10 the ſtarch of wiſtome. But yer ( laith 
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98 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
he) in that ſo great delight, thts only cooled me , & 
(e) The rooke me off, that 1 found not the name of thy Chriſt 
ameot 1mm Forthisname ,O Lord, through thy mercy, 
Chrut this name of my © Satuour , thy Some , my young 
our Lord and tender hart , had cucn , m the very witlke of my 
which S. mother, dronke vp, deno!ily, and carcfully retayned, 
- -mi_ and if any diſcourſe wiatſoeuer, though ucuer ſo lear- 
adlo ned, ſoclkgaut aud ſo truc, ad wamed this name , it 


— — 


reed1l : ; | 
B ked os did not carry me away enterely . 
in his 1n- 
fancy was The ſame diſcourſe concerning the holy Name of leſus 
the name © 85 further proſecuted . 
Ol S4uyour 
of :«, 145; 
note, how CHAP. 15. 
eh 5 Say nt : 
ettecmes | ] 'He day had need be Jong, wherinT 
the guilt would pretend to make particular men-- f 


of deuoti tion, of the incredible deuotion , and render 
on,rothis affection, which the Saintes and holy ſer- 
holy uants of God, haue carricd to this bleſſed name 
Pame,i52 of leſus. S. Bernard whom I mentioned beforc 
Paruicular at therfore ſerue thi inſteed of 

mercy , Te Je this turne, inftecd of many3 
Bern, ſer, Whole fifteenti.Sermon ypon the Cantzcles , I 
15-in Cant, beleech my Reader euen in the name of leſus, 
(a) Note that he will procure to read . For there, he 
and loue may {ce, how in this holy name it is, thar 
—_ we meete with the remoue of al our cares. He 
platioaof PP!) to it that clauſe , of the Canricles. | 
of S. Ber. 9eum efſuſum nomen tuum , Thy name(®) ſaith be, 
nard, vpo*s 4 Pretious Ole , powred forth . Obleſſed name , O 
tbe holy 9le which every where is powred forth. How farre?fra 
name of heauen into Indea . and from thence , it runs ouer 
Ielus, ithewholetarth. 11 em.y well ſay, ti w powred forth, 


ince 


i —_ —— 
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and S$.mour leſus Christ 79 
fince ut hath not only diſtilled abundancly,both wn hca- 
Ken , and carth :; . but 11 hath {prikled cuen them uh 
are below the earth * This Cire5t, ihis letus (Lane 
wſuſed to the Angells , and efſuſed or porrred 0t y- 
pon men: ; and thoſe men, who were growne rotien, 
like beasts, in ther very dunge | do;h ſaue both men & 
beasts ;, jo greatuly hath God mul Fplyed Dug Wercy . 
How deere1s thu Ole, and yet law ciCape + elt\®) nr 
cheape , and common , nd n4. hall, grueth þc eal:h, Cat 
If ut were not che.tpe, i; would nener baxe been porrred hor, 
ppon me , if 11 were not whotſoime , 3 would neucr be cheape. 
able torecouer me. 1Vichour dowbr, ( ſaith he ) there 
25 4 reſemblance be;wene the name o] ſpouſe, and o le, 
nor did the holy gboſt , 31 yayne , compare themto one 
another . For my part, cvrileſſ ſomewhat , which 
w better , do occurie to you | 1 buldu tobe, for theſe 
three qualities. For i: «hyueth,? t ſecede; , and ut an- 
| noynteth . It entert a:nes "the { fire,r; feeds: ied od 
aþwageth pane. It s Light, Food, Phiticke. Now 
ſee 1ſt be not 1ust ſo, tn this name of (he \pouſe . lt (cz 
Shyneth, when it us preached , It feedeth, when ut #s Objerue, 
Conſidered ; and aſſwageth and ſuppleth , when 1t w adware , 
znuoked . Isnot, (lairh he) ths name of Leſus, both and mt: 
Light, Food, & Phibcke to you ? Vat doth jo 2 ih18 
no:irish , and fat the ſorle, which feeds ypon ut ? All TO 
food of the ſoulers dry ,t ,if it be not bedewed with this ” 

O7le. It t52uſprde, if 1: be not ſprinkled ua: h —_ 
If © thou write, | hateno grit 13 21, pnleſſe 1 may 
 nwead the name of leſus there . if thou diſpute, or, con- 
ferre, it contents me not, v;lefe 1 heare the ſound c t 
Jeſus. Jeſus is hony mn the _ it is mujucke in 
theeare; and it 154 mY lend of reym the hart. 
Thus,doththis holy Saint, expictle himſelte 
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(b) How 


(dg) Onr 
Lc: o le- 
rt 1S NOT 
only the 
Food ; but 
light allo , 
and the 
Prficke 
CL (CE 
whole 
world, 


(ce) The 
Deuotion 
of S. Igna- 
$1145 & & 
Tereſa, to 
the name 
of leſmm : 


0 


Of the Loue of our Lord, 


in the place a}leadged,, concerning this parti= 
cular. Heallo theweth there, at Jarge, how it 
15,ihat (%, lzbt tlumimnating the world , andibe pre- 
1045 Phijicke curing all the wounds @ miſeries ther- 
of; as heere, tor hreuities ſake, I haue onel 


thewed our of him , that it is the food which 
itengthneth vs1n all our weakenes. 

Such hath beenc the ſpirit of deuotion, 
of the Saints in the Ciuttian Catholike 
Church( trom the tit, ro the reſt, and, now 
at laſt , 3n this preſent age) towards this holy 
name of leſus. Nay we tee, that by his good- 
nes,it1s rather jimproued, then decreaſed now. 


. For in Very many Citties, there arc kept, e- 


uery wecke, (though not in the ſame, but dit- 
ferent churches thereof) deuout folemnities, 
in memory , and honor, of this ſupereminent 
name of our Lord Icſus. And weallo ſec, that 
the two great Lights of this laſt age of ours , 
S. 19n4:2us of Loycla, & S. Tereſa, were ſo deerly 
deuoted to this holy name ; that the latter of 
them, forthis cauſe , hath deſcrued to haue 
the name of her owne family, as it wete for- 
gotten, and that now the is knowne , infteed 
therot, by che Name (*) of Ixsvs; as being 
called Tereſaof Ttsvs. And the former, though 
ie kept his owne name , to his owne perſon; 
yer'to ſhew, how intirely, and how irreuo- 
cably he had giuen all away tothe ſeruice of 
our Lord leſs ;and wirhall to proue the re- 
ucrece, & rcligio which he bare to that diui- 
ne name of hizhe did, in the mſticuring of his 
$«ety,renouauce the appellation of his owne 
NAITLY 
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and Sauonr Teſus Christ. $t - 
name; and(f) he ordayned it to be eternally ( > See in 
called ynder the honqur , andonly auow of ye 
the holy Name of leſs. | omit heer to thew 7" 24s 
how ſupsrnaturally the Saint was concur- 
red withall heerin , by our Lord himiclte ;& 
how by the vitible head of his Church, the 
Socie:y hath bene tuccetiively confirmed , vn- 
der this Citle; but 1 only conitder , wharde- 
notion thete two ſo high ſeruats of our Lod, 
had to it; in conformity of that ſpirit, vehich 
hath till inflamed the hartes of the tormer 
G2ints, of the Catholike Church. oo 
In this (8) Name it is, that deuills haue (8) The 
beene caſt, both out of bodyes and ſcules , ful ecard 
That the faith hath bene planted among Pa7ze, = _ 
T hat wortds of w7z:racles , both corporall and ae 
ſpiritual} haue bene wrought, in confirma- beene 
t10N therol; That Azrtyrs have bene made try- wrought 
amphant , ouer all the bitter tormenrs, which by the Ge- 
men , or deuilts could inflit; That fo many _— 
millions of vgly, and importunare temprari- , he ke 
ons, haue bene ouercome ; millions of defo- 1, name 
lations, & motions of defpaire driten away; of 1:ſus, 
millions of ſerene, ſweet comtortes, brought ; 
into the ſoule; and in fine, that whatſoeuer is 
miſerable and finfull hath bene remoued, and 
ww hatſoeuer is holy , and happy, hath bene 
procured for Chriſtians , at the liberall hand 
| ot our Lord. 
Yer all this is not fo idly meant, nor 
is to beſo ill ynderſtood, as if theſe benefits 
would acrew to fuch as ſhould Only care to 
pronounce the bare Name of left , with- 
 * | OW 


- - — — 
. — _— 
- SJ" Sm 
G A ——_— ——_— Pp ————————. 
L . * . —— _— 


2 Of the Loue of our Lord, 

out any reuercnce or faith and loue of him, 
whole name it is . Butonly they are prayſed 
heer ( and that moſt worthily ) who are de- 
uoted to his divine name, as ſignifying the 
Sauyourofthe world who is expretſed ther- 
by ; the ſame beinga means by which the 
mind 15 made to ruminate, and reflect often 
vpon him. And they who arnor yet deuorcd 
are exhorted to it, as to the loue of aliuely 
picture ofan admirable Originall; or rather, 
as of a curious cup , wherin molt pretious li- 
quor 1s contayned;or,in fine, as of the very 
compendium, & whole abbreuiatcd Hiſtory, 
of all that exceſſe , which our Lord did ſay, 
or do, orels endure, in this morrtall life, for 
the redemprion of man . And indeed , how 
can they loue our B. Sauzour who delight not | 
in that deere name of his, which declares him 
ſo cleerly , to be a Sauzour ;, and who follow 
not the ſtepps of the holy ſeruants and Saints 
of God ; whoſe harts haue ſo renderly melted, 
In their deuotion to this ſacred name, of our *' 


Lord Ieſus. 


Of the great loewhich our Lord shewed tovs mn hy 
Epiphany , or Manifeſtation to the Gentiles, ts 
the perſon of the three Kings. | 


CHAP. 16. 


B VT toreturne apaine, and fo to take ow 
| Jeaue of thoſe Sheephards, who were ſur- 
priſed by this new borne Lord of ours, as ifit | 


and $ auionr Teſus Chri. 83 
had beene , with the netts of loue neere at 
hand, we may obſerue how he tooke thoſe 
three Kings, by thooting them trom a tarre off, 
with a #.rre, which itrooke them at the hart. 
S. Auguſtzne complaines (but he doth it, like 
himſelte,after a moſt deer and tender manner) 
thar or Lord had alſo perrced his hart , wa.h loue , Confiſ t; 
Sagirtaweras tu cor noſirum chantate tua, & yeſtubt- g, cap, u, 
mus verba tua transfixa viſceribus. Thou 14d faith 
he) O Lord sbot th:ough our hartes wh thy lone ;, 
and we bare thy words im our bowells , wherby they 
were sirucken from ſide to ſide. In like manner did 
he thoot, through the harrs of theſe holy men, | 
in whoſe perſon he conſecrated the whole (a). The 
body of Gentiliſme to himſelfe . Now (®) God difference 
hath arrowes of diuers ſortes . The arrowes Þ<tweene 
of his Iuftice, are pointed, and they wound, _ gh 
and kill . Sagittz porentis acutz cum carbo- 5 ef, 
nibus deſolatorijs. Thoſe arrowes of that mighty, mercy, & 
M41 , are sharp , and they carry at the heads therof of his Iu. 
certeyne coales, as boat as the fire of hcll . But the tice. 
arrowes of his mercy and Charity are forked Pſaimass 
and barbed ; and though they wound, it 1s 
farre from being to death, vnleſle it be a {weer 
death of loue;S& beſides thoſe arrowes do not 
Jooſe their hold. And ſo that Archer, with 
hislong Arme, can by that yery arrowe, draw 
the wound and wounded perſon within his 
reach, thatſo after the wound hee may gue 
the cure. 

In this manner did our Lo:d, by that 
farre both ſtrike and draw thoſe Mag: atrer it; gyage, 45 
ml at Jaſt they arriued in that ſtable, which 
F 2 Was 
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$4 Of the Lone of our Loyd 
was then growne to be a heauen on earth . 
There, in the throne of his ſacred Mothers 
armes, they adored their Lord; hauing already 
been made fo rich, as to receaue , wherwith 
(by All they mightmake a preſent to him,and do him 
comes f10 homage . For(®; ot him it was, that they had 
- oy 282 both the meanes and minde, wherwith they 
Shes - made him a fit preſent; which yer , withall, 
by, & the he was pleaſed , ſhould be ſuch , thatit mighr 
mind (as a man may lay) be tivo to one, againſt 
wherwith himſclfe. Forthough by the Gold which they 
any good gffered, they did him homage as to their king; 
—_— yet the Frankencenſe fignitied the Prieſthood 
which he was to exercite in their ſeruice, both 
at the lai ſupper , and ypon the Croſſe, and the 
Merrhe was to put him in minde of his buriall , 
which mult ſuppole his precedent death. 
Ler him that can , contemplate the ar- 
dent loue of our Lord , which ſwells & fla- 
mes in euery circufnſtance of thoſe actions , 
which any way concerne this ſacred Infancy 
of his . For no ſooner was he borne ; bur he 
© had his death and paſſjon in hiseye. And be- 
fides, it deſerues our admiration , ro ſce with 
whar ſuauity , that diuine goodnes was 
pleaſed ro garher the firſt lower of the Gentls 
with his holy hand. 

It was laid of God before, by the Pros 
phet Dani, Qua mpſe cogncurt framentamnoffrum, |} 
recordt as eft quoniam puluis {imus. 17h ew wherof 
| we were made, he remenibred that are are bit « ft. 
| This was ſaid longe ago, bur jr 1s proctiled 
| dayly and howe:ly cn vs. And in contormy- 


P elmaog. 
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ty of this knowledge, his loue 1s never fay- 

ling to condeſcend to our naturail inclina- 
ns i fore hinotts LES 

tions . (©) Somerymes he ſerues humlclie ot 

our {ecular {tudies; ſomerymes of our yaine g,,gqmes 

curiolitics ; yea and ſometymes of our Very gf God in 

{iinnes, wherby he may eyther diſpoſe vs to condeſce- 

a conueriion from hereſy, or any other im- ding ta 

piety; orelstoa yocation to his betterferuice. Mans 

Sol think may any man obſerue in himſcite, 

that our Lord hath proceeded towards him ; 

& ſo iris euident that he procceded with theſe py The 

Magi 9). For as they had mucitimnloyed the alags 

ſclues, vpon the contemplation of z2:gre , by were ta= 

meanes of the Starrs ; ſo by a3farre, which ken, and 

was the likelyeſt lure to which they might brought, 

be d:awne to ſtoope , { for though theireyes |? God, 

looked vpward fora while . yet foone ater, 27 6 

ns 3 Ear AAR ? bayte , & 

it brought them downe vpon their knees, at yygpe! of 

the {ight of the divine infant) he voucilated their —_— 

ro ſummon them to his ſeruice. naturall 


| How certaine muſt it be, that the louz incliaa» 
| of our Lord , did ſubdue and melt the ſoules 198. | 
| of theſe holy men , after a ſtrange manner; 
: whoſe meflenger alone ( the ſtarre ) did fo il- 
luminate , and inflame them interiourly, that 
1 they tel: not the incommodities, and daun- 

gers of fo longe & laboumious a pilgrimage, 
5 as they were making . It may allo be jurther * 
*Y ſeene,by this 1 hat ypon the recourry of the (Ln 
f ſight therof{for whilſt they were in Ieruſciem, = oe” 
# the ſt.irre was ſeene by them no more” to teach Mn 9H 
4 Ys, that (©) Courts, and ftore of company, ,1ation of 
i arg not. wont to intertalus , bit rather 7: celeſtiall 
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$6 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
eſtrange our internall eycs trom the ſight of 
heauen) the ſacred text doth thus declare in 
moſt weighty words , the exceſſe of toy , 
which they were in : Videntes autern frellim g.u- 
rſt ſunt gaudeo magno valde. V pon the recouery 
of che ſigh: of the Starre, they rc'opced, andituras 
with a mighty , and mot exceſrucwy. And when 
It had jed them to that {table where the Om- 
nipotent Infant lay; neither was the eye of 
their faith obſcured, nor the edge of their molt 
reuerent, and withall moit ardent loue aba- 
ted, but rather whet, by that ſhew of humi- 
lity, and pouerty , which they met withall . 
And they opencd their treaſures; they made 
litter, asit were, of their owne Royall per- 
ſons; and were ſo rauiſhed by thoſe diuine 
beames of Charity , ( which patling from that 
Sphere of fire of our Lords ſacred hart, did 
ſeize on theirs) that in theirreturne , taey had 
now,no more thoughts of meaning tobe re- 
galed by Herod , according to the purpoſe 
which they had made betore. For by f) that 
tyme they were fead from the table of heaue, 
with ſupernatural y;iovs, and molt i\veer & 
folid comforts of that kind; & from our Lord, 
they carryed home, another manner of heat 
and 1oy , then the Starre, ( which was buta 
figure of our Lord) could helpe them to, in 
theirgoing thither . 

Though yet thoſe holy foultes, were 
the leait part of that obie&, ypon which the 


. kwueof our Lord did meane to worke; tor we 


It was, whoin their perſons, were detigned. 
And 


and Sautonr Teſus Christ. $8» 
And therfore, as the holy Catholthe Church, doth 
vſe theſe words of S. Paul, in the office which Tit,c. 34 
the celebrates on Chriſtians day ; Apparmt bentg- 
mis, & bumanitas Saluatoris noſtri Det, non ex 
operibus zu5titie que ſecinus nos, ſed ſecundum ſuam 
miſericordiam ſaluosnos fect cc. The bentgntty and 
ſweete mercy of God our Sautour, hath bene made cut- 
dent, and cleare toys; not through any workes of 11- 
ſhice , which we haue wrought , but according to his 
owne mercy , wherby he ſaued ys cc. So may we 
alſo vie them, in the conſideration of this ho- 
ly maſtery , of his Epephany . Nay we may doe 
It, in ſome reſpects, vpon a more particular 
reaſon. Forinthe Natzity, our Lord did ap- 
peare & manifeſt himſelt to the lewes in chiefe;, cs) The 
bur heer in(#the Epiphany, he ſeems to haue had Kpiphany 
a particular ayme at the yocation of the Gentzls, doth moſt 
from whome we find our ſelues deſcended, properly 
Then he reucyled himſelfe to vs, who were flog to 
> ,11 Vs who 
rebells and enemies to the Loid of lite , till jc, 
that tyme ; obeying ſenſe and beitiallity in all ggq Ges | 
things, and hating not onely Religion, but e- zjles, 
uen very common ſenſe, and —_—_ But he | | 
like a trueſunne diſperſed thoſe clouds, & clee- 
red yp the mitt of ignorance and errour in our | 
progenitours. Who together with almolt the -— 
whole world were ſo miſerable,as to worthip 
ſtockes, and ſtones initeed of God. Nor were 
they more darke in the ynderſtanding part, 
then they were depraued in their will ; and it 
we be now in any better caſe, we muſt onely 
impute ſuch a diuineeffect to an omnipotent 
caule, which was the loue of our Lord, who 
F4 \\ a3 
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was wholly impatient todiffer onr conuerſto 
any longer, and thertore vpon the very day 
of his Nati#:ty, he directed , and commaun- 
ded that Starre to preparea way for the Epz- 


. phany. 
1x The Prophet (®) Eſay , in this myſtery, | 
waa (forſeeing the beginning ot the glorious ſtare | 


articular of the Church of Ieſus Chritt , our Lord) did 
ors- thus, by way of anticipation, exprelle him- 
tion. ſeite. Ariſe , be illuminatcd leruſalem , becauſe thy [ 
Lp. $0» {ight is come, and che glory of our Lord isrifen vpon | 
thee . For bevold, darkenes sh:l! coucy the earth , and | 
a miSt the people ; but ypon thee , shAll our Lord a- 
11ſe ; and bis glory shall be ſeene ypon thee , and the | 
Gentulls ﬆ.4l walke im thylight , and Kings, wthe | 
bitghtnesof thy ryſing . Lift vp thine eyes round a- 
bout, and ſe how all theſe, are ga:hered rogether. They 
eye cometo thee ; thy ſounes 5ha!l come from farre, and 
thy daughters sball come from thy ſide . Then sþalt 
thou ſee, and abound, and thy bart $1.11 meruazle, 
&7:d be eularoed; when the mul 1:tde of the Sea, 5h.ll 
be coxter e« io thee, the ſtrength of the Genrills (hall 
come to thee. The mund.ation of Camells, Shall co- 
er thee . Toe Dromedaizes of Madian aid Epha. 
Ailthey of S.cha shall come bringe gold , and Fran= 
benceiſe, and ewing forth payſe to our Lord. 
(iy How Tac ():;arter part of th.s propheſy, was 
borhthe Moſt litteraily tulfilled vpon this day of the 
pares of Fpipbany, vpon theſe holy Magr, as weclearly 
gh's Pro- fee, by thelacred Euangelicall Text. And the 
ey "* former part, which anacuncerh the glory of 
fulfilled, the Chrittian Church, hath bene as cuidently 
accomplihed, in the Communion of the ho- | 


ly 
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and Samour Teſus Chriſt . 89 
ly Catholike , Aposiolhe , Remane jauh; in the 
liaht wheroſ , the Gentiils were to walke. And fo 
many ſucceliionsand Sexes oft Kings, { when 
firit they thould be conuerted from Paganiime 
to this faith ) were to goe on, 21 the brighrnes 
of the ry{ing therof . And ſuch multitudes were 
then to come in, to do her homage, bo:h from 
farre and ncere , aS ſhould amaze & tithe her 
through, with ioy . Nor was he able to ex- 

reile the plenty and abundancc of that peo- 
ple otherwile, then by the name ot ſcas, and 
aundan ns. | 
And (+*) heere let anv man who hath but 
the vic eucn of comon {c1;ſe conlider, in what 
community of Chriltian people,rthis prophe- 
{y-hath bene tulnlled; whether in the Ca:ho- 
like Roinanc, Whicn is ſpread farie and neerc,in 
all rhe tower quarters of the carth , as Europe, 
Afjraque, Ajta, and Amenica ;, or in any othcr 
preſent Se ot tieſe parts of therworld, whicn 
neuer vent turther, then to ſome Prouinces 
of Europe only. Nor was euer cucn heer, ſuch 
25noW 1t 1s, but onely tince the tyme ot Lu- 
ther, whenaltoit is denided into a World of 
ſects. Whether 112 the Catholthe , which con- 
verted all the Countries which euer were c6- 
ucrted irom Paganiſme , to the faith of our 
Loid; or in any Sectatall, which neuer con- 
uerted any ons ; hut inſtced therof, hath per- 
verted as many asit could, fromthe true taich 
ro their ownecarnall fancies. Whether in the 
Caimelte, wiierot fuch a world of Emperours, 


and Kinggand Queenes haue bene; or els in. 


any 


(k\ I dare 
make my 
reader, 

my lucge 
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90 Of the Toue of our Lord, 

any other no\y on foote, which neuer had any 
one, who was, and did contynue of their co- 
munion. We{!) Catholikes arc they ro whome 
our Lord did manifeit himfelfe , according 


Iy,who a to the prediction of his holy Prophets, We who 


Gore our 
Lord le- 
tus, asthe 


Magi did. 


Ser. 22 de 
Epiphan, 


finde him in the ſtable, inthe armes of his ſa- 
cred, and all-Immaculate mother ; and We, 
who adore him, and preſent him, not only 
with our harres, as hisenemies do alſo pretend 
themſelues to doe; bur with our Gold allo , by 
#imes, and all kind of Charity ; with our 1n- 
cenſe by deuo:t9n and piety ; and with our Mirrbe 
by mortification and penance; in Vnion of that 
intinite loue of his, wherby he hath made 
choice of vs, to whome he would vouchſate 
to be made knowne . And therfore let ys fol- 


Tow S. Leo his counſell, who like a true ſu- 


reme Paltour, ſpake thus to the vniuerſall 
Hocke commirted to his charge : Let this mo#t 
facred dayof the Epiphany be honoured by vs , wheron 
the author of our ſaluation appeared ; and let vs adore 
him im heauen , being ſo onenipotent ; to whome the 
Magi drd expreſſe ſuch veneration , he being m his 
Cradle , but an Infant . | 


It is hewed by the Preſentation of our Lord Telus 
nthe Temple, how znfinie loue be bare to vs. 


CHAP. 5. 


H1s Omnipotent Lord Ieſus hauing 

as It were emptied his fulnes, or rather 
abridged the thew of his greatnes n by groO- 
| wing 


—— I 


and Samonr Teſus Chriſt. or 
wing into the narrow compaſle of being a 
child in his Natiuity , and hauing alſo ſub- 
mitted himſclte, both to paine and thame in 
his Circumciſion, where he tooke to himſite 
the ſweet name of Teſts, tor our eternal] good, 
did proceed yet further , ſhortly after, ina 
moſt amourous ebedicnce ro that I aw , 
which we alone vere [ubiect to. Vader rhe o- 
bligation heerot , he was, and vyvould needs 
bepreſented in the Temple, to Almighty God; 
as tie firit dorne of all parents vvere bound to 
be, in memory of that deltruction, yvhich 
God brougli ypon the tirſt borne of the Agyp- 


'eans, and ſo deliiering his ovvne people, 


vyhich yvas the Children of Iſraell, by mea» 
nes therot. $o punithing his enemies becauſe 
they ſhonind 1s friends; or rather ſo punt- 
thing his enenues that they allo might become 
his iriends , it they Vyculd not reſoſiic to be 


_ their ov vie greateſt enimies, But yet vvitha l, 


i vvas ordeyned 11 the old layy, that the firit 
borne ſo ottered, by the parents, 'yvhen once 
they had done that homage to the Gold of all 
things) ſhould nor be ſo appropriated to his 
ſeruic2, as that rhe parents vvere vvholly ro 
loole tne comtort of them. Bur (®) all, except 
they vvere ot the Tribe of Lexz, vvho yvere to 
ſerne in F ccletiatticall function , might be re- 

zemed & recouered backe againe. And that, 
at fo loea rate, as thould nor vndoe them, 
hovy poore focucer they might chance to be. 
TF he beatts zatced andoaly they vvere to be 
facritced in Specs, as they vverie offred to 
our Lord. This 
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92 Of the Loueof or Lord , | 
T his Odlatzon was tnerfore made by the 
people of God , tor the perperuaring of the 
memory of {o greata benent : LL hough yet,no 
oblation , was able to make that inftinite Ma- 
tetty of the erernall God, a Sauer, tor his ha- 
uing delivered them by the death of the firit 
borne of their enemies , till he was pleaſed 
that his only ſonne, thould come and offer 
himſelte in fAeth and bloud tor theyr deliue- 
rance, he who w.:s tie firit begotten of all Creatures, 
and who performed that, in deed, and ruth , 
which all other oblations and Sacrifices , did, 
but only , as figures in reſpect of him. 
Now this Act of the Preſentation of our 
Lord Ieſus, was made by our B. Lady . Or ra- 
ther he offered himſelfe , in thoſe ſacred and 
molt pure hands of hers, which he enabled 
for that excellent purpoſe, with vnſpeakea- 
ble and moſt ardent loue. And as hereafter we 
ſhall ſce, that he chiefely made oblation of 
himſelte in his ſacred paſtion , by way of propr- 
21.4708 tor our finnes, and amperration of grace: 
So the Preſentatzon ſeems to carry a particular 
reſpect, to worke by way of thanksgzumsy, tor 
all che benefits, which that open hand of God 
was by moments rayning downe vypon the 
Creatu:cs. And to the end that the goodnes 
of this Lord of ours may not be catt away vpo 
vs, it will be neceſſary both now, and very 
often heerafter, to caſt a carctull and well con- 
fidering eye ypon the former (*) diſcourſe , 
wierin we obſerued the vnlimited knowledg 
fthatdiuine ſonle of Chriſt our Lord; and 
iherby 


| and Satiogr Teſus Chrif?. 02 
wherby it is cuident, thar all thinos conce:- 
ning the Creatures, ( for whome he woutd 


% 


vouchtate to be offered, ) wherher they were 
palt orto come, were as preſent to him, as the 
very inſtant ot tryme wherin then he lived. In 
{o much, as there was not, nor eucr could be 
imparted the Jeaſt benctit to mankind by Al- 
mighty God, which waz not preſent to his 111- 
compiehentible, but all-compreheding mind, 
and for which our Lord leſ#s did not offer 
himlelte then, by way of thankes , with molt 
particular Joue. 

So that now we ſee our Lord {urren- 
dred yp into tlie hands of his eternall Father, 
as if the world after a ſort yvere diſpol-tled 
of him. Butſotull of Charity vyas that Fa- 
ther,as to ordayne the ſonne to be ſould backe 
againe, (Þ) tor the imparting of all thoſe diul- (by What 
 Nefauours, vvhich appeareto haue bene done {oeuer is 
toys, by him, in the vyhole progreſle of 1115 given to 
holy lite and death. And vyheras heexercited, res 
vvith aperpetuiry of burning loue, thoſe offt- ET 2 
ces of a Lawyer, a Miter, a Father, a Freend, a 
Spouſe, and laſtly of an omnipoter Redeemer, \ ij; ad- 
by his fue ſacred vyounds; in this in;Rerv,vVe yauage, | 
find him to have bene recoucrea and brovght I 
backe to ys, vvith the payment ot fine S:Ces; |} 
Vvhich according to f 2 moſt probable opr- 
nion of compuration , doc not exceed IVVo 
thillings. | 

O omnipotent loue of our Lord Jesvs 
whoſo would giue himſelte to vs; as thatin- 
deed he chooſs rather not io giue himſelf, but 

Ja” 
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Of the Lowe of our Lord , 
rather to innobleys ſo tarre, as to enable vsto 
giue him ſomewhat tor himſelfe , though the 
pricefell infinitely ſhort of the thing, which 
was to beredeemed . A price it was, which 
fell ſhort, cuen of being able to buy a very | 
ſlaue z and what proporcon then could it car- 
ry , with purchating a God, and King of glo- 
ry ; ſaving that his lo ue, did make yp thereſt. 
His loue , which was as pretious as God him- 
ſelfe (for Godis loue, and he being man 1s al- 
ſo God) and\o he was not only willing , bur 
even able to pay as much, as God was ableto | 
exact. But we the while, belides the contem- 
plation of our owne obligation; may doe wel ; 
to conlider that courſe of prouidence & loue, 
which from the beginning of the world, hath 
bene heid, with man, in addreſling him to an | 
expeaaiion, and firme belcete, and loue of 
this divine Redeemer . Euen in the law of na- 
ture, all was tull of figures, & ſacrifices were ' 
alſo offred then, (and (©) whereſocuer there is 
no vitible-Sacrsfice, there neither is, nor ca there 
be, any true Religion , nor true worthip of 
God; ) and the mindes of many were ther 
with l1ghrt according to the exigency of their 
ſtate, which ledd their inward eyes towards 
this marke. 
In the tymes of the wricten Law, another | 
curtaine (as a man may ſay) was drawne; and | 
the faith of men grew more explicite then;the 
Maieſty of the Church was increaſed ; the figures 
were both more, and more ſignificant, and | 
more ewdent; and there was ſtore of raſhes, 
VW11G 
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and Samour Teſus Chnft. 5 
Wwhoexpreſly torctold the qualities of the Meſ- 
ftas to come. But now that he was indeed ar- 
riued, no tyme was loſt ; ſuch loue as that, 
could notbe ſlacke ; and vve haue ſeene how 
inſtantly the Sheepheards,and in their perſons, 
ſuch others as were necre at hand, were inui- 
ted to that feaſt of ioy, by the call of Angells. 
After that the Mag! (and in their perſons , all 
the Gentills though ncuer ſo farre off cither itt 
reſpect of tyme or place) were diawne ynder 
the conduct of a Starre. And now, that ſuch, 
as were molt particularly deputed tor Gods 
ſcruice, might be tarre from not knowing their 
redcemer; behould how he (©, declares him- (d) Out 
ſelfe in the Temple, to all the world, by the Lord was 
mourh of holy S:meon, & Anna, to be the Sa- declared 
uiour therot; to be the glory of the ewes; and the  _ 
light of the Gentills. That ſo, there mighr be ,, 1. 
none, who tſthould nottaſt of that fountaine come for 
of loue which wasdiltilling into al thoſe har- the falugs 
tes, Which would receaue it. It came not tion borh 
doubtles downe by drops, into that of Simeon. Of Fewes 
For inſtantly vpon the taking of that celeſti- and Gems 
all infant, who was the Lord of life, into his "_ 
dying aimes , he fell into an cxtaſis ot 10y ; & 
withall, into adiuine, deepe wearines of the 
world; and was fo deadly wounded by the 
Joue of our Lord, that he could not endure to 
Looke ypon him , but ypon tac price of being 
willing to liue no longer, | 
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How im the flight which our Lord Teſus made to E- 
gypt, be drſconered bis vr.ſpeakeable Loxe 


10 Man. 
CHAP. 16s. 


"N V & Lord Jeſus was no ſooner brought 
backe into the power, and deſigned ro 
the vic of men, but he was diſpoling himſelte, 
by this inceſſant Charity, to doe and ſuffer 
ſtrange things for them . For what ftranger 
thing could there be, then that he, who crea- 
ted the whole wor!d, and who carries & con- 
ducts it all , by the word of his power, ig 
«+, Whoſe ſight the Angells tremble, & the gates 
(a) What (Fp.eauen doe ſhiuer; and in (*) compariſon 
Noching of whome-, all creatures are not ſo much as 
the whole ONE poore, ſingle, naked, defolate grayne 
world is of dult ; that he, I ſay, ſhould be content for 
in compa: loue of vs, to feare,and fly, from ſuch a thing, 
riſon of as Herod was. That thing , which once vvas 
God, Nothing ,and now was growne to beſo hide- 
Matt. 2. ouſly worſe then Nothing, as itis incompara- 
bly worſe, to bean enemy and perſecutour of 
Chriſt our Lord, then not to be at all. 
| Bur imediatly after the Preſentation in 
) The the Temple;our Lord Ieſus was carryed to Na- 
occaſions E#reth; a place , remore almoſt foureſcore | 
of Hcerods myles. And (b) the noyſe of his Natzuityz and | 
feare, ofthe Starre which ledd the Magi; and of the | 
Matt, w Preſenta:ion in the Temple, together with the 
Ze. 2» propheſies of the King of the Iewes-to be borne * 
Be-k- 
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Bethleem; gaue Herod an .ll-1me of extreme 
teare; leait he who indced vas come to glue 
vs the kingdome of heauen, had meantto rob 
men of carthly kingdomes. Bur wh. ( layth 5, 
Argustine ) will bis nwmall, when ſe sh.ill futt as Ser. 30, de 
wage, be able to doe, now that bis Inf.ncs cradle, u Temports 
able (o to ſrizht proud Kings ? How mui vetier $h.all 
thoſe kings doe , who jeexe not 10 (21 Chrit bhe Fe- 
rod ; but rather dejire wo adore 0: as the Niagh 248 
Him l ſay, who 4i che hands of bs enemies , and jo 
his very enemzes , did endure that dou hwhi h noir hs 
enemies diftned hn :0,who, bong fulled aſierward, cyThe 
did / all thc yery dea hmm bas one body. Le: © KMgs duty of | 
carry 4 paons feare owards hm, whoisfurting 4 che Kingseo | 
right hand of his Father, whome this tmptous kang did this King | 
ſo feare, whilſt be was ſuckang at the breaſt of is of Ninges, | 
mother . 
| 
| 


This crue]Jty of his,did extcnd fo farre, 

| as toccommaunded the death of all the Intants, 

within two yeares of age, in Bc:hleem, and all 

tne places neere adjoynug;whoare elteemed, 

as appears by Eccleltiatticall hiltory , to haue #0 jde $1 | 

arrived tothe number of about *: toureteene. ,,,,,, "" | 

thouſand. Thatſo he might be tire ( atlealt Tom. z, 

as he conceaued ) to make our I.ord away, Trat.ge, | 

who had notthen, in likelyhood , the age of Z 

ſo many monthes. But hecaulſe ſome Children 

are more foryyard in groyyth then others ; 

and (ome errour migit chaunce to arriue by 

the miltaking of age, vvithin a Jitcle com- 
palle : he thought ityyas leflei}], co murther 

| thouſands more then needed ; then to ad- 

venture the eſcape of that one, yyho yet came 
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98 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
voluntaryly to dye, cucn that the tyrant him- 
{elte, might nor perith . So different, ate the 
detignes of God, and man ; ſo difſcrent aie 
their deſires . And the ſuccelle 15 allo fo very 
 04)Gog Aiitherent,as tharthe dine Matelty doth take, 
draweth fomertymes, the (4) peruerſe will ot man (yet 
g0.d out Without having any part in the perucrſenes 
ut cuiil. thcrot) tor the execution ot his miſt decrees , 
yeanot only ſuch of them as are tounded in 
witice, but eucn in mercy allo. 
It would ſceme to ſome , who iudge of 
God, by the lawes which they vſeto preicri- 
be tor themſelucs , that it had beene much 
more agreable, to the greatnes cf {ſuch a God 
as we d-{cribe,not to haue permitted thar ſuch 
a Tyrant, ſhould line ro commtto yalt a cryme 
as this? How caſely could our Lord , with 
the lealt breath ot his mourh,, which 1s a con - 
ſ{uming fire, haue blowne downe that painted 
wall? how little would it haue colt him , to 
haue ſtrocken Herod lame, orblind, or mad, 
or dead, or to haue damned him to hell , tor 
all erernity , and at an inſtant? How ſoone 
cold he taue ſent that infamous, Rebellious 
little worme , who preſumed , aftcra ſortro 
ſpit in the face of that high Maieity , into the 
botromeletſe pit of Nothing, from whence with 
mercy he jad beene drawne ? It might haue 
bene intt}ntly and moſt caſcly done . Burtthe 
wiſedome of God , rooke plcaſure to drawe 
{e) The $'eat good, out of great o111]] ; and his love was 
v uemer- 7At, Which did ſet his wiſedome , ſo on worke. 
cyot Sod, For (©)by this permillion of his, and by the 
publithing 
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publiſhing of Herods ccuelty ,the notice of thc 
miltery of hisowne N.tuy, Was Much mncre- 
aled ;chat(o is l{:ue to the ſoules of men, migir 
b2 declared. And betides, it tyrants Were 1vt 
peimicred on earth, there Wou;d be no Mar- 
tyrs 12 heauen, ass. Anug:/tne lojch. Andit his 
rant , had then becne 1trocien by ome ſul- 
dayne death, the mercy of God might haue 
ſeeincd leile ; wheras now by to1bca.ance, 
euen Herod allo had tyme of penance , cough 
his Malice were luch, as that it made no VIC 
therot . 

And ® asfor the happy 1nzoren:s , who» The 
were murthered by that Tyrant vpon the OC- happines 
calion of Chriit our Lord ; it 1s plaine, that ut the In= 
the world, which would deplore their mitery; 2vcents 

ea and theirat!licted mothers who did alto mY 
ras their owne intelicity ; were tarrefrom OOEY | 
zdging as they ought . For how much better w—_ | 
Was it for thoſe mothers , to be create mo- gyne, &. | 
thers of ſo many Martyrs , ( wo initantly ene 1 y- 
went to aſcar of relt, and preſently after the rants Walls 
Reſurrection of Chriſt our Lord , were placed 
as a garland ypon 15 0wne ſacred lea; and 
carryed intoanct?rnity of glory, for hauing 
bene murthered, in deipight, and tor the hate 
of him, then to have conrynued as they were, 
but the mothers of Children like the rett?Who 
if they had runne on , in their owne naturall 
courſe , they might perhaps have ended it, 
with the lolle of their ſoules; wheras novyy 
they vvere not only ſued , but{ yvhich is 
more} it Vyas done, vyithout their hauing 
G2 FCC 
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100 Of rhe loge of our Lord, 
cuer ſo much as once oftended God; and fo 
tiey Vyere made, the very floyver and tirtt 
fruits of martyrs. 
So that the loue ofour Lord, yyas cx- 
(f) The exciſed heerin, vpon them all. And (*) vvhere 
loueof may vvenot looke torthis loue. And yyhat 
our Lord place can betound yvhich 15 voyd therot;tince 
Jeius en- even in the poyſned Cuppe of the I'y1ants 
— hate, the pretious liquor of his dinine Jouc 
4 <> did fyyym ſo high, as to fill the fame. "Vo 
2l| occa. Pamelic he rooke the molt ſad, and painetu]l, 
ſions, and ſhametu]l part. 'The compallion vyhich 
he had ofthe holy Innocents paine,and death 
I meane, of thar little which they telr of paine, 


in that paliage, for his ſake ; vyasa kind of 


infinite thing . That of the mothers yyas cx- 
treme ; for the ſacred ext diſcribes them , by 
vyay of Prophecy to haue bene 1o protoundiy 
Jerem. 31, alllicted, as that not only they could nor, but 
Mate, z. euecn they would not receaue comport . Put as the 
lJoue of the tendiclt mother to the only in- 
fant of her vvombe , may go euen tor hatred, 
it it be compared to thoſe vnſpeakable ardours 
of attcction yyheryvith the hart of our Lord 
Eſ9y.4y. doth cuer flame tovvardsall the Creatures for 
vyhome hedyed, for although 4 mother s5hould 
forget ber ſonne, yet can not 1 forge! jou,ſaith our 
Lord, fo may their griete, hovy great ſoccer, 
be rermed a kind ot ioy . in re{pect of his. 
Theirs, groyving our of {elie Joue , vyould 
Faine have hindred their chiidrcs dearh, bur his 
grovyving out of pure and pertect loue , & out 
of 2 tint of rheipinttant, and ciernall good , 
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and Sauour Tefus Chr: 101 
he permitted it to his oyyne bitter griee, And 
by (8) the ſelte fame meatire, vve may alto (@)A Arg 
diſcerne the fame loue, vyyhich by our Lord comfort 5 
is borne to all the reſt ot his ſeruants; yyhome to ſach as 
he ſuffererh ro utter for his truth ; and he de- are perſe- = 
ſeruerh to b2 adored vvith all our ſoules , cvted for | 
fince he makes euen them, yvho pretend & = EALIEY 
mcane to be our greateſt encmies, to be the I 
chietett inſtuments of our glory and good. "M 


The 2reat Logcof our Lord Ief 15, is further shewed an 
hs flight tw F.oypc, 


| 
EMAP, 19. f 
H1sS actoflo great loue yvas inthe hart 
of our Lord Ieſus, but he contents not L 
himſelte to loue vs only vvith hits hart, ynleile } 


vvithall he may put himſelfe to turther paine 

and thame . And behould ( vyhen he vyas 

fait a fleepe, in thoſe deere armes ot his al;-1ma- 

culate and molt holy mother; and in houle, 

with that holy Patriarche $. Toſeph, an Angell ap- 

peared to that Saynt, being alſo at that tyme 

a ſleepe, Requraring him to 14{c , and take the c:1d gc, q; 
an his mother , and to fly mto Eorpt , and there to re- 

maine , till be should be willed to rerurne , becauſe 

Herod would procure to deitroythe child. 

But where thall we tind meanes , 
wherewith to admire, and adore this Lord 
of ours? Who for tne diſcouery , of the intin i- 
tenes of his love , would youchſiate fo tarre to 
ouer thadovy the omnipotency of his power , 

CT 3 43 


LY 


_ , —_— O— — ,_ =o ENTS 


foz Of the Love of oulr Lord, 
as thathe, being the Lord of Angells , would 
(a)Obſer- be directed by an Angell ; and being God 
uvethe himfelfe, would be diſpoſed of by a man; and 
ſtrange being rhe ſeate and Center of all true repoſe, 
humility. would be rayſed from his reſt ar midnight; &, 
1 ng ( together with that heauenly Virgin} , to be 
—__” ſent, flying irom thetace of an angry tyrant, 
Lond in IN ſo render yca:es;intoa Country ioremete, 
this My- ſoincommodious, {o barbarous, and io Ido- 
ſtzrv, Iatrous? It wasa 10urney of \ *} rweiue daics, 
* Three arryelcalt, forany ſtronge traueller; & could 
hunired not be of lefle then thirty or forty, for this little 
=... family, which was forced to be ficeting thus , 
> rats from home. Thisfamily which was compou- 
Tom. 1, 1, ded ofa man in yeares, who loued to conuerſe 
zee Cap, 8. 314 the howie of his owne holy hart ;a moſt 
pure and moſtdelicate virgin , who was not 
wont to be thewing herſelte to ſtrange places 
and perions; and that excellent diuine infanr, 
who would permit himſelf to want as mucit 
altiltace, as that weake (tate could need, which 
mult needes increaſe the trouble both of them, 
and him . Their pauerty without all doubte 
was very great ; tor though the Migz{ when 
they opened , and offred of their treaſures to 
him) mult be thought to haue left 1nough for 
tae contynuall entertainement of ſuc a con;- 
pany; yer by a circumſtance which may be 
conlidered heere, it will be euident that they 
were growne pore againe . For at the Pro- 
fentation of our Lord in the Temple, wnerot [ 
haue already ſpoken,burt heer it will be fit, ta 
Tooke backe ypon it once agayne}our B. Lady 
was, 


ww 


and $S autour Teſus Chriſt . T02 
was, and would be purified . Not that ſhe had 
need of being purtficd, ( the in compariſon of 
whoſe high purity, the molt pure Serapims of 
heauen, are but drofle and dult ) but becauſe 
our Lord her Sonne, would be ſubiect to the 
Iimputation of finne by Cre mcſion , our B. 
Lady his mother, would be thought ſubiect 
to the comon thame of mothers by puriſication. 
To which heroicall a& of contemaning her 
ſelte , our Lord, by his example, had drawne 
her, & thercby withall, did make vs knowe, 
that it was not impollible tor Mecre Creatures, (yyThe 
(by meanes ofthar grace(®) which is imparted gmnjpo. 
to Vs , With ſo muci loue) to abandon and rtency of 
diſpile our ſelues; and not only to be con- Gods 
tent, but euen delighted, in being diſpiſed by &face. 
others. 

Now at the Purificzt1on of al women, an 
oblation was to be made by order of the luv, 
and alambe was to be offred by the rich; and a 
parre of Turtle doucs, or two youg Pigeons, by the Zeit. re, 
poore. And (©) ſincerhis latter was the offring (© A de- 
which the B Virgin made , it is cleere thar — 
through her charity to others, her ſelte would —_ 
needs b2come poore againe. She haning ſuch wharthife 
a ſtronge example of pouerty before her eyes, our B.La- 
as. that God thould make himſclte a naked dy made 
child forthe good of men ; and the not fayling 2 $79W 
to learne, and lay vp the leſſon of this yertue , THY 
which was the tirſt that was made to her by Anas _ 
our B Lord. So thar ſince they were perſons EEDY 
ſo yery poore, and ſo, ynfit for trauaile, 
and to take aiourney of ſo great uncommy- 
G 4 dity 
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104 Of the Lou of our Lord, 

dity and lengh withouc fo much as an ynch 
of an; ground of hope, thatatter ſuch, or ſuch 
atymeexpircd, they thould returnc; was ſuch 
a dith ful of ditticul:yes tor them to teed vpon, 
as couldneuer haue been digelted , it it had 
not been dretled and farvced with the moſt ar- 
dent loue of our Lo1d leſus. 

By thisexample of his, he hath giuen 
ys {tronge comtort in all thoſe banithments & 
diltreiſes, which we may be ſubiec ro. And 
ithath wrought ſo well with the ſeruants of 
God, as that they haue trumphed wich ioy 
for the happines of bing able to ſuffer thame 
or ſorrow tor his fake. But (4) eſpecially did 
1: worke wonders , in that rude and wicked 
Country of Egypt . For he had no ſocucr per- 
tected the miſtery of our redemption vpon the 
Crofie, bur through the odour of his facred in- 
fancy , that Pronince did early, get a kind 
of itart, beyondall the others of the vyorld. 
in diceding, and nurfting vp huge troopes of 
famous Mar:zrs, Anchorpes, Erem?ts , and other 
holy Mons *, in the {trongeltt Mortification 
and penance, waich hath bzene knoyyn in 
the Chriſtian vyorld. 

And novv let vsſee vvho hath the face 
Vyheryvith ro deny, or the hart vvhervvich 
to doubt the cftects of the infinite loue, vyhich 
our Lord did theyv by this flight of his into 
Egipt . Where fuch a renouation of the in- 
vvard man yyas made, as that inſteed of dogs, 
and catts, and ſerpents, and divels, vVhich, 
vvith extraordinary diliggnce of ſuperitition, 

vyYere 
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were vſually there adored, beyond the o:her 
parts ot the world; fo many Triumphant Arches, 
were erectec +thers: ſo ſhortely airer, in ho- 
nour of Chrilt our Lord, a> theie were lioh, 
and happy ſouics, who conlecrated them- 
ſelues to h1s ſeruice, in a molt pic and per- 
fe&t manner, with deteltation of all thoſe de» 
lights, w 111ch tle ang bMoud is wont to take 
dleafure in . And they imbraced, with the 
armes both of body and ſoule , ail thoſe dith- 
culties and mileries , which they found that 
our Lord liad bene pleaſed co tndurec forthe, 
and which the world doth ſo devpely tearc, 

- and ſo deadly hate. 

"he Tyr.t,in the meanc tine, aſror 
ſome lix or ſeauen yearcs expired , {accent ding 
to the moſt probable opinion | 10T. wy oUng 
himſelt to lay downe that batbatous - bloos 
dy mine, wh ,orby, Iixea woliche p ſw 
the Lun of God , who talety ay the Pune of the 
world , and yvho during ali that bitte: banith- 
ment of i1is, did neuer ceale ro vvone him by 
inſpirations, and many other mcanzs, to dc- 

art fro his danable defigne \ came, at lalt, to 
"i dane, & deſorucd end. For he tel into the c- 
paile of 19ſec impenitet finners,vvhich S. Au- 
enſtine diſcribeth thus, afrer 11s dine manner. 
Stb:rchentcs ſe len: at1 tre, CE ofendetes mmreiituds- 
netuim,cf c:dentes an nfpertt ane tram . Vid ltret mes 
ſcrunt quo vorque fis, quein nullas circum 1:01 Iocas, 
C folus espr.c/ens,eti.rm ins. qe longe frm: a te. They 
witharer toulacs faith he {rom ty mercy, and they 
met with thy luitice, and the y fellypois this :5097,o7 
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306 Of the Loue of our Lord, [ 
renenge . And all , becauſethey knew not , that rhog, | 
O Lord, art euery where , whome no place doth cir- 
cumſcribe , and who only art preſent, enen to them 
who will nceds make themſelacs far of from thee: 
This was Herods cafe ; who in yayne, did 
Jooke for the Lord of lite, heerc, or there, tomur- 
ther hzm, who was not only heere or there , but 
eery where. Qr rather with him there is no ſuch | 
thing, as any where , but only ſo far forth as it is 
made to be ſo, by his Omipreſence. Particularly 
our Lord had {till bene knocking at his hart. 
Burt the Tyrant locked him our, ſeeking him 
in that wicked manner, & the more he ſought 
' him ſo, the further of he was f1o findin g him; 
Confeſ. lib, though yer himlelfe was found by him. For x 
4. cap. 9. (as the ſame S. Aygufine faith els where of a 
ſinner: ) Quo 3t, quo fugit , niſi 4 teplicido, ad te 
zratum ? & vbinon gnuent! legem tuam, in pena ſua? 
| & lex twayeritas, & veritas tu. Whither goeth a 
ſinner , or whither flxethhe , but from thee being pieg- 
{{—_ Ce) How ſed, to thy ſelfe berng offended. And where shallhe , 
oe tt et find thyLupto hucoft? and thy Luv i 
E -aevf God 1 Luw to hu cots and thy Luv is Truth, md 
i 
. 
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vpon He. this Truth, thou thy ſelfe. þ 
rod, was By this law of Iuſtice, and by this Trath 
grounded the tyrat was found out at laſt. For our Lord, 
In his mer confidering that he would not make yſe of 
=4 - loue his loue to him by asking pards, reſolued that 
22 > he would make himan inſtrument of his own 
HOSep ,, loue tovs, bygiuing vs an example which 
| gntiquir, We might auoyd. And ſo he{*) ftrocke him 1 
| eap. 8, & With extreme afflitions of minde, and yn- 
Euſcb. I. x. ſpeakeable torments of body, according to 
Hi/t, Eccle-the deſcription of Ioſephus. For within, he was 
fiſt, | all 
| 
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all burning, as in tire ; his lyms were feyolhe, 
his pudend.s turned themſeſues 1nto vermine; 
and his whole body was ot fo hatetull a {me}, 
as that he might rather be thought, a lining, 
andiecliug, and ralking dunghiil, then a m3, 
andſohed,ed. Yer nov; , though our Loid 
did thew hi. Maieltyasa God, he would not 
yet foil: ke his owne humility , pa atience, and 
ci:arity as man ; buthe expected i mn Egypt, nll 
this hungry \W olfe were dead. And then, v- 
pon the ximonition of an Angell, he retur- 
ned and went into Glilea, and foto Naza- 
reth, venere he remayned with his ſacred mo- 
ther  andfthe holy Partriarche S. Iol evn , his 
ſup abotF: ther. And he g-ew (as the Enance- 
l;# faith) ard uas ft enthned, heing wil of wiſe- 
dome: and the grace of Ged was with jm. Both 
which , he ſthewed aiter an adinirable manner 
at his diſin ting anateaching in the Temple, 
as willappea:e by that which followeth. 


Of the grext Tone wheb our Tord Teſs haired by 
bis d-ſputtig and teachmg in the Temple. 


CHAP: 206. 


S ontliieoneſiile, our Loid Tesvs did 

omit noe exquitite diligence , Which 
migirtſerue tor the de eltuery ot himſelte, tothe 
know:edgeand the loue of men; fo yet on the 
other, he vied it withſo much caution; as tO 
makc {uch asſaw him, rather to dcfire, then 
to glut themlelues vypon him. For (+ he, be- 


1g 0, 


LI ne. ?o 


(a) How 
ſw eerly 
our Lord 
did nant 
feſt hints. 
ſelf- by 
CEgrecss 


Oe 
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308 Of the Lowe of our Lord 

ing (as he was) the Souerayne original light 
ot the whole world, choſe to manitelt him- 
ſeltero 1t, which lay in darknes, by degrees; 
leaſt otherwiſe . inlteed ot being illuminated, 
ir might be dazeled . He was twelue yeares 
old, betore he made any ſhew of himlelte, but 
only by making thoſe holy Pilgrimages ro \ 
the Temple, atthreeſcuerall rymes of the yeare. 
To which howſocuer he were not bound in 
that tender age, nor could he beindeed 0- 
bliged at all; yet it is moſt likely that euen be- 
fore , he would binde himſelte, as now we ſe 
he did, by his loue, to giue vs that great ex- 
ample of his deuotion, as allo nor to depriue 
his all-immaculate mother, and S. Ioſeph, of 
that comtort, which without him, they could 
notlo well enioy . Thoſe indeed were Pil- 


/ 


_—— gr1Mages, (Þ) wiich the world may looke v- 
_—— pon, borh tor adnuration S imitation. With | 
boly pla- what tilence, what introuerſton, what height 
ces ought of piety, were they performed ? and hovy 
to be per- preſent to the minde of our B. Sauiour, were 
tormed, a[l thoſe perſons of the world, who vyouid 

deny, and deride ſuch Religious 1ourneyes, 
to holy places. And ſuch others alſo, yyho 
both belecuing, & practiſing the ſame, would | 
yet abuſe that holy inſtitution, either by vo- 
Juntary and long diſtractions, or elſe by ol- | 
rentation ;and for both thoſe kindes of peo- | 
ple, would his loue ſollicit him to be deeply 
forry. He ſaw alſo ſuch others , as would 
greatly honour him, and his Saints, by fuch | 
denotions; and not only did he take Porn | 
AF 
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Jarioy , in cuery one of them , but by his me- 
rits, and prayers,and eſpecialiiy by cucry one = 
ot thoſe holy paces, did he obtaine, at tg 
hands of his cternall Father, that grace and 
ſtrength, wherby fuch actions might be well 
pertormed. 
But when they wereat leruſ.alem,in the 
frequent atlembly of that j zople, it was not 
ſoltrange, thar the parents thould loofe the oy The 
tighrotthe Child, wherupon (© they fought griefe of 
him with griefe inough . 'T hey thought that our B, 
ſome of their tremds , and kindred, might Eaty | 
haue procured to make him 1eturne with the; m_ Saint 
as Who would not have byn glad, to become " 
as happy as he could by the excellent preſence hes of 
of our Lord. Soas they locked him amonelt Chrig 
their triends, a dayes iourney off trom 1:74- our Lord 
ſalem, and notfinding him there, they retur- in the 
ned to the Citty full ot care, and found him, Temple, 


| the third day , inthe Temple. With how vn- 
ſpeable loue both to God and man, did our 
| J.ord Iesvs difpoſleſle himfeite , tor a wile, 


of the greate{t 10y, and comiorr, that he could 
receaue in this world; which was the {weet 
ſociety of his ſacred mother ? whe: cin, lth- 
ovgh through the eminency of grace which 
| had beene communicated to her happy ſoule 
| In the very firlt inſtant of her Immacyulite Con- 
| reprron , he could never have tound the lealt 
\ dittractiontrom the immevaiace and molt per- 
tec ſeruice of Alimighty God, yet becaute the 
parents of his difciples, 22d feruants, would 
notall, be ſuch; but would often be diver- 

| | ring 
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308 Of the Toue of our Tord 
ing (as he was) the Soueraync originall light 
ot the whole world, choſe to manitelt him- 
feltero 1t, which lay in darknes, by degrees; 
leait otherwile . inlteed ot being illuminated, 
ir might be dazeled . He was twelue yeares 
01d, betore he made any ſhew of himlelte, but 
only by making thoſe holy Pilgrimages ro {\ 
the Temple, at three ſeuerall rymes of the yeare. 
To which howſoeuer he were not bound in 
that tender age, nor could he beindeed 0- 
bliged at all; yet it is molt likely thateuen be- 
fore , he would binde himſelte, as now we ſe 
he did , by his loue, to giue vs that great ex- 
ample of his deuotion, as allo nor to depriue 
his all-immaculate mother, and S. Ioſeph, of 
that comtort, which without him, they could 
notlo well enioy . Choſe indeed were Pil- 

_— grimages, (>) wiich the world may looke v- 

—_— *sto P22 both toradmiration & imitation. Wirth 

boly pla- What filence, what introuerfion, what height 

ces ought Of piety, were they performed ? and hovy 

to be per- preſent to the minde of our B. Sauiour, were 

tormed, a[l thoſe perſons of the world, who vyould 
deny, and deride ſuch Religious 10urneyes, 
to holy places. And ſuch others alſo, vyho 
both belecuing, & practiſing the ſame, would 
yet abuſe rhat holy inſticution, either by vo- 
luntary and long diſtractions, or elſe by ol- 
rentation ;and for both thoſe kindes of peo- 
ple, would his loue ſollicit him to be deeply 
forry . He ſaw alſo ſuch others , as would 
greatly honour him, and his Saints, by fuch 
denotions; and not only did he take Fore. | 

AL 
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Jarioy, in cuery one of them , but by his n:e- 
xits, and prayers,and eſpeciality Þy cuery one 
ot thoſe holy paces, did he obtaine, at tt8 
hands of his cternall Father, that giace and 
ſtrength, wherby ſuch actions miyiut be well 
pertormed. | 
But when they wereat ler4ſ.lem,in the 
frequent allembly of that zoplc, it was not 
ſoltrange, that the parents thould loote the 
tighr ot the Child, wv herupon (© they fought 
him with griete inough . They thought tizat 


ſome of their tremds , and kindred , might 


haue procured to make him teturne with the; 
as who would not haue byn glad, to become 
as happy as he could by the excellent pretence 
of our Lord . Soas they locked himamonglt 
their triends, a dayes tourney off trom 1e74- 
falem; and nottinding him there , they retur- 
nedrto the Citty full ot care, and found him, 
the third day , inthe Temple , With how vn- 
ſpeable loue both ro God and man, did our 
J.ord Iesvs difpoſleſle himſeite , tor a wile, 
of the greateſt toy, and comiorr, that he could 
Teceaue in this World; which was the tweet 
ſociety of his ſacred mother ? whe: cin, .Ith- 
ough through the eminency of grace which 
had beenz communicated to her happy ſoule 
in the very firit inſtant ot her Immaculete Cons 
reptron , he could never have tound the leatt 
diſtraction from the wnmediare and molt per- 
tea ſeruice of Almighty God, yet becaule the 
parents of his dilciples, and feruants, would 
notall, be ſuch 4 but would often be diver- 

| ning 


(c) The 
gricfe of 
our B, 
Lady 
and Saint 
Il oſeph VY= 
pon the 
tote of 
Chriſt 
our Lord 
in the 
Temple, 


110 Of tbe Loueof our Lord, | ec 
ting and diſwading ys trom correſponding bs 
Wick bis mfpuations, and our obligations; Ty 
he was pleated, not only to giue vsan exam- bs 
ple at laige, but euen to impart the very ex- v 


pieile words themiclues wherby we might 
oue:come their jntreatiec. | 

And rather then we ſhould nat be in- of 
ftructed to toifake all ethand bloud, when | 


: 
once there thoulu be quzition of Gods ſ{eruice, bo 
and :ather then we thould not be armed well 
agaynit thuſe temptauios which might grow |S 
to Vs from cur Parents, he was content to Cx- F-20 
emplity the caizin his owne facred perfon, EO 
wiha teeming diminution to his B. Mother. [2 
For this 1: Was, that when the all-immacula- - 
te v17gin, ſpake to himin theſe tender words, ; 

Eni.  S:zr:e:71v 115 thou fo done to ps? behold thy Father = 
«4 1, jorrewing d;d frehe thee, Our B. Sawour | 
anitwered thus (notin the way of reprehen- 

; fon, as certayne courle-harted people will BD 

(e: In - 


& <2: ſeq. 25<9ds conceaue] but (©) out of compaſſion to 
& SQ them, and out of inſtruction to vs: Why 1s zt 
Ler: Is that you ſought me? did you not knowe that I muSt 
foes ipare be, about thoſe thingswhich are my Fathers? And to 
to Bis B: {how that his meaning was, butto benefit vs, 
— by: that expreſſion of himſelte, and nor to caſt 
the leaſt aiperſion, of intpertection , ypon 

bis moſt ods mother, and S. IToſeph,he cauſed 

his holy ſpirit torecord it inſtantly after in ho- 

ly Scripture, that he departed from the Temple 'N 

with them , and came to Nazareth, & was ſubiett to 

them. And hcere, let him that can , conſider 

and admire the yuſpeakeable dignity, and ex- 

cellency 


| 
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ecllency of our B. Lady;ro whom the God of 


heauen & earth would become a ſtub:icct. And 
I:t him much more adore God, tor the 1ntinite 
humility and Charity of our Lord Itsvs, who 
vouchſated by this [tronge example of his, to 

rocure the quenching of our pride , and the 
Lindling of our Jouec by mating himſclte a 
ſubiect ro fleth and bad, tor our ſake:; he 
who was the ſuperiour ad ſoueraigne ack 
ot all the creatures, both in heauen & earth. 

He ſhewed well whar he was, whillit 

yet he {ate in the Temple, amongſt the Decours. 
Of whome, he heard what they could fay; 
and hc zh them, to ſee what they Would 
an{were. And many other things he alto did 
arthe ſame tyme, though holy Scripture, by 
vw rapping them vp in ſtJence, doe ratherleaue 
matter, tor our ſoules, then tor cur {enſes to 
worke vpon . For he did both pray hs eter- 
nall Father, tor their conuerſion to his diuine 
Maielty,and for the manifeſtation of his glory; 
not only in their hartes, yyho vvcre preſent 
then ; but In as many , as by their meanes 
ſhould attery vard come to knoyy yyhat had 
palled there. : 

The ſacred Text athrmes, Tow all that 
beard him , were aileuiched at hi wiſedome ard an- 
ſweres, and that ſeciig hymthey wondred . And vve 
may yvell a:ture our felues that, theyr admi- 
ring his diuine preſence , & rtheyr being aſto- 
nithed art his vyviſedome , vyas to that holy 
{oule of our Lord Ie{us, an occaſion of much 
mortifization , Which nothing >ut ardent 

Cia- 


(e) The 
Incompa= 
rable luue 
of Lord, 
in being 
(o ſubi.& 
to cur B, 
Lacy and 
S, loleph, 


Of the Loue of our Lord, 
Charity could iaue made him fo willingly 
imbrace. For he was then but twelue yeares 
old ; and he had bene bred in a poore and 
plaine appeaiance ;and he dwejtin the ye- 
ry depth of | 2m bamility : And humli:y 
when indecd itis protounu, doth make a toule 
m.ch more abhone admiration and prayle, 
then any hare whicit1s yay ne, can apprehend, 
and liace to be deſpiſed. 

'Thevviile, it all they, were ſo amazed 
by bearing bi#1, vvito vvere the Podotrs of the 
law , and vvho vvyere l[ikety to deſpite all the 
world , in compation ot themſelues ; and 
if the very fight of him , made them wonder , 
vvhole eyes yycre cucn almoſt put ont, by the 
dult of Enuy, and Hypocryſy , vyhich the 
mind of pride had rayled into them, & which 
our Lord 1ESVS, by the dropps ot his diuine 
grace, Vas procuring them to lay in a farre 


(f) We higher manner ; mult (f) we vvho are Chri- 
are partt- f};2n, and yyrhome our Lord inſtructs, not 


l os . 
-—= only at ſome certaine tymes , as he did that 
admire people, in the Temple, but ro vvhole harts he 


the wiſe- 1s euer preaching, ina molt particular manner 
domeand ( & happy are they who apply the earcs therof 


grace 


our L 


Jeſus, 


of to his ſacred mouth) adore the Maielty ot his 
ord \iſedome , and power; and admire the dig- 
nity and beauty of his humanity ; and be in- 
flamed, and cucn conſumed with the ſenſe of 

his eternall prouidence, and ardent Joue- 
Bur yet withall , we mult contider , 
that howſocuer it be ſaid, and that molt truely, 
That he proceeded in wiſrdome , and age , and m_ 
WH 


| 
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with God and men, this is only to be vrderſtood, 
of that kind of wiſedome Which might grow 
through experimentall knowledge, by way of the 
ſenſes ; which he had like vs, though yer with 
this difference ( a> *) hath bene 1liew ed that 
eucn therin, he was tree trom a}] poilibiliry 
ot errour, which we are not. For his {«do- 
we, otherwiſe , Was ſo great, a+ not to be ca- 
pable of any increaie, as nerther was is grace 
wherof in the inttant ct ls Concerzon, that 
diuine ſoule of his had receiucd all abſolute 
fulnes . But he may be truely ſaid ro have 31- 
creaſed dayly with God , and men in Grace , that 
Is, in Fauour,; becaule euery day, more & more, 
his foule was beautihed, by new acts, in the 
iighrot God;and daylie he made more and 
more diſcouery of himſelte to men, accordin: 
to the rates of their Capacity; and they woull 
not haue bene men bu: bcalts, and blockes, if 
they had not bene taken , by ſuch an obiect. 
We are taught withall ( by his growme thus 
grace before God and men \) , to pertorme our 
actions in ſuch fort, as that we mult nether 
promes to plealc God alone, by not caring 
or the edification of men;nor yet men alone, 
through Hipocriſy , or want of purity , in the 
intention ; but they both , mutt goe together, 
hand:in hand, as daily our Lord, when he 
grew atteryard to mans eſtate , did cffetus 
ally teach ys, more and more, ; 


a} o 


"Cap, 5 


* 
VO ea ten 
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114 Of the Tone of our Tod, 


Of the exc ſuc loye which our Lord Teſus sborred ts 
Ps, 44th. be would youchſaſe to be Bapuzcd, 


SAP. -:. 


V Har thought of manor Angell , 


can reach to that humility , which 
Chrilt our Lord (being longe tfince growne 
to bea man, and now vypon the poynt of pu- 
blithing hi> Ghoſpell ) did expietle in his 
holy Baptiſme;and conſequently to that Cha- 
rity, Which calt him ypon the practiſe of 
this protound impenctable }umiliy fForit 
was.®) notin him, avit is in vs, Who muſt 


(a) Our | : A org : 
Lcd le. beginne with acts of kumulity , as with the 
ſus be= foundation, thatſo we may arriue to Charity 


eanall afterward, Which 1> the contummation of a 
from ſpiricuali building. Bur in him, all mouned at 
Charity: the veiy tirlt, trom pure and pertect Charaty, 
we muſt hich was as a kind of cauſe of his humiluy. 
| —_ They want not good ground ot reaſon, 
; Humility, WHO athrme , that betwene the Birth, and 
* death of Chriftour Lord, he never performed 
an act of greater Joue, then in beivg thus Bup- 
zi2ed . For as the expreſſion of true louc, con- 
filter. more in doing, then in ſaying; fo con- 
filterh it alſo, much more in ſuffering, then in 
doing . And as the Jealt Fnne, i« more abhor- 
xd ba file, which is faithfull ro God, then 
the {cniible ro: ments cuen of Hell ir felfe : So 
the diſhonor for that ſoule to be thought fin- 
full, which 3s nor only pure, but wholly im- 
peccable 


and $utonr Teſus Chrizt. TIS 
peccable {as tharot Chrilt our Lord and Sa- 
wour was) doth tarre outftrippe all other at- 
peition and intamy whatfocuer , 2s Was alle 
ntinuared elſe where . Yet (Þ: by thefe 11g- (b) By 
ged wayes, weuld hepalle ; and ypon thelC _ rugs 
bitter pills wouid be iced ; yea andnegid it oy td 
with ynſpeakeable ioy, tor Loue Gf vs. And 1,411 wag 
not only had he hene content to be Cz CmAu- content td 
ſed , which thewe\!, asit he had bene obno- paſſe in 
X1011 TO O:248%24t 114320; but (to declare tl;at the bis love 
longer he liucd ainongitys rhe mote care he bt Ys, 
tooke to ſhew how he loued ys ) he now 
vouchlated to be b.p:rzrd; which according 
to all apparence did bcroken as it he had been 
ſubiect, cucn to atrfll finue. Vo this letitbe 
added;thar iince Cc:mcijion, was 01dayned by 
the lawito which although he were not boud 
indeed, yer was 1t thought that he was bound) 
it might notonly ſeeme fit, but cuen iult, that 
he ſhould be Circ4mzſed , both ro doc honour 
to the Luv, and to preuent all {canda!l ot the 
eople. Bur tor him, to receiue the B.tptiſme 
of S. Iohn, was no appointeinent of the li of 
God; buta mecre voluntary deuotion, which 
might haue bene torborne without 2111, linne, 
or the iuſt offence ofany man . And © ther- (©) It was 
fore as I was ſaying it was admirable humili- 37276 
ty, (performed our of vnſpeakeable charity)S30 
that, tor our example, and benefit, our Lord i — 
would faſten ſuch a marke of actuall tinne v- our Lord 
pon himſelte. | to be bap- 
Burt the gratious eye of our Lord, being tized, ths 


lodged ypon the miſeries of man; and his hart *9 Þ< cir= 
I 2 bi. CUmCleds 


alto do. 


—_ TT 
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beceing full of molt at dent delire of our fclict- 


ty; 


he romnteruncd hunſelte, and re{olued to 
enter into the waters. And though S. lohu,bein 


_— then the greateſt .cmong the ſonnes of mcn , did well 
know, and with a molt deiected taythtull 
hart acknow ledge, how farre he was trom 
being worthy to bapt7ze, that true & naturall 
Sonne of God; yet1o prect! e was the plealure 
of Ciriit our Lor d, 111 tilts parucular, thatthe 
hoty Buptijt becooke 111; py CO 11S obedience. 

And our Lord voucitaied to ler him know, 
and vs wituail, that peitect inſti 1s not ob- 
ſerucd , wherethe heroycall acts of Humility, 


and Cha;?ty, are not peitormed, 


S_ John had b-ne preaching the dos 
Erine of pennance co te Icvres; unmediatly 


vyherupon , they Vvere 0. ized by him 1n 


3 order. And the holy Scri1piure : aſhrmes, that 
Chriit our Lord yvas bap;;izud ater them, as 
reloluing bejike to be the laicc! the * company. 
And yvithall , It 1s very probabie, by the ſa- 

Bid, cred Fext, thathe yy ould all, be p:efent at 

: the ſermon of S. loba, like a common Audi- 


toi, and baing the zmncreued fu ie of God, 
he You chiared tr ſeeme as 1 hea 4 necded to 
be taught by man. Wha: 1 "OLA, aticns are 
Thule of Li, © ection wy z  andot dire 10N, 


how we are ro: ICC: 5 q ith orNcrs5 {tt being 
reaſor thatwe 3,00tfd ih, c Yen to ti? bots 


Tyme uf our arts, Wet ie tate Gat ſ-jues 
19 the manner, of Ly wy for +» 36 ce, 


Eucin Ct our eq”! alle, Ii Lye UC 6 [20 34 


_ne 


Oj Cod place nuniciſe abies alk bobs +. 1CLOU: $ x 
And 
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| And (4) when we ſhall cthinke much to reſort (q) Lay 
| tor Sacraments, & other ſpirituall comiorts,to good hold 
| {uch as we conceause, to be, any wary, of inferi- on theſe 
| our Talcrs to our ſejues. Or els, when we that leſſons, 
haue thame,to trequent the remedies of finne; 
when heere we may behould the Sautour of 
all our {oules, and the jnititutor of all the ho- 
| ly Sacraments, through ardent charity, alliſt at 
| a ſermon, and receaue the water of Baptiſme, 

with protound humility, from the tongue, 6& 

trom the hand of a mortall man; himleite be- 

ing the King, and the God of men. 

But the {euera!l ſpirituall aduices, which 

our Lord jtsvs did giue vs by the example 

of his high vertues , mm this miſtery, though 
they bein themſelues of great importance, to- 

wards the thewing of his loue, yet doe they 

lellen, when they are compared to that maine 

dritt which he had, in this rhe B.zptiſane ot his. 
For his prime (©) meaning was, (vpon the colt (e) The 
of his Humility, and Chanty, expreſled by his principall 
being thus b.p:rzed to inſtitute a more high, 8& —_ 
ſoueraigne B.p1izſme , in the nature of a S4r4- jy ſpermeyg 
ment . By the grace wherof, all ſoules might thar 

be walhed, and cleanſed, from tinne ; as cer- Chriſt 
tainly as any body is trom ſpots, vypon the ap- our Lord 


plication of common water. _ in 
O boundles ſea of loue, which no bicks 1 OL 
apilzed, 


of our iniquity could keepe in, from breaking 
out ouer the whole world? His loue it was, 
| which made him vndergoe the paine of put- 
ting his pure naked body vnder water; and of 
ſhame to be thought a tintull creature. 'I hat 

H-3 Lo, 


118 Of the lone of our Lord, 
ſo, by the merit of ſuch loue, as water waſheth 
other creatures, himſelte might wath euen, 
the very water; yeaand ſanctity all the water 
in the world, rowards the haekifying ot 
ſoules, by the meanes of his pretious merits. 
How clearlv doth it ſhew, rhat Chnlt our 
].ord 1s an equall, and incompaiable kind ot 
triend ro all; for be placed rhe remedy ot all 
the 01121: neltfo mne of little children, and both of 
the 077944. finne, and attuall, of ſuch asare al- 
ready couented & baprixed ro the taith of Chi - 
( How our Lord , when hey are of yeares, not(t 
00d: the taking of generous wines, nor in th: e = 
cheap® 2 yiica tion of cottly Baths, nor 1n the drinking 


©: roo pearles , and p; :ctious ſtones, diltilled into 
Baptized. 141+ Lagann hay but only in being tou- 


2d by alittle pure imple water, W herin the 
wan nth 15 as 71Ch, asthe King, 

And howſocuer hs holy Church, whicly 
3s inſpired and guided by his holy ſpirit, hath 
ordeyncd in the exerciſe and vle of Baptiſme, 
rhat ordinarily, it ſhali be adminiltred by her 
| Prieſts, and in her Churches; and ſolemnized 
jo Ritual, yyith her ſacred, andmolt fioniticant* Cere- 
Rvraan, monies; asnamely the ſigne of the holy Croſic, 
£xorciſines, Inſuff.ctions, Inpoſi:ion of h.mids , to- 
gether with ſalt, and holy Ore, (with diners 
others, vvhich are thought tit ) ro accompa- 
ny an action of {o great importance ; and the 
hgures vyherat v vere deliuercd and recoinen- 
ded by Chrift our Lord himſelte , (as S. AMm- 
broſe notes) vyhen he cured that per ſon VV:1O 
VVas potleſied by a diuel], both Jumbs and 

: deaje, 
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decſe, by putrrng ſpiitle vpon by tongue, and thry- 
Sting his fingers 10 bas eares , and ſaying Ephata, 
vyhichas, Beopened, (at molt of yvhich Cere- 
monies, thouga Sectaries vvill take liberty to 
laugh and cotfe ; vve Catholikes vvill nor be a- 
ſhamed ro reueale them as vvye arc taught ro 
doe; not only(though cliictely}) tor the autho- 
ny and cultome itlelte ot the holy Church, but 
partely allo, becaute vve {ce in the vyritings 
of molt auncient, and holy Doctouts , both "ide Bel- 
krequent and venerable mention to be made {47 de 04 
therot;) Hoyytoener I ſay all this be true, yer raw, 
neucr:c heleiſe, ityVvas the gratious plealure of * 8 
our bleſſed Lowd, and it 15 the practiſe of his 
true Spore, the holy Church, in caſe that the 
perſon tro be baptized be in any extremity of 
daunger, to forbeare all thoſe cer2monies 
yvhich cannot then conueniently be vied. 
And it ſuthceth tor the eternall ſaluation of 
thatſoule, that the vvater be applyed, & thoſe 
feyy ſacred vyords pronounced, vyhich are 
preſcribed. And this in thoſe caſes, may be 
done,not only by lay men, but euen by vv 0- 
men; and all, inthe vertue, and through the 
loue,and by the merit, of the Bapttſme of Chriſt 
our Lord. For onem.mnwas wett (as S. Ambroſe jp, , as 
ſayth\ but he washed all thz world , One manu deſ- Luc. Tom, 
cended , that we might all ifcend . One man tooke v- g. fer. de 
pon hum the ſinnes of all, that fo the ſianes of all, might Bapti/mos 
dvemh m. Our Lord was bap.tzed , not men to 
becleanſea by thoſe waters, butto cle.mſe thoſe very 
waters; that ſo they betug wahed , by the flech of 
Chrictour Lord, which knew no ſinne ; might be in- 
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tytled to the rxgh-of Baptiſme. And S. Augntine 
doth alſo ſay, A mother there was, who brought forth 
acone.c? vetshe was C1.48; thewater waghed Chris, 

and it iras made holy by hum. For as after the birth of 
Christ our Lord , the Chaſtity of the B. Virgin was 
glorified; ſo aſter his Baptime, the ſanctification of the 
waters was approned . To her {faith he) afterward 
was verginity imparted , and vpon #t,fecundiry ies be- 
$towed, as we thall inſtantly and cleetly ſee. 


The diſcourſe concerning Baptiſme is contynugd; and 
the great Lone of our Lord wn the in5t1:ution 
of that Sacrament is more declared. 


CH AMS. 22. 
FT H 1s Bp, inſtituted thus by Chriſt 


our Lord,is both a niitical kind of death, 
and witha!l, itis anew begetting of a ſoule to 
lite. Thefirlt Adam is pur to death, that Chris 
our Lord , who # the ſecond Adam , may be formed 
21 vs. Fhe whole world lay drowned, nll 
thus it was fercht trom vnder water. The ho- 
ly Apoltle ſpeakes of B.pti{me, as of a kind of 
death. For he tells the Romans, that they, c> he, 
were washed , together with Chris our Lord, by Bup- 
{me ,vnto death ; thatis, to linne, which 15 the 
worker and cauſe of death. That as our Lord roſe 
fromthe ded , by reglory of bis Father , ſo we may 
walke innewigs of life. And thortly atter, who- 
foener of ys are byp;12cd in Christ Ieſus , arc baptized 
to hisdeatts, And avaine,, tothe Coloſrans, you 
are buried , together with him , in Baptiſme, in whons 


you 


tf 
- 
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Jon are riſen toliſe . This Baptiſme is allo a Rege- 
neration, Wherby we are mace the adopred 
ſonnes of God , and rhe breth:en, Coheires, 
and living members of Chriſt our Lord. And 


the ſame Lord {avth : Ilcjle you be borne 10.41ne Toan, z, 


of water , and the holy Ghost , you $1).4ll not enter mo 
the krrgdom of God. And betides, be bath regenera- 
ted ys anto altiighope. Fhisiovnt Reſurrection 
with our Lora, 1\ made tothat nearres of tie, 
wherot the Apoltle ſpeakes els where : For by 
this Lauer we arc rene wed, by which we are .aljo vorne 
agayne . So that, we lee how this Baprrjmme of 
Ciritt our Lord , according to the ivucrall 
partes therof, was a tiowe, in the exteiiour, 
borh ot the burying ot our ſoules tiom 1in 
and of the 2getting therot to grace ; his tf. 
cending into the waters, ſonit ying the Ong, 
and his retu1nc out of them the ocher. 
This Sram which was procured for 
v< by the labour aud lowe of our T.ord lESvs 
In a molt particular manner , doth imprint a Ca- 
1.der vporr the {uule, which is mddele, for all > 
ternies, and wherby we are maiked and knowney 
to be the theepe of Chriſt our Lord. It #s the 
g4teor entrance of all the other Sacraments, and a- 


uowed:o be ſuch, by tie Councelot Trent. It Concul, 


1s anecel]ary meanes, tor the taking av ay 0 
Originall ſine, anc tor cloathing the foule, With * 


r. Pel,1, 


Culcſ. ?. 
NM, 6, 


4 
; 
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the primitiue ſtole of Iasirce , In former ages, rom | 
they who were vap:7zed, were called Mhmmn.e- gemere, 


red perſons; and bapizſmeitſelte, was called 1t- 
Immin.aton;and the Sarram of Far. Wea bup- 
tzzed pertons), are ſaid wo be luamiuwed by the 
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(a) What 
thing, tne 
Wor.! Sa'e 
union 
doth 1mM- 
port, 


Of the Toue of our Lord, 


Apoſtle himſclf. Ittakes away borh the ſinne, 


and all that penalty , wiuca may by due to it. 
It fiils the toule,, which grace and vertue, and 
iti both neceitary to ſaluation , & it guiderth 
tO It. | 

The wetght of which word (® S.l:.t- 
{zon , whoſocuer doth conſider well; & with- 
all, that it isapplyed to vs, by ſuch an obui- 
ous and tamiliar meanes, as this, will not beſo 
apt to ſnarle, and quarrel] a: the Ordination 
or God, as it it were a point of cruelty, to ſe- 
parate ſuch per{o14 from himſelte, as reach nat 
Bap:rſins through his infcrutable mdgments, 
tor the tinne of Ad.im,to which the whole race 
o! man is ſubiect'as they will be ro admure his 
mercy, and adore his Charity, for chalking 
0:17 lucn an caly way , whe. by ſo many mil- 
lions of creatures, might with great facility 
d-cline theeuerlaſting rorments ot hell, and 
be entytled torthetrernall ioyes of heaue» For 
t114isrhe happy caſe of all them, who dye, in 
their infancy, after Baptiſm? , hauing tormerly 
bene ſubic& ro Orz2nul ſinue , and the curſe 
therof which is double death , alchough atrer- 
ward, they were to hau2 had no effectuall 
meanes, of cuer producing ſo much asany one 
good thought. For theſe {oules are inſtantly to 
be tranflated by the only m2anes of this holy 
£ .crament , to the habitation and poſſe{ſion of 
thatceleſtiall kingdome. And there doe they 
teele, and there doe they ta(t, the incorruptt- 
ble fruite of that incomparable loue, wher- 
with our Lord did make the way thither, ſa 
caſy to them. We 
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We may wel} be aſſured of the truth of 
that teſtimony cf 8. Ich Baptiſt, when heſaid, pg, 
That herho showld baptizc af er him, would deeit in = 
the haly Ghoft. And we may lately ſav thatit was 
the holy Ghoit, which could elcuare ſuch a 
poore peece of natu:. a> COMmeN Vater is, to 
an immediate in{trumont , 2 now Wwe tind it, 
for the waning & ſactitying of ajl our ſoules. 
For inſtantly atter the Buptiſme of Chrilt cur 
L.ord,and the prayer whicn was made vpo it; 
he ſaw that the very heatiens «1d open , wn fck had 
beene thurrill rhen, by the finne of Adamand 1 
the bely Ghost deſcended on hm , an aiible forme. : 
Which our L,o1d I15vsS obteyned nor tor him- 
ſclte, who wasalready tull of it, beyond all 
mealure; but hc obteyned ir tor vs, tor, of his 
fulnes we all receauc : andfo there is none of vs 
baptized, vvhoſe foule is not highly vitited by 
the holy Glioit. And no mervaile , it (heauen 
hauing neuer bin ſcene open before that time) 
ſuch an aboundance of the holy Ghoſt , vvere 
then communicated to the yyorld, yyhich till 
then vvas little knovvne. The promiſes and 
blel{ings of that oli lavy, vvere temporall, & 
terrenc; and a lima jlowmg 1h milke and hony, | 
yvas(Þ) the fatreſt Luze,, yvherby thar Car- (0) ge 
nall pcopie could be mae to ſtoope, toany Pins by 
obedience, totlic commaundements of God. yp. people 
Butnovy the earth vvas rovVne too POOIe a of God 
token for his divine XMajcelty to fend to then, vnder th 
vvhovverzſo belonicd by his only begotten Clu laWe 
ſonne,; that ſonne vyho in conumnlation of 
their good, had pertormed fuch an act oiheioi- 

Call 


loam. r, 


Corfeſ.l. 
I. Cap. 7. 


Joan, r, 
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124 Of the Love of our Lord, 
call yertue in this holy Buap:iſme of his. And 
thertore heauen yyas ſet open, and the moſt 
pretious trealure therot, ſent dovvne,to drayy 
meit VP - For the pncle.:nes of onr ſpirut (as S. Au- 
gusmnelayth) difſoluetbi: ſcliedownew.rrd, through 
a lone of cares, and ihe ſandtity of Gods ſparat doth 
1.tyſe vs vpwars , by aloue of ſecure repoſe. That ſo 
our harts may aſcend yp towards thee ,O God, where 
thy ſpiru ts carried oner the waters ,and that we m.y 
arnue tothat ſupcremment res, when our ſoulcs hall 
hane paſſed through theſe waters , wherupon we can 
ground noreſt, 

Butceuen in reſpcct of Chriſt our Lord 
himſlelte, though his ſoule vyere then already 
ſo tull of grace, as not to be capable of addi- 
tion; yet Vvasit moſt agreable to the viuall 
{tile and the infinite tuſt goodnes of God, that 
the humility of this action, thould be an{vye- 
red and acknovyledged vyich vnuluall glory. 
And thertore that he, vyho had ſo abaſed, 8& 
euen (as it yyere) buried bimſelte vp, 1n vva- 
ter, and ſubmitted his head to one who was nat 
worthy to pnty bes hoe, thould be auoyvyed trom 
heauen yyith the Curtaines open drayvne, 
Tobethe beloucd ſonnesf God. Ando, a certaine 
and folemneinttance yyasgiue, of that truth, 
vvhich may goe for the dayly and ſtanding 
miracle of the Chriſtian Catholike Church: 
Thatas ſoone as aſoule ſhall haue truly hum- 
bled ir ſelfe forthe loue of God, euen then it 
receaues and feeles, arevvard from heauen 
vyhich fills the hart full of ioy. 


Glory then I ſay yyas due to his humility; 
and 
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and for as much as nothing can pay Ioue but | 
loue, the attribute of Beloued v3 as allo duc, — 


and belt deicrued by his iloue. And becaute 

hizlouetor the loue of God was ſo immenle to 

man, the holy Ghost it ſelie, whici: 15 the al, and 

only infinite lou, was ſent dow ne ypon him, 

Ina vitible manner , by whome it was attei- 

Wardto b2conueyed to men . And cuen the 

very thape, wherin God was pizaſed that it 

ſhould appeare, may {erne to make ys know, 

thatall the activ did begin X end jn loue. For (1,1 The 

it was of acoue; \b & what crcature 1» MoTC truvres of 

apt tor Joue then this ? What creature 1» moe the holy 

truitztull , more {pecdy , more ivveet , more ghclt, are 

itronge, more honeſt, and yet rnoie amuu- roured 2 

rous then this; Detevning her mate v. hen he EY . 

would depart with more defize ; and expe- TOY} 

cting him, xvien he tvabſent with more 104? 

The done was thertore the tigne, of the boly 

Ghoſt, which deſcended yp5 Clirilt cur Lord; 

as loone a; he was bip.ized;ro thew that Þ15 

hart was overwhelmed with loue, both ro 

God and man. Vhillt tor the pure ;jory of. | 

the one, and the paitect gn2d ot the oiner, he | 

ſubmitted himlſelt ro pate and Qome ; & for 

the ſanciitying of finners, and thatby amoſt 

ſweet & eaſy means to ys, Þ< cared not though 

he were accountei one luimſelte . Yea not be=- 

ing content to be on 7 thought ſoheere by 

men, Te reſtleſnes of ry loue a1 werke {o talt 

ypon him, asto make hum not dydaine, to be 

miliaken rherin, by the diuclls al'o ;and to be 

Kinpted in the wildemes by We P1ince of 
darichno: 


126 Of the Love of our Lord, 
darcknes , as the next di{courſe will declare. 


Of the puſpeakeable Loneto ps which our Lord Jeſus 
Shewed , ws his bezing tempredin the wilder 
nes, bythe Ducell. : 


CHAP. 23. 


T is full of cruth which hath bene ſaid: Om- 

ns Christs achio, yite noſtre es} initr:udhio : Euery 

action of our Lord m.:y ſerue for an mstrudtion to ys, 

this ifeof ours. Or racher it 1s moſt true, that 

(a) Allthe thereis no action at all ot his , Which initructs 
ations of ys not many Wayes, (*) & which isnot a kind 
Chrilt of hidden Mann, delivering tocuery hungry 
our Lord 114 thirſty ſoule, a talt of that particular yer- 
are 332 the, which it needs. That Chriſt our Lord 
ene s would be baptized, was to beenroled in the liſt 
our ſoules © Ner9 according to the wudgment of men; 
but in fine they were men, who would make 

that iudgment ; with men , he loued, and he 

was coine into the world to procure their 

good; and art Jait, he knew, that he would 

deliuer them from that errour. Burt, for the 

ſonne of God, who was allo God, to abaſe, 

and as it were forget himſelte , fo farre,as 

to ſubmir that ſuperexcellent foute of his, 

which was adored by al the Angells of heaue, 

to be ſubiect (tor the manitold benefit ot man) 

{9 tarre, as to be tempred by that damned ſni- 

rit, doth betoken fuch a ſtrange loue to vs, as 

uts all diſcourſe to ſilence; and the beſt crea- 

ted ynderſiandipg thatcuer Was, May be halfe 
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excuſed 1t 1t thall looſe the very \vitts vv ohh 
wonder. 

It che difference be great, betwene one 
man and another, cuen amonglt good men, 
hoino bemimi quid p7 oſcar: if it be gicat 'bernenca 
good ma X a badttirt bever Preater berw een 
a molt wicked man, & a molt olori OUS _ 
wha: ditte: ence thall we thinke theje is, bas 
twene God , 2nd the diuell? And vw has icales 

can haue the ſtrings long enough , to pus 
{cope that one of them may aſcend as kigh, Va 
the other defcend as low , as the things deſer- 
ue. And yerthe louec of our Lord Irsvs, was 
ſo omniporent, as to make them able to 1n- 
counter; yea dh e, being the y ery £0; pp< of 
altitude; , did become in ſome lort in! erious, CT 
<d put himſcltc below thar other, whole ha- 
bitation is amongltt the Princes of darkenes, in 
the yery bot: ome of hell. 

So immente was his defire of thewing 
louc to man ; that rather then not ro procure 
it, in the molt obl; living manner that could 
be thoughr, he was content to let his greateſt 
and molt declared enemy , that inueteratre re- 
bell,the Diuel!l. to pleaſe limfelte with an 
Imagination ,thar he was no more exempicd 
from his prey, then other tolkes. And he 
ſuffered({Þ} hinilcite; yan a ſtrange Kind & 
exXlnanitton, to be carry ed in the ayte & toſ- 
ſed from place to place, by that tempierz as 
{ome chicken mighcbe, in the clavwes ot ſome 
cruell Bird of prey, tor the ſpace of as many 
myles, as it yyas tom thezlernes to rhe Tele 
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$28 Of the Loweof our Lord, 
It yve aske vyhat it vyas,vyhich con= 
diatedhim tro the riuer of Iordan, to the vvil- 
dernes, vyhich vya: the place of his Temptation, 
the holy Scripture teli> ys, that it vvas his ſpz- 
7:t, which 1s his loue thatled him thither. And 
to iEew that he yvent not vvith any o1dinary 
ace; but yyirth a kind of vehemency of 1m- 
pulſe, though by one of the tuangeliſts it be 
{aid, that he was led;by another 1t 1s athrmed, 
that he vyas no lefle the driven to the deſert. 
In all the actions of our Lord, there is a 
double kind ot loue, inuolued , as it it vyere 
both the meat and ſauce , vpon vyhich the 
ſoule of man may feed. "Che actions them- 
ſclues, I accountto be as the very meate; but 
the intention Vyhich reigned 11 that enamou- 
red hart ofhis, 1sas the ſauce, vyhich giues 
It grace and {auour, and keepes the appetite 
full of life. Weſee heere, 1n our Lord, a loue 
of {ollicitude z an application to contempla- 
tion ; that he thought the yery bealts, to be 
company good inough tor him. And euen 
vyhilit he yyas ingulied, in the very boſome 
(c) A Of hiseternall Father, he vyould yet endure 
ſrang in» to be (©) takenin the armes and tempred, by 
dignuy, that yyicked ſpirit. We (ce izovy he gaue him- 
molt (tra» ſelte ro prayer,and faſting,tor the ſpace of Forr- 
gely in- ty dates togeather . Ani that, hovyviocuer, 
| x=gon, 44 through rhe aduantages yvhervvith he did a- 
ehe reg" bound, it vyas in his hand, yvhether although 
of loue, : 
he taſted, yer he vyould be hungry yea or noz 
he madechoyce atthe end of that long falt, to 
teele the paine thereof for ys. And then vvec 
may 
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may wel be ſure, that there was neuer fo great 
paine inflicted by hungar as that. Both tor 
the large extent of tyme, into w hich that fa- 
lting was produced , (being of fourty con- 
Tynued daies and nights) and through the ex- 
act proportion of Ii conttitution, which en- 
dured not the jealt excetle of any {uvertiuous 
moylture, or peccant iuwumour, which, in ma- 
ny, is wontto make the weight of hungar, 
much more rollerabje, | 

Bur then , if we conſider , that withall 
he was without the comfort of any of his rea- 
{onable creatures; patiing his ryme {as the holy 
Scriptures ay) amonglit rhe beaſts; That he 
could not bur feele excethue incommodaity by 
lodging ſo long vpon the open ground; That 
he windes and ratnes , In |" ſpace of fourt 
dayes, & nights, would be ſure to blow hs 
and co fall heauily vpon_ him ; That his gar- 
ments were looſe, and conſequently could 
nor defend him from that payne ; we thalf 
perhaps haue cauſe to conclude that this ryme 
of his being in the deſert, gaue him as exqui- 
fite a kind of aliliction, as cuer was endured 
vponearth . Theſe I {ay were his ations and 
paſſions in this myſtery ot his cempta:z0n, but 
the intention of our good, which tor loue ct 
vs hehad; and the foucraigne doctrine and 
addrefſe which he directs vs, by his noly ſpi- 
Tit , tofetch trom thence, in all occaſions, 1s 


thatfor which weare more, if yet we may be 


more, obliged to hin. 
J The 


Lg 


” TAE 


— - —- 
A : —— — _— 
, _ 


(a) That 


ſpicituall 
men muſt 


x30 


© O— z 


”— 


Of the Lone of our Lord, 


The excellent examples and anitrudions which ouy 


Lord leſus gaue ys with great Loue, in tlits 
miſtery of lus Temptation. 


CHAP. 24. 


Hxr1sST our Lord himſelfe, was faire 
C from being able to grow light or yayne, 
ypon the ſupernaturall tauours, and viſions, 
wherwith he had bene enriched trom heauen, 
after the humility and charity , which he had 
expreſſed to God, and vs, in his holy Bapr:ſme; 
and therfore, moſt fately he might inttantly 
haue puthimſelfe into conuerfation with men 
of the world. But(®)yet becauſe he well knew 

of what ſonding metal] poore man 15 made; 8& 


armethe- that his nauigation through the tepeſt of this 
ſelues wel world, is found to be ſo dangerous , by his 


againſt 


vanity, & 


leuity. 
of hart, 


carrying ſo little balalt of ſolid yertue , in the 
botrome of his ſoule ; and ſo greata laile of 
ſelf coceite tyed to the malt of his giddy head; 
and for that vpon the feeling of diuine com- 
forts, men by 4 ſometymes, to make effuſion 
of thoſe treaſures which yet were giuen, but 
that they might be improued, or atleaſt laidin, 
againſt the comming (as I may ſay) of adecre 
yeare, or tyme of tribulation, it pleaſed his 
dinine, wiſe Goodnes to ſhew ,, and that not 
only by words but deeds, how we were ta 
carry our ſeJues, in ſuch caſes. And that when 
ſuch pretious liquor of extraordinary grace is 
conucyed imo our harts, by the hand of God, 

we 
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we muſt procure to conuerſe, ſo much; the 
mo1c, within ; and to itopp the bottle with 
extraordinary cate , lcalt es the ſpirit fly a 
broade, and the ſfoule remaine in miſery at 
home. 

Nor was our Lord in any neceſſity of 
preparing himlſelte, by making fuch a kind oft 
ſprrtuall exerciſe, or recollection as this » betore he 
went in mþvn, forthe wynning of foules to 
his eternall Father, in the yertue wherot, he 
might corynue more ynited with God;& that 
as conteplation was to giue nobility to actio, 
ſoaction might giue tecundity to contempla- ,, _ 
tion. But (Þ) for our inſtruction he thewed (5) Meri 
vs, in himfelfe , what we were to doe; and —— 
that before men mult trult themſelues, with lea them. 
procuring, by conuerſation, and exhortation, ſelues, bem 
ro doe good to others; they mult in {ilence,& fore they 
ſolitude make ypon their owne accounts, in ENter , y- 
the ighrot God . Caſting off their ſinnes; ta- rae 
king leaue of all occaſions therof, making ob- IE!1"8,& 
ſeruartion of raeir errours pait; renewing good hwy.” 
and particular purpoſes torthe ryme to come; grhers, 
and n tine, preparing themſclues forthe do- 
ing, and fuftering with a firme and faithfull 
hart, whatſocuer they ſhall find agreable to 
the holy , and wiſe, and ſtrong will of God. 

And becauſe a ma who isto be truly Apoſto- 
licall, muſt by che goodnes of God procure to 
be fit ro encounter with all the difhculties, to 
which man is ſubie&; and for that the chari- 
ty of iman, (as man) 15 ſo very could, az not to 
looks vpon the myſeries and — 
} 2 [vHYED 


— 
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12% Of the Love of our Lord, 
thers, With that compaſllion which becomes 
the tellow creatures of ſo good a God, ( vn- 
leiſe fuit they haue tryed the variety of Temp- 
zations intheir owne perſons, and becaulc it 1s 
not poſſible for a man( without a more extra- 
ordinary grace then can be expected) to ap- 
ply fit remedtesro ſuch ſoules as thajl be fub- 
ect to Temptation, ynlefle himſelte haue bene 
ſicke of the ſame, or the like diſeaſe; our Lord 
a. therfore (©) wont to ſuffer eucn his belt ſer- 
ad uants ,& ſuch as he meanes toimploy molt in 
Phyſitizs making warre againſt vice and finne, ro be in- 
of others felted in this kind, with the afſauirs of the c- 
in ſpiritu- nemy . But yet fo, asthat he enableth them 
all diſeaſes y1ithall(by his grace, if they will not be wan- 
_——_ ting to themſelues) to returne victorious out 
Ck rl of the battaile . And not only by theſe skirmi- 
ſelues, {Þes, roabare the fury of their foes, but to eate 
out the ruſt, which their ſoules had contracted 
by their owne former ſinnes; & inſtecd ther- 
of, to fill themtull of merit in themſelues; & 
to make them expert , and ſafe guides of 0- 
thers; and in fine, by ſuch knocks to hammer 
our, and to build yp, and moſt richly to fur- 
- Ntth ſuch a houſe in their harres, as wherin the 
God and King of glory, may notonly be co- 
tent, but euen glad to dwell. 

They are therfore. deepely in errour, 
who thinke it be a ſigne of Gods disfauour, it 
heſuffer aſoule to be much rempted. The ar- 
gument 1s rather good on the orher fide, to 

roue that 1tis a token of his loue . For vve 
e& how Chuitt our Loxd himiclte, won] n » 
V1g 


(c) They 
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vſed heerin ; to ſecute vs theiby , thatit was a 
happy ſtate, fince himſeite did choole to be 
polleit therof . Eſpecially (4) contidering, that (0) y 
by going ſo betore, through his Temptathons, ys. - 
he hath broke thehart of ſuch others as ſhould x _ x 
afterward lay hold on ys; betides that he in- (ys in this 
ſ{tructs vs how weare to carry our ſelues ther- lempra- 
in, cuen Whilſt they laſt. And infallibly the tion of his 
loue of our Lord toys, 1sſo very tender and doth both 
ſo pure, that by the merit of this Tcmpration of _— 
his, he would haue obreyned the deſtruction ons = 
and death of all Temp:ations; it he had not for- & trenge 
ſeenc, that they thould ſuruiue, for our grea- then vs, 
ter good, in caſe that we would yſethem wel. agaynſt 
And we may iuſtly belceue, that ſince God hem, 
retuſed to graunt the ſuire of the holy Apo- 
itle, when he had begged thrice, thar Sarhan 
might no longer , W him with the motions of ,, Cop, 1g, 
lenſe , 1t was only tor the preferuing him in 
humility, and way of prouition of greater glo- 
ry; and he made him a promiſe of ſuthcient 
grace, wherby he thould tryumph atter vi- 
Ctory. 

Beſides this aſſiſtance of the grace of 
God {which yet alone ought to be anchor 
inough,tor theſoule of man in any dithculty 


-whatſoeuer, ſo that the man for his part, doe 


concurre therwaith as his frailty will permir) it 
1s certaine that his diuine Maieſty is {o indu!- 
gent a Father to his deere children; and doth 
ſo thirſt, not only after their ſolid good in 
the nexrtlite, but euen after their comtort and 
19s in this; chat ordinanly when he per- 

#0 nuctet!! 
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T94. Of the Loneof our Lord, 
mitteth them to yndergoe any grieuous Temp- 
t4tio;; of the enemy, he either armeth them be- 
fore hand, with ſome extraordinary comfort 
by way of preparattue; or els he vititeth them 
afterward , in ſome moſt grations manner, 
by way eyther of remedy, or reward. We ſce 
that it 15 inſt ſon this Temptation of Chrilt our 
Lord, and that betore it, in his Beptiſme the 
hcauens were opened to him ;and the holy 
Gholt did vitibly deſcend vpon him. Andat- 
ter it, the Angeils did make court about him, 
and doz him homage; and did ſferue ar his ta- 
ble, when the falt was ended. And we allo, 
as miſerable as we ſeeme to be in this lite, haue 
a promiſe from truth itſc]fe, in another part 
ot the holy Ghoſpell, that they who shall banc re- 
mayned f.rthfull to b1ym , in has Temptations, (that 
is to {ay in ſuch afflitions as God doth cither 
ſend orſutfer) sall bo:h cate ard drinke at his 14- 
ble , iis Kingdome of eternall glory. And to the 
end that this might happen to vs more com- 
fe) The pletely , it was the gratious pleaſure of our 
euerall Lord to permit himtelte to be aſlalted (<) by 
nds of three ſencrall wayes, wherein, all kinds of 
be” 24 x: Temptativits mightbe lodged ; or to which, at 
which | 'F 
were ealt, they might be all, reduced . That ſo, in 
off:red to them , we mightbe inſtructed and enabled to 
our Lord ouercome in all, by his example & helpe, as 
Telus, We thall (ce the Chapter following. 


Luc. Zo 


The 
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The Temptations which the Divell did ſcchero pat ys 
pon our Lord leſus, arc declared , and opened 


AP. 27. 


H E firſt (#)wasa Temptation of delight (a) Ther; 
- or pleaſure where the deuill moued our Tempra- 
Lord ( by occalio of that cauſe of higar wher- #10n was 
in he found him) to turne ſtones into bread , if it —_—_ _ 
were true , that mdced, hewas the ſonneof God. But hs 
our Lord, who knew that the Feend of hell x,c. P.. 
would reape no profht by the manifeſtatio of : 
his divinity {for as much as he was contirmed 
for al eternity in malice, vpon his firſt fall fro 
Grace) vyould not worke that miracle to no 
purpoſe; and eſpecially atthe diſcretion of the 
dceuijl. Or rather he would not (through his 
deareand tender loue to vs) worke a miracle, 
wherby he was to be freed from ſuffering the 
paine of hungar, which he felt afterward for 
our ſakes. But whillt he (b) faſted in one kind, 1 
he was feeding ypon a banquet in another. — 
For thefood which gaue him exquiſite delight, $7 £90 
was to be doing the willof his eternall Father, & ſuf= ;,, win 
fering forthe deliuerance, and good of men. he wagfa- 
Andfrom corporall food, he would abſtaine ſting, 
in this firſt publique act of his, if it were but | 
to reuerſe that miſery, which was come into 
the world by Adam; when he fedde, with in- 
ordinate appetite, vpon the forbidden fruivot 
Paradiſe. 
In the meane tyme his refulal to make 
I 4 bicad 


(b) In 
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"i bread , wherby he might haue bene fed in that 
; wildernes , was liberally rewarded to our 
9 Lord by his ecernal Father afrerward,euen in 
BB the ſame very kind ,6 1n the ſelte ſame or like 
| place, of his ſo great merit. For in a wilder- 


nes, as he would necds ſuffer hungar , he had 
meanes afterward to multiply a few lo.zues, and 
| _ fihes to ſuch a quantity as ſerued to feed, 214 otter- 
| ſeed thouſands of men , beſides women aud children. | 
To thew, that as according to that diuine ſay- | 
ing of S. Augusime which (iince 1t 15 ſo highly 
and clearly true) would ro God it were wilt- 
Aug C3- ten , and worne abouttie neckes, and in the | 
fel. ith. ts. harts, of all the world : Iufiftt Dome & ſic et, | 
©4Pe 8%: wt pond ſtu fibt fit ons mordutetus ammus. Theu 
baſt ordeyned #t, O Lord, and ſo1t is; That the very | 
mnordin ate afjection it ſclie, of eucry one, shorld be f 
an ajfidtion io bim that hathit : ſo the merit of e- | 
very action, which 1s purely yndertaken,and 
faithfully performed for the loue of God, ef- 
pecially if it haue any thing in it of the heroi- 
cal] , will be ſure to affect the mind, with 2 
particular kind of remuneratio;yea fo particu- 
'© Thes,lar, as that theſoule hall know, it 1s for that. 
\empta» The ſecond (©) Temptation wherwith 
on, was this inuererate lyer, did tempt our Lord, was 
> riches by offering all riches and power, which he 
_ ſhewed him fromthe Top ofa high mountai- 
844 > ne, and lie promiſed to giue him the whole 
| world, ifhe would adore him. Alyer, I ſay 
he 1s, and ſo he was, from the beginning. But 
yet amono!tall his lyes, he neuer told a grea- 
ter then this, That zt should be zw his porrer, to giue 
the 


: 
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the whole world away , he who 1s not the owner 
of one leate which growes therin ; no7 1s able 
to moue che lea!t indiuilible graine of dutt y- 
pon the earth, nor any moa:e in the aye, 
without the particular Jeaue of cur Lord Cod, 
All power 1s of Gcd, 6& all pleafure is of num, 
and in him . And whatfocuer 1s in creatures, 
15 but a poore participation of the minite, 
which in him 1s tound . And that which the 
deuiilcan doe, 1sonly to tempt vs to ficale it 
from the true owner. Wheruuto, when he 
hath induced ys, and that we cnce neturne 
into our ſ{c[ues, that which he leaueth behind 
in our ſoules, is nothing but a miferable re- 
moric of mind , and an cxperiment.il know- 
ledge of extreame calamity , and penury 1n- 
ſtecd of plenty; and of intamy intteed of glo- 
ry; and of contuming paine, infteed of any 


pure and perfect ioy. And mo#t 115/17 {as Saint Corfel. lib. 
Augultine {ayth) doth that , which 7 tt ſclie, 15: 4+ C4p- 32% 


ſiwecte , grow bitter to thee, if than commit ſrl 
act of wiustice , as ypon the rexſon of that ſweeties, 
to forſuke and offend our Lord who made ut ſweet. 
And thou commelt As he diuinely expreſteth 
In another place, ) To trrne and toſie thy nirde, 
yp and downe , ſuperb derifione , © mnquieta laſr- 
tude, with a proud kind of baſenes, cy a refiles kriad 
of we.rrines. This is that bargaine to which the 
demu]|, if we hearken to him can bring a ſoulc; 
bur to gin2 it one haires bread of happines . is 
retther in his power, norin his will. For his 
enuy and his hate to vs is ſuch; as thar tie {mal 
& countcitaite pleaſure which we tind in the 
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I33 Of the Loc of our T ord, 
E act of any finne, is no ſmall vexation & oriefe 
to him. Andifit were in his hand to make vs 
{inne, without taking any corporall delight ar 
all; and to toſle vs from torments in thus lite, 
to rorments in the next ; he would find mali- 
ce inough, tor that purpoſe, and we ſhould 
be ſure never to taſt any one drop of ioy, by 
his conſent, 
(4) The But where was it, that our Lord found 
incom- Patience and (4) meeknes inough , to keepe 
preheoſi- him from rebuking that impure ſpirit; & from 
ble meek- creating anew hell of torments, into which 
nes of our he might haue bene precipitated, for defiring 
Lordle- to be adored, by on2 whome he ſuſpected, & 
us. ought rohaue known to be the ſonne of God? 
where did he tind it, or where could he find it 
but in his owne pretious hart, which 1s a pro- 
found Sea of loue, to all ſuch as will be capa- 
ble rherof; and of pitty and patience euen to 
x, Fer, x, fuchas hunt after nothing but his dithonour. 
For! whe afterward our Lord was reuiled, he 
anſwered not; and when he was curſed, he 
rayed for them, who caſt theyr curſes ypon 
bind And when now he was tempted, he did 
not ſo muchas turne againſt the deuill him- 
ſelfe; but ſtood only falt in his owne defence, 
againlt that Prince of the Rebellious Ange]ls; 
wo was ſtill following his old maxime , of 
belecuing that he was fit to be adored, & will 
neuerbe taught to chaunge it, euen by the ex- 
pericnce of thoſe paines of hell which he hath 
taſted already for fo many ages, and !sto doe 
| for a;] eternities. 
| I0 
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So ſpiritual], ſo ttiife, and ſo tough a 
finne 1s that of Pride , which as it will neuer 
be torſake by thoſe deuils, ſo al{o1s there none, 
to which the miſery ot man in this lite, is more 
obnoxious. The deuili knowing this (at the 
l-ait, as well as we) did reſcrue the Temptatzon 
of (© Honour, tor the laſt place; & he atew it, as (e) The. 
the moit daungerous, and deadly wounding **PP'arro 
arroyy out of his quiver, vvhervvitn he 1oped bees - a 
to falten , vpon the loule of Chriit our Lord. R 
Hertooke him therfore out of the deſert, and qu, 
carryed him to the pinnacle of the Tuplc, 
and placing him vpothe top therot, he would 
faine haue 1nduced him, to catt himſelf doyvyn 
through an intinuation of ſanctity, vyhich 
might be in him. For! ſaythhe) if thox be the 
ſonne of Ged,, thou nz.r1ſt ſafely doe 11 : for ir nwwru- 
ten, that he hath giuenbis Angells charge over thee; 
and that im their h.mds, they <hall be.re thee vp, leaſt 
perhaps thou &nocke thy foote ageint x ftoue. The 
dcinl} is no foole, or babe, but he knoyves, & 
It 15 molt true, rhat if any thing beable to ſhaxe 
a vertuous {oule, itis a Ter ptaizon of Pride, 8& 
an ambitio of Honour, tor the ſanctity which 
15 imparted to it , by ourLord God, becauſe 
through any yeilding to this Temp: ation , both 
that ſanity is loſt, & God vvith it. 

With hovyy peſtilent ſuccefle, hath he 
put thistricke vpon vyhole multitudes of me 
at ſeuerall tymes ;vvho at thoſe tymes vvere 
faythfuil ſeruants & Saints of God .. Bur this 
blaſt of vanity, did ſo yndermine their ſoutes, 
as that they tell doyyne, and rortcd, and did 
but 


Att, 4, 


_——— . 


140 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
4 bur ſerue to make a tire, vyherat the denill 
might yyarmehimfelte. But heer he mitt his 
marke ; andalthough be brought the ground 
| ot his Temptation of Chrilt our Lord, out of ho- 
ly Scripture, leyvdly applyed, (the only true 
| ſenſe yyherot the ſpirit of Chrilt our Lord did 
| knovv , & atter his Aſcention the holy Ghoſt 
| hath ſtill imparted it tothe holy Catholique 
| Church , yyhere the {pirit of God doth yet on- 
ly reſt, (and vvherby it is able to interprete 
truely , thatholy Scripture)yer our Lord yyas 
calily able to giue him ſuch an anſvvere out 
of the ſame Scripture , as made him depart 
vyvith ſhame inough. 


| 
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It is chewed how we are to carry our ſelues in the vſe of 
holy Scripture; and we are instrutted concer- 
nmng Lent; > we are incouraved towardes 
the vſe Pennance; and ſo this mySe- 
ry of the Tempration 7s concluded, 


C HH AP. 26. | 
B VT although our Lotd did yvhat he did 


vvith diuine vyiſedome, and that the ſame 
courſe may be taken, by the Dottours and Pa- 
ftours of his Church, to anſvvere, vvith holy 
Sciipture , to the obietions vyhich thall be 
brought out of Scripture, eyther by the deuill, 
or by nisſeruants; yet this courſe 1s not ſo fate, 
for cuery ignorantand ordinary man but ra- 
ther to remit himſelte to the beliefe and pra- 
cue ofthe holy Catholike Church;or at leaſt, 
£9 
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to the iudgiment of ſuch learned Prieſts as are 
nextat hand. And as tor dealing with the de- 
will himſelte, itis no point, eyther of wit or 
orace, to chop Logicke with him. And yve 
ſee that Luther got nothing by him, out of the 
arguments, which the Deuill pretended to 
bring out of holy Scr7pture, againit the Sacrifice Enith. de 
of the Maſe, tor heereupon did Luther, as him- ab A ts 
ſelte doth plainly conteile) impugne and de- ; ny 
teit that holy $acrzjice . Belides it is the divells ie 
cuitome (as it is alto of tis diſciples) to falſify 1 wem- 
the text, a$sS. Bernard notes him to haue done berge An- 
in this very place. For it fayth not, that rhe no 1553. 
Angells had charge ouer him to beare him vp, that he f9l- 223, 
might not kuocke his foote againſt 4 Stone ; bur that 4 =o | 
they mght keepe him, in all his wayes . Wherupon l Fl = - 
the Saintdoth ciajleng the deutl in theſe ce1- tra Plan, 
mes . Qurd malivne oc. 1hat ts that, O thou ma- Qui habis 
lene ſpirt, which he commarnded his Angells to doe? rat, 
It was, thatthey thould keepe him in all his 
wates. Doth be peraduenture ſay , In his precipi- 
ces? What kindof way was that , to hae caſt h144:- 
ſelfe downe , from thepinn.uclc of the Temnle © This w 
no way, but aruyre, or if it be away,u' is n9 way 
for Chrit our Lord, bit for thee . Thus faith Sins 
Bernard. 
Now in this manner of cyting Scrip- 
tures, the del} 1s bur roo faithtully imitared 
in his infidelity , and ſo hath he bene, by the wo j 
Seftartes of all ages. Waerupon Orgen fayth of 7 0 29 
the Hereriques of his tyme : As thedenill alledoed OP 
the Scriprures , ſo doth Marcion, Baſilides , and Va- — 
lontinus, alledge them . And then he giueth this 
ad- 
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# f $42 Of the loue of our Lord, 
| aduiſe . If at any tyme thou heere a man alleadge a 
teſtimony cut of Scripture , be ſure thou doe no; instat- 
ly approve, im thy made , what thou hearest him ſay, 
but firſt conſider, who 1: is that ſpeaks , and what his 
zudgment and belieſe 1s , leait elje he may counterfeit | 
hm{elfe to be that Sam! , wich hetsnat , and leaſt, ® 
(a) Take being infeited with the poyſon of (a) Hereſy,he lye hid- | 


heed of yo like ſome wolfe , in a sheeps cloathing ; yea leaſt 


cos; it be the deutll, who ſpeaketh tothee, of ont Scripture. 
tly foc- Now the ſame, which Orzgen faid of thoſe He- 


uerie may TCtiquEs of his ryme, 1s to be ſaid, withas much 
looke, ruth of many others, in this age of ours. And 
we arenether to belceue what they ſay therin, 

nor yet greatly to wonder at their boldnes & 

deccipt in this kind of proceeding, fince the 

deuill, whoſe cauſe they plead, did point the 

out toitſo long agoe. | 

The ſtudy thertore of holy Scripture, to 

the end ofanſwering and conluting the aduer- 

faries of God and his Church , mult chiefly be 

vied by them, who are called ro the office of 
inſtructing others; and for the preſent, we wil 

cotider whatelfe is taught vs heere, by Chiilt 

our Lord. Our Lord Ixsvs faited forty dayes; 

and although there haue been Saynts in the 
Chriſtian Church , who haue miraculouſly 

been enabled to proditce theyr falt into the 

ſame length, 'yet doth it not belong to vsto 

imitate the ſame , whoſe forces eyther of body |} 

or minde will not reach ſo far. But yet by 
thatexcefſe of our Lords faft, we are obliged 

to doe, what we can therin; without great 
preiudice to our health , which we ate bound 

[f © 
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to keep for his ſeruice. 
It will become vs to doe this, fo much 


the more, as(Þ) it js certaine that all this lite (b) Our 


. whole 
of ours, is neither more nor lefle, then a con- ;* 


tynuall ſubiction to Temptarron And euen in pid 
the caſe of C hritt our Lord himſclte, it 1s ſaid yon, 
of the Deuill, when he was confounded by 
the anſwere ot our B. Sauiour, that yet he de- 
parted nor (as one may ſay) tor good andall, 
bur only toratyme. And thertore Chrittians 
mult make account, that they are euer to ftand 
vpon tieir guard agaynſt him. For it the dan- 
ger be iti1] ar hand, it is agaynlt all reaſon, that 
we ſuffer the preventious and remedies to be 
farre ot. And itace our heauenly Maiſter, hath 
made ys with {o much loue, ſee what they are; 
we haue no more to doe, but to confider, and 
w orke after his example. CDiuns 

And though for as much as concerneth Heer. /. x, 
faſting we mult cuer be yiing it, atleaſt as farre con. loui, 
as weare bound by the ordination of the ho- © =D. 
ly Church , yeritſeemes that this action of our prong, = 
B. Lord, doth oblige vs, 10 a more particu- res) a 
Jar manner, to be exact and deuour, in the faſt ;,,,_ 
of Lent. For as much as{according to the tra- ſer. z4. D, 
dition of the Chyrci,, and the expreite declara- Ar.gepil. 
tion of the hoiy (1) Fathers)his taft in the wile 119. c. x5. 
dernes, by the ſpace of Foxrry dayes, did dedi- (2) Hier, 
cate, and ſanRity, andconſecrate, and auow, ©: 54: 44 
the faſt of Lent by diuine authoricy. And ſo al- on 
ſo in the (2) Fathers , there is aboundance of Oe Jo 
prooke ; that as the inſtitution of this fall, is re- viſe 7g1:4, 
comended to ys by the {ougraigne exainpic of Eyi/t. ad 

: Z Our Phiip, 


| 
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T 44, Of the Toue of our Lord, 

our B. Lord, ſo the precept therof, and the 
appointing of the ryme, with other cixcum- 
ſtances, was deriued downe to Chriſtians, by 
no leile then the Tradjtzon of the Apoſtles. 

But why thould a hart which is truly 
and nobly Chriſtian , need the ſpurre of a co- } 
mandeinent, to doe athing which redoun- 
deth fo expretly to the honour, and ought to 
be imbraced 1n imitation of ſuch a mercitull, & 
louing Lord? It mult ſuthce ys to know that 
he 1s gone betore vs, by the way of penance; 
& that, howſocuer his Law did not oblige 
vs tofollow him, yet his Loue would. A ge- 
nerous ſoule will not endure, to ſpend the 
daies and nights in dalliance, when ſuch a 
friend and benefactour, ſuch as omnipotent 
creatour, and bountitull redeemer, is keeping 
ſoltrict a watch , or rather is paſſing the very 
pikes, and entring the breach, and that not tor 
his owne, but for our gbdod. For, our good it 
was, vyhich Chriſt our Lord did ſceke, in all 
Our ignorances, VVYhich he tooke cate to In- 
ſtruR; in our miſeries, yyhich heapplyed him- 
ſelfe to remoue; and in our comforts vyhich 
heendeanoured to procure and increaſe . And 
if this haue appeared in the miſterics of his ho- 
ly Baptiſme, and Tempration it vvill doeſo no 
lefle, if notrather more, in that vvhich novy | 
thall preſent irſelſe , concerning the vocation {f 
of his 4poitles , 8 Dyſciples to his {eruice. 


of 
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of the grear Lone which our Lord Teſs's shewed 19 
mankaad inthe V ocation of his Apoiites. 


EH AP. 27 


T is not ſtrige that God thould they him- 

I ſelie like God; nor conſequently. that in all 
the actions of Chiilt our Lo:zd, who as main 
was Gods moſt exceilenr intiument) his fo- 
uera;gne power, and wiledome,and goodnes 
ſhould muck appeare. This is truein them all; 
& eſpecially ts ir ſo, in this cf the Vocarrd of his 

Apoſtles, wherin he doth aamirably Ceclare, 
quod diſponat omna ſuautier, > pertimgat 4 fire vſczag 
ad fine, foriiter. That he diſpojetb of allthimgs [rreeily, 
& yet reacheth , from oneend cotheo.herget h chaud 
of strengch. His (®) butines in this world , was 
to :edeeme it, by his pretious bloud; the me- 
ric wherot was to be applied tro mens floules by 
faith, and loue; and thar was to be rooted in 
them, bythe preaching of his define, & the 
adminiltracion of ſich Sacraments, as he came 
to inſtitute , in that Corrch which he mcant to 
plant. And becauſe himlelte was to returne to 
his Father, and the reconciiiition of man= 
kind to God, was to contynue in acting, till 
the end of the world; he refolued vpon orday- 
ning and ſending Ambaſſadovis into jt, tor 
that purpoſe, As Saint Paul affirmed atter- 
ward : Pro Chr:#to eres legattone funmmiiy (oe. 11% 
Aposiles and all Apo$tolicall men , ore Ambaſſadou;s 
ſent into the woild,by Chriſt our Lord, for the recon 
#ltation of it to God, K ins 
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146 Of the Lowe of ouy Lord, 

| The Hypoſtarcall Union, wherby the Di- 
uinity of the ſecond perſon of the B. Trmty 
was ynited to the humanity of Chriſt our 
Lord, gaue him power to doe what, and 
when he would. And he might haue called 
his Apoſtles either in his infancy, or atterward 
by only inuitible jinf{piration+;or els , as ſoone 
as he meant to appeaic in the office of tcach- 
ing. Bur to giue vs example how to carry our 
ſelucs in all our actions , and eſpecially 1n 
ſuch as concerne the glory of God, and the 
good of ſoules; he would notenter ypon this 
bulines, till himſelte had vitibly beene bapti- 
zed , and auowed by a voyce trom heauen, to 
be the welbeloned ſonne of God , in reward of that 
deepe humility, which he exerciſed by ſuch 
An act as that. Heallo ditierred, to call them 
initancly after he was baptized ; becauſe at the 
firit, they would not hauc been fit, to accom- 
pany him in ſuch aultciity, ashe refolued to 
endure, in the deſert. Whereby he alſo gaue 
vs a leſſon , both ro yſe prudence and charity, 
when we haue cauſe to ferue our ſeJues of 0- 
thers. He was neuer in any danger of being 
diſtracicd trem God , in any one moment of 
his lite ; neither yer was he in doubt, but that 
he thonld call his Apeſtles in fuch ſort,as would 
be moſt agieable ro the divine will ; but yet, 
beto:e he would vnderiake it, he reryred him- 
ſeife into a meuntaine aij alone . And that 
bleſſed foule, ſpent the wholenight in prayer, 
and Þ therby he gaue vs an example, ow in 
all things we were to haue recourſe tro God, 
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by that moſt holy exerciſe, as the means, Wher- 
by we might both get light tor our ynderſtan= 
ding ,and heate and ftrength, towards the ac- 
coplithing of his molt holy will, by the obe- 
dience of ours 

The ſame Lord God , who was the 
Creator of man , would needs al{o be liis Re- 
deemer. And for as much as he, had made him, 
& did well diſcerne all the windings and tur- 
nings of his ſoule;he was able with admirable 
facility, & telicity to guid him according to his 
nature. Wirh that skil he procceded in the Voca- 
ti of his Apotiles;ſome of whom he called by 
himſclte , and ſome were brought by others, 
whome {ormerly himſelic had called . Some 
hedrew to him, by thetorce of ſome thoit & 
fingleſpeach ;and others, by diſcourſe, or dia- 
logue, of greater length. And of S. Peeteritis 
ſaid, in holy Scripture, that when S. Andrew 
had brought him to our Lotd, he lovked vporr 


him, which is not {aid of any other. Intuztus Toan, t; 
« bo 


autem etm leſw, dixtt , Tu &s Simon, filjus lone, 
tuvocaberts Cephas, quod mterpretatur Petrus. Thou 
art Symon the ſouneof 1onas, thou sh.1t be c.illed Ce 


phas , which 1s , by anterpretation Peter . Which Ibid, 


word in Smacke (and that was the language 
with our Lord did ſpexke, and the only lan- 
guage with S. Peter vnderſtood at that tyme) 
doth ſignify aſwel a Rocke as the name of a ma. 
And the word Intwrus ft, doth implye that 
our Lord did enuiſage, and looke in earneſt 
manner, ypon his face, Which I hope we thall 
not thinke, but co 1aue bene, both done and 
K 2 fayd, 
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148 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
ſayd , ypon ſome reaſon of great miſtery , eſ- 
pecially tince we ſee, that he beſpeakes him 
tor the office of being a Rocke, wherupon next 
to himſelt, he would build his Church. In co- 
formity of which dinine purpoſe he atfoa1ded 
him many moit particular tauours ; he cured his 
(x Luc. 4. mother (1 11m law, mhis houſe;he (2) would needs 
(z) 1c. 5, teach men ow of bis sh1p; and (to omitthoſe paila- 
(3;3att. pesot holy Scripture, whetby (3) he inuelted 
_G, him with that higheſt dignity in his Church, 
a. expreſle rexmes) he (4) tercht a miraculous 
(4) Mate. - 4 : 

tribure, out of the fighes belly , whach he paid, not only 


4 for himſelfe, but tor S. Peer allo, as tor the here 
of his houſe. 

It had bene eaſy for him, to haue im- 

loyed Angells in that miniſtery, ro which he 

youchſated to depute S. Peter, & the relt of the 

Ap Apoltles;bur the (©{weetnes of his prouidece, 

prouidea did exact, that men, thould gouerne men. 


ce of our " The Angells who were impeccable, would 
Lord, neuer haue bene {ſo attractiue of tinners to pe- 
nance ;for we ſhould haue teared to approach 

to ſuch humility & purity as theirs , with ſuch 

frailty , and pride as ours. But our Lord was 
pleaſed ro gouerne ys by men, who were ob- 

noXx10us to our infirmities. Thatſo,by the ex- 

Yerience of what had paſted in their ovyne 

Foules , they might haue the more compaſiion 

of ours; and ſo we miolit alto vyitl. the more 
probability of tucceile, a'p: : to the practiſe 

of vertue. And they, in the m-anc tyme, Were 

to abſolve ys, not only tar once, ortoran 
Inindicd or a thouſand ty mes;but toras often, 


' 
| 
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as we ſhould finne, if we grew afterward to 
be indeed truly penitent. 
But yer, at lealt, ſince he would needs 
diſpatch the great buſines of gayning ſoules, 
by the meanes of mortall creatures, a man 
would haue thought ( according to all dita- 
men of humaine reaſon ' that he thould haue 
choſen, the molt worthy, and well qualitied 
erſons aliue. Either for nobility and power, 
out of the Citty of Rome, which was the Em- 
preſſe of the world; or out of the Prouinces 
ot Greece, which wasthe Seminary of all mo- 
rality and learning; or out of the citty of Hze- 
r4ſalem, which the opinion of ſanctiry, & the 
maielty of Religious rites, dideaſily outltrip 
all other places. But.*)he, who atterward did (q) Why 
condemne the pride, & pleaſure of the world, our Lord 
ypon the Crofle ; had before, in the choice of Made not 
his Apoltles, both confounded all diſcourle of corey of 
fleth and bloud ; and withall, he tooke care the novle, 
ys Wig wile,Or 
to magnity the attributes wherotf I ſpake be- |... 
fore, ot his power , his wiſedome, and his goedncie men of 
By chooſing 'as S. Paul arhrmeth 'the meane things the world 
of theiworld , to conforind the noble ; the weake, to c@- for con- 
found the ſtrong; and the things which ſcarſe were verſion 
thought tohaue any ſubſtance, or bemg ac all,is con- therof, 
found other things which ſeemed, as it were, to © <1. 
beard and braue the vyorld. 
It is true , that he admitted of ſome few 
learned men for his Diſciples, as G.amzbel, and 
Nauthanael. And of ſome tevy,vvho vvere rich, 
and noble, as Lazarw , Nicodemus, and !0{eph of 
drimathia ; tharſo he might not ſeeme , ro a1t- 
K 2 datnc 
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150 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
daine nobility, and learning; bur yet his A- 
poltles in a manner, vvere all, obſcure, and 
poore, valcarned men . Both becauſe ſuch | 
perſons arc yyont to goe more vYviilingly at- 
ter the call of Gods holy inſpirations; and 
partly alſo, yea and chictely, to make the 
vyorld coteile, that vyhen it ſhould ſee vvhole 
Prouinces ſubdued to the faith of Chriſt our 
Lord , by the preaching of his doctrine, out ot 
ſuch ignorat mouthes as theirs vvere knovvne 
to be; it might be obligedto impure the ſame | 
to no other cauſe, but the omnipoter povyver, | 
of Gol the Father , the infinite vviſedome of | 
God the {onne, vyho is Chrilt our Lord, and 
the incxhauſted goodnes of God, the holy 
Gholt, vyhich was able to doe ſuch vyon- 
7e) How ders, by ſuch weake inſtruments. =, 
Moyſes, io | Novv that (©) vyhich yvas heere fuſhl- 
ſome re(- 1ed, in the per{on ofthe rude Apoltles, ynder 
pet, was the layy of grace ; vvas punctually prefigured 
an extrat vnder theyvriten lavy, in the perſon of Moy- 
ot the A= ſes, vvho vyas bur a theepheard, and a ſtam- 
po5fier  merer, and ſo could haue no grace, or guift 
mo ſpeech. Bur, Virtus Dej in infirmitate perſicitur, 
The ſtrength au power of God as perfected and pro- 
clay;zed tn the weakenesof m.m. And Moyſes,could 
notbe ſo vntovyvrard, either in fortune, or na- | 
ture, forthe buttines whichGod imployed him | 
in; but the ſame God, could, yvith eaſe, doe 
thoſe wodertull chings, by his meanes, which 
he dufigned, for the deliuery of his people, 
from 7c feruirude of Pharao. And this he 
wrougitatteryvard in a more admirable ma- 
ner 
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ner , by the miniltery of h1s poore Apoſtles, 
in freing ſoules from the tyranny ot the ſpiri- 
tuall Pharao, which 1s the deuill. 

The rebellious Angells, and our fraile 
forefarher Adam , were grounded at the firſt, 
in great priuiledges both of grace, and nature; 
but through difobedienceand pride, they all 
fell headlong downe. The Angells ro hell, & 
Adaminto a - Sk darke hole, tull of intirmi- 
ty, and worldly care . But the Apoſtles, had 
their toundarion , and tirlt beginning in po- 
uerty, ignorance, and {implicity ; and in fine, 
in a being nothing of themſelues. And now, 
as the pride of the tormer, was abaſed; ſo the 
humility of theſe latter (as we ſhall ſec in the 
Chapter following) was exalted by the holy 
and mighty hand of God; whoſe name be e- 
uer bleiſed, forthe glory which he giues him 
ſelte, by his owne goodnes. | 


The mcomparable Lone wherwuth our Lord wſtantly 
rewarded the ſpeedy obedience of the Apoſtles. 


CHAP... 28. 


oy cn men as theſe they were, whome 
our Lord deſigned to the Apoſtolate;, which 
yet was the molt excellent, and moſt eminent 
oftice, in the Church of God. And he vouch- 
ſafed ro inuite them, with ſuch ſtrength , as 
well as with ſuch tendernes of loue, that they 
came when they werecalled. They did itin- 
Rantly , and cheertully, and abſolutely. $.1 
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I52 Of the Loue of our Lord, 

" Blarcs 3, Peier and S, Andrew , were caſting their netts 
into the Sea, and immediatly vpon the fight, 
and vovce of our Lord leſus, who bad them 

Watthyg,, 2 airs jollpw bin ; they wear , and left their 
nets, in rhe act of tier falling into the water; 
without [ſaying fo long, as might ſerve to 

draw them vp againe. And much lIcile did 

they aclay, till they ſaw what draught tncy |; 

might chaunce to haus, S. Iobn ana S. Limes, 

were in the act of m2nding theirnetts;and v- 

pon the yery firſt fight, and hearing of the 

voyc? of Chriit our Loxd,, who called them 
to him, tacy did not fo much as faſten one 
ſtitch, or tye one knot; bur immedaatly they 
put themſelues ypon tollowing him. Leauing 
not only their netts, but abandoning even 
their very father, through the detire they had 
to comply, at fuil ſpeed, with the infpi:ation 
of God ; which ſpalie more lowdly to their ; 
harcs, then the voyce of Chriſt our Lord as 
man, had done to their cares of fleſh, and 
bloud. 

A 1:t. 9, S. Matthew (as 1s touched, both before, 

(2) The andatrerwardwas in the ®) Catiome houle, 

admira- inthe miditof a world of reckonings & ac- 

ble c9n- counts ; he was in the very act of tinning ; the 

x; company which he was in would not faile to 

— encourage him in doing 111; but yer our Lord 

-”. had no ſooner bid him tollow him,but he Jeir 

all, atthe very inſtant, without 1o much as 

ſaluting his friends; yea this he did , wich ſuch 
exccle of ioy, as that, to ſhew the comfort 
ot iS hart, hefealted his new Lord and mai- 

{lier 
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ſter. The world istull of men vwwho can wiite 
and read ; but there ate nor {o very many, 
who alt account ſo well, as this B. Apotile 
knew how to doe. Preterring Gcd betcre the 
Ww orld, and the rrea{ures of divine grace, be- 
fore the corruptible ziches of this lite ; and 
lending ſuch a watchtrli, and hftning care to 
the in{pirations of almighty God); in the obe- 
diznce wherof, it was, but tor our Lo: to 
call, and him to come. 
But neither he, nor thoſ otkers, were 
in danger ct. Þ loolfing any thing, by obzv- (b) Men 
Ng Lic VOY cc of Chritt ur Lo: d. 5 ovyvhom, arc tar tr6 
itt HOUGH, tor the tryall cf their Joue, and for looting 
I DY £1uy 
the incicaic of their merit, he made no pro- r 
miſe at all, vyhen he cailed the, ' bur only to a oh 
thoſe fichers, 1'.: nlgtror m.:he e them ſj he, s of : 
men) yer atteryvards, he made them knovy 
tatticy had to woe vyith aliberall God: ps 
tor as much as they had left their lirtle como- 
dities to folloyy 1um, vv2o teemed to haue ,, ax, 
J2!e; and rorthacthiey had ſo generoully con- SY 
temned thecare of friends and goods , tor his kb 
vent, and 11 regard that they had put them- favour 
ſelues inftant];, and franckly vpon his ſeruice, wich our 
(Vvitiout azking any day , or dcitring to be Lerd e- 


a'lurecd of a; ly codition) he vvas quickly plea- ial 31PAT- 
ſed to thevy the very boy vells of nix mercy to- 7," A his 
Ap-ttles, 


vyaids them . They v vere opened berore, bur ;, regard 

then d:d ſe let themſee, hovy he hal lodged tary 

them ail,tnenn. For ,<;hc admitted chem 1n- had lete 

fantly , iato his ovyne diuine cone rfation; wer jure 

he 1 111! ikrucied C1CNt by Iii Reaugn:y aoctiin2; All for 
He him, 
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- T54 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
He gaue them a dominion ouer deuills, that 
they mightexpell them our of the bodies of 
men. He madethem knoyv, that he vyould 
leaue them Ambaſſadours, in his place be- 
tyvenc God and the yvorld. That they thould 
haue povver, to offer, conſecrate,and conſummate 
bis owne pre:zous body and bloud. And to remit or 
retaine the finnes of men , according to that ſpirit 
of yviſedome, and the authority vvyhich he 
yvould impartto them, torthat purpoſe. And 
thatſo, they mult grow to be Treaſurers of 
eternall riches; and adminiitrators of all his 
diuine Sacraments; & Doctours of the vyhole 
vyorld . And they being lo traile, and imper- 
fe men as vve haue ſheyved before , he aſſu- 
med them, to a kind of participation of his 
ovync Empire, ouer heauen andearth; and 

. roa ſpirituall kind of principality aboue all 
the Monarks ofthe yyorld. And that vyhich 
moreimporteth then all this, he declared, that 
they shon'd fit, together with himuſelfe ypon his throne, 
and atthe day of Iudgement , give ſentence vpon the 
Twelue Tribes of Iſraeil, vwyherby the yvhole 
vyorld is deligncd. 

eHow So (1) that heere yve haue meanes to 

infinitely ſee, at hoyy high a rate that mony is put out 

we gavne, to vie, vyhich yve preſent tro God . I meane, 

- = vyhat infinite gaine 1s rayſed, by making a 

' deed of guift of the miſerable litle thing which 
vve haue, and are, tothatimmenſe goodnes of 
his . By hearkning with a diligent & faithtull 
hart, to his holy inſpirations, vyherby he 

| vyoes Vs to become his; that 1n exchange, he 

may 


© 


—__— rs. ee Aeon _ as 
CO IE t Anon EPIRen ns > WIS <> = ine. Aa. oe. 


IP IIs SA rs rw 


end Samour Teſus Chriſt. 155 
may be ours. Itis true that he detires to haue 
all, or none , and he hath reaſon .. For it this 
ſoule of ours { with being ſo pooze a thing as 
it is \ be yet ot ſuch capacity, as that noihing 
which 1s leflc then God himſclle, can content 
and fill it; whata brutith thought , would it 
be in vs toconceaue ; That our God n1mlchte, 
could be contented to inioy but a part of vs, 
who arethings of nothing; and who were all 
created by him ; and who are his, and only his 
by ſo many tyrtles, that hell it ſelle is a punith- 
ment, which comes not home to the crime, of 
our diuiding the ſoule, betwene him, & crea- 
tures. He being the ſotcand ſupreme rrurth;& 
all (©) creatures, no better then a pure & per- 
fect lye; in whatſocuer they ſay | 


(e) All 
that kich 
cy alc, Or COPCFI- 


would ſeeme to be, otherwiſe then as they neth crea- 
yield obedience to the qjuine Maielty. S. 4u- tures is a 
guſtme dorh excellently exprefle this particu- meer Ive, 


\ henſoe- 


lar, when (reverſing the wandring Reps of his 4 
- i u-r it CtI- 


11] governed youth , in the way of conteſhon 
Fg -# - ; . . obeyeth 
to almighty God) he delmereth himſelfe in $4 x 
thismanner. Thos art ſupreme truth , who preſt- (ra eg 
det over all things. Loath I was to l;oſe thee ;, but, y« from 
throweh my conctouſnes , I defircd ropoſſeſſe a Ive to- him, 
gether with thee. This was the reaſon why 1 lo thee, Conf-[. 45, 
becauſe thou drjd amt to be emoyed , in the company of $94 64P. 33 
alye. 
The Apoſtles therfore when they were 
called did inſtantly, and wholly give them- 
ſeluies away, with all they had. And though 
the _ which they left, were nota matrer, 
in themſelues, of any moment ; yet they 
were 
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T156 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
wereeſteemed ro haue giuen much , becauſe 
thoſe happy men, reſerued nothing to them- 
ſelues. And with the fame affection, through 
which they had Jett that little, they were as 
ready to hae lett a thouſand worlds, tor the 
loue of Clit our Lord, And S. Peter, after- 
ward, was not aftaid, to put our Lordin 
mind therof ; by theſe words, of his innocer, 
and confident, ardent, tender loue. Beho#ld, 
wehaue leſt all things, and followed thee , what ther- 
fore wilt thou doe for vs ? He ſaid nor, thathe had 
left his netts, or his houſe, or his boate, or this, 
or that; but abſolutely, that he hadleft all things, 
And t\our Lord a th him this an{were, with 
no lefſe then the bounty of a God: Amen, Amen 


liberality &c. (which declareth a moſt ſerious athrma- 


of our 


tion orvroteſtation \ Tos who have folluwed me, 


Lord le- 5.11! fit vpo thrones, at the reſurrection of the 115, & 


{UsS, 


you $hall wdge the twelue tribes of Ifraell . And who- 
ſoener 5hallh.cucleft rs Eather, or wother, or brother, 
or ſitter, or houſe, or Lund . for my names ſake, shall 
hime a hundred fold im this world , and afterward, 
Shall poſſeſſe eternalllfe, 

Yealo liberall is our Lord Ixsys, as to 
reward with no lefle then heauen , tor cucry 
inſtant of thattyme, which we diſpoſe our 
ſelues ro imploy vypon hisſeruice, And yet his 
excellency 1s ſuch, as that, euen the» 4,00- 
ly, doing him any little ſeruice, 15 01 to great 
happines, toa fairhtull ſoule; as that it, alone, 
1 an ou2r-pay foral the paines that can be ta- 
ken in this lite . Bur to thew that our Lordis 


ſcarce able io diflerre the reCOMPCnCe of ſuch 
as 


F 
. 
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and Sautwny leſus Chrift, 157 
as follow him, with a ready will; we thall 
ſee.in the next Chapter, how he takes ſore of 
them, asit were, into the 10yes of heauen, be- : 
forc their tyme. And he, whos) would not (8) Note 
haue them preſent, when he was tempted , & _— 
ſolitary, and in act of penance, becauic per- je == 
haps they were not ſo able to tecd fo loone, Crit 
vpon ſuch crofſes, or hard cruits as thoſe, did our Lord: 
yet reſoJuc that he would not haue ſome of 
them abſent, when he was to be Travsfigured 
ypon the hill. But that, in recompence of 
their beginning to doe him ſeruice, & for the 
ſtrengtaning of their Fazth, and Hope, and Love 
in the procelle of it, they ſhould ralt a dropp 
ot that glory, wherwith they vere to be ine- 
briared in heauen. 


Of the exceſaruc Lonemwhich our Lord Teſus <hewed ta 
mn an the m:iery of the Transhguration. 


CHAF. 29. 


H x Temptation, and Trans1gur.1tzon of Out 
4s LordlIesvs, arc hucly inltances of hovy 
hard things he delired to {ujjer, and how ex-(az True 
ecilont things he defired to doe for vs; winch love defi- 
I\\\ tlie moſt COVTaVne rokets I of true Fes, not 
Joue. We bane already contidered of his Tomp- Oe to 
tation, and now this Muyttery of his Tm fourd- hs 6M 
ton 1s thus related, in the facred text © ih on7 AA p-- 
Lord tooke Saint Peter, S. Iames, C'S. lohn, fe band 
10 the top of 4 hizh , and jolrrry mouitingne , to the hinges, 
£1d Viet; 17: 


_ 
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158 Of the Loueof our Lord, | 
(by The endrthat hemight pray; Thar whilithe(®\ was praying 
manner heyg/e.v io be transfigured before them . That his f.uce 
| cf che a shine bike the ſunne : That his garments were as 
, c m whi:c as ſnow . That Moyles aud Elyas appearcd 
| S tour #1jo, and were ſpeaking with bim; Thar their diſcourſe 
Kaed was of that exceſſe of lone , whith he would shew in 
leſiss the pallion, through which , he was ro paſſe in Hie- 
rulalem; That S Peter was ſo rapt 14h toy, as to ) 
ſay : Thatir was good being there; and to bez of 
our Lord that there , they might haue Sill remayned; ) 


but that bejore he had ended his ſpeach, a bright cloud 
came downe , which oncr<hadowed them , and this 
Poyce was thundred ont from thence, This1s my be- 
loued ſonne, in whome 1 am well pleaſed, 
hearc him . 1pou the noyſe of this voyce , the Diſci-" |f 
ples fell proſtrate ypotherr faces as being much a frayd;, 
but our Lord leſus drew neere , and touched them & 
faid withall, riſe vp, and doe not feare ; and when 
theylookgd vp , they ſaw none but only Teſus. And 45 | 
they were going downe the hill , he comaunded then; 
not roſpeake of that viſion , till he 5havld be riſen from 
the dead. | 
Thisglorious miracle did thine in the | 
exteriourof our Lord fo yehemetly, asto ſend | 
the beames therof, to his Diſciples; bur it vvas 
the flame of lous, which{burning fo hot in his | 
divine hart ) did breake out much more ypon 
them; that ſo their ſoules, and ours by theirs | 
mighr be ſer on fyre. He had then lately, been | 
relling them, of hisp4ſtou which was to come; 
That he was to endure , many , and grieuous things; 
That he was to be condemmed by the high Prieſts, That 


he was to ſufſer death, and thento riſe, He had = | 
TQEL 
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ther ſaid, that for they good they muſt be 1attatonurs 
of him; and that , ho:yſoener the way of the Crolle 
might full out robe bard, and Stony ; yet there was no 
remedy , but they muſt runne at throuoh. And now, 
lealt their mindes might haue bene oppreſied 
| with ino:dinate griete; orelfe ailaulted after= 
ward with ynbelicte; or, at leaſt, diſcouraged 
by the dithculties of this life, which he knew 
> mwastoprouelo paintull to them, for the ſer- 
uice of God ; his (©) hart of loue could no lon- ()A par- 
| ger hould,trom expreſſing irſelte rowards the, ticular 
in ſome ſuch kind, 2s might, not only ftreng- reaſon 
then them againſt all tcare , of future harme; # Y Pa. 
but might ſolace them alto,in aboundant ma- A 436 
ner, both with the preſent ſcnſe of exceſſiue jransfiou- 
} 10y, and an infallible expectation , of muchred betore 
more to follow afterward. And when he had ſome of 
conucyed the notice of his paſron, like a bitter Þis Apoſts 
doſe of pills into their mindes; he did like a care- 1&*% 
| full Phifivian, put a ſpoontull of Conſeue at- 
ter it, into their mouth eg; leaſt otherwiſe they 
might chance, to haue caſt their Phzſicke. 
As generally i holy Scripture , fo patr- 
| ticularly, in thismiſtery of the Transiguration, 
| andof the toy which was communicated to : 
the Diſciples, by meanes therof, the expreſſios (0) This 
\ __euenotthings which are very great, are yet _— 
very poſi:itic and playne, as I iha!l alfo ſhew ,,, . (al 
({ elſewhere. And Savnrt Peter only ſ:id, Bovum expreſbs 
| eſt nos hic «ſje. It 75gecd for ys 10 be hecre. But: © of wy, 
though this may ſecme to be but a leane bur inded 
and hungry kind of figniftication of has It Vas 
toy , for hs hauing beene made patticipant VEY greats 
of acd V1 Ty » 
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160 Of the Lowe of onr Lord, 
of that high viſion; yet indeed , it yyas 
ſuch a one, as could not well be more endea- 
red . To haue ſaid, that it had beene better, to 
be in the top of that high mountaine, with 
Chrit our Lord, then to have bene in the 
| midit of all che rieaſures, and pleaſures of the | 
world below; had bene to allow akind of 
goodaes to theſe other things; though interi- 
riour,to that, which there he felt. For to ſay 
that one thing 15 better then another, doth 
leaue a powe: in that other thing to be good. 
But by only ſaying that this was good, it ra- 
ther ſcemes to follow , that whatſocuer vyas 
lower and leffe then this, would not be good. 
S. Peter was heere , in a kind of midle Region 
of the ayre, betewne ordinary grace below, & 
glory aboue. And as he could notſay, that his | 
then preſent condition, was any more then | 
good,in regard that nothing of this life was ſo | 
good, orindeed, that it was abſolutely good 
atall, ſo neither could he ſay, that it was an 
more then good In regatd of the ioyes as! 
are felt in heaucn. And thettore he ſaid nor, 
that it was a ſoucraigne, oran infinite good, 
which is only enioyed in that next life, by the 
Exod. 33, fight of God. That tight, 1s that Omne bonum, 
which waspromiſed, by our Lord God, that 
he would thew hisſeruant Moyſes in heauen. 
This other, 1s that bonum , which nov was 
ſthewed to his Apoſtles hezre on earth. 
Bur though it were but bonum,in com- | 
pariſon ofthat infinite good, yet if this (ſuch | 
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as 1t vvas ) had bene fer by the vyhols Foun 
PM 


and Sauour Teſus Chrif. 161 
of worldly pleaſures, they would all, haue 
ſtreighr appeared, to be but durt, and trath; 
and this, would haue thined like a ſecond hca- 
ven of glory, in compariſon of them. We 
mult therfore be farre from thinking meanely 
of it; but rather we are to call our wits about (e) What 
vs, and to argue thus. If ſome (©) influence or wonders 
vilitation of the holy Ghoit, whilit it doth but the holy 
ſip into the ſoule of man, be able tro comtoit ghott 
him, when he was laid, thourh ncuer ſo low 9919 , 
in the bed of diſtreſſe, and deſolation. 1t ſome rig 
extraordinary communication of Gods Spirit, —_ 
can elcuate the ſoule, not only aboue all other 
creatuies, but euen aboue it 1elfe ; to, asnot 
only to diſguſt it, and that for cuer, from all 
humane hopes or feares; but to make it halte 
forget, that there is any other thing but God. 
If ſom? true Rewelatzon , or diuine imaginary 
viſion; ({uch as our Lord doth ſomerymes co= 
municateto hisfriends & fauorites in this lite) 
when,and why it pleafeth him as we tind re- 
corded in theirliues ) doth ſomerymes ſo ine= 
briate, and fixe, and transfo1me the into hims 
as they may rather be ſaid ro frrym and bath 
at eaſe, in a ſea of comfort, then to tranell, and 
trudge by land, in adeſert full of difficulties & 
dittrefle , what ctfect thall we thinke this viſion 
of vifions did worke in the mind of the B. Apost= 
les? Who ſaw not whatthey ſaw, by imagina- 
rion only; but they had, before the eyes, both | 
of their body and minde, the humanity of 
Chirift our Lord, all in glory , with Moy- 
ſe: and Elias, doing him homage , in the name 
Fs | L. of 
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362 Of the Lone of onty Loed, | 
ot both thoſe worlds, which liued eythes ' 
ynder the law of nature, or the written law. | 


The incomparable toy which the Apoiilestooke through 
the loue which our Lord Ielus hewed them in his 
Transfiguration: 4nd hawhimſclſe was con- 
tent to want the glory of it , both before, 
and after, for the love of them. 


CHAP. 30. 


H x ſunne doth fall farre ſhort, to ex- 

(«) The prefle the beautcous brightnes of his face; 
beouty of for if (3) any one of the gloritied bodies, thall 
n!! glori- be as bright as1is the ſunne, then 1s it certain 
fied bo® that ifall the ſtarres m heaue thould be ſoma- 
dics, ny ſcueral ſins, they would al be but as mud, 
or inke, in copariſon of the ſpledourof Chriſt 
our Lord;& of what brightnes then, muſt his 
face have been? Hu garmets were ſaid ro haue byn 4s 
white as ſnow, 8 that no dyer ypon earth was able to 
arrive to ſuch a height of whitenes . To thew, that 
both art and nature, may haue ſome little reſ{e- 
blance, bur are able to carry no tull propor- 
tion with things of the other world. They 
were oucrſhadowed with a cloud, but euen 
| that very cloud was bright . For as the brightnes 
of this world is indeed bur a kind of light-co- 
Joured blacke ; ſo that , which in the other, is 
leaſt bright, doth infinitely exceed whatloe= 
uer we can heere conceaue, to be ſo, moſt. At 
the thundring of that voyce , they were indeed, 
ſtrucken with teare, yet we may fately ag 
ine/ 


Ibid. 
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they were more afrayd , then hurt . And 'Þ) how- (b) They 
ſocuer tor the tyme, the high Maielty of the are happy 
mittery, did ouerwhelme them ; yer wirhall, 3nd glori- 


| > ous frigh- 
ir {trucke ſuch a deepe roote of moſt reuerent we, uh b 


admiring loue into their harts, as they neuer grow vps 
knew how toforget. AndS. Peterand $.lohn, fue, y. 
could not faile in theirſeuerall Eprites, to pro- pon ſuch 
duce the Record of this Tr.nsfiguration of our ſuperna- 
Lord, vpon the holy hill, as a principall eui- turall oc+ 
dence of his glory, and their1oy. | — 
I, imagine this terrour of theirs to haue ***** # 
| bene refembled in ſome ſort , by that Itate of 
| mind, which the divine S Anguſtime had found 
in himſelfe (though incompazrably atter an in- 
| feriour manner ) when he ſpake theſe wordes; 
; Quid eft hoc quod interluctt mihn , & percuttt cor ment Confef. l. 
ſine leſione ? & inhorreſco ,& inardeſco . Inhorreſco ** Ps» 92 
| mn quantum diſumily tur ſum; & inardeſco in quanti 
ſfunulis 13 ſum. What that, o Lord, which ſo brightly 
Shootes im vpon me, and which ſtrikes my hart throgph, 
without hurtmg at ? And 1 tremble with horrour, and 
Jet I burne with loxe . 1 tremble , for as much as 1 am 
pnkke thee; and for as much, as1 am like thee, IT 
burne with love . So did the Apoltles tremble. 


a, : —— —_Y wy hk 1.5 ww 


; and fo,and much more then {o,did rhey burne 
, with joue , m—__ the fire wherwith our 
them firlt. 


> | Lord hadinflame 
© PF Bur the ſame lone which wrought yps 
them in this miſtery , by way of heare; might 
' | alfo worke ypon themin that exraticall joy 
which they recetued therby , by way of light, 
| to make the ſee of how ſublime glory he was 
content te deprive his ſacred humanity for 
_ L 2 loue 
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1 64. Of the Loue of our Lord, | 
loue of them ; both trom his holy Narrurty, till 
that tyme, and from that tyme, yntill his | 
death. For the ſuperiour part ct his happy 
ſoule, from the very f(t inſtant of his con- 
ception, and cuen in the bottome of his bit- 
tereſt paſon, did continually, and as certaine- 
() Our lycnioy the (<) Beatzficall vifion of God, as now 
Lord Te- jtdoth, atthe right hand ot his Father. So al- 
—__ ſo, diditin Iuſtice, belong to hisſacred fleth 
"|| in. «-2-00e eee 
duedwith 214 bloud, to inioy al the priuiſedges of a glo- 
the Beau. Tified body, as Clarity, Immortality, Subtulity, and 
tificall yi- Impaſtbility . And becaule theſe indowments 
ſion, were incompatible with thoſe dolours and 
death , which he deſigned, through the ex- 
celie of his loue , to ſuffer for our more co- 
pious Redemption; he did therefore ſuſpend 
thoſe influences of glory, ypon his humanity. 
So, that the miracle talls out to be, not ro find 
him thus, for a ſhort tyme, tr.cnsfigured towards 
| glory, ypon that holy hill; bur to find him, 
in this yalley of miſery throughout all thoſe 
three and thirty yeares of his lite transfigurcd, 
towards humility , and contcmpr, and paine; 
him I ſay who ought in right, to haue regor- 
ged in complete glory. 

The inferjour part of his ſoule (that js 
to ſay the ſenſitive appetite therot) ought alſo 
to haue bene glorious intirely, and at all the 
inſtants of his morialllite . And yet for loue of 
vs, he ſoſpended alſo the glo-y dueto that; to 
the c:i:{thatin his Jouc i:c might hane the lar- 
ger leaue to ſuffer for vs. And that he might 
teele, allthoſc ailliftios of mind tor our ow 

All 
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& for the propitiation of our ſinnes ; and for 
the purchaſe of grace from God which we tind 
him to haue endured, throughout the reſt of 
all his ſaddayes, and nights, and particularly 
to haue colt him once ſo decre, as to haue 
made him pay a {weate of bloud. Yea and for 
as much as concernes this feeling part of his 
ſoule, we are not ſo very certaine, that it was | 
not ſuſpended in him, euen for this ſhort time prog. 
ot his trasfiguration. Nor was it neceſlary that it @ pes = | 
ſhould feele the fame toy, or thoſe reaſons, v- ,F ha 
pon which his body was trasfigured. But of this glory the 
we{®are ſure, thateuen then, his ſpeach was of loue of 
the paſton , & he was in contemplation of the our Lord + 
cauſes, why it was to be indured;8& that might carried 
wel affect his mind with great ſenſe of gricte, 19 p 
Nay euen that very glory , which his jf*5-.2 
"page ' his paſs 
B. body mightthe enioy, may rather, in ſome yh Voy- 
reſpects, go foraſurcharge to him of miſery, fes and 
then forany acceflc of felicity. For that eaſe in Elias. 
ſuffering diſgrace, and difficulties, which it (©) The 
he had would, he might haue gotten (as a man &"* fe 
may ſay)by the long contynued practice ther- _ Fole 
of ; was now remoned, by this glimſe, and ,q,..-q 
taltof glory. And he (e) was after it, to be- ug 
ginnethe ſamelei[on of feeling griefe againe; needs be 
as it he had neuer learnt it betore . And ita the more 
Prince, falling into extreme calamity, would paynfull 
feele it incomparably the more, through 2 Mm, 


| thatriches and abundance , wherin he had i;- {9 his 


ued ull then : how much more painful] ro cur cle oy 
Lord muſt thoſe aftlitions and perſecutions gjory, 
needs be, which came to him after his transfi- 15008 be- 
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£ | 166 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
| guration, then it the Transfionration had neuer 
| bene? Sothat, vypon all thcf: reaſons, and by 
all theſe meanes, he doth admirably exprefle | 
| 
| 


- wm—_ 


his tender Joueto vs, for as much as he would 
not only live ſo long withour that glory, 
which was his due, but mo:eoucr becauſe whe 
he would emioy it, yet he would doe it but 
for ſo ſhort atyme;z& againc becauſe he ſought 
our 10y & comfort, and not his owne thenn. 
Nay for as much as concerned himſelfe , his 
then future paineand ſcorne, was perhaps to 
be felt by him with a quicker ſenſe, then if 
neuer he had admitted of thar glory, and ioy. 


The moſt excellent inſtruftions which our Lord, 
through bu love did grue to man, m this mj- 
ſtery of the Transfiguration. 


CHIP. 3r. 


F Should enlarge my ſelfe too much , if I 
would particulzrize and preſle thoſe inſtru- 
ftions, which our Lord did; giue to all his dif- 
ciples both liuing then, and ſucceeding after- 
ward, in that ſilent ſermon of his Transforra- 
tron ; and we haue reaſon to take them all, as ſo 
many tokens of his tender]oue to vs. But be- 
cauſe they may ſeemeſo, rather by inference 
and refleion, then by way of lineall and di- 
rect expreſſion, I will content my ſelfe briet- 
 Ipropointthem our. | 
In the firſt place we are told, that he aſ- 
ſumed thoſe holy and happy diſciples of his, vp 
the 
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the hill; and therby we are taught, that we can- 
notclymbe, but when hetakes vs by the hand. 
By telling vs alto that he would not be transi- 
gured before them, but ypon the hill;he tells vs, 
that vnleſle the aſpire towards ( Perfection, (a) No fo- 
we mult content our ſelues, without talting lide and 
the delicious fruites of Conteplation. Againe we ſublime 
are heere expretly told, that Chriſt our Lord $%% in 
. : God with 
went yp 10pray;and that whilit he was in prayer, 
this rapt of Transfiguration came vypon him. So ttudy 
that, as it was by prayer, and couerſation with gf perfe- 
God , that Moyſes came downe from the hill &ion, 
with ſuch a deale of light in his face; by prayer 
alſo itis, that we may receaue innumerable 
graces; and may grow to be transformed in 
minde, which imports ys more, then to be 
iransfigured in body. 
By letting vs know that he was transfi- 
gered only, for that tyme; he giues ys to vn- 
derſtand, how he hid his excellencies bothrill 
chen , and cuer afterward; and therby he pro- (b) The 
claimes to vs, by a loud voyce, how (®) care- qe we 
full we muic be, to hide our famours and pri- hide our 
uiledgesfrom theeyes of men. And the {ame ſelues frg 
was alſo taught yet againe, when our Lord tie view 
Itsvs commaunded afterward , that they should 9f men, 
net ſpeake of that viſion , tull be were riſen ſrom the nu _= | 
gead. By mentioning the Paſſion, when he was = Lis 
in the midit of the Transfiguration,, we arc itt- the gra- 
ſtructed how to carry our ſelues in the varie- cious 
nies and changes of this life. For in the winter eyes of, 
of diſticfle , we muſt keep our ſelues aliue, by 69% 
the memory, or hope of ſome conſolation © - {4+ 
L 4 ok 


O—_ — ._ 


"AE INN | = Es 
Y6 Of the Loueof our Lord, 
ther to comme, or palit. And in the ſpring, or 
Sommer of (pirituall ioy, we mult tree 2ur 
{ejues trom gro*ving yayne, or giddy, by thin- | 
king of ſomeapproach of defolation. 
By the fearc of the holy Apoſtles, we may 
Eonfil. lib. ſee the miſery of mans nature; which was ſo 
It, Cap, 9. il] diettby Adam, that as S. Arguitine faith: Sc 
"2 = enfirmatweſt un egcſt.ute mea victor mens , vt non ſuf- 
feram bonum meum : $0 is my vigor taken downe m 
this mnfirmaty of my condi.zon, that I cannot , ſo much 
as indure mite owne good;as heerethe Apoſtles were 
trighted even by the fight of ſo much glory, as 
attends the ſpeaking ota word trom heauen. 
And how then muit we reuere , with a moſt 
profound internall awe, that God of inacce(- 
lible light, and infinite Maicity, ( whoſe eſ- 
ſence 15 wholly vnconceaueable) ſince his 
words cannot bz heard , without extreme ap- | 
prehentſion, by ſuch wormes of miſery as we | 
are. By tnecomiag of that voyce , which was 
{o ſoone to breake off the viſion, whillt they 
were in the midſt of thoſe celeſtiall ioyes ( by 
which voyce our B. Lord, was declaredto be 
thebelaued ſonne of God , and that they were comaun- 
ded to hearehum) they, & we are made to know, 
that we are not, in this warld, to looke fora 
' ſtare of cantynuall inioying,bur of Iabouring. 
Cc) This The (©) ſeeing of God , and the being ro 
JS 2 world doe ſo eternally, belongs to heauen , in this 
of why. lite, weare nor to looke for ſeeing, but we 
other of Auſtarrendto hearing, and (which is meant 
.*  thaiby) to obeying. 
Leaping, mart # &yIng- 
XS; Heerby he alſo tells ys, that we muſt 
not 
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not demurre, euen in the molt ſpirituall guſts, 
which we may haue; when obedience, or - 
charity , commaunds the contrary . Eſpe- 
cially fince our Lord himſelte, madeſuch haſt 
to giue ouer his Transfigurarzon , that he might 
deſcend, and ſo proceed, hilt to preaching, & 
then afterwards, towards his p4{0n. For there 


was his hart, becauſe his loue was cuer looking i 
towards vs; and had notthat ſame very louc | 
of ys , obliged him to be glorious at that tyme 
for our ſakes, fince the members could not par- 
take of any {uch influence, which came not f 


firſt from the head {yea and euen it they could | 
haue done it, yet would it not haue bene {o | 
full of fauour to them , yaleſle firſt it had paſ- 
ſedtrom him \ it appeares well inough , both. | 
by the antecedents and conſequences of his ſa- | 
cred life, that he was not eyther greedy after | 
pleaſure , or weary of taking paines for vs. 

Loue, and pure love 1t was, which kept 
his glory, all that while in ſilence. Loue it | | 
was , which made him mortify himſelfe { as a 
man mayſay)with taking into his mouth, that 
only taſlt ot 1oy. And laſtly an euerlaſting loue ' 
It was, Which carried him, in ſuch haſt, from * © 
Mount Thabor, to Mount Caluary;witere he 4 
was, to be transtigured a {ecod ryme, but after 74) How : 
a far other manner. For(®inſtecd of glory, he our Lord 
was to be all clad with a kind of Tevrofy. His Telus was 
face was not to be reſplendent, bur loaden, 174"5f1- 
partly with impure fpittle, and partelv vvith tac 
hrs ovyne pure ſyyeat, and pretious bloud, rn vps 
which madea ftrange kind of marriage toge- monar 

ther, Caluary. 
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ther , in that ſacred and molt venerable Temple 
of the dwuinity. His garments were no more 
to be white, but ſpotted with duſt and fi] th; 3g 
the ſouidters were to difpole of them, by lotts. 
He was not to be placed berwene a Moyſes, 8; 

an Eles ; but to giue him the more ſolemne 8& 
bitter ſcorne, he was to be lodged berwene 
two murthering theeues.N o bright sþynang cloud was 
there to appeare, to doe him honour; burthe | 
Sunne would be alhamed to behould the ſone 
of man (o lewdly treated ; and darknes would co 
wer the whole earth. 

Since therfore w2 ſce ſuch deadly ſignes 
of loue in his pretious hart towards vs; & we 
may haue the honour to be taught by Ini, how 
to guide our lives ; let vs diſpoſe onr ſelues, 
with ſupreme reuerence, to giue our eares and 

(ce) Our hartes, to the diuine words of his mouth;fince 
Lord Ie- he js made our Dodour , by no lefſe then « voyce 
= Sas which comes from heauen tt ſelfe , and that, in the 
—_ CET name of the eternall Father, ſaying , That Chriſt 
from hea- 297 Lord is hs beloued ſonne , in whome hes ſohighty 
uea, pleaſed , and that bim , we muſt be ſure to heare. 

We will bztides adore him, for preſen- 
ting vs, with this admirable viſion , wherby 
he hath ſo aboundantly enriched his Church. 
Whoſe faith he hath ſtrengthned; whoſe hope 
he hath reuiued; whoſe charity he hath infla- 
med , whoſe holy feare and reyerence, he hath 

& The rooted deeply by meancs therof . Inftruting 
Fatherthe VS as Father Salmeron doth excellently obſer- 
Sonne, & UC) concerning the B. Trinity (f) in the yoyce; 
the holy 1n the ſonne; & the clond . Concerning the 
Ghoſt, _ 777 
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Trcarnation of Chrift our Lord , his Doftrine, & 
Preaching, by the add;cfſe which we receiue of 
barkening tol»m . His paſton and death , by the 
ex-eſſe which he was to fulfill n Teruſalem . 1 he cer- 
rainty of his Reſurrefon, and glory , and con- 
ſequently of our owne. I he abrogation of the 
old law, through the eſtablithmer of the new, 
by the Fathers voyce, concerning the ſonne. 
It taughtthem of Lymbus, from whence the 
{oule of Moyſes came. It taught the Terreg1rall 
Paradiſe, where Elias 1s belceucd to repoſe. It 
taught the militant Church in the perſon of the 
three B. Apoſtles . Butletvs, (as I was ſaying) 
giue care to Chriſt our Lord, whoſe aotiine, 
his heauenly Father and ours , hath aſſigned 
vsto. Forheitis, who will teach ys, To 
theſe, and all things elſe, which it may any 
way import vs to vndetftand, as I will in- 
ſtanrly beginne ro ſhew . 


Of thevnſpeakeable lone , which our Tord Teſus 
Shewed by aclictering to vs his admurable 
Doctrine, andof the manner which 
he held mn teaching vs. 


CHAP. 232. 


V « Lord Tefus came 1nto the world for 

three maine :eaſons, amongſt, & aboue 
many others. To teach vs the way to heauen 
by his aiuine Dectrine, and to guide vs by his 
admirable example; and to redeeme vs by his 
molt pretious bloud. But @ we 5hould be nothing 
the 
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Ser.de 4 ſ- the better for knowing the way to auy place, if till we 
cen, Doms were deteyned m (ume priſon ; ſo netiber (as S. Ber- 
4 nard ſaith) ould we be the betrer for knowing our 
zorneyes end , if withall we knew not the:way which 
leadetb thither , It pleaſed therfore our Lord Ie- 
{us, to declare his doctrine to the world. And 
becauſe , according to Arzitorle, Dottzo & Diſct- 
plana, are Relaizues, tor as much as heis become 
our Dottoyr, we are already made his Diſcrples 
3t we wall . The fame ArzFotle , was Alexanders 
*Maiiter; and his Father Ph:l;p King of Macedon, 
did citeeme it for no ſmall part of his owne 
happines, that his ſonne was borne,in atime, 
when he might be inſtructed by ſo worthy a 
perſon. And yetthat worthy perſon, was a 
mortall wicked man; whole vnderſtanding 
(though very eminent) was yettull ot errour 
in many things; and his will more full ot diſ- 
@) The ,grder. Wheras this diuine (2) Dodfour of ours, 
diff 'rence was both truth , and ſanctity it ſelte. 
of Chriſt - - 
ed A Dedour he was, and that moſt excellet 
Rem and complete, without cuer:hauing bene any 
other Do- mans Dyſcrple. Such others, as haue neuer bene 
Qours. D:;ciples, doe no more vie to proue good Do- 
ours, then men proue good Captaines, who 
haue neuer bene ſouldiers; or good {uperiours, 
who haue neuer bene ſubics. I deny not bur 
ſome haue bene good Dodoyurs who neuer were 
the diſciples of men , as for example, Moyes, 
and the other Prophets. Bur beſides that , all 
they, were in{tructed by the wiſedom of God, 
in ſupernatuall manner, yet neither did they 
rcach , in ſuch pertection as may be _—_— 
Iavic 
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rable, by innumerable degrees. to this, of our 
dinine Doctour . Nor yerdid they giue , the 
hand, rogether with the torch; nor the wood, 
together with the coale ot fire; nor [trength to 
execute, together with the direction, of what 
men were to doe. Wheras b)Chrilt our Lord, (b) be 
together with thoſe divine words of his own way "0 
facred mouth, did make fuch a high way , by yi 
the ſweete gratious breath ot his holy [pirit, onl, be- 
into the harts of ſuch as heard them, (though longs to 
yet ſometymes they were deate inough) as the Do- 
made then receiue them, and lay them yp , & Rrine of 
in contormity therot, to pertorme things, in a pa 4. 
thort tyme, of extreme dithculry, and contra- 
diction ro ſenſe, with exce(liue gult. 
How infinitely theretore are vve obl:- 
ged to this Lord of ous, yvio vyas defigned, 
trom al] eternity, and did accept that himſeite ec\4n va- 
vvould (c) reach vs, by himlelte. For there {prakea- 
vvas no remedy; his loue could not be fſatis- ble mercy 
hed , vvith doing leſs chen all. Nor vvould that 
he permit that any Doctour, vyho vyas leiſe Criſt 
then his very ſelte, thould haue the chicte in- ©2* as 
itruting( of our loules. Novv his Doctrine _ = 
being his , muſt needs be infallible, becauſe he y,. pim, 
1s God. And ro the end that it might not be (ee; 
too high, or hard for our capacities, he re- (d) We 
ſolued,as ityyere, to tame thar diuinity of his, are alſo 
and to take it , andtye itvp, in thenets, and 2ught by 
toyles, of fleſh and bloud. And fo, being in- ET but 
carnate, he youchſafed to conuzrlt amongſt ee - 
vs; andasityvere to vvatcn hisrymes, (thoſe is 
molljs fands tempor, wyherin vVye might be li- ments of 
kelielt, God, 
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\ kehieſt to recetue that trealure of diuine know- 
ledge, vyhich had power to remoue our groſſe 
ISNOLAnce. 

They vvho trauaile vp and doyvne the 
vyorld, knovy by experience, hoyy glad they 
vie to be, it, vyandring out of the yyay, they 
meete ſome man, vyho ſers them right;though © 
it be but toy vardsa nights lodging, in a poore | 
Inne, yyhichſomerymes is incomodious in- 

= . And ſuch as giue themſelues to itudy, 

and are either ignorant of yyhatthey vyould 
tayne vnderitand, or perplexed othervviſe 
through any dithculty yyhich may occurre, 
are yvont to accompany and attend yyith ex- 
traordinary reuerence and affection, thoſe tca- 
chers vnder vyhome they vyere brought vp, 
and by vvhoſe meanes they acquired knoyy= 

(e) They ledge. Which (©) kindof pratitnde, isfo deeply 

are very rooted in the mindes of {uch as are ingenuous, 

yograce- that as long as they live, they retaine the me- 
full who mory of that benefit ; and there is no ſtrange- 
perfour- nes or ſmall ynkindnes, yyhich can blot it 

_ c out. We mult therefore beſeech our Lord 1x- 

=—_ T ,SVS tomake ys thankefull ro his diuine Ma- 

= az Iteſty in a high degree, for his youchſafing to 
haue been Exerciſe the office of a teacher ouer ys. Not 
theyr through the carc he hath, to keepe ys only 
teachers. from vyandring betyyene toyyne & tovyne; 
or to yyorke through the dithculties of hu- | 
maine knovvyledge,vyhich vnlefſe it be vvell \ 
vicd, is better left then had: Nor only doth 
he this, for ſome certaine tyme, yyherin a 
counſe of ſtudy may be ended: but he teacherh 
Vs 
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vs ſpirituall things , vyhich are to be as long 
Joued as eternity it ſelte;and inſteed of diſchar- _ 

ging , by any later negligence of his, our for- 

mer obligations, toloue and ſerue him for ir, 

he is euer calling vpon vs vvith neyy fauours. 

And inſteed of abſcnting himſelfe from vs, his 

eſſence, povver, and his grace is preſent to our 

ſoules, yea ſo preſent ( and eſpecially to ſuch 

as ſerue him vvith care ) that although he be as 

S. Anguſtine ſaith, ſupertor ſummo meo; yet yvith- Confeſ, l. 
all he 1s znterior zntzmo meo. And in another F £2: % 
place , Though be be omni lice clirior &vc. yet be is wy 
onmi ſecreto imrerir , ſuperiour to the higheſt part, & 3 $0. #0. fs 


; ne . e Tap. I, 
get he u mare mtertor, then the moit inward part of FS; P 


Cleerer then the cleares; light , and yet he s more in- 

cernall, thenthe moſt hidden ſecret. Illuminating, 

& reaching by particular fauours, thoſe ſoules 

vyhich liſten to him vvith particular attentio; 
according , to the good counſaile of the ſame | 
S. Anguſtine , Audiat te intus ſermocinamem, qui po- CNfel-lib. 
tet : Lethim that canbe ſo happy, giue eare to thar, *** ©9P +9» 
which thou, O God, art ſaying to hin, there , with. 

And inſtructing all ſuch, as are deſirous to ſaue 

their ſoules, by doing him ſeruice, notonely 

with a ſufficiency, but euen with an ouetr- 
aboungdance of his diuine grace. 


of 
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Of toe teuder loge which our Lord Jeſus shewed , by 
the incommodity which he was ſubie(t to, whilst 
he deltuered bis Doctrine , to ys ; and of 
the ſurfet which ſome areſub'ect 1o,if 
we take not heed, by the aboun- | 
dance of bys bleſsngs. 


CHAP. 32. 


H x Dodogrs and Teachers ofthis world; 
vie to be ar their eaſe when they glue 
their leilons; and tor teare Jcaſt crouds thould 
come in ypon them, they are ſeparated 
and ſecured, by chaires, or pulpits. Many 
of chem, reach for hire ; many , for oſtenta- 
tion; and few for meere loue of God, or of 
his creatures, and the pure deſire of their pro- 
fit in vertue and learning. And as for thoſe Re- 
ligzous men who yndertake the troubleſome 
taske of doing good tothe world in this kind, 
for the loue of our Lord; that loue of theirs 
7 The (though (®) of moſt excellent ſeruice to God 
great fer. 4 TB adrohich hath 4 
- =o and man) is but a - e which hath.conueye 
which it ſelfe, out of the fornace of the loue of Chriſt 
is doneto our Lord, by the merit of his Magiſtery; who 
God &the js the only origjnall maiſter'of all mankind. 
world,by And heitis, who obteyned grace forthoſe o- 
ſuch a$18* thers,to become, & to be ſuch, as by his good- 
—_ -» Nes, we ſee theyare. Bur yet by the great ' 
— & mercy of God, it is made a rate caſe with theſe 
Jearning, is ſeruants, to be put ypon thoſe extreme dit- 
for pure ficulties, (ynleſle it be amongit Heretikes,and | 
charity s Pagans) | 
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Pagans) in the exercile of this tundtion, from 
which his ardent loue, would neuet giuc him 
lcaue to be free. For even trom 1s firit, to 
his att Bapritne, (that is, trom the Baptiime 
of water in the Riuer of jordan, to the Paprit- 
me, in the bjoud of that Imacal:telimbe, which 
was himiciie, vpon Mount C:ltcry ne went, 
reaching vp and downe the ww 011d, ina kind 
of perpetual mouon : And was ilbiect io 4 
mott vakind continuall perfccuution, by ine 
molt part otth.cmm, whome he did molt partt- 
cukarLy apply bimicite to infituct, and teach. 

it 15 frue, that hs Apoltics, and Diſci- 
ples, did toliow him throughout, with ex- 
rreme aftection andadmiration; but vet with=- 
2]I, they were to very 1gnorant and yulear- 
ncd, as could haue giuen no pleaſure in tea- 
ching them, to any other, but to Chrilt our (b) It is a 
Lora. What (Þ\ greater Mortiftcat1o can ti1ere great mor 
be, then, tora wiſe, and worthy, and no- t fication 
tic perſon, to be perpetually conuerling with for a wiſe 
certaine courſe, ynpolithed creatures ; wath-  w ty 
out tathion , witnout learning, without mea- PR _ 
nes, and withour fo much as apritude to be he 
the better by it. And yct our Lord Itsvs, was nuall con< 
dayly in conuerfation wicn {ch as theſe, Who uerfation 
knew not how to gatner tie truir of that tree of ignorat 
of his divine wiſedome; though the weight Tude peos 
therof, did make the braunches itoope ſo low, ple. 


as that they might be, within their zeach. OO 
How (<) meekely did he Jiue in their fight; cen. 


which was a kind of moſt effectual Doctrine. gf gur 
How continually did he accompany them, Lord Je« 
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178 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
how carefully did he deted them;how ſweet- 
lt. | 1y did he allurethem ; and how ttrongly did | 
| he conuince them. 
| And all this he did, in the midſt ofa 
| thouſandcorporall incomoditics, of labour, 
| and hungar; when after the day was ſpent in 
continuail petinance, the nights would lay 
þ Hats hold on him without a Jodging . The Foxes had 
| ' B* holes, audihe birds of the ayre had nefts,but the ſonne 
of 11an, the ſonne of that all-Immaculate wo- | 
\\ man, thatvirgin mother, that type of purity, | 
| that torch of charity , had nota place whers | 
to lay his divine head. But{ to the confuſion 
| of impatient men who a1e angry cuen with 
| their belt friends, when they change to be) 
pinched otherwife, he was farre from caring 
for any other habitation; bur only that he 
| might dwell in the hartes of men by loue. 
| Of his Apoſtles we read , that once, 
| when they had wherwithall, they went to 
| Sichar to buy meate and returning , they 1n- 
, - uitedour B. Lord tocate therof. But he excu- 
Jeate 4+ fed himfelfe by ſaying, that be hid another inui- 
ſible food (f) which they knew not of; and that was 
(0) The the performance of his eternall Fathers will, 
_— and the perfeting of the worke of the good 
| Lord Ie. *f ſoules, by the words of his diuine mouth. 
| ſus, was And after this food, he had ſo fierce an appe- 
the glory tite, that he ran panting towardsir ; and that 
of God & lo yery faſt, as ro male himſelfe weary though 
| wo good he were God. and to be gJad ro make a ſeats \ 
Wi of that well tide, to which the happy Samari- 
tane came for water. 
| It 
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Itis al:o truc, that Chrilt our Lord was 
often inuirtcd to eate with others, and he ac- 
cepted therot ;z nay,and he was nor inurcd {o 
m.ich by their detires, as he was by his owne 
loue to their ſoules ; x tor their 500d, he made 
kunkelte all, to all. For he did cate with them 
to the end that men might not want the Do- 
(l-1ze of his diuine example, both in the point 
ot Temperance and Patience. But many of thoſe 
nicates were otherwiſe of much more motrtiti- 
cation to him in ſcucral] kinds, then the want 
thciot, could haue bene; Since it was notin 
tne jzower of that heauely wiſedome ro conti= 
nue vntoucht by thoſe teeth of malice, which 
ypon all warnings were omg towards 
him . But (©) trom his facility of deſcending /4y Thy 
into their company ; and the reſolution , that wicked 
(whilſt he was there)he would not thew any vſe which 
ſingularity, they did with the hand of their the _—_ 

o 


cakered mind, fetch reaſons why they thould made __ 


{ei him, for a g14tro & drinker of wine. T his ſeems Mie _ 
evento haue pierced the tender hart of our B. , es P Fas. 
Lord with vnkindnes;and it drew him ineft- qe, 
fedt to ſay; Ilohn the Bap::it, came to you 2n ab- Mair, un, 
nence & shew of penance, 7 you [arid he had a deutll, 
my ſelfe am come to you without any 5hew of ſuch 
#uSteraties;but 1 baue applyed my ſelf to your 9uerſa- 
110B: And now you ſay,that I am a glutton . I would 
fayne win your loue, but I know not how . 1 would 
fame inflame you to the ſertnce of God,but your pow- 
der it ſo wet;that no coales of mine can giue it fire. 
And I would to Itsvs, that through 
our linnes, we did not ſee this yerified alfo at 
M z = 
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thi; day;whe 1 the Scctaries, and Polttiques of 
the w ori, are {o {attidious, as tharthey make 
t.ices ar his "VER Ce, Whatlochter it be. Nor 
wy'l they be connuice , either by the exem- 
plar, viitble aulterity, and pennance of ſome 
ot our holy Religious Orders, which were 
a pany þ-* Th the perſon of S. 100; nor Dy 
t]ic appl x alc dearifces, pruc: lent, humble , C 
C:1a71:20!e endeauour of forme her "45; FYRO 
which nie er mortiications, for teare of 
t1gotng mens weake mines ; and which 
Were aciiyned , and recom: Sends xd, by the 
liucly example © & expreiie Doctrine of Chritt 
our Lord, and his Apolties. But woe be to 
them, vvho in caſe of temporall infirmity, 
— Haue foill aconſtitution, as io conuert their 
() This Phiticke, inco Poylon. And (!) vvoe vy1ill be | 
diſcale totheſe others, inthe latt day , vvho in caſes 
both of vyhich concerne the foule , doe trom truth, 
body and take an occalion ot continuing in errour. Or 
mind is rather I beſeech our Lord [xsvs, (euen by the 
very Gat \\-mory and merit of that Doctrine, vyhich 
g<ron3.  \yith fo ardent loue he deliuered heere on 
earth ) they may art laſt ind rhemfelues con- 
uinccd by it; and that imbrecing ut yvath thew 
VVill, they may c icape all Vos. 


The 


». 
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The ſame diſcourſe is continued , concerning the 
great loue, which our Lord Icfus ex- 


preſſed 1 hs Doctrine. 


CHAP. 24. 


I Hauevvillingly entertained my ſelfe von 
the conlideration of {ome circumltances 

vviich concerne the aduantages of this auuine 

Doctour cf our {oules, beyond all the Dov- 

cours Vyhich are, or cuer yvere, or arc to be. 

Becauſe though no argumet ſhould be drayvn 

trom the very Doctine iticlte, ro proue the 

loue oi him thar taught ir, yet his perfon a- 

lone, and the yery manner vyhich ke ned 

therin, vyas {uch, as ought to oblige the 10ſt 

rebellious mindes that hue , toall obedience. 

Our Lord Irxsvs himſelte, (notyvith- 

ſtanding that he had incomparably the grea- 
_ reſt humility that euer vvas poſſefſed by any 

ſoule) did yet vyell vnderitand, ana witly 

prize the dignity of his oyvne perſon ſo farre, (a) The 

as to knoyy , thar he tooke no authority from ſeQartes 

his Doctrine ; but that his Doctrine tooke 1t vill be be= 

all from him. Yet ſo great vvas his goodnes, lecued ye 
/ that alchough he vvyere as perfect God, as he POR 
A / AN . WOrcaec; 
vvas pertect man he?) vyould not yet oblige 6, 7a 
vSto Le it, vnlefle firſt he had prooucd it, oe” 
by infallible reftimonies. Bur that being once would 
done, he was not to indignify, & diminthany not exat? 
one vyvord of his Doctrine and decrees, by al- !® much 
, teagingrealons and proofes; but only & fim- 4 

c y 
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tht day;whe 1 the Sectaries, and Politiques of 
the w orlli are {0 {attidious, as thatthey make 
tices ar lis Voctrin :e, Whatlocuer it be. Nor 
wil they be conninced, either by the exem- 
plar, vittble aulterity, and pennance of ſome 
ot our holy Relivious Ord ers, winch were 
conlcecrated in the perſon of S. l09#:; nor by F- 
t/1C ap; [i ablelearncd, prucent, humbl le, & 
C:1art! aoie endc AULOUT Of fome other 6 TIROON 
which hide tacir mortitcations, for teare of 
tignting mens weake minics ; and which 
Were actipned , and recom: akends ed, by the 
lucly example C & exprelie Doctrine of Chriit 
our Lord : and his Apoltles. But woe be to 
E:- them, vvho in caſe of temporall infirmity, 
haue fo 1ll aconſtitution, as bo conuert their 
(f) This Phiticke, into Poylon. And (tf) vvoe vyiil be 
diſcale tortheſe others, in the latt d ay , Vyho in caſes 
borh of wyhich concerne the ſoule, doe trom truth, 
body and take an occaiion ot con! 1nuing in errour. Or 
mind is yather I beſeech our Lord [xsvs, (euen by the 
very dan- memory and merit of that Doctrine, vyhich 
g<rom. \yith fo ardent love he delinered heere on 
earth ) they may ar laſt iind rhemſelues con- | 
uinccd by it: and that imbrecing ut vyvath thew 
vViJl, they may eicapeall Vos. 


—_ ——— 
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The ſame diſcourſe is continued , concerning tie : 
great loue, which our Lord Icſus ex - 
preſſed 1 bs Doctrine. 


CHAP. 24 


Hauevvillingly entertained my ſelfe vyon 
the conſideration of tome circumltances 
vviuch concerne the aduantages of this aiuine | 
Doctour cf our ſ{oulzs, beyond all the Do- | 
cours vyhich are, or ever yvere, or are to be. 
Becauſe though no argumet thould be dravvn 
trom the very Dodiine it ſclte, to proue the 
loue oi him that taught it; yet his perſon a- 
lone, and the yery manner vvhich he hed 
therin, vvas ſuch, as ought to oblige the 1moft 
rebellious mindes that liue, toall obediencs. 
Our Lord Itsvs himſelte, (notyvith- 
ſtanding that he had incomparably the grea- 
| reſt humility that euer vyas poſleflea by any 
ſoule) did yet vvell vnderitand, ana witly 
prize thedignity of his oyvyne perſon ſo farre, (a) The 
as to knoyy , that he tooke no authority from (caries 
his Doctrine ; but that his Doctrine tooke it vill be be» 
all from him. Yer ſo greatvvas his goodnes, lecued ye 
, that alchough he vvere as perfect God, as he PO Ann 
wvyas perfect | man zhe(®vyould not yet oblige vor 
vsSto Cs: it, vnletſe firſt he had prooucd it, ant ” 
by infallible teſtimonies. But that being once would 
done, he was not to indignity, & diminiihany not exat 
one vyord of his Do&rine and decrees, by al- fo muct 
,, lkeagingrealons and proofes; but only & finm- S the 
(l 2 ply -wWe3, 
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pl; roaffirme it; This point I touch diners | 
: times, becauſe occaſion 1s miniſtred yery ore; 
and euen Popes and Princes ( who are but 
dult , and athes) doc hold this ſtile, and are 
wontto ſend out their decrees, and to make 
their Edicts, ina potitiue and expretle forme, 
And whatſoeuer carnelt alleuerations or rea- 
ſons ſhould be aducd tor the grace & ſtrength 
therot , would many tymes be, but as a con- 
trary meanes to that end. 
So wat the, Þ)plainenes of the deliue- 
(b) Even + of the Dodtrine of Chritt our Lord, is a vehe- 
theplayn* vat proote of the diuinenes of it. Since, be- 
nes of the .. : : ; 26 
deligery 3g Voyd ofall thole helpes of art (in thearme 
of the do. Wherot , all other Do@: nes pur their hope)this 
| Arine of alone 15a Dodrme , which dates expoſe it ſelfe 
Chriſtour playne and naked. And in deſpight of the 
Lord gi- whole wicked world, it lines , it breathes, it 
ues tt gathers ground, and ſtrengrh amongſt all the 
BreitaU” yenemous weeds of the world. And in deſ- 
| WOority - pite of ignorance, ſenſuality, and finne; it 
{trikes at the roote, not only of all things, 
which are contrary to God and goodnes; but 
(c) The . ; : 
Trorbes Cuen ofallthings, which are lefle good and 
whichthe perte&t. And it (©) erecterh Trophees, and 
| Dodtrine $595k tryymphes in the profoundeſt part of 
| of Chriit the harts, of the ciuuleſt,the worthieſt, the lear- 
| our Lord yeaſt, the wiſeſt, and theholyeſt people of 
y _ the whole world. 
] TT The more ſublime authority this Do- 
h - © *. Arine hath, andthe more aduantage other- 
wiſe; the moxe infinitely are we Catholikes, 
bound to that diuine goodnes, which with 
an 
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an etcernall loue , did make choyce of vs, as 
the diſciples thereof. And to the end thar we 
might the more eafily conceaue 1t with rhe 
ynderſtanding,and the more faithtully retaine 
it with the memory, it pleaſed that aititude of 
divine wiltdome, to abaſe it {e]f to our meane 
capaciry . And ( when the Dodrive of it felte, 
would nor perhaps haue bene ſo well recet- 
ucd) to fer it out , by alluſions and Parables; 
yea and many tymes cuen they,are borrowed, 
but from the figures of meane bodies ; as of See ertery 
Plowes, of Corne , of Netts, of Fishes, of Leatten, Where ” 
of Muitard-ſeed, and the like . Eſtablithing, by = "_— 
that familiar and eaſy meanes, a kind of com- _ 
merce and traftique betwene things diuine & 
humane , in the mindes of men. 
| And indeed if this Doctrine had not 
bene brought by the ſweet hand of God, to 
carry a great proportion to mans nature, al[;- 
ſted by his holy grace ; what pollibility had 
there benc, that it could haue wrought ſuch 
wonders inthe world? Making (9) ſo many *-- 
Kings and Queenes for the loue of Chriſt our wii 
Lord, become voluntary beggars . Making wich the 
pw become chaſt;old age obedient; know- doQrine 
edge humble; auſterity ſo ſweete and plea of Chriſt | 
fant, as that there are, and haue bene millios our Lord |} 
of people, in the Catholike Church, (and our Pa 
| Lordbe euerbleſſed andprayſedfor it, and he iy gut |} 
knoweth that it is true, {yyhatſoeuer any So Jun. w 
ctary ſhal cither ſay or thinke to the contrary) "= 
vyho infteed of fine lynnen, haue incloſed, & 
claſpedthemſelues, yvithin Girdles of Wyre, 
M4 and 


(d)The 
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an ſhirts of haire; [nſteed ot delightul{ bathe 
hay taken lxequent diſciplines in idload: In. 
ſteed of curious and coltly beds, haue ſpent 
their Voie nights ypon the hai 4 zround; 
Initecd of {umpruous banquets, haue enter- 
tavned themfe;ucs in 1190-08 taſts. Andlaft- 
Iy intteedeuen of lavvtull pleaſures , hane ex- 
eic:ted themlelues, vvirh great attention, in 
the mortification of the faculties, and tenles, 
both of the body and mind. 

Fins] {lay they doe, & they hane done; 
and that, vvith alitheſecreſy they could £and 
only, 112 conteplation of the lone: ot ow Lord 
Iesrs; & in conformity to Ns aiwune lite and 
Dedrine, v\ mich 1equires me 119 looke YpBon 
his example, & to huc theratrer, 0 which pro- 

(e) The Ci2 tmestoalli : ie. © AJ rorid aciniian ty L {hall 
abzegatis OUcn 20aindg ) th at, If . tp 14h worul.! come aſ'er 
of ones Pim , heviuci d Cy Dian{ {clie, & tas <3 VP 1245  Croſie & 
ſeif which / cliow him. For be that wor! { {ine bis life , ould 
is requt- F fe ir, and he that would loſe lies l; ſe jor him, Should 
- +" Br (ar ce 71H a {edLiry or rvertaie ilal heare this Do- 
of Circa Atiinc he yvil be fire to fay that it is Darus ſer- 
our Lord, #9. Abit yViicn hatha bone in ic, ſo bigge, 
Luc. ig, as that he knovves not hovy, eitner to Charyy, 
Toan. 12, o7ſyvailoyy, and much lefle digett it. And 
loan, 6, Vet tis very bit, this biiter pilw hich 1$fo vn- 
| fuoury to the man, vyaoisallinace of fleith 
and biouc, being VYrapped Vp in tne golden 
VV -ords of our i.ord , dotn Jl tie taking It 

doy vine, grovy {o full OL deligh: and ouſt, 
Erovglh the pultſance yyhich itharh ouer the 


"6 of ſuciias doe{enoutly & fincerely loue 
Him) 
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* him)\ that nopennance in this life, could be 


whether the Doctrine of Clurilt our Lord be not 
of ſtrange power, and tirength ; and whether 
his diuine Maielty, have not intinitely Joued 
vs, Who hath made weaike mon fo ables, and 
ſo willing to unbrace 1: tor the loue of h:m. 

This fitrengui, whervih the Doftrane (f) This 
of Chriſt our I.ord abounds, 1s no wde gr dofirine 
coufe {ind of ttrength ; but rather it i- Itke 7307 15 00 
ſonic one of thoſe molt excel lc. Minerall Phi- i 
ficks, whicl1s exacily well prepaied. For to- (oa 
getiier wirh the diſcharging of peccant Iii (tru: g; fo 
mouzs, {vyhich yſeth to carry with it, akind on the 0- 
of paine ) it is a coidiail veithail , and it come i265 ac 16 
forrs the very fubitance of the foule, incompa- 
bly more exccllenity then thar other Philicke 
can, the nature of the bail. Belideos, thee is 
not heere, any on2 receiptalonetor tic cure 
of foules; as there by Empei ics mougi 1 the 
world, who (witnall ther bragges) kaue but 
ſome one medicine or two, for tlic corporall 
cure, of as tmany patients ay they may CHance 
to have. But heere, are fully as many helpes, 
a; there can bz motions in the minde, & this Tv" 
Doffrinersfit to worke vpon themal. For who CES 
ſees (8) not, how itabountds with exact com- thehat 
mandements ;expcee protibitions; hich and of m2, is 
holy counſailes; heroicall cxamples; 2 Clear ho:pen 
notice of benctirs alrcady revert and Rithful by wat 
promiſes ot more; tweet aumonmiionlegre Pons 
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---: grieuous to them, a\ it they thould be bond 
from doing pennance. And fee now by this, 
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endthat no man may be able to defend, ore- = | 
uen excuſe his diſobedience, with any appea- | 
rance of reaſon ; bur that euery one may, as he 
ought, ſubmit himſclie. 

What miſery can that be, whereof 
heere he may not find a remedy ? what doubr, 
wherot he may not find a ſolution ? Whar pi- 
ous affection , whecrot he may nor tind anin- | 
flamation ? What yertue would he ob: aine,or 
what vice would heauoyd , wherin he ſhall 
not find a world of count{aile & addrefle? And 
in a word, what thought of God, or of him- 
ſelte, can he haue, with any relation to his 
comfort, either tor this lite, or the next, which 
being a good ſtudent of this Dodr;ne of Chriſt 
our Lord, he may noteaſily apparalle in that 
rich and choyce wardrobe ot his, with iacu- 
latory prayers and afpirarions. I ſay not only 
ſignificant, but which haue withall, ſo much 
ot the ardent, of the great, and of the noble, 
25 itwill become the eares of God to heare, & 
will not become his mercitull hart not to har 
ken to. 


T he incomparable purity of the DoEtrine of Chriff 
our Lord: and with how great loue hebelpeth vs 
towards the pradtiſe therof. 


CHAP 35. 


H rs divine Dodrine of our Lord IrsSvs 

doth no way abrogate the morall law, 

er ten commaundements ; but it goth hae 
an 
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4 andratify theſame. Though, {or as much as ; 
concernes the ludicall and Ceremontall Laves, 
vnder which the people of God did live, be- 
to the coming ot our Meſras ) it perpetuated 
only the reall yerities, which were conteyn ed 
therin; and it did deſtroy and bury (though 
yer with honour ) thole partes therot , Which 
were bur tigures of the comming of Chrilt our 
Lord , Wc lay thertore molt properly, that to 
be the DoQrine of this diuine Doctour, whetlyy 
either ſome Truthes were reuiued , Which 
through the wickednes of men were neple- 
&ted , and laid to [lecpe, before his comming; 
or els wherby ſome others were pubjihed to 
the world , which in peifetion did exceed 
| the former, and many of them weze not ſo 
properly inioyned in the nature of a comaun- 
dement, as they were taught vs, by the coun- 
ſailes of Chriſt our Lord. 

This (®) Doctrine of Chriſt our Lord, i« WW} 
p_ delivered to vs, by the Tradition of the C * i ch ; 
oly Catholike Church, as we ſhall ſecatter- the body 
ward, and partly in holy Scripture. And in of theDo- 
this holy __—_ , moſt of thoſe particulars ctrine of 

are conteyned and expreſſed which ſhevw the Chriſt 
perfeion and purity of his heauenly Dedrine. 297 Lord 
This 1s done after a molt particular manner in '* Gre 
that diuine ſermon, wherby his Diſciples and __ 
weinthem (if we alſo will be his: Diſciples) C2? 5. 6. 
vere inſtructed vpon that hil;and S. Matthews 4 *fe> 
delitereth it by the words of our Lords owne © 2 


ſacred mourh. 6 - f 
- 6 A P<x/ C 
He proclaimeth the eight Beatitudes; eve gboſ- 


Where pet. 
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wherehe annexeth nor telicity ro thecomo- | 
cities and pleaſures of this life: But to ponerty of 
(p:r1t , meckenes, morneſulnes , hungar , and thirs 
after Inſtice , meraſulnes, purity of bart Peace ma- 
kg + and to the being perſecuted, and rewiled for che 
cauſe of Chriſt our Tord . Helets men know, withall, 
thu for no reſpect they muſt breake the least title of 
the Luv of God © That men mu$t not be anory , nor 
01:40 ay minurious word to others. Th. we nut nob 
cenſear,to ſo m1ch as the leaſt dichoneſt thought. That 
10 1:41 0r woman mutt be d;1torced, vpon the commt- 
11117 of leſſe then Fornzcation ;, aud that neither of ch#, 
S$h.ilt mary gg.4me tl the other dye . That we muſt 
1.07 fweareat all . That we muſt not ſomuch as reſis 
oppreſiion . That we mrst loue even our very enentes. 
19. we miſt give Alines, and faſt, aud pray, with- 
en: oftentation . That m all things, we muſt hane 2 
1:1:t pare intention . That we muſt caſt away allſol- 
li-rtude, concerning our ſcltes, and leaue all, to the 
09d prouidenceoſ God . That we i: reforme our 
{clues , but not ſo much as iudge, any other man. Thas 
we mit cut of , and cait away all occaſions, & cauſes 
of (candal!l and ſine how neere, or how deare ſo cuer 
chez may be to vs . That we muſt ſtrine to enter into 

(6b) Of beauen, by the(Þ) narrow gate , That we must aſpire 
murifica- to chaſtiry , though euery one will not reach ſo high. 
tionand Thatwe muſt be perfect, as our heanenly Father iper- 
penance. felt. And that whoſoeucr willbe ſo , mus? ſell all that 
he bath , and giuctt to the poore, and follow our Lord, 
and that ſuch a one, $h.ul hawe his treaſure mbeaucn. 
That if any man would come after our Lord, he miſt 
deny himſclfe, and take vp his Croſſe and follow him 


Foy he that would ſauce his life sbould looſeit , gy he 
; that 
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that world loſeh;s ije, eu; _  TV.41 his tj 


ciples must goe in Zlajron j6r 7 be cone v| fuiiles, 


— depending vpon the 0.4: atizg of 447 NIQUICUEN: 
or thee aring ſo mach as S192 37 Cit VINE A 00G 
1:1 thei jor 47 yy proton. That thc mutlooke fer- 
ecatton,, ad cucn denth er (cije, mm the face \ nad 1:07 
ſo much as premedit.ti 10.4 ey a16 00 j. oy jor 00216- 
ſelues, in thoſi c OCCtſt0Rs. 

F- heſ are tie molt fragrant How ers, 
wherof that ric ga ment 15 Wourcn, Or 1a- 
ther theſe are the mott chovee Iow HIER v = 
of that pretious Crowne 15 coMmpole.!, \\ 11h 
Chrilt our Lord, brovgtit dow te from hea- 
ven. Wiihinention i puTIN vpon the neads 
of all ſuch perſons, as meant to be en [es ot 
his Dodtrzze, and to bacome Grady.tes in Þ1S 
ichoole of Perfection. And \<) verily euen 
in this [itz , the ſtudy, and practice of this Do- 
&rine of Chri!tt our Lord, doth make men {i ap- 
PY> attera ſort, and put them heere into a 

ind oftait of taarlelicity, wherot they are to 
take the vwiools dy + 117% hoop Yer 11 ho ne 
dome of 110at ie! . For fo great l5 Lie puziry OY 
power thereof, as to lodge 2 Man ovr of te 
reach of humane thinos” + : by M2ng him 
place his telicity euen in Crofle,both of pains 
and tham?z; wherot ,in ſuch a world as this, 
he hal be {ure to haue no warns. And to make 
him ſee, that his miſery cotifts in nothing, but 
IN ſwaruing fro this way to his teliciry , H: 11- 
py is he, who fee!es the truth of this in wits 
ſoule; and moſt miſ::able is he, who al: hough 
he feele Jt not, will not yet belecue that the 
thing 
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thing is true . For he who belecues not this F 
truth , will neuer ſeeke it; and he that ſeeks it 
not, Will never find it, 
(d)Confi-  Itcannor (£C) be denyec, but that this 
Jerarions Dofrine requires hard things ata mans hand-. 
Which {a- Butſo itmult be conſidered, thathe who tea- 
cilirate the cheth ir, doth withal)l, giue much grace, whei- 
praiſe of with to learne it . A burthen is more or lelle 
this Do- pricuous, according to the Itrength more vor 
&rine, Jefſe, which he hath , who is to beare it . And 
it 1s no heard matter, for one Whois of infini- 
te power, to giue vs ſtrength to carry accor- 
cing to the weight of that which isto be im- 
poſed; andeſpecially, it that power be acco- 
panied with a goodnes which js as infinite. 
Indeed, it we conſider the Doctrine as itis In it 
ſelte, we may ſay, itisnot only hard, but im- f 
poſlible; and eſpecially it will ſeeme ſo then, | 
when we accompany that thought, with a | 
deepe conſideration of the miſerable frailty of 
our nature; the ſtrength of our paſſions, and 
the importunity of ſenſible obiects, which ſo- 
licite and haunt vs, euen to death in eucry 
corner. 

But yet, on the other ſide, we ſhall be- 
leeue it, to be both poſſible and eaſy, it we re- 
member, asI was ſaying, the omnipotet, wiſe 
louecf Chriſt our Lord, the aboundant grace, 
Which is deriued to ys from the merits of his 
holy lite and death;the exapleof many Saints, 
who having bene made of the ſame metall 
with vs, haue, by the fauour of God and theu 


goodendeauours, rranflated, as it Were, their 
{oules, 
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| end Sauur Teſus Chriſt. I9T 
ſoules, out of this wildernes of beaſts, into the 
paradiſe of Angells, eucn before they parted 
from their moztajl bodies. And not only hath 
this bene perttozmed by Saints deceaſed ; but 
yve doe molt certainly know, and conuetſe 
with ſo good ſe:uants of God, as that, In great 
meaſure, they ariue to it alfo in this lite. 

So thatwe haue all reaſon to be full of 
hope, that by the ſame meanes we may fol- (e)Wear 
Jow, whither {<) they haue gone before. Or left withs 
at leaſt we are to contcile, that the fault 15 no 2vt excus 
bodies, but our owne, it we doe itnot. For hats w_ 
_ . : o not 
ifit be a burthcn , Chriſt our Lord will make Sa 
it light; and it it be ayoke, he will make it here 
ſweet. And he who thiriteth after comfort, many are 
& mm: bythcl:wd cry of Chit our Lo:d, to goe & gone be- 
drinke therof , at that liuing fountaine of Ins grace. toxe, 

* Anda promile is made to all the world, that 

what{oeucr thall be acked of God in the name 

of Chriſt our Lord , ſhalbe graunred. And 
whoſoeuer is either den with fine, or doth Matt. tt. 
labour, vader thoſe puniſhments, which, as the 
reliques of {finne, doe hange ypon him; 1s al- 
Iued by the yoyce of Chritt our Lord himſelf 
torepaire to him, that bemuy be refreshed, 

. Andindecd, what :ictiething or com- 
fort is there to be 112d in this life, 1111 ſelfeloue 
be laid downe, and the pure and perte&t loue 
of Chriſt our Lord be tal.cn v5, in che practiſe 
of his divine Dofrive: ſolivloue, and feltewill 

| It1s, which puts vsto {uch paine in this pil- 

grimage. Fortheſe are 11:c rootes of all our in- 

_ ordinateaffeRions, whici place vs as vpon 2 

| beacon: 


Ioan. 7, 
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beacon , where \we are ſubic to- all the win- 
des of pertubarion and paltion, which can 
blow z either of detires, or hopes, or feares, or 
any othe;7 care Waatloeuer. Yea, and it we 
watch our fclues well, we thall find ſome- 

ft Thisis yooes ; that euen concerning the lame perſos, 
Op tae 7 Ng, WE are, In cliect, at the (t) ſclte 
bow ſtriz {ame T\ me, both Th hope, and teaie; in louc, 
Geyerit  andyetin hatc;ina burning kind of little en- 
may {eem uy againſt them, and yet ypon the mayne, 
\W:.h an ardc: detire of :herr good. And in fine, 
we Kaow not {oinety mes, what our ſ{clucs 

Wou!d haue, nor what we ayle. 
Whatmeruaileis it then , if we be of- | 
ten vnlitze, to what we had refolued to be, & : 
that ve are ſo extremely ynequall, ſo muta- 
ble, and ſo miſe:table ? How can we chooie, 
bur be pertect flaues, if thus we tye ourſelues | 
ro {elte Joue, which giues the plague & death | 
11 {elte ro a] truc liberty of ſpirit, profeſſed and 
imparted, by the practice of {'$ Dedrine of 
Chritt our Lord, which 13 only able to make 
nientree. Fir tb notthat prophane ſuppoſed 
(g)The Hhberry, to. wnich rhe {cctaries of this age do | 
tevyd Þ- intytle their Gnolpel, and which js indeed but 
bercy of expieile ſubiection to finne and true flauery. | 
the Ghol- *+. En . 1 * | 
pell of Bur true Chriitianliberty doth confilt in vn- | 
{caaries, 1g fie {oole , irom all unperfeton & fin; 
in ſubuving & mortitying our inordinate 11- 
Clunations and paſſions according to the purc 
and perfect l1wy of Chriſt our Lord; andin a 
word, in re-acquiring torſo much as can be 
do ths Lie) that itate of innocency , _ 
: enAt 


and Sauionr Teſus Chrif. 793 
that perfect ſubordination of ſenſe to reaſon, 
and of reaſon to God, which by Adam was 
loſt in Paradile. | 

And if {till it thall appeare to vs, thar 

(euen p_ but ordinary g'ace ) Uvits en- 
terp:ife doe carry ditticulty in the boſome of 
it; yet con{ider at lealt thar no great thing can 
be done wichourt ſome difficulty. Contder 
how {Þ) che ſouldier labours for a little pay; (")The 
The Covurtter tor a nuſerable ſuire ; the {chol- — 
ler tor a ſmacke of vayne knowledge; The hin 
Merchant for increaſe of gaine; The husband-= taken by 
man tor the hope of a good harueſt ; Vhe vyorldly 
Sheepheard for the thriuing of his flocke. Co- men tor 
fiderthe torments which 1icke and wounded tralh. 
men indure for the recouery of a little corpo- 
rall healch; and the fenſuall perſon tor the ob= 
| teyning of his bettiall pleaſure. And be thou 
' ſureto beleeue this molt certaine truth ; that 
the pertect (c.uice of God deferues in no fort 
to be accounted painefull, in reſpect of that 
deadly aillietion and rorment, which the ty- 
ranny of our inordinate affections, & world- 
| > Iypretencesdoth dayly, and hourely put vs 
to. And know this withall, that {tl} the {tr6- 
| get thoſe paſſions grow, the more ynworthy 

eruitude doe they alſo grow, eucry moment, 
to hold thee in ; beſides the mortall wounds 
which they ofte inflict vpon the ſoule, wher- 
in ifit dye, it is damned withall . Whetas a (i) The 
true (i) Diſciple of this Doctrine of Chriſt out þ Ippines 
Lord, hath the happines to {tudy vnder the ot a true 


bare, and in the eye, of an 0muipotent Deciogr, ſeruant of 
N bis God, 
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He walkes perpetually ſecure, becauſe he is e- 
L uer in conformity, to the holy, and wiſe wil 
' of God. He isdayly gayning vpon himlclte. 
| He 1s ted, now and then, with particular c6- 
torts of Gods holyſpirit;zin compariſon wher- 
of, all the lying pleaſures of fleth and bloud 
are no better then a ſmoky chimney to a reder 
ſight. He findes himſelte generally to grow 
ſtated in a kind of quict 1oy,andan immouea- 
ble peace of mind; though this indeed, admits 
of £:eat yariety of degrees, more or leſle , ac- 
cording to his indeauour,and concourſe with 

the diune grace. 

w _— And although (© a man ſhould neuer 
bad ber 2Tlue to the very top of perfection ; yet that 
teion, is PIOPortion wherot he canot miſſe (it he faith- 
a good tully endeauour to procure it) will bea libe- 
ſtep to= rall reward of greater paines, then he can take, 
Wardsit, For beſides the contentment of being ſtill in 
ſtrife rowards God ; he will find it ſeated in 
his very ſoule, asa moſt certaine truth ; Thar 
the very meere delire of perteCtion, if it be a 
ſound one indeed, giues ſuch a ſauoury kind of 
comfort, as puts all the baſe contentment of 
this world to filence. By this endeauour he 
thall alſo be defended, not only from mortall, 
but euen from willfull yeniall finnes. And he 
Is already potleſſed , of as greatſecurity, as can 
be had in this mortall life of ours, that he 1s or- 
deyned for heauen, in reward of that reue- 
rence and obedience , Which heere he hach |} 
erformed , in learning and practiſing the | 


diuine Dodrine of Chrift our Lord; which he 
| cams | 
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came to teach vs with ſo infinite loue.. But yer 

| tucther we ought to be his enerlalting ffawves, 

in that he was pleaſed that ſo principall a part 

of this very doctiiie, thoula not 011y be de- 

Jizered , but thould remaine recorded, and 

written in holy Sc:iprure for our inituction 

and comtort, as paicly we haue ſeen altead:, 

and will yerappeare more particularly, in ue 

Chapter iollow ing. d 


Of thevnſpeakeable Tore of our Lord Teſus, m ordey-: 
ning, tht the grea ot part of us diyne Dos 
ctrine should rene 01 TY 35 all of 
thegre.t benefit wich growes toys 


by the boly Scripture. 
CHAP. 36. 


O uw clearly is our mercitul] God , as 
| good as his word, in tuiniling the pro- 
mile which he was pleated to make co vs by 
the mourh of the Prophet Eſ.y : Nop farce! utto- Iſe. 30 
bireatevhtra , Doctore;n ruum:;, C7 ertnt ocult 11.4 92- 
dentes preceptorein twin ec. and againe by the 
Prophet loel: Filty $194 exuliate, > loteinmm:! 718 
| Domio Deo veto , quia dedat vobus Doftorem Inuſtt- 
| tte . Our Lord will;10i make thy Doctovr fly awty any 
more , and thine eyes $hall (ce thy (® Veacher. 4d (2).\ moſt 
thine eares «hall heare the word of htm , who admon(= Icons 
beth thee behinde thy backe . This is the way, wall Py 
= gourntt. and decline you neither ro the right baud, Ke — 
hor to the left . Retoyce yee children of Sion , and be jo nyÞ «vv 
wyfulin the Lord your God ,bec.tri{e be ha;h gzurn you chug uf 
| a Dochour of luſtice. N 2 That man. 


"II REIT, Fo 


:—-———_—_— 


_ 


pre I D_—_——_—_—_—_—___ ow — 
196 Of the Loue of our Lord, 

That God did giue vs this Doctour for 
' the inſtruction of our ſoules, we know by 


faith ;and we feele by grace; and the Church 
his Spouſe, is dayly recomending it to our me- 
G) The mory. But (Þ) that yet, he was lo to be heere, 
3 as Neuer to remoue , euen as.t were , his viti- 
pture 
doth moſt ble in{tructing preſence trom vs; this bletling 
lively re- 15 chiefly affoarded to vs, by the holy Scrip- 
preſent ture. For therby we are dayly , and howetrly 
Chriſt trojd, ſo many particulars of his ſacred perſon; 
+>; fond * how he lookr, how he walkt, how he {pake, 
6-07 hop, how he groad, how he wept, how he prayed, 
 xyeyes, and how he preached, fo that belides his reall 
| preſence in the B. Sacrament (for ypon that I 
thall reflect heereatter |) we eltceme our {clues 
to have him ſtill even perſonall, atter a ſort, 
amongſt ys, and to be as it were, chayned 
with our eyes, to that diuine countenance of | 
&-/ his, and vvith our eares to thoſe heauenly 
vyords, and yvith our harts to thoſe immenſe 
benefits, yyhich vve tind him to haue povyred 
ypon our fore fathers, and by them on vs. 
Our Lord forbid, that vye ſhould be like 
that horſe or mule which hath no ynderſt.nding ; but 
yyhen the Maitter hath fed him tull, and far, 
doth abuſe his care, and giue him perhaps a 
kicke , inſtced of doing him painetull ſeruice; 
=_ and thatfor nothing elſe , but becauſe he 
ad bene ſo liberally fed. For euen ſuch thall 
we be, if the ziches of Gods mercy towards ve, 
(c) Conli- ſhould incline vs rather to a faltidious kind of 
der well contempr, tizenro an obſequivus reverence 6C 


= -y reſpect. It our (©) Lord lesvs had not bene fo 
CI Utils rg 
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and Sattour Teſus Chrift. 197 
ratious, as to inſpire his ſeruants to write 
i {tory ; or to enable his Church to preſerue 
it from the conſumption of tyme, and the 
Canker ot Hereſy , and the inundation of In- 
fidelity;how willingly would we haue ſould 
our ſelues into our ſhirts, to haue obtayned ſo 
great a fauour at his hands? If we thould only 
haue knowne, that when our Lord lived on 
earth, he had conuerſed with men; & had ex- 
preſſed himſelteto the, at large, by words;ſo- 
metimes by way of Sermos, ſometimes of Pa- 
rables, ſometymes at meales, ſometimes in the 
working of miracles; That he ſpake at large, at 
that ſupper which was the latt he _—_ on 
earth; and in the Garden, when he boyled 
himſclte in a bath of bloudy ſweate ; & ypon 
that Croſſe when he left his molt pretious life, 
in the mid{t of cruell rorments, and moſt bite 
terſcornes which brake his hart , (though in- 
deed he dyed, of pure lone to vs)but yet with- 
all thatthoſe words of his , were lolt , & that 
they had nor beene kept ypon record ; or if 
they had been kept, that now they coukd be 
found no more : WhatJabour, I ſay, would d) The 
we not endure; what charge would we not þ,e Fed 
vndergoe; what danger would we not in» knowled- 
curre with toy, ſo thatby meanes therof, one geof God 
word of his might be recoucred and knowne? who grow 
Andin thatcaſe, how thould we be ſtill ſoun- 29t in lo= 
ding it out with our tongues; and engrauing w_— = 
It ypon our harts, and entertayning our ſelues, nei he 
day & night, in the cogitatio & conteplation more 
therct ? But (4) now it may be feared, that they treat 
N 2 plenty Win Aux 
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plenty it ſelfe, hath made vs poore; and fami- 
Liaricy hath bred contemprt;and that our quea- 
ſy: ltomacks, are ouercomeand gonc, through 
tic only {meil of fuch a ſumptuous teait az we 
are inuited 10; whillt fuch a world of thoſe 
very words, winch Chrilt our Lord did vie 
in holy Scripune, are ſet bejore, not only 
Gr mind, but cuzn our very eyes and eare:, by 
ourholy mvitherthe Church, If ir beſo, ter vs 
pray, that heeratcer ſuch a great ingratitude 
may be farre from vs; and let vs beginne to 
cait our harts; at the feere of our Lord, for fo 
incomparable a fauour. 

The Canon of this holy Scripture, is 
therfore that which doth containe, as hath 
been iaid, the chiefett part of that dinine Do- 
Cirine, Which our Loid IEsvs came to teach 
on earth, 1 ſay the cheteſt part; for itisnot al, 
But our Lord Iesvs taught many things, both 
by himfelte, and by his Apoſ.Jes, which we 
are al! obliged to belecuc, and yer they are not 
expreticdin holy Scripture. And fo he told his 

(e) The 4793/25 and Diſaples: That (©) he had many things 
proote of io f.1y 19 them , but that then , they were not capable 
Travis. theroj. And the Textit ſelte doth alfo aftirme, 
Joan. 16: thathe conuerſed with them betwene his Re- 
ſurreii:02 and Aſcenſion , diſcourſing by the ſpace of 

Tiice fo PFoturiyd.tzes, of the kingdome of God, which is his 
Cuurch. And it cannotbe, bur that then , he 

told rhc of many of thoſe very things, wher- 

of ie had kaowne them to be incapable till 

thar tym? aac yetthe holy Scripture glues 

Very Lctic account therof. The Bapriſme of 

n- | 
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infants was not particularly taught in holy 
Scripture:the Sacraments indeed vere inſtitu- 
ted, by our B. Lord; and S. Pl faid, be world 
gue partrculty orders, mm that of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment ; when he should arrive with the Cormilii.ims, 
but what thole orders might be, we can know 
no otherwite, then by the tradition of the ho- 
ly Church. The Sabaoth, was tran{lated from 
the Satyrday , to the Stmday . Many Ceremontes 
of the old Law were abrogated, and ſome of 
them permitted, as namely(f Crrcamctſion, with 

many others ; and ſome even commaunded 
for atyme, as the abltayning from the eating 
of bloud, or ſtrangled meares, and the lite. 
But how long, or thort that tyme was to be, A 


1, Cor. tte 


(f)5. Paul 
did Cir- 
cumciſe 
Timothy, - 
Act. 15. 


we haue no newes out of holy Scripture : Nay - 


this Canon of the very Scripture, it feltc, 
wherin we are ſo happy as hath bene ſaid, and 
wherypon the Aduerſaries of the Church, for 
the diſguyling of their diſobedience and pride, 
will needs pretend to relye, as vpon the enticre 
rule of Faith ,> theſole1 udgc of controncrſies in rcli- 
gion, is no way declared to vs, by any one text 
ot holy Scripture. Bur it 1s only authorized (in 
reſpect of vs) by the voyce & ſentence of the 
holy ' Church. Many, & many other in{tices 
might bealſo giue; by the cleare light wherof, 
it would appeare, that the wi hole Dodrine of 

our Lord, is not conteyned 1 in holy Seraprar e. 
Nor (8) can it be truly ſaid to be all c6- 

tayned hr in any ſenſe, ynleſſe it be, he- 
cauſe the holy Scripture, doth plainely ſhevw 
che markes of the tzue viltble Church of Chriit 
N Wd ©!1r 


(s) In 
what 
{erle the 
holy 
Scripture 
May 1mn- 
properly 
be faid to 
contayne 
the wjivie 
DArine 
of Chriit 
Qur Lvuius 
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200 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
our Lord; and doth teach, that the decrees 
therof, are to be obeyed in all things, with- 
out appeale. Which Church, becaule ir poſſeſ- 
ſeth, and diſpenſeth that whole Depoſitum of 
true Doctrine, concerning the ſeruice ot God, 
which S. Paul did fo recommend to S. Timo- 
thy, the holy Scrip-are,, may in {ome ſenſe, be 
ſayd , to containe the whole dotrineof Saluaiton; 
becaule it ſends vs to the Church, which doth 
indeed particularly containe and teach it all. 
But neuertheleſle , it is certaine, and we {till 
confeſle it agayne and agayne, to the vnſpea- 
keable ioy of our harts, that the holy Scripture 
itſcife, holds the greateſt part of the Dodzne 
of Chriit our Lord. And therfore( as I was 
ſaying)much ot that which I deliuered before, 

concerning the exceilency ot his Dodrime, both 

may, and ought to be moit tly applyed to 

holy Scripture. And becauſe there occurreth 

ſomewhat concerning the particular eminen- 

cy of this holy booke, waich hath notparticu- 

larly bene touched before, I will heere the 

rather refle ypon it, becauſe we may call- 

ly ſee thereby, the dignity of our Lords loue 

therin. 
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How carefull ire muſt be, not toberashm the 
ye of holy Scripture : and of the great 


obſcurity theroſ. 
CHAP. 25. 


IRsT therfore, for our comfort, and to 
the end that no place at all might be left 

tor doubt , he was pleated that it thoula be 7, The 
written by the ſpirit of God; wherby (® It jnfalliible 
growes to be as true, as truth itfelte. And1n trath of 
this we are of {o firme beliete, as that there is holy 

not one ti:tle in it, for the defence wherof, vcripture. 
from the leait aſpertion of the leaſiiniury , or 
errour, we are not willing to lay down a mul- 
lion ot.liues. This is an homage which we 
neither owe, nor pay, to any other booke. 
Burt to this, it 15 molt due, both for the jr1e- 
tragable truth , which it carrieth ; and for the 
loue wherwith our Lord rcfolued, that in ca- 
ſes which did ſo much concerne vs, he would 
haue ys know his mind... Yet heerin his mea- holy 
ning was; that tiil] tor our relying vpon the Scripture 
true {ſenſe thereof, we ſhould be ruled , by our is infalli- 
betrers. For els how (®) intallible ſocuer the bly true 
holy Scripture weie, in it ſelſe, we might tout [:Ife, 
make it, through ourtavIt,an occalis of being V* hail 
much deceaucd , in the belicfe aid worihip of nn 
Almighty God,through the abundance of dif- ;, ee” . 
hicujty , vyBich is therin, as vvill joone be jibe inc r- 
mevyed. Inthe meane tyme, let vs cGtiuier the preted by 


(by) How- 


{oeuner 


ſupreme nobllity, which theſpuitof God hath the 
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vicd, in conueying his ſenſe, into theſe words. 

Though vvhy doe I ſpcake of any fin- 

gle ſenſe, as it there yyere but one; vyheras 

indeed, as it treats of high things after an hii- 

ble manner, {o though it treates of but a feyy 

things, it, doth it yet, after a copious manner; 

C:nfeſ.le Alia bumiliter, & pauca coproſe, as S. Auguſtine 

z2- £4Pe30. fair. Andrthe ſame excellet Saint, doth proue 

els vvhere at large, or rather he doth not ſo 

Jabouriouſly proue., astake it troma knoyvne 

ac; and certayne truth; Th. 0::t of few, and they, the 

' be 33+ ſelfe ſame words, 4 great number of moſt true ſenſes 

2 may bedrawice. He ſayth moreouer, That he can 

Jeid, c. 31. ſeeno reaſon , why the man who.wrote them (yvhich 

in his caſe yvas Moſes) should not be beleened to 

hauc knowne, and ſecne all thoſe ſenſes,tu thoſe words; 

(Per quem , Dens pius, ſacras literas, vera, & di- 

Tbid. c, x6, Herſs viſuris , multorum ſeuſibus remperaut.”) He by 

whoſe minislery , our Lord d:d accomodate, and tem- 

&c) S. Au. þ&r the words of holy Scripture, to the ſeucrall, and 

euſtine Yet all rrue ſenſes , which many men would puke out 

thewes from thence. "Che Saint, doch elſe yyhere, make 

the varie- the caſe his oyvne, and dceliuereth himſelte in 

ty offza- this manner. If (c) 1 had bene Moyſes , and that I 

_ h.id beene inioyncd to write the booke of Geneſis, I 
y SCrip- .” | 

ture: ang ould bane withed to baye had ſuch a guift of ſpeach, 

why he andſuch a way of compoſing ; as that they, who could 

tiar not yet pnderſtand,imwh.t maner God createth, shotld 

wrote it notfly off, from thewords, as being toohard for their 


did vai- capucty. And yet they agame , who were able to y1i- 


deritand derſtind u , (into whatſoeuer irae ſenſe or meaning 


moe oy they might baue come, by their conſideration therof ) 
ucrs len- ns - , n 
ſes might haue found , that the ſame , bad not bene 


left 
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and Sawour Teſus Chr1. ” 
left out in thoſe ſew words, which thy {ernant v{cd. 
And Jl any other m.11 hould yet , 1 the light of truth, 
hauc {une ſome other ſenſe; neither Should that al- 
ſo, have been jormd u aniingm his words. And this 
diſcourſe he fÞucicih yp, with ſaying thortly 
atter:; I willnot therſoie, © my Ged, be ſo| preciprta- 
red in 1:3 iudmcit,as to belecuc bat man,no! tohate 
deſerucd this fatutr it hy hands. 1Vathent doubt, 
Moytes ment, cid 109897, by thoſe rrores, when 
he wrote them, "Rn ſooner ie are able io find trite 
therin as alſo whatſocuc; them ustobejornd thou 
Weraiigl f11; dit, or 41 lraſt 10 Yet. H ow (> no- (d) The 
ble and How e &CC lienta th 11% aoth it; app care Nobiity 
by this, that F<: holy Scip1areis. And how of oly 
cat a benchit, and withail how high an ho- ICriptUTes 
nour la:h God mparccd to man , by putting, 
{uch a bookeinto his hand, as wherot S. Au- 
gasimelaih cls where, That our B. Sautonr is God 
bummed . and, ve holy Scripzuie is God procliymed, 
07 preached . And we may, by this excellent 
meanes, oy hens what he faith to vs when 
vve vill, ana inake him alſo heare, whatloc- 
uer yve hattea mind to iayto him 
Thefſturc; natuall excellency of holy 
Scriptrtre, 1s eudent, not ouly by the multitu- 
de of iu fenfes, vylich cren the ſame words 
aftoards ; buc by rhe N21 cerious expreſiion 
wh.ichirt makcs oft ECEVCc y things 6theryvilc. 
We my {ce ſaith Ta. Same; 1 thoſe Canoreall 'n his pros 
boy bes, COYt Ate 1056 1,7"D (; bl: fc viifes (FM C mm; LE: leg Onienae 
reſiud Qnitr,i; 1th 3 bb 'S's _ :bie CIT 7t of jords, ?, 
& ifit were a1; dof rr emu, Vit; 1d 10 the humanny; 
Or 45 4 Chr:st 144.4 tt a Magi: ver, , Wrapped mn louis; 
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* 104 Of the Love of oftr Lord, 

o as that euen therby, the height of holy Scripture 
dorh appeare . It rs alſo contrived , with ſuch a hind 
of temper , that ſomet yes it is obuious , and of eaſy 
acceſſe ; and ſomeytmes againe , very obſcure , & hard. 
Thus ſayth Father Salmeron. And S. Augu- 
ſtme giueth this indgment of it, That it 25 nor 4 | 
thing vnderiood by men who are proud , nor yet diſ= ' 
conered to ſach as are children . But that it is humble 
mn shew , and ſublme un ſubance, and ouerhadowed 
with mystertes. 

This follovying propoſition , at the 
firſt ſight, may ſeeme perhaps a little ſtrange, 
That / ond the very difficulty of the boly Scripture , to 
their vnderitanding , for whoſe initruction and com- * 
fort i: was written ; an argument should be fetchedro 
proue the greatnes of Gods loue eyen therin. But in it 
Salmeron ſelfe the thing is moſt fincerely true, & I vyill | 
2 Preicg. hope to make it cleere (by the helpe of that | 
So good man in the margent)out of the excellent : 

fruits vyhich grovy to ys by this very obſcuri- :; 
ry. I'vvill aſl procure to prooue, both out of | 

him, and the glorious 8. Auguſtine, that indeed 
It 1s very obſcure, and then hovy it grovves | 
to beſo; though the pride of Setaries be ſo 
great, as to make ecuen the profoundelſt Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt our Lord , to be moſt eaſy, 
vyhenſocuer themſelues yvill vouchſafe to be 
the Doctours of 1t. 
(e)The 8. (©) Auguitine vyho may vvell goe for * 
great obſ- gne of theyyonders of the yyorld in point of 
"= ig or VVit, did auoyy in his Confeſſions (vvherher 
Scripture, his humility vvould or no)that vvhen he was | 
not tyyenty yeares old, he ynder{tood m_ 
(3 


Covnf-[.1, 
3. Co 3» 


[. 


and Santiour Ieſus Chriſt . 105 
les Predicamets vyithout any teacher at al. And 
there he taketh God to vyitnes, That of baſel;e gy, 1, 
he read , and vnderſtood all the bookes, that he could ,, cap vis. 
procure , which wrote of any of the liberall arts. And 
' afterward hath thefe yyords:11hatſocuer I read, 
« concerning the arts, either of Logicke or Rbetor:che; 
, whatſoeucr of Geometry, Muſicke, and Aiithicitche, 
| I pnderſtood wihout any great dijjiculty , and with- 
out the infruction. of any man, as thou O Lord my God, 
| dof know. And yet to ſec how the ſame S. Au- | 
1] gruſtme,(being not atterward, at the only age . 
oft twenty, but more then twice as many yca- 
res (When he wrote the booke of his Contc(- 
i flons) doth well they how farre off he held 
' himlelfe, even then to be from being able to 
' vnder{tand the holy Scripture ; be but pleaſed 
| to read the ſecond Chapter of hiseleauenth 
| booke, where he begs light and ſtrength; and 
; 


coniures our Lord by fo many-many ntles 
| to inſpire him with the ynderitading thero!, 
| with ſoardentaftection, and almoſt attiiction 
of minde ,'that it would in a manner, halte 
{ greeuc ones hart, to ſee him'in ſuch {traites, 
See alſo,1:: another place, if the eye of his ioule 
| (with hauing in it fach a dcale of the Eagle as 
It had) did not tremble, and dazle, with be- 
houlding the miſtery , 2nd maiclty ot holy 
Scripture . For thus he ſaith, ſpeaking oi the 
] firſt words of the tirit booke , which is that of | 
| Geneſis . Mira «ft proſynditas 247. 17 cuderfull (airh Confif. 1, 
the Saint) s the profoymdics of thy words , wherof 1246. th 
get behold, the ſuperfictes , or appearance, doth cnc 
ſmile vpon vs little ones . Bat yetthe projoundaes ther - 
of 
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* ar At Df che Lowe of our Lord, 
Prot: +; inthe ſameholy Scripture, as is aboundantly 
fol. los proued by Salmeron , and (amonglt other in- 
? itaces) he theweth how the Prophet Oſee ſaith 
oi his owne prophecy, in the end therof,/ho 
25 wiſe :har he may vuderſtand theſe things , and vhs 
i 1ntellzgen, that be may know them? Which im- 
plyeth not yet, An impoſſibuity, but only a 
Tu Proem. © cat aifhculty,as $. Hierome nores. And S. Pe- 
! x. Com- teraffirmeth, that there were ſome paſſages in the 
ment,in Epiſtles of S. Paul hard to beynderſtoed , which vn- 
Gſe. Sable, vulearned people , did pervert towards their | 
2. Pet. 3* gp perditton , as they alſo did other ſcriptures. 

So they allo doe, in theſe dayes, wher- 
ſocuer hereſy harh ſet her clouen foote. And þF 
that complaint is moſt juſtly made in theſe ſad 

Epiſt® 13, tymes of ours, which S. Hzerome made in his 
as Pas tyme. Agricole, Comentariy, ſubri metallorum &c. 
Clownes, Daubers, Smythes,11/ood-clcauers, Butchers, 
Dyers , and the like, cannot learne their trades, with- 
o:1t ateacher. But euery prating old woman , euery 
dorig old man , and every wrangling Sophiiter ; and 
2:1 fire , who will, may preſume to lay hold vpon holy 
Scripture, and to roſſe it, and teach 3:,before they hane 
learnt it . Andfor my part I conteſle, thatin my 
lite I have norheard of many thinges, which 
might make a man laugh and weepe both 
at once; then , that one paſſing once in a pri- 
ſon of London, from one chamber to another 
with a candle in his hatid, which the winde 
blew out; and ſtepping in hard by to lightit | 
in alittle Seljar, where Ale and Beare was 
to be ſould, he found the Tapſtcr Very graue- 
Iy leaning vpon abarrell, with lus By m— 
; am 
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and Sauour Teſus Chnift. 20g 
ing open before him . And forfooth he was 
in ttudy of the Propheſy of Ezechte!l So that 
I know not whether 1gnorice be more blind, 

or pride more bold . Bur theſe kind of men 
may learne to be confounded when they con- 
ſider that euen the B. Apoſtles, atter they had 
heard fo many Sermons and Faiables deline- 
red and expounded by Chriſt our Loid him- 
ſelte : And ater hauing Intoyed his diuine Co 
verſarion tor the {pace of three yeares roge:iker, 
were yetſ{o fare from vaderſtanding th. clenſe 
of holy Scriptures, that our Lord hunſejte was 
tayne, immcdiatiy before fiis Alcention, to ape 
peare to them exprelly for this purpoſe, that he 
might inftrv& them, and open their meaning 
to them. Which 1 may futhcieniy ierue to thery 
how full of « factilty they are in theielues, & 
how impoſiblc C0) be adeefiood | OUT by the 
particular tauour of that Doctor of our foules, 


How the holy __ re growes tobe ſo very bid 
end of ihe giifiniie w ſe lone whichour Lord 
hath chewed to Ps euen ther, 


GC HAT. 35. 


| wo touch, ina few words, out of S.:{me- 
70, the chiete reatons which male the ho- ; 
ly Scriprureſo very hard, thatſo i may come noe S 
thew, how the tender loue of our meicity 1a) The 
Lord doth enidzncly apneare ke Vo, CU21 MC!- heighe of 
in. This (®) dic} ulcy t> partly uf ed, by the the miſte= 
magnitude and mlicude of the mylivries, ries of 
which ace there deliucres, ſurvailing aj} Rhu- CHrTIAR 
Q rmane Regen 
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210 Of the Loueef our Lord, 

«& mane vnderſtanding , and which are able et 

uen to amaze the minde. As thatof the B. Tr:- 

nity , the Predeiii24:jon and Reprobatton of ſoules; 

The Incarnation, death, and Reſurrefwn and Aſ- 

cenſion of the ſonne of God . The In$tuution of the B. 

® Sacrament, & ſuch like . The variety cuen of li- 

C terall ſenſes, wherof the very ſame woids are 

« capable, and which are alſigned by the holy 

« Fathers themſelues ; befides thoſe other ſenſes 

(b)Pre- Which arc mifticall, and ſparituall: The (Þ) Pre- 

ditions dicHons of Future things , which doeabound in 

of future holy Scripture , and which , as they be hard, 

thinges. even in theirowne nature, ſo heere,they were 

« much harder to be ynderſtood, becauſe rhe ho- 

ly Ghoſt, had ſometimes an expretle defigne to 

hide the, ynder certaine metaphors, to the end, 

that onthe one ſide, they might lye cloſe, fro 

® thenotice of wicked kings, (who otherwiſe 

& would haue putthe Prophets to preſent death) 

«& and on the other fide, that thoſe myſteries 

« might grow, in fit tyme, by meanes _— 

« and other diltgences , to be conceaued, and 

« knowne by the fairhfull people of God. The 

ſeeming of eudent contradiftion , which is in ſeue- 

rall places of holy Scripture. As whete it is af- 

& firmed, that God ſaid, ypon the ft day, let light 

& be made, and light wes made;anc vic itiaallo ſaid, 

(c) Varie- That the ſunne was made ypon the four b diy. The 

ety of ton- Yariety (©) of tongues, Wherin it was written, 

PuUes, and into which it is tranſlated, euery one | 

Cd) Mol- \herof hath ſcucrall manners of ſpeach and {| 
tieudes of eral! Procerbes and Parables. The great mul- 


T £ k 4 hx ; : 
ns tirude of (d) Tropes and Figures, of all kinds; 
ET which 
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and Sauiour Teſus Chit 2rx \ 
which euery where doe ſo abound, that cuen 
the moſt learned, haue inough to doe. The 
extent (e) of ſo many Arts and ſciences , as are (e)The 
comprehended by holy Scripture; without .c;4 and 
the ynderitanding wherof , it cannot allo be ſciences, 
ynderitood . The (f) multitude of yniuer- which 
fall propolitions, which yer are not vniuerſal- _— 
ly to be vnderitood; as, All things are Lapfull to ha Con 
me , bus all things are not expedrent &c. | he great orehbend. 
number (8) of places , which arc tubject to an 
ambiguous ſenſe; both by reaſon of divers di- ,, IJ, 4 
ſtint perſons in one, and the ſame diuine na= gg q,jj 
ture (as in the B. Trinity) as alſo of diuers na- propolis 
rures in one, and the ſame perſon, as thedi- tions _ 
uine and humane nature of Chriſt our Lord. whichyet 
The (®) two different ſtates of the Church, = l on mY 
Militant and Tryumphanr, and the (i)double eake. 
comming of our B. Sauiour, once in humili- 1,4. 
ty to redeemme vs, & once in Maletty to judge ſtood, 
vs. The(*)ſuddaine and inſtant changeot the 
perſons, who are brought in, to ſpeake , anc (o) Places 
the perſons alſo of the, to whome the ſpeach Lie wo 
is made ; which is very often vſcd, in the P70- yariety of 
phets and Pſalmes . Neither (1) are all things ſenſes by 
meant to, be inioyned to all, but ſome things _ M 

| ; ijuerſities 
only to certaine, and peculiar perſons; by the Fo 
not knowing of which difterence, vnaduiſed g perſ5s, 
men areled on, toerrour. The (m| eaſy and fre- (h) The 

O 2 quent different 

ſtates of the Church. (i) The double comming of Chriſt out 
Lord. (k) The fuddaine change from one perſon to anotbecr, 
(1) The limitation of thinges inioyned to ſome and not to a« 
thers, and yet no limitation expreſſcd. (m) The eaſy paſſage 
which is made from the letter to rhe ſpirit; and from tempo= 
rall thinges to eternal), - 
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T12 Of the Lowe of our Lord, | 
= quent paſſage from the letter to the ſpirit, from c21- 
« Nall things to ſpirituall; from temporall to e- 

ternall;from the Kings of Iſraell, to the King 

Mellias;zand ſo allo , there is often paſſage the 

other way from the ſpirit, to the letter, and ſo 
© inthe reſt. It is alſo made very hard, by the 
_ of Equiuocatio (®)of words, wherot the Hebrew 
wot -_ rongue, is {otull . Which ſince it wasthe firſt, 
Hebrew and conſcquently the moſt compendious, and 
tongue.) ſhort, of all others; it mult neceſlarily containe 
« many ſeuerall fignifications, in few words. 
« And from hence 1t growes, that generally ſuch 

variety hath bene found, in the Tranſlations 
of the old Teſtament, and ſome part alſo of the 


og new . Nay (®) the yery difference in placing a 
+ w4 as point”, doth make ſometimes a different ſenſe; 


points and ſodoth the manner either of writing or 
&c. pronouncing a propotition. As namely (whe 
: &« It 15ambiguous, whether any thing be athrma- 
tively, or Ironically, or Interrogatorily to 
 beread). This, with more 1s ſhewed , by Fa- 
ther Salmeron. 
For theſe, and for many other reaſons, 
the vnderſtanding of holy Scripture 1s very 
hardly learnt; and welſee by ſad experience, 
what diuifions doe abound in the world b 
occaſion therof; when men will call diſobe- 
dience and pride by the name of holy Ghoſt, 
and Euangelicall liberty . There are amongſt 
Seftariss of ſeuerall cuts, and kindes, fixteene 
different opinions concerning their Doctrine 
of Juſtification . All which they ſeucrally doe 
Fer pretend to be grounded in holy Scri _ 
an | 
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and Sauionr Teſw Chriſt. 272 
and yet this Scripture it is, which they will 
haue to be ſo cleere and plaine. And vpon < 
thoſe tower words , Hoc eſt corpus meum, This is 
my body , there are almolt touretcore diuerti- 
tics of opinion. (p) The 
Our aduerſarics themſelues, doc by their many and 
dzeds of diſagreement with one another, pro- great 
clayme the dithculry of holy Scripture; which goods we 
yet in words they will deny;thatſo they may 5**f wh - 
be excuſed 1n making it fay what they liſt. bas = 
Therruth is this; Thatindeed it is full of dit- hats | 
ficulty,and our Lord who madeit{o, did with Scripture, 
infinite loye prouide therin for our good, and See Salme- 
thar, more wayes then one. For (?) thetby we 707 Vbs 
are obliged,as Father Salmeron doth alfo fur- Jupra. 
ther ſhew, to confeſle the vnſpeakeable wiſe- (q) We 
dome (4) ot Almighty God , which doth infi- p,guohe 
nitely ſurpaſle all knowledge, or conceyte of t9 a preat 
ours ; euen then , when he youchſafeth ro ex- beliefa of 
preſſe himſelfe by words, the ordinary figniti- the high 
cation wherof we vnderſtand. And (*)}by rhis Wiſedom 
meanes he depreſſeth pride in vs, and depriues 7" Gods 
ys of all confidence in our felues. Heerby(*he (r) Our 
: -/ \ /- . PRE 
doth alſo ſtirre vs vp,to make, with all humili- 1, þje 4, 
ty, moſt carneſt prayerto his diuine in maieſty (41, ſpur- 
that he will open to ys the ſecrets of tis law; res vs on 
as we ſee S. Auguitine did, and all the Saints to prayer, 
haue done; & eſpecially King Daxid, who was #/4%.1% 
euerſinging of this ſonge. ( $28 FLY 
It alſo growes, through the great ob!- o te bo 
curity of holy Scripture,that the Church is fi]- , 8 
I:4 with much variety (*) of diuine knows- knowledg 
ledge; neither is there that poſſibility, to draw in the 
AF | ſe:;c- Churche 
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bf 274 of the Toue of o'r Lord, 
1 e ſeuerall true ſenſes our of plaine & eaſy places, 
4: as out of ſuch as are obſcure: According to that 


of S. Augustine , Theobſcnrity of diuzne Scripture is 
F profiiable for this , that ut begetreth &+ brengeth ro_light 
® ſecerall Doctrines of truth , whn]ſt one man , vnder- 
« tandeth ut after one manner, and another , after ano- 
(n) It :ber. And(®)forthis very reaſon allo learned 
breeds di-..1 are incited to a more diligent, andear- 
- roghy nelt ſtudy therot . And conſequently they wil 
24:5 oe -- entertaine that knowledge with more ouſt, 
conſerae Which they haue acquired with more labour. 
jn memo» This (*) obſcurity, is alſo a cauſe which makes 
ry- _ vs purify our ſoules the more, becauſe like, loves 
(x) It n- jj; the . And holy things will neuer be well 

eeth vs comprehended , but by holy perſons. 

" 3& _ _- Moreouer it helpes to maintaine and 
F.)ie make good, that order (7) in the Church, 
Od ah to Which our Lord God hath thought ht to hold, 
main- | in the diſpenſation of his guifts and graces. 
taine the For as the ſuperiour Angel s, doe illuminate 
Church ) them who are inferiour; ſo hath he bene pleca- 
indue fu? 1 that amongſt men, ſome ſhould excell o- 
ordinatio, pers in learning , and diuine knowledge, 
& Order - . 

*” + © Who, as Doctours and Paſtours might inter- 
(x) It ſa-| pret the ſame to others . It (z) keepes impure 
veth and wicked perſons, from knowing thoſe mi- 
Pearles ſtcries which belong to God; wherof they are 
from = vaworthy & yncapable, fince they will not 
x ht vic them well. And our Lord himſelfe hath 

THY? faid in his Ghoſpell, that ſo it was fit to bez 
he. and that ſecing, they might not ſee; and that hearing, 
Matte 3. 9 myht not vnderitand , and that pearls muſt not 
” © becaft before ſwyne. 


And 


| . 2159 
And laſtly, thefrailty of our corrupted , 
nature is excellently my for , by this 


meanes ; fince throug the dithculty which 


we find in holy Scripture, we are (3) —_ in 
reuerence,and in a kind of holy awe; w 


D Vw 
(a)Itnott- 
riſheth ys 
CIAS in reuve- 


ifthroughour , they were familiar, and gaue rence and 


ea(y acceilc toafl comers, they might{through a holy 
our fault) grow inſtantly to be contemned. 2We- 
On the (Þ) ather ide, if all the parts thereof () The 
were harda like, we ihould giue ouer to ſecke, bn > _ 
that, which we deſpayred ro find. And ther- ph with 
fore the good pleaſure of our Lord, hath bene hard, and 
to make the holy Scriptures obſcure, yet with eaſy thin« 
a kind of plainenes; and plaine, but yet with g<5,and 
a: obſcurenes. That by their plainenes, in ſome *Þi3is of 
places, they might illuminare vs; and ky their ___ vie 
difficulty in others, they might exerciſe ys. w_u 
And that the eaſy places might helpe vs to- 
wards the ynderſtanding of the hard ; and the ® 
hard , might ſerue to imploy our wits, and to ® 
make vs bes withall, how much we are ® 
_ to God, for hauing made ſome others » 
caly. 

E And this is the ſubſtance of that which 
Father Salmeron hath delivered, both con- 
cerning the reaſons, which make the holy 
ny <9 hard, and the fruits which grow to - 
vs therby. Through which we may eaſily (0) A des 
diſcerne the tender and wiſe care, and lone !Ponſtras 
of this diuine DoRour of our ſoules. Not on- {1,9 - : 
ly in giuing vs ſuch excellent lefſong but for _{. 
bauing done it in ſuch an admirable manner; Lord eo 
a5 (©) . whilſt we are ſtudying them, we vsin thie 

| - Og avaſt patticuay 


216- Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
mult (almoſt, in deſpighrt of our owne proud 
hartes) be imploying our ſelues witnall, both 
vpon the exerciſe ot prayer, and the practiſe 
of the ſolide vertues, of humility, patience, o- 
bedience, purity, and charity. And if yet, 
we thal nor think, that our Lord hath chewed 
vs loue inough, in gluing vs ſuch an cx- 
cellent DoRtrne, and that in ſucha tathion, 
as hath bene heere deſcribed, as ſeeming that 
this lone, hath more of the ſolidin it, then of 
the ſweer, let vs calt our eyes ypon the next 
two Chapters , which are to follow this. 
Wherin I will briefly endcauour to ſhew, the 
exceſhuerend-rnes of the diuine lone ,, which 
our Lord doth beare to the ſoulz of man. And 
which, he hath bene plcaſed to {hew, in the 
Teitaments, both old and New . Wherby he 
proues himſelte not only to be our God, and 
our Father ; but our mother alſo, and our 
Spoule, and in tine ourall in all, which may 
any way concerne , the bearing ot an infinite 
loue to vs. 


Of the great tendernes of the Lowe of our Lord which 
is 5hewed to man by the exp:eſſe words of boly 
Scrijture: and fiſt of the old Textament. 


CG H AIP. 39. 


If N the B:yſe, they are wont to aske 1n-come 
mers, "4, hey would hane, and what they lacks, 
as if they were able to ſupply all wants; and 
tat man could not ſeeke tor more;then rhey 


had 


nb 


ch 
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had the meanes to make him find. But yet 
ncuerthelefſe, when the buyer gro-ves to put 
them to it; and in particular to deſire that, 
wherof he hath particular need ; many things 
are not to be had; and their ponerty, orill 
prouition doth ſoone appeare. This diuine _ 
booke of holy Scripture, 13 another manner of _y 
ſtorc-houſe , (*) of rhe tender, and maternall oi g 
Joue of our Lord God to man . Nor are we Pagel; 
ſubicct ro any kind of miſery, wherot the :&- is a plen- 
medy is not there at hand; nor can any 2te- vt. fore 
&ion be thought ypen, veherwich as hath toute 
been ſayd , he did not vouchſate to velt hun- ®Rcre 


ſclte, in moſt patncticali words, to tie end gu —_ 
IE EoataCkict atloe- 
oF _ -F 112! 4 IN ; «® 

that we might be we!lailtred of his !ncompa e:reogd 


rable loue . It would grow to be a large vo- thiogthey 

Lume, if a man would take hould of many waar, 

paſſages, amengit the multitudes of them, 

which are t].cte pieſented, eſpecially if he 

ſhould ponder tem ashe goes. Ir ſhall rther- 

fore ſut3-e becaule I make hait to the reſt) to 

pointonly atiome very few; anato leaue e- 

uen them, 16 tae contemplation of my pious 

reader. | 

We thallÞ) ezfily dicerne therin , the (Þ) The 

indulgence and deernes of his louc z and the _ Ones 

RR LT ge POR er loue 

Toy to which he inuites Vs by his holy Pro- ,F 

phets. We thall not ceaſe from wondring, to Lo, e, 

find a God of infinite Matetty, defceiid fo how Preſſed 

and to tranſlate himſelie co ſuch a language of moſt 

ſoueraigne , and moſt {weet mercy . We thall cleerly in 

ice, how he declares, and doth, euen (as it noly 

were) yaunt himſcl:c to be wholly _ and Yriprure. 
OW 


21 ine Loue of Outy Lora, 
how he hath created and redeemed ys, and 
how, in him, we bad our beginning: & that 
in him, we thall haue ourend, without any 
end: and how ttill, betwene thoſe two extre= 
mes, he would not haue vsſo much as feare; 
bur thatin ail ouraccidents, and occaſions, he 
would protect, and conduet, and carry ys free 
from all thadow of hurt. We thall alſo ſee, 
how this Lord of Hoſts, who hath preuented 

ys with ſuch aboundance of benedictiss, doth 
ſill behold vs, with the ſame eyes of ſtrange, 
and tender pitty ; notwithſtanding that we 
forſake him, and deſpiſe his law, and forfeyt 
his fauour, and dithonor him to the yttermoſt 
of our power . And how , inſteed of ſpitting 
vs, by the furious breath: of his mouth, into 
the flames of hell; thoſe armes of his mercy, 
are ſtil] extended towards theſe wormes of a 
earth, to keep vs thece;he doth, as it were, for- 
get himſelfe, toremember vs; and he ponders 
the offences which we comir againit an om- 
nipotent God, not ſo much in the nature of 

2 God, as of ſome deere and tender friend, 
who had bene diicourteouſly and vnkindly 
vied by his friend . We thall fee haw he repre- 
ſents the littie ſatisfation which the world, 
and {inne can giue to a ſoule; and how abun- 
duly he had reſolued to bleſle vs, in the depth 
(c)He de- of his loue, if we would haue candy Ty) 
oY his ſeruice. How he (©) compares himſelfe to 
os ds 8 mother, and then proteſts, that his loue ex- 
moſt ten- c<eds any mothers loue . How he compares 
der com- himfeltc to a Spouſe, but proteſts that he loues 
pariſons, | Vs 


- 
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ys more, then any Spoule can doe. 
Andnow , though he make ſuch Court 

to.Vs, it is not for lacke of Wiſedome, to ſee 

how much he is wronged ; nor for lacke of * 

power, to right himſclte. Forhe diſcernes, 8£ 

weighes, and ſtill he wonders at vs for it. And 

(asit he were not able to wonder as much as 

the caſe deſerues) he inuttes the whole world 

to doe it with him . He declares it by fimili- 


| tudes, & ſhewes how the very beaſts are more 


men, then wee . He askes vs what caule he 
hath given vs, that we ſhould be ſo vnkind? 
He aiſures ys, that if he puniſh vs now and 
then, it is for our greater good, & for no long 
tyme. That(®) he is (as 1t were) contcut, 10 
religne his office of being our Iudge, and that 
he rakes his caſe to be ſo cleere, and that the 
wronge is ſo very foule, on our fide ; that he 
will ſubmit himſelfe to the ſentence of our ve- 


(d) Infi- 
nite lone, 


4 ry neighbours, and friends; (When once his 
af allegations and our anſ{wercs are produced) 
1, to ſee whether euer he were wanting to vs,on 
y his part; orif we haue not bene inexcuſable- 
ON Ours. 
l, And then, notwithſtading that we are | 
%g ſodeteſtably taulty, as to haue deflowred, and Lhorawd 
h defiled our ſoules, with all commers, & vpon rogens, 
A all occaſions; and notwithſtanding that he [er7em. ry. 
O repreſents himſelfe, as hauing Lboured for our Mift of 
| 00d, exen till he was weary ; and that forfeare of j** ue? 
3 . . 29 : eTHOSTIOOS 
* Long prevented, he hadrzyjcn early 20 the mor-"\,,,pu,y 
s wng to ſeeke vs; that , becauſe we were gone ſe- conſurgs 
c uerall waics, he had ſent alt by Prephers , and ſer- ai'uculos 

| Karts, Iet' 35s 
— 
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wants to find ys out. And that although in the 
tyme paſt, we had bene ſo wicked, as notto 
yalew oreltecme his ſollicitations; Notwith- 
ftanding (I ſay) all this, and an intinite deale 
ot other excellent demonitrations of his loue 
(which I ſhall not haue, ſo much as meanes to 
rouch) this God of pity, doth {till diſpoſe 
himſeli, ro Court, and woo vs, tor the ryme 
to com2, that we will returne to him, vvith 
ſuch vaſpeakeable deernes, as it his very God- 
head lay vpon it; and as1t it vycrc not vve, 
YVito yvere the vyretches, and vvyere to be 
the damned fouls, it vye did not inftantly re- 
-pent; but as it himlelic yvere to bc but afoli- 
tary kind of God in heauen , vnleile he might 
haue vs there, to communicate jus oy vne te= 
licity to vs. And then, incaſe that vve yvill 
hearken to him, he proteſteth that he yyill 
pardon vs; that he vvill purity vs; that he will 
forgetthat euer vve had ſo much as offended 
him; and that it he performe not theſe mercies 
to vs, he is content, that the vyvhole vyorld 


ſhall reproach him tor it. 
To this exceſle (©) doth the hart of our 


'e) Our 

= ſub- Lord God extend it ſelfe , toyyards his poore 
mits him- creatures, inthe vyay of tender loue. The 
ſclfe to hart fay of God; vyho being the fountaine 
thole of Maieſty and glory, diſdaines not toliue (as 
Jawes of ;, vvere)by ſuch layyes vvith vs, as are yvotto 
=> hauec force, amongſt mortall men. And ve- 


rily , it his ovene holy fpirithad not youchſa- 
tween fcd to record thele things in holy vvrit, at 


manangJ Vvould haue looked , like, little lefle, then 
maſts blai- 
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blaſphemy in vs , to haue imputed fuch affe- 
ctions to him ; wheras now 1t 15 ſoueraign® . 
bounty 1n him 1 to make proteſ]1o of inch things 
tovs. And to the end you may (ce, that it 15 
not I, but he that {| eakes ; I wall frame his 
oyvne vyords, vvith as little variation as may 
be) into a context; ( t\thatſo you may the be:- 
ter iudoe therot ; and be the more huely infla- 
med therby. 1 hough Icannocfometymes but _— 
vie ſome very few vyords of mine ovyn ther- FP. 
in; as vvell tor the connexion of the difcourle, ,,, — 
vyhichis drayyne out of ſeucrall places; as for Pts Io 
the more cleere and cordiall y nderftand) 117 a CONtEX&o 
therof.- Bu: [ yyill piace the beginning of e- 
very ſuch Latin ſpeach, in the margent, as [ 
ſhall reflect v pon in the text. 1 hat ſo it may 
be found and ſcene , hovy I haue not fvyar- 
ued one vvhit trom the ſcope and Gritt of the 
holy Gholt , in the expreſſion vvhich he 
makes of his loue to man, norin eflect trom 
the very vYords themly ues, FETs 
Retovce | (aith our Lord with Terifaloms; © mA. 
doe yottexult with her, all you who loge her. Rerovce Fr 
with 1 20) , all you who: mourne ouer her; that you 1 'f ax c. 9" 
ſucke, and ſo be fulled , bythe bre.s#ts of hc 7 Coltfolt! 15. 665 
That you may tabe milhe from her , and jo oxterfio12 
wich delights , throueh the abſolute, and excillert 
greatnes of her glory . For th "1s our Lord. Behold 
1 will powre downe , voy ber , Unegory ofthe Gen- 
tills, I l'ke a jlood of peace: and [1 E 2 Ver v TevroHht winch 5 _ 
ouerflowes ; and which yo Shail frrh. Ton chal ve P90 "_ 
carried cloſe to her beſts, ny they 51:11 8 dand le eos id bl 
You ypon therr kf y ONEW G5 A 719{96r doth dandle who 
Fer {(pPeaRess 


(f) Why 


MT Ko 
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ber little one;zuſt ſo will I comfort you, and you shall be 
comforted in leruſalem.Tog shall ſee ut, and your harts 
shall rezoyce,& your very bones hall grow & ſpring, as 
zf they were graſſe , and the hand of your Lord, shallbe 
knowne to hy ſcruants, and be will be in tndignation 


Andite againittherr enemes. 


ates Harken to me , ſayth our Lord , thou houſe of | 


Ijrael.&7c. Tacob, and alltheremnant of the houſe of 1ſraell . Tot 


ſa, 46, who are conceaued m my wombe, and who are carried | 


by me about, in my very bowells . And 1 will carry 
Yor 0n, till you come to old age , ana euen ts the me#t 
decreps-e ſtate therof . It is 1 , who made you, and [ 
_  woullcarry you: 1 will condutt you,and I will ſaut you. 
Pac dicit Tj;z; ſaith thy Lord , who created thee, O Iacob , I, 
Domm's po framed thee, O 1ſraell . Be not affraid, for 1 haue 
Ya. 43 redeemed thee ; and I hawegiuen thee thy name ; and 
mane owne thou art : When thou halt paſſe through 
the waters, I will be with thee, and the floods Shall 
wot couer thee . When thou shalt walke through the 
very fire, thou shalt not be burnt , nor 5hall the flame 
ſo much as offend thee. 
Yet all this Joue and care of mine, 
hath not bene able to cotaine thee in any ter- 
In ern mes; But ypon the Top of everyb1ll, and ynder the 
colle ſubli- 1,010 of cuery shade , thou haft proftitured thy ſelfe, to 
mi. eres 2" ,1t impurity, like abarlot. 1 planted thee as 4 choyce 
pznefard , a a grayne of true, and faythfull ſeed; and 
bow art thou therfore growne, to be ſo ynſit to yeild me 
fruice? I hedged thee round about, 1 picked all the ſto= 
nes out of thee ;, 1 bult vp a bouſe tnthe midst of thees 
and | placed 4 wine-preſie un thee. And I expected that 
thog shoulddt haue brought forth ripe grapes , & thou 
£aucft me none , but ſuch as were ſower . Come ther- 


fore 


_— mere —" 
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fore(s) O you Inhabitants of 1eruſalem, and you men (g) He is 


of 1uda, and doe you tudge betwene me, and this vine= content 
ard of mine. IWhat was I to hage done,more thewb.t to be 11d- 
I did * Has | not to bane expected grapes, and hathut = TR 


rendred me ought but veriayce? | y o_ ve. 
a I . «oe . f ! ry 1C:UCcss 
I maue not thee, take ſerurcpames , for the y,, _ 


ebLittons which thou wert to ofjcr me . Nor «1d I £34 t ſerure 

thee toyle , and trouble, in the procuring of ſrauker- fect xc. 

cenſe for me . But thou haſt made me a ſlaueo thee, by lerem, 4g. 

thy ſinnes ; thou hast put me to [avor, by thine 1mu;- 

ties . Tet 5hll 1 am my ſclje , 1 am that very he, whe 

wipe away thime amquaiics, for mine owne ſake; and 

I wil! n0t retame the memory of thy ſues . Cai! me 

at length ro mand, and let thee , and rae, berudged to- 

geather ; and fay , if there be any thing, which thos a 

cauſt alleadge 131 excuſe of thy ſelje. Ti! me, O my "= : - iT 

people , what offence huue 1 committed agatns1 :hee; or fect nb? 

wherin haue 1 becne troubleſome to thee * Anſwere mich. 6, 

me. Orat leait, O you heaucns do you gine eare, and Audite 

harken O thou earth , for the Lord thy God bath ſpo- cli & Ce 

kent. 1hbavebroyeit vp children , and 1 have exal- 14. t« 

ted them ; but they, on the other ſide , haue deſpiſed 

me. The Oxe bath kiiowne his owner, and the Aſſeihe 

Manger of his Matster ; but Iſradl hath not krowne 

me ; ard mypcople hath no vnderſt.angug of me. Let Gllupeſer 

the heagens be anzazed at 11175, and let ihe gates therof. te calt ſus 

eucn tremble and shincr . Ver my peofic nath done (#70 P73 Þoc. 

wicked things. They baue ior(okou me , who am the & 5107*.30 

foumtameoj liyino iwareri, and they 1a: made cer- 

ame leaking ceficres for themfelues , where no wa- 

zer can be kept . Hearn rome O lac, and Iſrael! gyudi ma 

home I call. 13451 zy jelfe: 1am the firſt,and I 15105 554. 

«mthe liſt. Thus , O 1{racil, (anth thy Lord, & thy */4. 4s 
hu's 


| 
| 
| 
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| boly redeemer, I am the Lord thy God, who teach thee 
profitable things ; and who condatt thee in the way, 
: where thou walkeſt . O that thou hadſi applyed thy 
ſelfe to the keeping of my commaundements. Thy peace 
Should then , haue bene as any fload ;, andhy tustice,as 
the very ſwelling mouth of the ſea . Aud thy of-ſpring, 
” "ROGGETE and ſeed , as plentijull as theliitle $ones, or ſands, v- | 
mundi e» $013 the shove therof. Tea be thou yer clezne at Liſt, be 
ſtore, ſa.n, prure; away with thy witked thoughts, out of my fight. 
Makeonce anendof being peruerſe. Learne to doewel; 
ſeeke wagment ; ſuccour the oppreſſed , Doe tuſtice to 
the Orphane; defend che widdowe ; and then come and 
reproach me , if I make notgood my word . For if thy 
ſfunnes should be as ſcarlet , they shall become 4s white 
| as ſnow ; and of they $20uld be as red as varmilion, they 
| ute Wow Shallbe as cleane , as the pure$t woll. 1 know thon 
Doraings 14ſt ſ444, Our Lord hath forſaken me , our 
dereliquis Lord hath forgotten me. But 1whar ? can the mo- 
meegc. ther forget her snfant,or can she faileto take pitty v- 
Iſa. 49. fon the child of her owne wombe? Andihottoh »be 
Should , yet will not 1 forget thee . Behould 1 hanem- 
Quareer- orguen theetm my tery hands. by hath my people 
- =F ſaidiome, Wevvill depart, and come to thee 
a trem, No More?Can the virgan forget her gorgeous attires, 
*4 or can the Spouſe ſorget the ornament which she wea= 
reth ypoiz ber beat? Tet my people haih forgotten me, 
Fulgo di- 1 cannot tell how long . It is commonly ſaid among 
cirur Eres J0u1ſ a man diſuunſeht;u1/e, and dhe marry another; 
Ierens «> wWiillthathusb.nd ever reſort to her agame * Shall not |} 
that woman be held for au impure defiled creature? | 
But thog , bait committed Fornication with 14any = 
wers ; and j2t, returne to me (ſay Þ our Lord) and 
I w.llreceaue thee . Looke vp,and conſiaer where _ | 
ci? 


| 
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ha not provlituted thy ſelfe . Thou hast gotten thc _, 
face of a Harbot , and thou wouldſt not blush . Tes 
now at Lift call ypon me, and ſay , i hou art iny 
Father, Chou art the conductor of my v! 1g: Fr atxs ns 
nity . For I, for my part, haue ſaid to Ston, af y feeujjer Fore 
he had committed all her ſinnes , Reitirne 10 _ _— MY 
and yet she returned not . Retwrne to me , O thou © 
pntoward 1ſraell, ſaith our Lord, & 1 wrillno; turne 
my face from thee ;becanje 1 am holy, ſaith our Lord, Adpuns 
and 1 will not be mery with thee, forever. 1 bavwe fun in 
forſaken thee, for 4 Short FIRE, but 1 w1ll 44ther thee MOWCT (ee 
Pp tn 2TCUt METCIES , BOY ali n>lant of 11928 14, zh, 1 reirquta re 
hid ny face from thee but 1 haue taken psity on thee, © &« 1jas 
with etern.ll mercy, futh thy Loid , and thy redee. 5% 
mer . roi draw thee tomy {ulfe, iu the cords af A- _ [_ 
dam, in the box:ds of loue . And 1 wiltbe 45 ne, who <4 - 
takes the / Yoke from sf] 1c oo; e of hi cattle, and > us, 
#es the FAZNEs to his horje, that hc 1129 feed. 

Theſe me the words oi the holy Ghot?, 
& by Som doth he exprelle, thc intinite Joue 
wiuch 1s borne to man . And now 1t doth 
but remaine, that we an{were fuch loue with= 
all the loue we haue. To which, it this Chap- 
ter Will not haue obliged ys, by making vs tes. 
the exprellton ot "Gods metcies in tho old: {'E- 
itament, wo be to ys ;, but yet let vs try what 
may be done by the conſideration of that 
which paſſed jn the New ; wherot the next 
Chapter will informe vs. 


Þ Tit 


Of the Lone of our Lord, 
The infinite tender Louc of Christ our Lord , which | 


is expreſied m the Scriptures of the new Te- | 
ſtament. 


CHAP. 40. 


V cn, 2s hath been ſeen, is the ſtile which 
the God ofheaue & earth, doth hold,with 
his miſerable , and moſt Ginfull creatures ; and 
this he bath held from all eternity; & he went 
executing it thus in tyme,euen ynder both the 
law of nature, and the written law , when 
yet, his Sonne our Lord, had nor taken fleſh, R 
But as the mercies which were vouchſafed & 
expreſſed by our Lord God to men in the old 
Teſtament, were yet all defigned, and im- 
parted by him , in contemplauon of Chriſt } 
our Lord , who was then to come; ſo when 


C(a)7t W2S the fulnes of that tyme was arriued, and that 
- a indeed the increated word become incarnate 
4 buee. for the ſaluation of man; it was (2) agreable, 
ven in in- Not only to mercy, but euen to iuttice it ſelfe, 
Nice, that thatthe loue of God thould triumph , for our 
vader the benefit, more then ever. And that, not only 
law of in the ſolid proofe of loue, bur cuen inthe 
2 ye — ſweet and tender demonſtrations therof. 

- wg g For now, our Lord {pake no longer ts 
Gould YSby his Angells , nor by his Prophets only, 
appeare bur by his Sonne himſelfe, who was no more 
more a perfect man, then he was God. And this 
cleeriythe God, without rhe inerpoſition, Or INterpre= 
before. tation of any other gcature, did now In 


pa 


- 
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perſon conuerſe with men. He taught thens 
| by the words of his owne facred mouth, He 
curcd them ot all diſcaſes, by his miracles. He 
ailumed ſome, to the dignity of being his Aps- 
ftlesand all the world, to the honour and hap- 
pines, of being his Diſciples. He (Þ} declares he 4s 
how they who obey the will of God arc his van 
brothers, his ſifters, and euen , as it w2re, his Ve- God are 
ry mother . Sometymes he calls men his ſer--urgnitied 
uants, and when they haue cat iid themfelues by Chritk 
well therin, he aduaunceth them to be, nor vur Lore, 
ſo much his feruants, as his {cienCs, proteliing 
fo impart all Ins ſecrets to them. Somerymes he cals £00ke n 
them hischildren ; yea and ſornetymes, by the = Nos: 
name of F:lil!, his lattlechiidren , to thevw, that . pats 
innocent, carefull, 8 render kind of feet at- py y jg, 
fetion, which a mother woutd ca:ry i her : 
Infant. | 
We may ſee the whole hiſtory of his moſt 
' Hlefled lite, all imbrodered, by the hands of 
the holy Eungelſts; beere with teares, & there 
with ſighes, and euery where with abundance 
of corporall and ſpirituall labours, both. a&tine 
and pafliue, for loue of vs, cucn before the Mats, res 
tyme of his pretious death. Is 2i1y ching more 
liberall then his promiſes, whete he enrayles 
the mhenttance of heauen to the gaift of 4 cup ef cold p1,ge, ve, 
water, Without our beltowing lo much co! 
as Cuen to heate 11? Nay, aad he 15 content to 
ſay, that whoſoeuer should perſurme iy little works (cy (3;e 
of charity to any ſeruant of hes , be would trhe irm as carne = 
dearepart, asf ut hud bene dfſoarded to bis;yery ſelfe. proteiias 
Is, any thing mors ſerious then hi; protetta- frvar, 
P 2 103% 


Of the Loue of our Lord, 
tions, of that truth , which he came to teactz 
vs for our good: Amen Amen dico vobu, Verily ve- 
7ily 1 tcl! youths, and that? And was 1t nota itrag 
deicent tor that Prima Veritas, that roote and 
tountaine of all truth, to helpe our blndaes 
and backwardnes jn belecuing, by proteltiag 
things to be ſo; as it his impie word had not 
deſerucd fo well, as to hane bene taken? Is any 
thing more yniuerſal then his Proclamations, 
which thus he makes to all the whoic world 
at once; If any man thirst, let him come and drinke: 
and 1t shall cast hmm nothing . Come to me all you who 
labour, or be ouerloaden, and 1 willrefresh you ? No 
man 15 excluded whome he offers not to im- 
brace; nor no milery 15 exempted from that 
hand of pitty which yndertakes to curethe al. 
Is any thing more punctuall then his 
Vititations; who youchſaies not only to knock 
at the doores of our vn worthy harts; but to tel 
_— vs that he ſtands there, for that purpoſe; as if 
puiſo, If Wee, ro wayte our leaſure, and ro know 
pocal, 3, Qur pleaſure , whether we be content that he 
come in, orno? Is any thing more {weet , & 

euen, then his conuerſation; which he expreſ- 
ſeth in this manner, That rf we open our ſoulesto 
him,when he begges entrance , be will come and ſup 
withvs? Heſaith not only that weshall ſup with 
bim, bur that he alſo will ſup with vs, and doe vs 
the honour ro make vs able to inuite and teat 
Joey, 25> him. He ſaithalſo els where, That ?f we will lous 
him, not onlybe , but his Father alſo will lonc vs, and 

that they both will come , and dwell with vs. Yea 
2nd yer in another place , That be wil n0! oely 


ſup 


Joan, 7. 
Apocal.22, 


Matt, i, 


efpoca!, 3. 
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fup withvs, but ſerue vs . nd he was riclily as rye, 1 
good as his word ; when at that lalt ſupper of 
his, he wathed and wiped the fecte of his A- 
poltles, as we hanic [eve elſewhere. Ner did 
he only induce men to doe vs good, by his 

utting his very ſelle into our perſons, that fo 
FROTTAN might 1cceaue the favour tiom vs; - 
bur he diſcouraged men from doing Y+ any 
hurt, by the ſelte ſane ealon, vvhen he expo- | 
ſtnlated with S. Par, aking why he periecu- Ac, s. 
red him; wheras yer, he had but perſecuted its 
ſeruants. 

Is any thing more tender, then ihofc 

compariſons, vyherby he vouchfates to difco- 
ner the beating of his dinine hart, and the boy- 
ling vp of his protound Joue , While!t, with 
the tcares in his eyes, he contemplated mar 
miſery, vvhich the yngratefull and blind te- Tarr, 23, 
rufalem had drayyne ypon her ſelte by her 
ſfinnes. And yynen (after the manner of an 
Interiection) he exclavmed and aske:!, tirat cd) Whas 
vyhich hinfele could only tell hoyy to an- a rear 
ſyvere ) hoyy olten he vyvas deſiious, and had deat- 
endeauoured to drayv thoſe yvicked men to ® tender 
himſelte, vvith as much yyorking , and ear- loue, is 
ning of his boyyclls of purty , as any Hen ne | 
could yſe in the dctence and ſauegard of her $0 8 
chickens from ſome raucnous Kytic. Novy as of our 
the (7) Hen by ſpreading her yvings, makes 2a Lord and 
Buickler of defece for her chickens againltavy vs, tv the 
violent hurt which may approach them io Hen 2nd 
alſo doth the make thein a kind of Arbor of {o- © Ciags 
lace and recreation vnder yyhich they may © 
E2 IG 
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repoſe, againlt the ſcorcning heate of the ſune, 


Ce) The 
Parable 
of the 
{heepac- 
ard, 
PAFITE 138, 


(5) Of the 


widdow 


who loſk 
43 PETE 
of !yivers 


£1, i. 


She conemnes her ovyne faſery, In refpect of 


theyrs ;and thee grovyves euen ficke vyith ſor- 


rovy, vpon the leaſt apprehention of any 
hurt which may becomming towardes them. 
What name thallwe giue, to that youch- 
{afing of our B, Lord; when .in compaſſion 
of our miſeries, andin the ardent detuc he ha 
to free vs from them) he diflayned not to ap- 
paraile himſclite, with the {unilitude of a Shee- 
pheard ?©) Who having a flocke of 4 bundred 53cpe, 
Ieft mnety #1m7e (vwherby the Aangelicall narnre is 
d:iigned) to {ccke thar one (being the tguie of 
man kind) which went wandring , aud loſme it 
ſelfe, wm the diſerc of this world . And to looke it 
{olong , as at lait to find it; and to take is, fir{t 
into his armes,; and then to lay it vpon his 
owne thoulders, all ftincking and rocting as 
1 was. And then, fo cteturne home ſo ouer- 
ioyed ; as if tis Paitoir could haue no other 
felicity , but in the fecling, and remoutng of 
the calamities of his theep. Whom to theyy 
how much he jones the, beyond the Joue that 
1s borne by the theepheards of this. yvorikd to 
theyr {cuerall flockes, he. profeileih that there 
15 not one of them, vyhoin he doth not know, 
and call by his particular name. Our Lord did 
alſo ttoope ſolow ,'as to expole himſelfe to 
our tight in the perſon ofa (t) vviddow. Wha 
nauing lott one fingle groate "wyhich tigurerh 
any ſoule, yvhich 1s loſt by finne) Jaid aſide 
the contentmentyyhich the might haue take, 
in all that reſt of her ſubkance, vvhich the had 
not 
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notloſt. And the lights her caudle, & ſyvyee- 
Pes, and ſcarches cuery corner of her houſe; & 
neuer leaues to labour, till at length the haue 
founkit out . And then , not being able to co- 
raine herſelte, the inuires her neighbours, and 
herfriends, that they vy1l} helpe her to retoy- 
ce, tor her good ſuccefle; fince of her lelte, the 
15notableto beglad inough. 


And 8) vvho thal alſo beeuer able to ex- (8) The 


reile the tender loue, he theyved io man , mm 
Laine plcated that the Parable ot the Prodigal 
Cliild, thould remaine to the yyorld, vpon re- 
cord. 'Tharſotoreuer it might appeare, as in 
a moſt freſh and lively picture , hoyv impoſ!;- 
ble it vyvas, for the molt grieuoustinne of man 
toquench the intinite mercy of almighty God; 
ſo that once, he vyould returne by penance. 
Yea. and he ,ſheyyeth that the ſame Father, 
who hath the paticce to endure all the wiked- 
nes which can be commitred , hath nor the 
pariece to endure that the ſonne ſhould wade 
fo farre in ſorrow,not to find him til he thould 
gethome. But he mult needs put himſclte y- 
pon the way ; yea, and (forgetting as it were 
fs Rate, and grauity - my run to meet bim. And 
atthe firſt meeting, to imbrace him, and pre- 
ſently to fall ypon h1s necke, and to be fully recons 
Ciled to him by a kiile of peace. And howſoe- 
ner theſone did bur his | AK in accuſing him- 
ſelf ofhis grieuous finne; yet the Father would 
take no hold of that; nor contynue him 13 
cauſe to be bluthing,, or ſo much as thinking, 
of what was paſt: But he inſtantly chang 

- P 4 112% 


{tory GT 
Parable 


otthe Pro 


gail child, 
Liic, Ibid. 
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i; 232 Of the Lone of our Lord, ; 
| his diſcourſe; and comaunded his ſeruanits, 2 all 
hy 
| 


: hi , to goe fetch the most ſumpruons, prime garinent 
; which be had; and that he thould be all cloathcd 
with 173 hat a 7318 of honour should be pt vpon his | 
frgays and thas the tart calte <houll be killed; and 
thi a banquet sorld be made , and that Muficque 
&0:0/d declare, how full of wy he w.s. ) 

I {pare 1a this place, to ſpeake of an- 

other banquet ot fealt which the holy Scrip- 

ture records him to have made ro man, with 

eb) The intinte loue, 1m the Inititution of the bleiſet 

B. Sacri> Sacrament. And.) yer tlits, doth as farre ex- 

ment!s ceed alirhereit whicit hath bzne ſaid, as him- 

noni” joe doth incomparably {urpatte , whattocuer | 
rably -* other thing, which it is, even in his power, to | 
we giue. I willalfo, inthis place torbeare ro hie- 

S .5 5 2:kentothatotherdiuine conſort of Muticke, 

b- pigen: which he made m that leaſt Sermon of his, } 
n2x: before iis facred Paition, which S. Tohn {| 
relates in hits holy Ghoſpel]. For thai of the B, | 
Saciaiment, isconfidered ina diſcourſe therof | 
2 pait;and rat of ihe infinite loue of our Lord * 
1 As lait Sermon, is touchtin the beginning 
of that, af the Paiſion. And we haue heere, I 
hope, benc {hevved inough ,to make the loue 
of our 3. Lordappeare : Not only in regard 

-of wiiat he conceaued in his owne pretious 
har:, rovwards man ; but morcouer for the a- 
bundantbleſſiugs which he hath imparted to 
tne world extcriourly. For we ſee, to what 
grcarncs, and happinesthe meaneſt of vs is ſu- 
biymed, through the high account into W hich 
we aic taken by Almighty God . Only _ 
(MN 
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muſt be ſure , that his infinite g Dodnes do not 

| giue vs occaſion and colour for contynuance 

11 OUT W ICKeUNCS , For as Mm! UCi1 A+. 1N God, all 

 _ 15infhinite alike; (') and euen by rhe exceile of (i) All is & 
his mercy when men are tory for their tinnes, Ike Inf 
we may inferre the intollerable r1gour of his gy in 

> Juſtice, againſt ſuch as areimpeniter The ho- 3 anc 
ly Script LIC 1S allo tu] O! molt paiticula: Proo- — 
fe, how deeply our Lord dock detell alfinne yery jog. 
and willful inner. Flo hath bene pointed nitencfle 
at before, vpon another occaſion in the dit of h1s 
courſe of the infinice 2 POWCT of God; and in the Mercy 
cnd of =o Pailion it will alfo Le refumed a- Goth thew 
gaynec. :orthc preſent ticrfare, 1 concluge, VS how 
concerning, the moit excellent Docrine of Phi 

S Juſtice 
Cirrilt un 2 or deltiuaed eſpecially mm lil y MIN 
Scripture; and | patte vn tothe conitderation ; 


| ot lus Nuacles, 


Of th. EXC LONUERP TH on Tord felt shewed 
to un, b} tre Mirac'vs whuh he wrought 
0, earth. 


EMEF. a7 


He exceſſiue loue of cur Lord Teſus, 

vas farce |; on being contents to exprel- 

ſe it ſelfe rowards man. , by any one ttnele 
way alone ; But it vas folly ttt TL LH CUE! 

} IP minute cf kis moit holy Lie, ro rry 25 ma» 
ny as might be found for our goou, !e iſer= 
fore coniidering , with d ine wiledone, that 
MTN were compoſed © t fieth and :pirit > and 
contigs 


a 


Le 


Ee eom__—_—_—_—_—__ — DE 
224 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 


ca)Men conlequctly (2) thatthey muit be wrought y2 x 
being c6- po,aſwell by ſenfible,as by {pirituall meanes; 
poled of & knowing allo, that through the miſerable | 


ture were made by almighty God, at the crea- 
tion of the'world;& it is not al the power of 
heauen , orcarth vader him, ih can in- 
*/i. 143, vertthat order. Preceptum poſurt, er non pretert» 
| bit. He g.aue the precept, and it shall not paſſe away, I 
Andit was good cheape for him who made al 
chingsof nothing;to commaund that nothing 
ihouldfaile, of that inuiolable courle _ 
: a 


—_ diſorder of their mindes, they \vere then more {| c 
"AF capable & would be more obliged, by eaſe & fi 
wrought health of body, then by grace, _ EY 
vpo both the ſoule; he WAS thertorc plea ed tO accom» 4 7 
by ſpiri- pany the pur'y and perfection of his Doctri- v 
tualland ne with the power and Muelty of his mira- £ 
ſealivle cles. And as, by creation of the world, he led ſ 
meanes. mcn vp, by meanes of vitible things, towards t 
a knowledge, and beliete of the inuitible; ſo F 

in the caſe of our reparation, and redemprnis, c 

he would alſo yſe the corporall cure of men ( 

from ſicknes, as a diſpolition , wherby thevr | 

ſoules might be recouered from finne. £ 

Heerby our Lord doth euidently dif- 

couer,to be a true & pertect louzr ot mankind. : 

>: For as the property of loue, is not (b)ro be EY 
ofour Tyed vp within the compaſlle of any ordinary ! ; 
joueof aw ; and the meaſure which that power v- 
G>4 is to icth, is to exccedall meaſure; fo did our Lord, : 
exceed all out of the nobility of his loue ro man, retuſe l 
meaſure, to ywwalke within fo fmall a circle, as the lawes | 
of nature didlead him to. Theſe lawes of na- | 

L 


—IRTRITI_D - cne—— ner nr 2 AY "a" 


J\ 


— 


and Seuonr Tefus Chritt. 2225 

 allthings were appointed to proceed, 

According to the Jaw of nature, no re- 
*UrBe 1s made from priuation , to the habit; as 
from a fixed blindnes, nigh; and ranch lefle 
from acath, to liie . Þ.ut the law of the lone of 
our Lord LESYS , did oucrtop that other Jaw, 
made thoſe things grow truce and Ganalias. 
which other's iſe were not only ka: d, bu: im- 
promn Moylt bodies were «FBS 16 
aw of nature to gne pi XC, and ſic; azar 
heauy, and fold roake douwne bciow ne 
But yet, when there was queſtion of ginins 
Comfort tn hs Sp Apolt! C5 the [5i:C of 
Ch:ift ou: Lord made him lay hoſe ly es « a - 
flaegand hement rally tow ds the rp9n the 
wh.ch was glad to PERDEe the Ofti Ce-Oi Aa 
pauement, by hts p1CrioQs icerc . Penerration 
of boaies, is a thing waeof Nature cannot en- 
dure to hear? bu: yet, for the vnſpealkcable 
i c1;2 which he barc to (<' the honour, aid cx- ( 
eciloncy of his all immaculate rather (that 
ornament, and glorious gemme of fieMuen & 
earth) he was nor aff frayd 0 gine that princl- 
ple of Philoſophy the Jye. And | ne :tTed out 
of thoſe bowells of ſupreme Purity, into thote 
armes of ma:chleſſe Picty, without the leaſt 
offence to her moſt entire Virginity. But vc! 
in this, there is the Ice wonder ha” ſc 
wrought the like, in fanour of Ny Ap 
whom he loue: d,by innumerable dear kms 
then his moſtexce}icnt moe. mor For 111 TIDE 
calc alſo, his love was tro Cendent in the ſelf 
fame kind, veto his fawecs. For |: ing Fill 


att, 34: 


(c) The 
honour 

w hich 
Was core 
by Chrilt 
our Lord 
to the pu- 
rity of his 
B., Virgin 
mother. . 
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226 Of the Lowe of our Tord, 
Tom. 20, ſed through the ſepulcher, he went afterward 
Ibid, through,& thro'1gh thoſe doozes which were 
ſhut betwene them, & him; thatſo he might, 
asit were, perfume them all at once, with 
his {weet breath of Peace. 

But why doc 1 name thoſe perſons, who 
wercto highly pruledged;asit our Lord had 
only bene in loue with them ; and not indeed 
(a, yetindeed he was) enamoured of all man- 
kind fo farre, as to make his miracles, ditlil} 
down vpon them, like ſo many drops of dey, 
for their reliete, or comfort , in all occations. 
And although theſe miracles of Chrilt our 
Lord, could not have bene wrought, but by 
the omnipotent power of almighty God ; yer 
may that power be accounted to haue been 
butasa kind of inſtrumer wherby he wrought 
them; and that indeed, they flowed from his 
Joue, as from their prime cauſe and roote. 

He wrought no muacles tor the often=- 

tation of his power, and thertore we ſce, how 

" Y otcen he preciſely comaunded borh men and de- 
& 5. 7, #ils, that they Should not publish what he h.ud done. 
Lyc, 5. & He wrought none, for any commodity of his 
Tiuc.4. owne, or for the reliete of any corporall ne- 
Matth.zo. ceſſity, which he was and would be ſubiect to. 
6g 1: For though the Foxes bad holes , yet the Sonne of 
+ pry. 1.41 had not where to lay his head. And one mor- 
(d) Mate, Ning when he returned from Jeruſalem to Be- 
PI thania, he is ſaid expretly to haue been hugry, 
and he refuſed in the (4) wildernes i rurne 

certaine ſtones into bread for the ſatisfaction 

gf his owne extreme hungar . And his A _ 

EÞ 
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les were foe opprefled in this kind, as that 
they were detended by him , in gathering the 
eares ot that corne, which belonged to other:; 
yea and thar, vpon a Sabaoth day, which did 
belong to God ; & except their: ale had begne 


ot precile neceſſity, they c.:9 not ty well 


hauec bene excuſed m downs 1 
But the whyle, thougs *liey fed therns 
ſelues, Chritt our Lord -.4 1c ſo; tor ithe 
had, thoſe malicious TIewes, v.tofe teeth were 
tharpher whet agaivit him, then all the reſt, 
(or rather not againlt them, atall , but only 
in regard that they belonged ro him) would 
haue byn ſure to have biicen him wvvith 
their reprehet:11on . So great thertore was lis 
neceſſity, and yet he would not itretch forth 
his arme of power to help him'elte, by any 
ſupernaturali meanes. Nor doe we find 'as [ 
wasſaying that he who wrought ſuch worlds 
of miracl=s tor worlds of men, did {erue him 
ſelte of any one, to his owne aduantage. It1s 
true, that he did miracujoutly enable S. Petcr 
to take a peece of money out of the belly of a 
fiſh to be paid as tribure to the Prince, though 
he ſaith he was no way bound to doe it. So 
that'©)he, who would not worke a miracle, 
for the ſauing of his owne deere lite, would 
yet be ſure to doe ut, for preuenting rhe ſcan- 
dall of other men. And withall, that he might 
thew, ho-v obedient men oughrrofbe 10 theyr 
teporall Princes, ſothat it be in things which 
Indeed and truth, are onl; temporal 
Hs yyiought no miacles, guher by 
| vFAay 
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Matt, 


It, 


Hart, 19, 
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Lord 
Wouid ras 


workes 
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thenſ. hes 
fe VCCAs 
{119a or 
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* Of the Lone of ons Lord, 
way of preuen:ion or for the delivery of him= 


ſejie, from his moſt wicked enemies ; faning - 


onl;, When, once or twice, he grew inuitt- 
Hie to their eyes , that ſo he might preſerue 
hingelic for greater tormets aterwaids. Whe 
once he came to his Pallion , herold them in- 


Matt. 25. deed what he could haue obraincd of God for 


tbid, 


loan. i, 


Luc, 2Jo 


Matt. Ls 
Marc,s. 


his deliueranee, namely ſo many Legions of Angells, 
Anda he gaue them ailoa cait ot what he wa 
able ro do for himleit, it he had been willip 7 
by the miracle which then he wrought ypon 
Malchus. And by that other alſo of {iryking the 
who cameto take him, with ſad aſtonuhcmer, 
tothe ground, by the only ſaying of Ego ſum. 
But he kept his miracles tor the initruction, 8& 
eaſe of other men;and the only Miracle which 
he wrought for hinſelte, was to make (by the 
omnipotent force, and power of loue) a God 
of infinite,and cterna}{ Majeſty, to vndertake, 
tor ſuch wormes, ſuch a yyarld cf miſery. 
He yyrought no miracles for the win+ 
ning of fauour trom great perſons. Norcould 
the. ſplendour of Herods fortune, nor the ex- 
treme 'curiofity of his mind{ becauſe it yyas 
but curioſity) obtaine any one, at the hands 
of qur Lord. He yyas not deſirous, to win 
the affeftion and eſtimation , of his oyvne co= 
patriots. For though it cannor be ſaid, but that 
he vyrought ſome miracles among them ; yet 
thoſe ſome, vvere ſo very fevy, (by reaſon of 
their incredulity) thatin compariſon of ſuch as 
he yvas pleaſed toyyorke in other places, they 
may , Ina manner, bs accompted none . _ 
Li 
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didnot, avvhuit, depend ypon the acknoyy- 
ledgment, and {eruice, which he might cx- 

ect trom ſuch perſons as ne Cured. For we ice 
9 wasnot diſcouraged . by the ingratitude of 
thoſe Leapers, from whome he well kneyy, ) One 
that it was almoſt t ren to one, that ke ſhon{d 27 EN re= 


I nc. 17, | 


not haue {o much as thanks, tor his labogr, *2'7ecd to 
| Bur the force, and fireot pure, and rev. $2 Ling 
; inn Fe'- thankes, 


fe louc alone it was, which moued that di- 
uine hart of our Lord;to patle ouer the lw of 
nature, by working of miracles, when{ſcever 
there were motiues, and meancs ro doe good 
ro men therby . Whillt himſclte, the while, 
who was the author of them all, would yer 
lye (as hath been ſaid | ynder che ſame {awes of 
nature; ſo to worke the more caſily vpo their 
ſoules, by the adnurable example of his fie - 
rance, whoſe bodies he had reftored by a m:- 
taculous deiiuecrance. : 


How all the miracles of the new Teſtament doe ted! 
to mercy, and howour Lord d:4 never deny the, 
ſette of any one +, and of the tender man= 
ner which heh«ld m grannns thewg, 


CHAPF. 4 


F the meaning of Chriſt our Lord, had 

bene but only to proue that he was God, he 
might hauec inſiſted yp0o that courſe, whichtor- 
merly had beiic beid, ww itt thi people of Got 
in theold T-iigmne. fr whach ome, Now 
ſoeuer ſome mito, wore V-rovght, WAICH 
tended to then mior of ing guos , as thare 
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| he Lowe of our Lord, 
partiug (\\the Red ſea, when the children of I{- 
xacll were io paile ; and of the (Þ) pillars; both, 
G) Exod, ot the Clould, and;char of Fire; of (©) the ray- 
ok ning downe (d) Manna 71 the wildernes ; and 
(cy 1bid. ſome others; yetrheſe miracles which thewed 
(d) Deut. the loue of God to the good, were not ſo ma- 
Jo ny , by much, as thoſe others, by which ze |] 
(e) Exod. (erred his power and iuſtice againſt the wic- | 
9-O | ked. As vve may ealily ſee, by the ten mira- 
ene: culous (ec) Plagues, vvherby Pharao, and the 
(2)4 Reg. Fg)Pitans wvvere {courged; the burning of So- 
_ dome fiand Gomorrha the deſtruction (8)of 
Sennacherib,and hisarmy, vvith many more. 

Much lefle , can thefe auncient mira- 

cles of mercy , come into competition for nu- 

ber, vvith the innumerable miracles of this 

kind , yyhich vvere vyrought on earth , by 

Chritt our Lord. Of yyhome yye cannot find, 

that cuer he yyrought any one of reuenging 

Luc. 9 Jultice ; nay he rebuked SS. Tames, andeuen the 
belouedS. 1ohn himſelte, for mouing him to 

reucnge, by ſupernaturall meanes, an affront 

Mats. 36+ yyhich the Samaricanshad put ypon him, and 
them. The Ievves indeed deſired , to ſee ſome 

figne from heauen, yyhich might haue fed theyr 

curioſity ; but our Lord yyho loued them, fo 

infinitely much more then they did theſelues, 
retuſed :o humour them in that, yyhich yvas 

not to haue profited them at all; and vyhichit 
vvould haue colt him nothing to perform?;8 — | 

he reſolued vvithall, to yyorke another mira- 

racle, (vvhich vvas figured in the Prophet 
Tona inthe belly ofthe yyhale)yvhuch im __ 

ts 


(a) Exod, 


, and Sauionr Teſus Chriff. _24r 
ted the death of God for their finnes ; wherby 
they were admirably to be relicued; and him- 
ſelfe, beyond imagination , to be to1meutred. 

Amonglt {1 che innumerable creatures, | 
who needed & detized miraculous cure, from () Our 
Chriit our Lo1d , we heare not of any one, Lord -_ 
| who wasfinallyfruſtrate ofhis ſuire. Nay he Pet 2 
[ reiected not the very deuills theſelues, whom es 
he ſuffred ro enter znto that heard of ſwyne. His humble 
eyes were bur as ſo many conduyts , wherby ſuyte of 
he brought 1inro his hart, all the miſeries that any one, 
he ſaw ; and then by the ſame way, he ſent his 4% Jy 
metcies out forrchicte therot . It is true thar {o- | 
metymes, heſcemed as if he would not graunt 
theyrſuyres, asin rhe caſe of the Cananean wo- Matt 1go 
man; but it was but ſeeming. For indeed, he © 
meant, not onely to cuie the Daughter, but 
to glorify the mother , for that full cluſter of 

vertues Which thee had, of hamilzty, parience, 
perſeuerance ; and fuch an eminency of Fauh 
withall, as that himfelte was not only pleaſed 
to commend her for it; but ( being the true, 
Increated wiſedome and knowledge of God) 
he would yet be content, to ſeeme obliged 
to be in admyarion,'& to make this exclama- 
tion in her honour, O multer, magna eff fides tua; 
frat tibt ſicut vis. O woma great ts thy Fauih.beat ynto 
thee, as thou wilt. And tits he did, though hime 
felfe was he, who both gaue her grace co con- 
] | ceaue it by hisinſpiration , and occaſiun to ex- 
preſſe it, by the appearance which he made 
& hex 1eprehenfion 
T here was no Tyme 07 place, nor {e- 
IPC 
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ls 242 Of the Love of our Lord, 

k ueral diſeaſe of body, nor diſpoſition'of mind; 
to which this diuine Phifitian of the whole 
man , did not accomodate himſelte , with 
vnquencheable charity , and incefſant care. = 
Which was a million of tymes greater in 
him, towards eucry beggar, then any Phy- 
{itian of this world could cuer tell how to car- 

G&) Our Tytowards the only Sonne of his ſoueraigne 

Lord did king, whom he had in cure. If (®\men had tee- 

accomo- ling of their infirmity ,and with all, fo much 

date him- detire to be recouered, as might ſerne to carry 

ſelf rothe them to the places wliere he was to be; he 

+ 14 nh; caue them leaue, by the increaſe of their la- | 

cording bour , to grow in merit. It they cryed out,as _ 

to they not being able to come quickly to him, he 

ſeuerall Would expect rill they arrived , and then 

diſpoſitiss Would cure them; as he did the ten leaprogs per- 

and ne- ſons; ajl leaprous in their bodies , but nyne of 

celbties* them more beagrou in their {oules, ſince they 

Harce 5. were vngratetull to ſuch a goodnes. 

It their miſertes were great, although 
their knowledge and beliete in him were ve- 
ry ſmall, he would ſeeke ſuch ont, without 

Txe. x7, being ſought, ac he did the man, vvho lay at 
Toatt. s- the Probattcapiſcina , eight and thirty yeares. It 
Marc. 9: jryyere peraduenture , a kind of amidle caſe, 
Tx.9. © heyyould meet them in the halfe VVay ;or he | 
4. T5.T ,yould require them to be brought to him; or | 
. hevvould ſtay as it he ſtayd not for them, till | 
| NPY yas it heſtayd nor for them, 
| | Marr, 9, They came, of themſclues; or he yyould calt to | 
$: Marc, z. goe, Vyhere they vyere to come; or els where 
Hats, 30. hekneyy them to be , he vyould not tayle to 
© goe, And hoyyſocuer jt yycie, if he ſayy the 
J PLL 
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in need of helpe, he vyould cure them ſome- 
rymes, though they didnor ſo much as aske it anger, vt + 
of him: Which was the cafe of the ma with'the Luc. 14, 
withered hand;and the man vyho vvas Hydropic- & 5. 
que, and that other alio, vyho vvas borne blend, !04n. gs 
And vyhen, at{eucral mes, he ted men, v.o- F<: 9- 
; 9A >» NY : M att, 55 
men, and chiidren, by thoutands in thedefert, Sad 
there yyas not one of them yyho opencii Ris . 
moutii ro'aske him meare ; bur their aiſtretle, 
yyas the only Sojicitour of his mercifull bart, 
to thevy the pitty. It they delivered him their 
| ov vn peritiogthey vvere ſurc to be gratioutly Marc. 1,65 
| hard, if their caſe were expoſed, by the tnter= yt , 
'  cefligot others, they were alſo as ſure not to be *' 75 
| reiec&td. To teach ys therby, yyhat high coft- 
dece ve ought to hane in rhe prayers oi ſaints, 
fince he heard ſuch tinners tor one another. 
Novy the manner of his cures, Vvas 
vvithall fo deerly ſyyeet, as that they ſeeme 
euen to exceed the mercy of rhe yery cures 
themſelues . Hovy tenderly vyould he be 
carrying himſelte toyvards thoſe poore cica- 
tures in all their neceſſities. Sometymes he 
vYould performe the baſe Orfce of leading 
blind beggars by lus oy yae h20g;& he would | 
conduct both blind, and deate, and dumbe 
perfons out of company, thar ke migliten10y gave, »; 
| tiem atone; and ſo make thCknovy vyithall, eo $. 4 
' _ & ysbyrhs,thar for the cure of 2l,our {11 1tU= 
all diſeafes, it js fit for ys ſometymes to retyre 
our felues, hand ro hand yvith God. Nay thoſe 
hands of his, yyould nor difdaine to touch 
te loathſome and polluted fleſh of leavers. 
Q_2 And 
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244. Of the Loue of our Lord, * 
M#at.s. Andthough many make great dainty, to ſer- 
ne licke perſons, who are tubicct to lefle foule 
diſeaſes, (wheras our Lord had ſayd, that in 
[| Hate, xg, ſeruing them, we thould be giuing comfort _ | 
| to himlelfe) yet to the eternall glory of his 
| name, and by the merit of his gle, and 
through the power of his grace, we will ac | 
dinwiades, and be glad, thatin his holy Ca | 
&) The Pholike Apcitolrcgne Romazne Church , the 8 _ of | 
200d cn This holy practice, doth fill live. And (Uthat 
ftome of there are thonſands, and many thouſands as 
ſeruing in mongſt vs of all conditions, ſexes, and ages, 
| Hoſpitals, who in imitation of our Lords humility and 
* charity, are dayly viliting ficke perſons: In- 
*. ſtructing, comforting, and feeding them, both 
in body and foule; procuring to cale them in 
their paines, and making their beds, and dry- 
Ing their ſweats,and wyping their fores. It 
werea ſhame that the ſeruants of God, thould 
notimploy themſelues in theſe good exerciſes; 
Mere. 59. When they conſider how Chritt our Lord did 
Thid. putthoſe omniporent fingars of his owne,in- 
tothceares of thole poore creatures, and into 
Toan.g, theirmouthes; and how himſelte made plai- 
Joes, xx, ſters for their eyes ; and how he would ligh, 
and groane to conſider finne in their ſoules, 8 
the miſerable effects therof, in their yery bo- 
; dyes of fleſh, and bloud. 
We ſee how he prayed, and how he 
wept at the rayſing of Lazarus ; and how, , 
through theexceſſe of loue , wherwith he dee 
ſired roreitore him to life. the Scripture f aith, 
Featt, 8. 11 c1744 ſpirku ; which betoknedG, (a5 1t were) 
. | . 
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. end Sauony Teſus Chrift. 248 
a kind oftumult, and rempelt of his affetions, 
which were working and wraſtling with 
God, in the behalte of that dead man. In ſo 
much as the lookers on did wonder to ſee, thar 
ſo great a Prophet, and the worker of ſo many 
and (trange miracles, thould lament, & weep 
like oe ordinary perſon. Andthey catt- 
ly inferred thereby, that thoſe teares , & other 
greater demonſtrations of gricfe , muſt needs 
proceed trom {ome puiffanc cauſe; and ſojthey 
ſaid to oneanother, in the way of woudring: 
Bebould how he loved that man, 

YetLazarw indeed , & his friends , had 
obliged our Lord by particular ſetuices to his 
owne ſacred perſon; wheras the holy Text 
aftirmes in many other places, that his divine 
pitty & mercy, did worke moſt tenderly alſo 
towards others, ypon whom he had no other 
eye atall, then as they were parts of mankind, 
all which he did fo deerly loue : And therfore 
he youu both their generall and particular 
mil 


eries, asappeares by the ſtory ofthe wid- 7, 


dow, in the death of herſonne; and of the gcc, 6 
pou in the wildernes, for their diſtreſie of Mar. 8. 
ungar;and eſpecially of the citty of leruſalems, Matt, 23a 


when, with his eyes full of teares, he lamen- 
red their miſery, as hath beneſaid elſe where, 
The holy Scripture alſo attirmeth, not 


only that he pittied them, but that himſelfe axzre, rg 
would profeſſe and ſay as much ; And beſides Mars. 8 


he ordayned , that the notice of it ſhould 
be left to vs vpo record. And what charming 


» 


words were thoſe, when he would bid them, 
"7 hal ag 
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2246 Of the Tone of our Tord, | 
Cr) Toan, A5%e (1) and have , that their oye might be full; and 
x6, when he would lay, IVhat (2) wilt thou hane me 
(z2)Marce doe? Yeaand alio, in expreiſe rermes, Bea vnt9 
Jo. thee (3) 4s thou w:l:. thy ſelfe . As if he were 
G) Nats content , that man thould be, as it were, 
po his owne caruer , out of the very omnipo- 


tency of God : : and that the mercy of God, 

were to haue no other meaſure, then mans 
(4) Matt, own? deiire. And when he would ſay, My ſel/e 
8. will (4,' goe and cure the ſicke perſon at thy houſe. 
And when,being the {oucraigne King of glo=- 
{(5)Ioan.g, IY. he w oull vet become a begger of a cup of 

ould water of the 5\Sameritan women, whillt, 

& whilc, he was bjhing herſoule with the 

water of grace, which intlantly might takea[l 
poſiibility of further rhirlt from her. And 

when he would call them by many and moſt 

tender names , as we haue ſhewed ypon ano- 
ther occaiion; And when he would beoge of 
them tht they would finne no more; And when he 
(6)Luczy, Would 10 labourioully defend and plead the 
cauſe of S. Mary (6) Magdalene, his enamoured 
penttent; And when th contounded that hy- 

G7) Toa, Pocryly and pride of the Tewes; and had ſuch 
divine patty of the poore (7) Adultreſſe; And 

GG) loarn,g. whe he would goe as he did to him who was 
borne ($'blind;zwhome himſelte would needs 
youchſafe to iheke. as {oone as he was excom- 
muncatud by the jewes : And hauing found 

him, | eg L4LE 1 Mm COmiort, and paſled ſome- 

eymzin hs conueration; and withdrew that 

Curtain? , ve wh ich he ſuffered ttill to hange be- 

CE WIXT HE and others: and told him, atlaſt, in 

; plaine 
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plaine &/powettul tearmes, (9)Thatthe Sawjour (91 thidy 
of the world was theu ſpealung ro Inm. ; 


The great laboriouſeſſe of Loue, which our 
Lord leſus , expreſſed mm the working of ts 
Miracles, « more Accl1yid, 


CHAP. 43- 


O vy withall, this lJoue which our Lord, 
expreiſed in the working of hismiracles, 
Was 10 nice, or wary kind of loue. For it colt 
him exceſljue paines, & labour ;and imployed 
him iniourneying throughall that hilly coti- 
try on toote ; as, may be ſcene throughout the 
whole Euangelicall hiſtory, to find matter, tor 
his mercy of that kind, to worke ypon . And 
ſometymes, all Iewry not being able to con- 
taine, and compaile in thoſe boyells of his 
charity , he would be breaking our, into the 
Skirts of the Gentiles, which he began to en- Ht, x5: 
noble & ſanciitic by his preſence. And wher- | 
ſoeuer he were, he was 1mportuned by poore 
people to take pitty on them ; and he had io 
much towards them, thathe had none of him- 
ſelte. Buthe prayed for them by night, & he 
laboured for them by day, & that fo hardzrhat oo 
as ſomertymes(r) he had no bread to cate, fo, (t) Mate, | 
at othertymes, he had not ſo(2\much as leaue, 4+ & un, | 
ortyme to cate it in; yea or ſo much,as(3)euen © 55: | 
| 


. ' _- . L : .. L 
ſcarce meanes to ſtirre through the prefle of ©2475. | 
(3) Al arcs | 


tO 


Muatt.s. 
Marc. 6. 


people which came about him. Atall howers 

| Washeready togiue them health, it they had 
beene ready alwaies to reccaue it. But{ the 
Country, in ſommer, b2gin extremly loar)for 

Q 4 them 
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>48 Of the Loue of our Lord, \ 
them to haue repairedto him, in the heate of 

. the day, would haue bene perhaps, but to haue | 
exchanged one licknes for another. Or els, 
though the Patients would haue bene glad to 
be carryed or conducted, the men vvho vyere 
tohelp them , had not charity inough to en- 
dure the trouble. | 
But hoyvſoecuer the Paritents, or their | 

friends did ſtand affeted, the Phiſitian was 

(2) What ſtz]l at hand; and he defiredno better Fee, then 

troopes £0 be doing them fauour. And {fo therfore 

of ficke In the euenings, about Sunne-ler, the holy 
perſons Scripture ſheyyes, yyhat troopes of people of 
were all thoſe villages , tovynes, and citties yyould 
brought come in about him. Drawing out dying men 
c we B, into the fight ofthar truer, & brighter ſunne, 
=—_ oF yvhich vvas euer ſhining toVVarcls them, as at 

Luc, 4+ 2oone day. Not only did he cure chem all;but 

'" * belidesthe benefir it ſelt of their health, he im- 
parted 1t vyvith ſo much tendernes of loue, as 
not to permit that there ſhould be ſo much as 
any one of them all, yyhome he vyould not 
touch vvith hisovyne pure povverfull hands; 

. though he yyas infinitely able to haue cured 

Tae, $+ them all at once, and vvith the leaſt vvord of 
his mouth, or even vvith the wil of his hart. Ar 
other tymes agayne, he vvould accompliſh 

their deſires in another forme. And as before 
he cured them, by touching them vvith his 
owneſacred fleſh to ſhew his loue; ſonovv, 

Hor, 6s, he vvoulddocit by letting the touch his gar- 

—___ *_ Inent$,or his perſon, to ſheyy his povyver:. 

" There might you haue ſceme, as 


| 
| 


if it 
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had bene, a very Market or Faire, of ſicke Fol- 
kes of all diſcaſes, both of body and mind; 
which went Progreile with him , wherſoc- | 
uer he hada mind to goe. Some leaning v- 

on ſtaues; ſome carried in mens armes; and 
Fr in their beds vpon wheele barrowes. A» 4 ;n. 
running\*)camp it was, of ſouldiers, who had js cipe 
all beene wounced in the wazre by their ene- of 1woldi. 
mics; and they hoped for help by Rying to- ©, whe 
wards the Cullours of this Captaine. And we 49 been 
may make account, thatthough he were the V92ndec 
King both of heauen, and earth, yer he tooke *7 lane, 
not{o much guilt in being courted by the An- 

ells of heauen , as he aid in being haunted, 
G this hoſpitall, which went cuer creeping 
after him, on carth. 

This (®) hoſpitall had all kindes of hoſpi- (Þ) Many 
tals made vp in one. One hoſpital for al ſor- * loipitalls 
tes, of ordinary diſeaſes; as Feaucrs, Drepfies, Ig 
Fixes of bloud , and the like. Another for the 
Bl:rd, Anocher for the Lame; Another for the 
Deafe; Another for the Dumbe; Anothertor the 
Leaprous ; Another for the Paraliiicques, Anos 
ther for the Lunutzques; and another for perſons 
who were polletled by deuils; & who would 
euer have contynucd ſo, ynlelle that rrobt hand 
of God, had caſt them out. But (©) whata {pe- (c)A ftri- 
&acle then , would it hauc bene to ſze a num- &< !peas 
ber of diſeaſed, diſtreffed, and defeated pe:ſons, 
at an iftnt , all become new men. All the 
Daumbe, being able toſpeakezthe Dee, ro hearey 
the Lame, to goe; the blind, troſee; the mad men, 
to cifcourle will reaion and the dying men, 

to 
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"i 0 Of the Lowe of otty I 01d, : | 
| to thew health and ſtrevgth . How, I [2Y, 
would they looke, with a tace of wouder a1id 
amazement, vpon one another, as ſcarcely 
belcuing what they felt, and heard, and {av 
when they tound the {cene of all the world to 
be ſo changed at once. For then Chritt our | 
" Bi Lord (of whome S. Peter ſaid , Quad pertranſijt | 
benefac:ends ) curing allſuch' as were oppretied | 
<4) The by the Giuell pron a5 tait as he could poe, was 
Sreat la- FAYNIng 4d) Cowne from thoſe liberal} hands 
bour, and of his, the ſeucral] ble{lings, wherof cuery One | 
the great had greatelt need. And this hedid, with a | 
joue hart fo tenderly behoulding, in enery Parti- 
of our cylarcreature, the image of his eternal Fathes, 
Lord. that it made himloue the meanclt of them, 2 
million ot rymes, more then his owne pre- | 
tious life : Ando obſeruing how in euery one 
of the, that Image was growne to be detaced, " 
which himſelte had made, he tooke care to re- 
forme it, which no power but his could ax- 
TIue Vato. 

Taere haue bene in the world, certaine 
ambitious ſcuiptours, who conceauing the=- 
ſeJnes withall, to be of matchleſle Skil, would 
take pleaſure and pride, (when they were in 
making any Curious Image, Or ſtatue) to leaue 

ge) The ſome care, or fingar, or ſome part of the foot 
emnipo- valinithed. Therby ſending our, a ſecrer kind 
tent of defiance, to any other of their profeſſion, 
power & iyho would preſum to make that, like the reſt. 
Jone, of p,, '<) this heauenly Sculptour of ours, who 
thisdiuine made notonly the formes, but the marter alſo, 
— of the creatures 3 Was both more cunning » 6T 

INOre 


"WT x; 


—_— — — — —— 


and Samogr Teſus Chyif. 257 
more charitable then rac former. For at the 
firſt, he made al the.lmages of his Father mot 
complete; nor was there any want of that 
pertection, vvhich they could detire. And 
aftervyard, vyhen they grevv to be de{acc, 
& broken, through the tails vyhach they twoke 
by actual finne. beſides 4d fall which inte 
Ged the vvith original finne one of tic Wan- 
ting an arme, another ; an eye | for ajl thete and 
the like vvere the etteats nies of 1nne) he 
vyas pleatcd to bring, vyimn atk nd of gicedy 
hart, the fame hand of ftrength, vyhich be- 
fore, had made thoſe armes and ey 'e5,torElicie 
them, as by alind of ſecond creation. 

Bur O thou infinite God! and yvho ſhal 
euer bc ableto tell vs, hovy the tendernes of 
this loue did make that very hart of thine, a 
kind of moſt true interiour (f* noſpital}, voizer- 
by all thoſe other hoſpital] vyere fed; and 


of our 


vyhereinto ther miſeries yverc recciued; and | ord wat 
from vyhence they vyere ſupplyed vvith all the true 


that mercy, V vher of they had necd. For if Itb 
had fuck a tart; as made him be ar o" et9 the 
blinae, a foote to thel.:mme, and « Fit'cr to the Or- 


| prane , (for as Much as Re cricucy at tie Mis 


jeries Yynich Lay Vpoinpo3 < people, a 101 pro- 
cured toremore them, by yv-urkes of ' mercy) 


hoſpitall 
of mercy. 
Ib. 39, 


hoyy mvch more are vVe 10 Sa 12eue-It of (8g) Ne 


Chriſt our Lord. In! s)comnra >! vyhole 
tealt mercy, t! 1C rea: wy" mercy « of rule Vvas 
meere cruelty. Teil V's tac:tore deere L ora, 
hovy tull that hair of tnine vas of eves ; and (- 
kovy many vvayes nad dhs vi Cloaking, all at 

ONCcc, 


| 
; 
"we 


raercy 
muſt C O> 
Prey \\! th 
ti: Lak of 
138 3ſt ? 
4 
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once, tor our both teporall and eternal] Food? 
For whiltt thou wert curing the bodies of 
{ome, thou hadit an ayme at the miraculous 
rccouery of the foules of others. He cured FS. 
Peter and S. Andrew ot the intricare netts, and 
perplexed cares ot worldly buſines. And $, 
_— +. 1.zmes and FS. lohn, not only of wordly affaires, 
et burof wordly aticctions to their friends. S. 
Mathew he brought trom vnlawfull gaynes; 
and S. Mary Magdalene from impure pleaſures. 
And cuery one of thete, & many, many more, 
at an inſtant, by the only caſt of a counte- 
nance, orſome one fingle word of his ſacred 
mouth , hauing fir!t reccaued a tinure from 

his enamoured harr. 


Kory the corporall Miracles of our Lord Teſus, had 
4% 4yme 41 the reformanen of ſoules , and did 
gend to the diſconermg , and facalita- 
ting the beliefe of great Myſteryes. 


CHAP. 44 


N x corporall miracles themſeJues, did 
T all carry a kind of reſpect, tothe ſoulegy 
either of the, on whome they were wrought, 
orels ot others. And that not only , by way 
of purging them in point of life; but of illu- 
minarting them alſo by way of molt pertect 
vnderitanding, and belicfe; yea and yet furs 
ther, by vvay of vniting them to himlſelte, 
through pure and perfect Joue . Fittung cuery 


| thing, vvith qdinine vyiſcdome, to cuery —_ 
| | on 


| 
| 


RT 
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fon, according to the ſeucrall diſpoſttion, 
which he was tound to haue. Chrilt our Lord 
(as S. Auguſiime ſaith) did intend : That what- 
foeuer he wrought corporally,, might ſpiri:ully alſo be 
yrnderſtood . He wrought not; {aith he) thoſe miracles 
for the miracles alone; but that , as thoſe things which 
he expoſed to the ſigh: of men, were ack:1owledged 10 
be itrange ſothoſe other things , which be m{wuated 
therby to the vuderstauding, naght be imvraced 4s Tee 
And S. Gregory aeclares (to the ſame efiect} 
That the miraculous workes of Chriſt cur Lord , did 
Shew one thmg, by the power which they expreſ4ed; & 
did declare another,by the mistery which they coraced. 

There (®) was not thertore, a corporal 
miracle, wrought by Chkriit our Lord, wich 
had not alſo a relation, to the diſcouery, anc 
cure of ſome ſpiritual] diteaſe of the minde. 
The deafenes of men, did ſhew , a not com- 
plying with heavenly infpirations . Theyr 
blindenes, a darknes of vaderſtanding. Their 
Feuersa boyling vp of ſenſual appetite, whic: 
cauſed extreme diſorder in the will." 7hew lea 
profies,a rooted impurity of the foule, Thei: 
Lunacies a mad inconſtancy of the minde. 
Their Paralities ati ynaptnes and weakens 
towards 21] good workes. Their Cropfies , a 
gredinesafcer gaine, together with a ſwelling 


vp of Pride. And finally, their bio nollet- 


ſed, a ſtare of men . who wer2 zeprobarcly 
given oter tofinne ; together with the birrer 


{cruitude, wherin the deuill holdeth ſuch as * 


become his laue: 
No ons tigh wa: vitered by Chriſt ov! 
L 0) ds 


S. Ang, 


ſerm. 44s 


de verbis 
Dommi, 


Hom. v1 
in Eugu?, 


(4) The 
rezatica 
which 
corporall 
Citeaſes 
2UC 25 
(piritua'ls 
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Th - 254 Of the Lowe of our Zord, 
Lord;no one teare was ſhed, bur with inten< 
tion to inftruct vs, how to deplore our miſery 
| and how to implore the dune mercy. There 
| Q)The ab) nora motion of his hand (with rela- 
miſe" 1on to the cure of any man) wherin ſome mis 
ne on. ſtery was not wrapped vp ; orclsſome cere- 
net Be mony {anctitied ; aud recommended to the 
the cere- Vie of ticholv Church. And fo we ſee, hoyw 
| monies in the adminittiation of Bapriſme , thoſe ye- 
i Which y ceremonies are imbraced by vs, which 
were f2n- Chriſt our Lord did vie co ticke perſons of ſe= 
| _Qified by terail kindes ;all whoſe {pi:icuall diſeaſes,doe 
his mira- % 3 1 
"4 meer in the perſon of an intanr, rijl he be bap- 
tized. For hers ſpiritually deate , and there- 
fore doth the Prieſt pur hs tingars into the 
childs eares, and crycth Epbara. He is fpiri- 
tually dumbe, and rhertore his tongue is rou- | 
ched with fpittle. Andhe is yet inthe power 
of the deuill , and a child of wrath , and ther- 
fore is he exorcized, as we ſee, to hauc bens 
done ypon poſlefled perlons, by our B. Lord. 
Oftentymes, ne cured both the bodies of ſick- 
nes, and the ſoules of finnes, though the Pa- 
tients deſired bur to be corporally cured. And 
when he did not cure their foules, it was on- 
Iy becauſe they were not, nor would not be 
well diſpoſed to receiue that bleſſing . But o> 
terwiſe, what he wrought vpo their bodies 
was ordayned by that d:uine goodnes to the 
helpe of their ſouies; X if rhey hearkned to his | 
inſpirations, they did inſtantly recouer both 
inthe ourwardand inward man. 
Many alto of the miracles of Chriſt our 
Lord, 
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| and Saviour Teſus Chriſt. 255 
Lord, (<) did ſweetly prepare a way forthe (c) Many 
beliete of other nobler miracles, which did miracles 
alſo concerne the higheſt mitteries of the Ca were os 
tholiketaith. As namely, the rayling vp of 1.7. ©ayned 
£4;u, diſpoſed men to belecue the reſurrection M Wa 
of che dead, at the lait day . And thoſe two mi- reciting 
racles of the walking of ovr Lord ypon the ſea, and the beliefs 
the itupendious multiplying of the loaues 0 f bread in of Chrie 
thedejert, doe both together, opena faire and lttan Rev 
ready paſlage, towards abclicte of the Cathc- ligion. 
licke Doctrine, concerning the rea! preſence 794%. rt, : 
of our bletled Lord, in the moſt venerable $Sa- M4 144 
: Mati, 19, 
crament of the Altar, For, lis wlklns on the ſea, x1, 3 
ſhewed that his body was no way fubicct ts © | 
the ordinary conditions of a natural] body, | 
whenſocuer he thould be plcaſed to exempr it | 
| fromthem, although of it (cite, it were 2 per- 
fect naturall body. And his multiplying ot 
the loaues, did deliuer , in plaine language tr {| 
_ the world, the ſoueraigne power which he | 
had, and hath, to multiply, what, and hoy - p | 
much, he would . Which twc points being 
accorded , therc remaines no diftcrjry in be- | 


lieuing our doctrine of the real] preferice of | 
our Lordin the bleſſed Sacrament. j 
So(®\thatto coclude, the loue of on; Lord {d)Tije i 


IEsvs, in the working of his miracles was ex- ceduCon 
taordinarily great. Both becauſe the things *fth:s dif 
themſeluecs yvere { greatly great ; and becanle 
they were wrought, with ſuch a periedt and 
Pure inteniton, of Gods greateſt glory, and Criſt 
our greateſt good. They tended nor only a5 our Lord: 


We haue [een, to the cure of eoudye; 
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256 37 LE LOKE Of ORY Lord, . 
of ſoules . Andnot only of ſoules, tb be con- 
uerted at that tyme; but through all ages alſ{o | 
atterwazcd, by the diſcouery of our ſpirituall 
intirmities; and by the jnlticucion of moſt ho- 
ly ceremonies ; and by facilitating a beliefe of 
the higheſt miſteries . Making one miracle, to 
beaſtep, and introduction for another; as } 
haue thewed in the particular of the bletied | 
(e)Conſi- Sacrament: . And (©) it for cuery one of them | 
gerall alone,alozall and gratetull hart, would tind 
theſe cir- ijrſel{e obliged to loue him, withall the power 
cumſtaces jr hath; what effect ought ſuch an aboundant 
with at= cauſe as they all, together doc make yp) to 
tention. -cxgrt 
worke in vs, and how ought they to induce 
vs tohonourand adore ſuch an inceſſat good- 
nes. For it it would goe for a great fauour, 
that a Principall man thould once youchſafe 
to vilite a Sch beboar or [eprous ſlaue; & the 
more Ip 5 bn one of them were,and the 
more bale the other, ſo miuch the greater fa- 
uour it would be; And if to that viſit, he thould 
be pleaſed to add the tendernes of ſome com- 
paſſionate ſpeach, and almes, and cuen of 
corporall ſeruiceabour that creature; and not 
only once , but often ; and not only to one, 
of) How bur to all the world ; how itltly would ſuci 
Mhoſeaune 2 CNArity , cxadt all admiration at our hands? 
409/46 Y Let vs therfore loue and eternally a- 
ractes,o- dore our bleſſed Lord, who being the God of 
blige vs heauen andearth, youchſated to looke ypon 
tothe ſuch miſerable creatures as we are with ſuch 
loue of eyes of pitty. And (f) although thoſe former 
ourEvrd: cyres, were not Wrought for the recouery of 
OH. 


| - and $Satiou? Teſm "259 
out indiniduall bodyes ; yet there is fro fingle 
circumitance belonging to any one of them, 
which giueth nota copious ſupply of inftru- 
&ion and comfort to our ſoules ; andeſpeci- 
ally that laſt and greateſt miracle, of ail mira- 
cles, of the inſtitution of the moſt bleiled Sa- 
crament of the Altar. So that , to-omir all o= 
ther moderne miracles (which yer ate 1nnu- 
merable) Chriit our Lord doth till vvorke 
miracle ypon miracle in this blefſed Sacra- 
ment. For this is conſecrated in thouſands of 
places, daily and hourely; and it is imparted 
as eaſily and liberally ro the worſtand wicke= 
deſt of vs all (if cuen now ar laft, we haue a 
reſolution to mend)as it was to his own moſt 
bleſſed morher, and his Apoſtles. And this, is 
notonly a laſting miracle of inſtruction , and 
direction, and conſolation, both of body and 
ſoulc, as thoſe others were; but it isa miracle 
of high communication and perfe& vnion. 
Wherby the omnipotent NMaielty of Ged , i 


IS Matf, 262 


content, after a ſort, to make f1nfull man, be- Li 
come one thing with himſelfe . That divine joy = 
£5 


oodnes vouchſafing to leaue it to his Church 
y way of Legacy in the night precedent to 
his paſſion, as euen now I am endeauouring 
to thew. 
Of the infinite Loue which our Lord Teſus, shewed 
70 ps, mm the wititution of thebleſſed Sacrament, 
«nd the holy Sacrifice of the Maſe, 


CHAP. ; 
CJ. Lord God of his goodnes give ys 
$7ac6;thatin ysitmay be verified, witich 
os \ - hath 
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"Of 1 oe: df ory Lord, : 
hach bene vttered by his owne ſacred mouth: 
Habenti dabitur ; To him who bath , shall be giuen. 
And thar, ſfincc he hath indued vs with Faith, 
inthe belicfe of the miſteries of his pretious life 
and death; we may till haue Faith, more and 
more; wherwith to giue a firme, & feeling, & 
inflamed kind of aſlent, to all the teſtimonies 
of his infinite loue , which haue bene made to 


doubt, whether they were , or could be true, 
OI NO. 
The bcloued Apoſtle, and Euangeliſt 
S. Toby, had lodged himlſclte, ſo long, ſo ncerc 
the hart of our bleſſed Lord ; that he was ea- 
fily able to diſcerne, and declare how exccl- 
lently he loued ys from the beginning ; and 
that withall, his loue continued towards vs to 
the end. Teſus autem, cumdilexiſſet ſuos, in finem d1- 
exit eos . Nay the motion of the [oue of his di- 
nine hart towards man, hauing bene ſo natu- 
allin him, it isno meruaile it it yyent more 
violently in the end of his facred life , then at 
ibs beginning. All the paſlions of that haphy 
] = oule 
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ſoule, were intyrely ſubie@co the commannd 
of his,reaſon ; and he held ir to be a thing a- 
greable to the dignity & immurability of the 
God he was to ſpeake of all things (as was 
touchr before ) after a poſitive manner, and 
wondertully (as we vie to ſay) within com- 
paſſe. Superlatiues, and Exaggerations vied 
ro be thin {owed in the bleſled mouth of our 
Lord Iesvs. Nor is he, in effect, ever found 
to haue ſaid any thing, as ſeeming to haue 
bene tranſported with any extraordinary , or (byWhen 
pallionare detire, or care; but (®) only con- he came 

cerning that which he was to ſuffer in his ſa- towardes 


- cred Pathon, and that which he was to doe, the paſhs 


in the night precedent to the ſame. our _ 
When formerly he was aduifing his A- _—— 
oſtles to haue great confidence in the prout- þ;, == 
dence of God, (by ictting them ſee what a care 
he had euen of ſparrowes; and inferring ther- 
by, that he would incomparably more, haue 
care of them ) he exaggerated not the matter, 
but did only aske : 1 '4 themſelues were not to be 
more efleemed then many ſparrowes ? Wheras yet 
oneſoule, is more in the fight of God, not on- 
ly the many ſparrowes, but then al the whole 
material world put together . When he hada 
mind to tell them, what a miſery it was for 
that wretch , that he would make himlelfe the 
betrayer of the ſonne of man; he only ſaid; wobe Mar, 6; 
ro that man,it bad been better for him if he had neger 
been borne , which was but a very plaine, and 
politiue manner of exprefſion . For as mnich 
As, Not only Us greatelt inane which cues 
2 Nat 
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260 Of the Loue of our Lord, - 
was perhaps conceaued , but the leaſt mortal) 
finne that can be imagined, without repen- 

tance, doth make a man much more ynhappy, 

then if he were vtterly depriued of being. 

When he profeiled the ny of his e- 
ternall Fathers power, todeliuer him out of 

the hands of them who tooke and tyed him; 

Matt, x6, hetold them only, that if he should pray for any 
helpe of that kznd, his Father would ſend , more then 

twelue legtons of Angells, to his ſuccour. Wheras 

he might as good cheape haue ſaid, tweluethouſ- 

nd, as twelye legions , But our Lord IEsvs, was 
not wont to vie any ſuperlatiue manner of 

ſpeach ; and he hath had many ſeruants, who 

haue carefully imitated him in this, as in the 

reſt. But yet neucrthcleſſe, whe he refleted y- 

o the thought of that pa(ſio, which he was re» 

fer to yndergoe for the Redeption of mi; 

the very deſire of the approach of ſo happy 

a day, made him cofelle, that he was inpaine, 

TyceI3%4 HQ it didarriue. Bap:iſmmo habeo baptizari, & quo- 
| modo coattor , doncc vemat.. Or rather he did not 
ſo much ſay, that he wasin paine,as by words 
of interrogation, (in the way, after aſort, of 

ſeeming impatient) he asked himſelfe this ve- 

(Cc) Our ueition in effect; How much am 1 payned, how 
Lord did (fr aztely am 1 impriſoned, til 1 haue my fil of ſufſering 

__ for for the loge of man? 

EE yo ; Juſt (*)ſo may weſee, that when the 
might in- Me of celebrating the feaſt of the Paſchal lambe 
Nitute the Was come; he grew euen greedily defirous, to 
B. Sacra= cate it, in the company of his B. Apoſtles, 
cnt, betors his Pallion. And for il.cir comfort, he 
| | would 
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would not chooſe bur ſay, Deſiderzo defideraui r.gc, «3; 
manducare vobiſcum hoc Paſcha antequam patiar. 
That he deſired it, and that with defire ypon 
deitre; and ſuch delire , as could neuer be ap- 
peaſed, rill he were fatisfied, till that ryme of 
- the laſt ſupper were paſt, wherin he had re- 
ſolued ro impart vnſpeakeable tokens of his 
loue to them, and ſo the other tyme of his Paſ- 
fon, wherin he was to endure the depth of 
all torments, and affronts for the ſame louc, 
were then immediatly to come. 
In the euening therfore , and within 
few howers of his Paſſion, this enamoured 
Lord of ours, hauing all the parts and paſla- 
gestherof in his eye, and looking , as it were, : 
in the very face of death, and ſuch a death ; he 
| yet (4)laid yp all the ſorrow in his owne hart, (4) Our 
and would diſcouerto his Apoſtles, no other , = , 
| ſemblancethen of ioy and comfort, leaſt his g,f,"* 
riefe might be a cauſe of theirs, He conuer- of al] j;p 
4 with them after his ordinary and familiar forro,y $29 
manner ; he diſpoſed himſelfe firit to eate the himſclfe, 
Paſchall lambe with them. After that, he loan, 
fate downe with them toa common Supper; 
He kept his diuine countenance full of quiet= 
nes and peace ; He tooke them cloſe about 
him, on all ſides; He cheered them vp, with 
his gratious eyes, and he carued them with his 
Iiberall hands. Nay with thoſe hands, (to the 
diſpeſation wherof hiseternall Father had c6- 
mitted all things) he diſdayned not then, to 
waſh the yncleane feete of thoſe poore Apoſt- 
les. For which purpoſe firſt, he put of his vp- 
| R 3 pet 
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262 | Of the Love of our Lord, 
er garment, asany hired {eruant was to haue 
done; and by the force of his owne armes, he 

tookea big vellell tull of water, & out of thar, 
he filled a leſſer. He girt himſelfe with a to- 
well, into which he tooke their corporallyn- 
cleanes ; as a figure of how he would purify 
their harts, by his ſacred Paſſjon; For then 
he was to bearc the deformity of their finnes 
ypon the ſhoulders of his body, which was 
akind of winding lheet to his ſoule. When 
our Lord had thus performed this a of re- 
ligion, in cating of the Paſchall lambe ; and of 
incomparable ſuauity jn his conuerſation ; 8 
of ynſpeakeable humility, in the Lotio of his 
(e)The Apoltles feete; he returned to the table, and a- 
Angells mazed allthe(*©) Angells of heauen , whoſe 
mighe vVnderttading dideuen agonize, in ſecing him 
well be a- pertorme, that ſupereminent act of Charity ; 
mazed to whey he inſtituted the bletled Sacrament of 
ſeerhe the Altar, and ordeyned the holy Sacrifice of 


_ © of the Maſle, which was ſo worthy of an infinite 
his oo. God. | 

iS LY 
Party j This was done by diuine goodnes, 1m- 


food es mediarly ypon his hauing wathed the Apoſt- 
finners. les feete. And our Lord was pleaſed , by that 
vnſpeakeable humility of his, to prepare , and 

exalr them toa participation of ſo high myſte- 

Toa. 7, ries, as wereto follow . The holy Ghoſt was not 
zben deſcended, becauſe the ſoune of man was not aſce= 

ged vp to heaten, And therfore it is no meruaile, 

It S. Peter, were atthat tyme to ſeeke, concer- 

ning the reaſs, why our Lord would vſe ſuch 

22 excelle as that. But he was told, that he 

ſhould 
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ſhonldynderſtand the myſtery afterward, and os. ry; 


purity in this world could betoo great, for the great pu- 


: , is requift- 
went about; which was to be ordeyned te,to a Can 


Prieſts; and not only to partake, burallo to tholique 
diſpenſe the T_ body and bloud, of our prieſt, - - 
blefled Lord. 
Qur Lord Itsvs did therfore take bread 

3nt0 bis bands ; be bleſſed it , and gaue therof to his Diſ- 
cxples, when firſt he had pronounced the words 
of Conſecration ouer it. Declaring , and con- 
ſequently making it, to be that very body of 
his, which was to be offred ypon the Crofle. - 
That being done, he'alſo tooke the Chalice, 
and he nd that in like manner ; afhr- 
ming, and therby alſo making it, to be that 
very bloud , which was to be powred out at- 
terward, for the (aluation of the world. He 
authorized and commaunded them withall, to 
doe the like in commemoration of what he 
thould haue done, and ſuffered for them. 

Now incomparable was the Ioue whicl 
our Lord ſhewed heerin both in ſubſtance & 
circumſtance. In (68) ſubſtance, becauſe he mon 
gaue himſelfe forthe food of his ſeruants; and Ars any 
inthe manner of it, becauſe he did it in ſuch g, ,,,q * 
a ſweet, and tender faſhion rowards them; & fyeer in 
at ſuch atyme, when yet his owne hart, was circcum-+ 
oppreſſed with ſorrow , through the forc- ſtances 
knowledge, andexpedtation of his bitter Paſ(- 
fio, which was the at hand. Nay he was plea- 
ſed ( as appeareth by the words of the ſacred 

=” 34 
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then he would calily know withal, that{f;no (f The 


diſpoſing of themſelues, to that which they "ty Which 
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* nas 264 -Of4 Lok of ogr Lord, * 
- Gb)In the Texti)49be(Þ) feeding his thoughts. aftually, 
| very 6on- Vpon how he was to glue his body vp, by his. 
* fecration, butter Paſſion, and to ſhed his bloug; bya-vio- 


| on whalſt he, was grauntingrthat legacy,and con» 
4 
O 


Paget, ſecrating the ſame body and bloud of his, for: 
Gon, the comtorcand lor ioeankind. vaderthe fa- 
= miliaranddelightful formes of bread.& wine. 


He was takiag his leaug of them , though yet 


weatfrom them, in that. yiſible manner, a- 


8 « 


ſhould hauea mind to call. hum. 


great mercy to man .- Of the neceſuiy of & 
viſible Sacrifice: and how our Lord 
bizſcife, doth ſtill offer tt. 


C H A P. 46 


Hate, 7 that he ſhould haue-taken heed yyhat he 
| &:/t ro foie, much lefſe vvas this invaluable 
ievycil, to be mii-{pent vpon fo many, vvho 
vyould continually be vyalloyving in the 
fich of finne. That there yyould be a vvorld 


of Pagans, lewes, Heretiques, and yyho yvould 
NOLt 


be ſpeaks jcnt, :and.moit dilhonprabie effulioza;ieucn 


he knew not how to leaue them . Butas he: 


cording to which he had conuerſed yvith- ths, 
ti] that ryme; {o yer, heyyould bind himſelf ro 
come in perſon to them tor their comtort, 
though in another tomps, vvheaſocuer they 


How our Lord would not harken to thoſe reaſons, - 


winch might hace dzſſiwvaded bum from shewitg tins : 


T: reaſon mighr haue preuailed , it ſcemes ; 


vvas about doe. That if Pearles were not tobe 


_ WJ” 2. w— —— — 


{ 
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| any man woult eittzer yader-value the bene- 
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not beleeuc , and would blaſpheme the tut 

therof. "That millions of Catholikes, though 

they did beleeue it, would not yet trequent tt, 

but ayould rather fo:beare this bread ot lite, 8& 

this fountaine of heauenly water, then the 

muddy miſerable gutt of ſome carnal pleaſure, 

qr{ome baſe intereit of the world, which yer 

doth but lead them from a Purgatory in this 

lite, toa Hell in the next. That ſome would 

do: worſe then toabſtayne ; for notwithſtan- 

ding that they reſolued ſtil] to finne, they 

would yet preſume with Saciilegious mouth 

to- prophane this Lord ot heauen aud earth; & 

to bring God into that houſe, wherof the de- 
uill-had poſle{ſion and dominion. And in fine, 

thatthey would be too few , who would of- 
ten.rcſort to it with due reuerence of that Ma- 

teſty; with hungar aſter truc ſanctity; with 
loue.of that immenſe beauty; and with that 

Murity of hart which might forbid them to la- 

uithand walt themiſelues away, in purſuite of 
Creatures. : 

This might hane ſeemed to be the yoyce 

of reaſon which was ro haue diverted our 

bleſſed Lord, fromſubmitting himſelſc to ſuch ©) "_ 
indignity, as he ſeemed, by his mercy , to m—_ 9 

: : | e leueo 

grow ſubiec to . But (®) he, on the other ſide, ,.. 1 org 
would needs ynderſtand it to be otherwiſe. ade an- 
Andrthat he being an infinite God, jt vyonld ſwere in 
become him well, to be infinitely good. Thar cur be- 
irſhould not be long of him, if a}] the world ÞIlfe to 


were not inchavned to him by love. Thar if _ i 
: Coats 
ic 
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266 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
fit; and much more if he would abuſc it other- 
wiſe, amolt rigorousaccount thould be asked 
therof. And that, in the meane tyme, ir would 
becomfort inough forhim, if ſuch as wette re- 
ſolued ro ſerue him, might be incorporated 
| to him ; not only by ſupernaturall grace, bur 
| by this ſuperſubltanriall bread , which thould 
cauſe an ynſpeakeable ynion berwene him & 
them. This wasa principall reaſon, why our 
Lord waspleafed to inſtitute both this diuine 
Sacrifice and Sacrament in this laſt ſupper of 
his; buthe did it, betides , for the fulfilling of 
Propheſies, and the perteQting of the figures 

of the old Teſtament. 

He was not come, as himſelfe had for= 
merly athrmed, To breake the law, but to fulfillze. 
And therfore as he was pleaſcd to cate the Paſ- 
| chall Lambe, with all thoſe Ceremonies which 
tb) The *h< law required, and which, till then, were 
Paſchall T0 be of force; ſo (©) the ſame, being partly 
lambe Aa figure of the Paſſion and Death, of our 
was afi- Lord Iesvs; and much more properly, of the 
ure, both Bleſſed Sacrament, and the holy Sacrifice of | 
” the the Maſle, it became his Truth and Good- 
eathof cs, to ordaine and inſtitute them at that 
tyme. 
> 43%, For his Church in euery one of the | 
B. Sacra. ſtates therof, aſwell vnder the law of nature, 
ment, asthe written law , was the Spouſe of Chriſt 
our Lord; and in vertue of that only contun- 
ion, it vyas acceptable and pleaſing to the 
cternall Father . But particularly it was to be 


fo, vader the Law of Grace, vyhen once it | 
= B| | ſhould 
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«nd Sauiour Tefus Chrift. 267) 


ſhould come to be fed, by his ſacred body, and 
inebriated by his pretious bloud. And ther- 
fore, as in thoſe former rymes, the Church of 
Chriſt our Lord, had neuer bene without her 
Sacritices (neither 1s there indeed, or can there 
be, any true Religion, without a reall, and 
proper Sacrifice) {o much leſle yyould he per- 
mit, that Spouſe , ynder the lavy of grace, to 
yyant this tans meanes, Wherby to pro- 
telt the faithfull, and incommunicable ho- 
mage, VVhich the oyves,'to him. For (©) 4 $4- 


enfice , is awors1p of Latria;, and the ſupreme att of (c) The 
religion , wherby( throngh the oblaiton , and externall Oblation 


mutation of ſome corporall thing, (according to the par- 
iicular rites, and ſacred ceremomes which are perfour- 


2ed , by perſons , who are peculiarly deputed fer that _ 
purpoſe and are called Prieſts) the excellency of the di- ligion, 
_ wene Maiefty , and the ſupreme Dominion which it 


bath , ougr the hife and death of all the creatures , u 
acknowledged and proteſted. Now therfore, Chriſt 
our Lord, yyould notdepriue vs of this bleſ- 
ſing. But as, vvith great ule to Vs,he had 
already changed the Czrcumciſivof the old law, 
into Bapuiſme ; ſo alſo was the diuine Good- 
nes pleaſed, to make all thoſe figuratiue Sacri+ 
fices of the ſame old lavy, yeild vp their poſ- 
ſcſhon in the nevv, and giue place to this one 
other moſt excellent Sacrifice, of his ovvne 
molt pretious body and bloud. 

The Sacrifices of theold lavv, vyere blou- 


dy; and they vvere offred by that braunch of Num. r, 
the Tribe of Lem, which deſcended from 4- & 3+ 


Ton. But yet Melchiſedech, allo yvas a Prieſt, 
and 


ce is the 
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268 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
Gw 14, andthatlong betore;and he offced an vnbloy- 
Fe. iog, dy Sacrifice, and it conſiited ot bread 8& wine. 
Novv Chrilt our Lo:d, vyho is our true high 
Prieſt; did fumme vp all the Sacrifices of * 
both thoſe kindes, into his oyvne ſacred ſelfe. | 
For asthole former bloudy Sacritices, did pre= ; 
figure the Sacrifice of his pretious life vpon the 
Croile ; ſo that other of bread and vvine, did 
pretigure the Sacriiice of the holy Maſſe . And 
{o truely and properly, is this laſt a Sacrifice, 
and (otruly vyas he the Prieſt, vvho offered it 
firſt in this laſt ſupper ofhis; and ſo truly did 
he ordaine his Apoltles to do the like by thoſe 
vvords , Hoc facttc in meam commemorationem, Dog 
this in commemoration of me, (& in their perſons, 
all thoſe others allo, of ſucceeding ages vvere 
appointed to doc it, vvho thould in like man- 
ner, be ordayned by them) that vnleſle this 
truth be fincerly and religiouſly granted, vve 
ſhall neuer be ablc to verify thoſe yyords of 
the holy Ghoſt, vvherby it vvas propheſied 
thus by Dad , concerning Chriſt our Lord, 
Fel. 199. nd ſo vnderſtood by the holy Fathers of the 
Church(as vve thall ſhortly ſee, )T# es ſacerdos 
in etern'im , ſecundum ordinem Melchiſedech : Thou 
«rt a Prieft for ener, after the order of Melchiſedech. 
But a true and lawfull Prieſt heis, af- 
ter the orderof Melchiſedech, anda Prieſt he | 
15to be, till the end of the yyorld . Andalth- 
ough he be raigning ſtil] in heauen, yetcon- 
rinually doth heexerciſe this office of his, by 
nisdeputies , yyhoare true Catholicke Prieſts. 
And principally it i he,yyho offereth vp his K 
own 
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ovyne body and bloud, together yyith them; 
he being the, only true Originall Prieſt, and 
theſe otherMough properly & truly Prieſts) 
yet being but partakers of his Poyyer, & Or- 
der, by his grace. Novy this body and bloud 
of our Lord Iesvs vvho is the one only Sacri- 
fice, and yyho vyas offered yp in a bloudy mi- 
ncr ypon the Croſſe, is noyy offered dayly,in 
an vnbloudy manneryvpon our Altars. Con= 
teyning (©) in it ſelfe, all ſufficiency , and a- , d) The 
boundance of grace, both for the lining and facrigce of 
dead ;tor the propination of ſinne, and the the Maſs 
paines vyhich tolloyy it; the thankſgiving for is both 
benefits already receiued, & the impetration Propitia» 
of graces to be heereafter graunted , by Al- Io y 
mighty God. And this is that Sacrifice wher- = "= = 
of Malachy did to cleerly propheſy ; vyhen of thanks 
(reprouing the Sacrifices of the old layv ) he giving; & 
ſpake thus , as in the tyme of the layy of grace: doth be=- 
Ab ortu ſolis , vſque ad occaſum , magnum et nomen nefit both 
meum in gentibus@c. From thervſing of the ſunne,to *®< quick 
the going downe therof , great is my name among the © cad. 
gentiles. And in enery place, there s ſacrificing , and *©'** *+ 
there u offered to my name acleane oblation, becauſe 

my name i great among the Gentills, ſayth the 

Lord of Hojts, 


ef 
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Of the iudgemzt which the holy ye Church | 


haue aliwayes made of thu holy SaWtice, and 
B. Sacrament; and the great venera- 
120n, which they had them in, and the 
motriues whereby we may be int 
duced to do the like. © 


CHAP, 47+ 


&\ ry might the Prophet ſay, that 
this Sacrifice yvas pure andcleane, 
ſince it is no leſle then God himſelfe, though 
not as God, but man . And the cheife Prieſt 
alſo is God vyho dayly offercth vp the ſame, 
together vvith the ſubordinate Prieſt. And al- 
though no Quire of Angells can ſpeake as 
magnificently of it, as the thing deſcrues; yet 
the Fathers of the Church haue done theyr 
beſt, roacknoyyledge and admire it. And for 
the comfort of my reader, I vyill cite him a 
feyy of the many paſlages vyyhich are found 
in them. 
(a)Lyer, Who « more the Prieft of God,ſayth (®) S. 
l. 2. Ep. 3, Cyprian,then our Lord leſus Chrit, who offered 4 Sa 
(b) Cyril. crificeto God the Father, &+ be offered that which Mel- 
Hlreroſol. h1[edech offered, rowit, bread and wine,that is to ſa), 
4 oy @ hns owne body and bloud. 
- 47 1 hen we offer this Sacrifice , ſayth (>) 
Countell Saint Cyrill, we afterwards make mention of the 
of Nuce)in dead. 


Corech, We eret not Alt.ars to Martyrs, ſaith (C) S. 
maſt. ss Angaſeine , batwe offer Sacrifice to him alons , who 
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. and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt . 27r 
is the God both of them andvs. This S. Auguitine (c) Ame * 
 faith;and he relateth els vyhere of his mother, £#/t. deci. 
That when she was dying , sbedefired him to remem- #.Deil, 
ber ber, at the Altar , where che ras wont to be pre- py: 6- bs 
ſent, euery day ; and frem whence she knew ihat holy Conf ft 
Sacrifice (a) to bediſpenſed , wherby the hand wr)= ,, . Ks . 
ting was blotted out which was contrary to vs. (d) The 
Our flesh,ſayth(e'Tertullian, doth ſecd vpon body of 
the body and bloud of Chriſt, that the ſoule alſs may be our Lord, 
made fat with God. (e)Tertul, 
| Thebread which onr Lord gaue to bis Diſci- * 4erelur= 
ples, (as(f) S. Cypruun ſaith of the Reall Preſence) mn. eas 
being changed not m shew , but in ſubſtance, by the (f) _ 
ommpotency of the word, was made flesh . That as in - SE 
the perſon of Chriſt the humanity was ſeene , and the Donn, © 
diumity lay bid ; ſo bath the dzuine efjence vnſpeakea- 
bly powred xt ſelſe , 1nto this tmuiſible Sacrament. (98) Gre» 
We doe nightly bileeue,layth (g) S. Gregery gor, Nyſ« 
q of Niſſe , that bread being ſantlified , by the word of ſen,in gra- 
God , is tranſmrted into the body of the word of God. tone ca- 
We know , and hane 1t fer mot ofured, fayth *fiica | 
(h) S. Cyr ll Bichop of Hieruſalem , that this bread COP 37+. | 
which ts ſeene b s ror bread, althonghthe raft e- (®) SH. 
y vs, s notbread, althoughthe taft e- |, 
fteeme 1; tobe bread, but that it is tLebedyof Chiiſt, 1. j 
_ Many mothers, fait) S. Chryſosiome, put ont gry, 4, 7 
their children, when they arc borne, to be nurst byo= (i) Chry- 
thers , but Chriſt our Lord roruld not doe ſoe, bur doth ſoft, horn, | 
nourtsh ys with his erwne body, ant ſo d9ih Comozne, & 83-in ' 
glew ys 10 himſelfe. Matt. 
| O miracle 1k" O benenr'y of God fayth the (46)cgry. 
ſame S. Chryfotome! te that fitterh aboue, with the ſoſt.l. 3. 
Father, at the ſame aſt ant is handicd.by the hands of de Sacerds 
#ll; andre delivers hynſelie vp to ſuch as willreceauc tio. 
FOR. [ 


Oy A _ # 


—_ 
—_ 


—_— 


' " Cbry-  andimbrace him. 


we tbe Lo» 1 day Lord; ; | 
And in (I another place, he 
foi. hom. ſayth thus , That which s in the Chalice , flowed 
24 £.10- ogt of hiside, and of that doe we communicate. 
oe This mdeed, as ſayth S.(®Ephrem,exceedeths 
Co:1mP- il admiration, all ſpeach , and all conceipt , which 
(mm) Sam _ A : ! 
Epbrem Chriſt our $autourthe only begotten ſonneof God, bath 
(who Was done . To vs who are clad with ſlech, he hath ginen 
fomitiar fire, and ſparit to eate , namely hu body, and bis bloud.. 
With Sams My bread,tayth(®) S. Ambroſe, u yſuall bread 
Befil the but this bread is bread , before the words of the Sacrd- 
___ * ment, but whe che coſecration once doth come,of bread 
Di non 3 # madethe flechof Chris. Let vs therfore ſettle this 
forutanda Pvt how that winch is bread , can be made the body of 
Cap. 5, Chn#3t ? By conſecration. This conſecration, of what 
(n) 4m- ſpeach and words doth 3t confist? Of the words and 
bref. |. 4. ſpeacb of our Lord leſus . Fer all the reſt which is ſaid, 
de 54014 7 either prayſe giuen to God, or there are particular 
mani, -; . 
prayers, made for the people, and for Kings, andothers. 
Bat when he comes to the tyme of makzng the B. Sa- 
crament , the Prieſt doth no longer ſpeake in bu owne 
words, but in the wordsof Chriſt . The ſpeach ther- 
fore of Chriſt, u that which makes thu Sacrament. 
What ſpeach of Chriſt? Thevery ſame wherby al things 
were made. Our Lord commaundcd, and the heauen 
was made . Ouy Lord commaunded, and the earth was 
made. Oxr Lord commanundet, and the ſea was made. 
Otur Lord commaunded 7 al che creatures were made. 
Thou ſeeit therfore how effetually the ſpeach of Chriſt 


- (o) Note doth work. if then there be ſuch power in ihe ſpeach 


this con- of 047 Lord Teſus, as to make thoſe things be, whicls 
ſequence» were not 5 how much more efſefually, will at works 
towards themah:ng of them be which are; andtomake 

them bs changed, une viher , then what they _ 

Ther - 


en 


" and Saunur Teſus Chit, 275 
Therfore (p) that 1 may anſwere thee, I {xy : That it (þ) Marks 
was not the bedy of Chriſt , before the conſecration; but wellthe 
after the conſecration, 1 ſay to thee, tht then, 2t i the ©xpreſſe 
body of Christ. | —_— 
Chriſt was carried, ſayth{q) S. Augustme, m Gains 
his owne bands, when commending his body to hes A- (q) Aug: 
poitles, he ſtd, Hoc et corpus meuin,th;s is my vody, in Pal, 33, 
for then be carried his body in his hands. onc,te 
And agayne, Our Lord would place onr ſal- Ibid, 
uation, in his body, aid bloud . But bow did he com- | 
mend his body and loud to ys ? In bes bunality . For 
priicſſe he were humble , he would not be eaten and 
drunke. | | 
The good Paſtour,fayth (1 S. Gregory the 0 _ 
x . X 4 | " : > I: 
great, ld downe his life for his Sheepe, ihathe might jo 
14rne his body and bloud tnto our Sacrament, > might "02 
feed the sbeepe which he had redeemed, by the nutri- 
mcnt of his flesh. Or? 
Vnder the ſpecies of bread ſayth S. (s\ Cy- end Y 
Talus Teroſolymitanws) the body 35 gttien thee; and vii= Care, x 
der the ſpectes of bloud , the wine, that ſo hou merſt Wiyft, an 
become participant of ns body & bloud. So shall we by 
Xe15*Gogor, that is Carryersof Christ, when we shall 
haze received his body and blond, into our body, and 
ſo, asS. Peter ſurth we $11all be made onſorts of the 
diane ature. | | 
And (according to thar of $. {t) Cyrill\if (Ot 
any man Shall imngle wax, winch is melted , by fire, 10h hs 
with other wax, which is alſo melted, in (uch ſort ih ""—— 
they both doe ſeeme ro bebut one, made of both , ſoby 
the contunttion of the bedy and blond of Chriſt our coo 
dord, be ts tn, vs, and wc inhbum. ; Og 
: & Ge. » p » $: {14 
5. W Gregory doth tuithes ſay” ha t.uth-lyo,. 55, 
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254 Of the Loweof our Lord, 
full ſoule can doubt, bat that an the very hotwey of the 
Sacrifice , the heauens doe open, at the voyce of the 
Pricst ; and that in this myſtery of Chriit leſus , the 
Qurres of the Angells doe aſaſt , the bigheſt and the | 
loweſt things doe meete ; Terreſtriall and Celeſtiall | 
things are zoyned ; and there 35 made one thinge , of 
things which are viſible , and mutſible. 

Heere then we are taught, by the holy 
Fathers of the Church, (whome I might haue 
cited to this purpoſe, both more at large, and 
more in number) the inſcrutable loue of our 
Lord Itsvs to mankind, expreſſed in theſe 
high myſteries , of the bleſſed Sacrament, and 
the holy Sacrifice of the Matle . But how ſhall 
we be able todiſingage our ſelues, for being 
euen ouerwhelmed with the huge weight 

(*) The *herof, fince the ſuperexcellent Humanity of 
incompa- Our (*) Lord Izsvs (contiſting of that pretious 
ble digni- body , which firſt was framed our of pureſt 
ty of the bloud of the all-immaculate Virgin, by the 
perſon of only hand of the holy Ghot, and of that glo- 
Chriſt +jous ſoule, which in the firſt in{tat of the crea- 
our, Lord. tion therof was hypoſtatically vnited to God 
the ſonne, the ſecond perſon of the moſt B. 
Trinity ; (and the ſame perſon , being indiui- 
ſible from the other two, of God the Father, 
andGod the holy Ghoſt) thar this perſon, I 
fay, of Chriſt our Lord, ſhould be communi- 
Cated to all the Prieſts of the holy Catholike 
Church, to be'offred daily, ouer all the world, 
and to be receined into the breſt both of them, 
and al the other f:ich{ull children of that mo- 
the;, as often as tiglcluss ould defire. What 
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Cherubim is able to ditcouer the greatnes of 
this benefit; and w hart Seraphim harh his hart 
hoat inough, to breath out ſuch ardent flames 
of loue, as grow due to God ypo this account? 
How full ot realon was the exclamation and 
aumiration of holy D:uzd when he ſaid , That Pſalms 34. 
there was none like to God, tithe cogitations which he © v9. 
mnterteyned for our Good? No man, no creature 
could euer have aſpired ro ſuch a happines, or 
ſo much asto haue conceaued , that eucn the 
diuine nature itſeltz, had bene able ro expreſ- 
ſe ſuch goodnes . But God is God, and God 
is loue, and the loue euen of Creatures is tu]l 
of (5)inuention, forthe inioyning , and (if it (py) How 
were pollible ) tor the yery exchanging them- full of Ine 
ſclues by louc irito one ariother. And now as vention |» 
God is intinite, in all things, ſo is he intinite, great Jous 
aftera particular manner, in his loue,and by , 
conſequence , he is infinite In his inuention. 
How inſpeakeable honour had it bene 
for man, to haue bene, though bur admitted, 
to the fight ajone , of Chritt our Lozd, inthe 
bleſled Sacrament? Fort the fight of thac bra= Norm 8; 
ſen ſerper with taich in Chrilt our Lord (who 
was then but to come ſo long after) were a- 
bleto cure the Iſraclites of the ſtings of ſer= 
ents; how much more would the only fight 
of our blefſed Saviour, with faith , hauc ſuth- 
ciently ſerued to cure their ſoules of all their 
ſicknefſes? How much happines had it bens 
for vs,to touch the ſacred hoſt, wich our hads; 
the ſentible part of the ſame hoſt being a gar- 
ment which fits ſo cloſe vper: the bay , and 
3 3 {@wu} 4 
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296 Of the Loge of our Lord, 
{oule of Chritt our Lord . For we know that 
Matt.s © 2 Woman wascured ota bloudy flux, by the on- 
4. ly touch of the hemnc of his looſer garment. Such ho- 
Marc. 6, nour and happines had bene much for vs to 
Luc. & haue wan Bs bur 1t was nothing, in copari- | 
{ſo ofthe excei{jue charity of our Lord, which | 
would not be ſatisfied with doing lefle then | 
all. For what could cuen his omnipotency 
haue added, to the trace which heere he hath 
deuiſed; not only of a coniunction, but of an 
vnion; and thatiuch an one, as is the molt in- 
rernall which can be imagined, being in the 
way of tood. S. Auguitine ſheweth how God 
hath made asable to feed vpon him, by a meer 
ſpirituall manner{, in the miitery of the In- | 
carnation ; and we may fitly apply the ſame | 
wordes,to this Sacramertall kind cf ;eeding, as 
indeed theſe two miſteries hauc great athnity 
fave of $ VV oneanother. God (z' became man ({ayth 
age of vo 1. .. LEES fr ms Sy 
Aaguſti- £15 incomparable aint) for mms ſake, that ſo 
ne, which man mght be redeemed by him, by whome he was 
wellde= created, And, to theend that God might be beloued 
ſeructh to by man after a kind of more fam l1.:r manner , he ap- 
be conf, peared in the likenes of man . That! ſo, both thetnter- 
dered, ll, and the ex;ernall ſenſes of nxan, might be made 
Manuals |, py in bim: and that the eye of onr bart might 6 
cap, 26, ppy 1m hm :; and that the eye oj our bart mngnt ve 
ſedd by the conſideration of his diu:nity, and the eyeof 
our flesh and bloud, bythar of hu humantty . That fo, 
whether we should worke mward , or outward, this 
humane nature of ours which was creatcd by him; mn 
h:m might be ſure to find ſtoreof ſood . This S. Au- 
evftine ſayth, anditihis might be well affir- 
N22 in rcipect of the Incaimation of our Lord 
| IEsvs 


(z) A pal- 


| 


— _ 
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Txsvs, how much more may it be ſayd, in rel. 


pect of the myltery of the bieſled Sacrament; 


where we feed not only ſpiritually, bur beti- 
des, attcra ſacramentall, aud yet reall maner. 


How we doe both fecd, and ave fedd vpon, 1 the 
bletſed Sacrament; and of the admirable c/- 
feds which 11 muſt nec: ſarily cauſe , in ſuch as do 
zworthily recesue it; and of the reaſon why 1 mt 


be ſo ; and of the Figures winch forshewed tbe | 


fame. 


CHAP. 4. 


\ 7 E may wel perccaue, that our Lord 


Iesvs, isa great treind of) Vnion. 
His perſon is diltinct, from the other perſons 
of the B. Trinity, bur the efſence is one, and 


(a) God is 


2 great 


very ſame of themall. When he was reſolued (2.4 os 
to become man , he was alſo pleaſed to knit ynipa. 


mans nature to the nature of God, by the Hy- 
poſtaricall ynton . An infinite honour this was to 
man for it grew true heerby, that man was 
God; and that God was killed vpon a Croſſe, 
for the loue of men. Yet though by thatynion 
in his Incarnation, he brought vs all to be his 
allies, he did not perſonally vnite himſelfe to 

vs all. Butby this laſt (b) facramenrall ynion 

of him and ys, when purely wetake his pre- 

tious body & bloud into ourſelues, ynder the 

quality and condition of tood ; he maketh e- 

uery one of yvs,much more one with him. And 

Wen nomerualle, if the 4 he doth ys, & 

2 kt 


<F 


(by How 
our Lord 
vniteth vs 
tohimielf, 


ton 
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it the 10y he giues vs, {when the fault is not 

- our owns? ) be the gicatelt which we can re- 
ccaue In this world . For we inioye none of 
the other mylteries of the lite, and death of our 
Lord Iesvs, but onely by taith , and memo- 
ry; wheras this, 1s preſenc to vs, in Yery deed; 
and preſent ſo, as the tood which we receaue, 
ts preſent to vs. 

Ando, in like manner, when no impe= 
diment isarhand, it breeds a great loue ot his 
goodnes, and agreat delight in his ſweetnes, 
& in fine,an ynion of ys both, in one. Though 
with this difference trom other tood, that ( as 

Fonfeſ 1.1 $, Auguſtine was taught by our Lord) we change 
F4Pe 49% morbim into ys,as by eating other food we vſe to chage 
et. but wearechanged intoit , by it, if we approach 
toit, with a pure and hungry ſoule; & ſo fec- 
_ dingan this B. Sacrament ypon him, he fee- 

deth alſo vpon vs. 
Nor is it ſtrange that we ſhould both 
feed, and yet be fed vpon, when Almighty 
God is a party tothe contract : Omnia quecum- 
Pole, my, B** voluat fect; He can doe what he will; and 
oc) The Pei pleaſed to will, that he, and we, thould 
ynſpeake. feed vpon one another. And toſuch, asen- 
able bene. deauour to be truly , andentirely, and purely 
fits which his; he contenteth not himſelte with leſſe then 
are reaped thus to come to them in perſon, with defire 
by wor- of ynion. And heis (c) waſhing away all the 
wid rs dregs of ſfinne by that fountaine of grace. He 
_ " isthawing all frozen hardnes of the hart by 


- the (weer breath of his Spirit; Flabit Spiritus 6 


Pſal. 147» 248 & fluent aque; and he is conſuming the —_ 
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of their ſelfe loue , by that burning fire of his 
charity; comforting them in all atlictionsand 
ſatisfying them in all their doubts and wants; 
illuminating their vnderſtanding; and com- 
poſing their will; and fixing their imaginatio; 
and poſleſſing, and imprinting himſelte vpon 
their memory; calling in, and conſecrating 
their ſenſes; and ſealing vp their harts to him- 
ſelfe . And changing, at length the whole tali 
of their ſoules, he make them Joue that which 
he loues, and hate that which is any Way of- 
fenſiue to him. To conclude, of deuills(which 


pon they were) they becomeas ſo many 


Angells, in fleſh & bloud ; & are naturalized, 
after a ſort with God, & grow to be euen ve- 
ry Chriſts, according to that of the bleſſed 
Apoſtle, who ſaid of himſelfe: Viuo,d)ego,nam Ohe 
Kon ego, viuit vero in me Chriftus. 1 ue, yet now not ( : - oly p* 
I, but Chriſt @ he wholiueth mw me , by my liuely Ho 
imitation of his diuine vertucs, and by a per- 

fe conformity, or rather transformity of my 

ſpirit into his. 

And(e) what meruaile can it be, that (e) No 
ſuch woders as theſe be wrought in man,ſfince wonder is 
itis the Creatour of man,and of all things els, ſtrange 
who deſcends ſo low as to live in him; heof _ 
whom itisſayd, that, Gloria & diuntie 3 domo yo wi | 
er? What meruaile is it, if we be made ſoglo- ,,. | 
rious and ſo rich, ſince he vouchſafes to make Pſalm, "I 
pureand humble ſoules , the houſe wherin he 
deſires to be intertayned, andeuen to be the ; 
very couch wherin he delighteth to be en- 
boyed, by rhe nioſt ce oy yet moſi lirayre | 

9 4 ne” 


Galat, 14 
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imbracements of diuine loue? What meruaile, 
Ifay, if ſuch as receiue this tood with plire af- 
ſections, doe lead even in this world, a lite 
which is not of this world; ſince the ſe}te ſame 
God, who teeds all the ſpirits of heauen, hath 
(HIn contryued,t) a way, how to giue himſelte for 
fome {ſort the {ame tood to mortall ment Theſame food 
wearee- Tfay, though itbe driefied atter adifferent m5- 
_Y ner, and ſerued in vnder a di{vnufe of the acct= 
ls cect dents of oread and Wine, a« bet\veng tWo co- 
tntbis life, ered dithes, according to the cuitome, amogt 
| great perſon«? 

Euen this of the diſguiſe, was alſo done, 
out of an admirable dunne lone toys, who 
had nor bene able in this traile itate of ours,to 
ſee God and live. And befides, we grow thus, 
to haue a meanes of exerciting molt herotcatl 
acts of Faith, rowards im. 1 o which adts of 
bcleeuing in this life, doth correſpond the re- 
wards and glory,ot pertectlecing 11 the next. 
But the fubſtance of the food, is fill the ſame, 

Appar. 22. both heere and there. And gtherfores. Toby. 
(eg) Oar (according to the obleruation of Doctour A- 
food in nula ) relates, that it was one, and not divers Trees, 
theblefi'd which he ſaw , on both thebancks of that river, which 
—_— © flowed put of the thione of God . Vpon the one of 
bs #7 which bancks being the tryumphant Church 
wherwich 38 heaue, Chriit our Lord doth {uſtaine them 
the happy ere; and on the other bancke, which is the 
ſoules are Militant Church , wherot we haue the honor 
feaſted in and hapninesto be members , the ſame tree of 
heaucn. {ite doth tecd vs heere. 
| We are alfo taught this very truth, vy 
t!%e 


= wn ———— 
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the ſacred mouch of Chriſt our Lord himſeltse, 
whio {aid : That be 1was the bread that came downg 0PM 6o 
frombeauen. If thertore he be the bread of hea- 
uen, he is the food of the inhabitats of heauen: 
and if that food be thus imparted ro his chiidre 
in this world,itmutt be only their tault, it they 


1 \ 
lead not eucn heere a lite or heauen. We, h} ice > (h) How 

nan en- 
that in the caſe cuen of common tood : "hand ie 


bale ſocuer that be) iris ray{ed, by betng eaten) a 

to the dignity of i becoming a part of him who food by 
eatcs It; becauſe the man 1s nobler then the cating ir, 
meatrc, andthe ailumeth it thertorc vp, to him- but Le»: 
ſelfe . And what ſhould then become of ſuch *nnobicd 
as doe worthily teed vpon this bread of Jie, by this 
this nouriſhmet of heaue, which 1s Cheitt our 

Lord ;but thar, for nonls. rear 

nitely of betterauality then our ſclues, by eat- 

ing it we thould be transfoimed into it;and of 
terreſtriall in our converſation, thould becata 
celetftiall ; and reſemble the Angells in in po 

fince we carry reſemblance to the ,in the 

food we take, Which is che Gud, an iy" tg of 

glory. 2 
| An infinite, and of it {eIfe, an incredi- 

ble thinge this is, that ſuch creatures as we, 4; Tg, 
ſhould be fublimed ro ſuch a height of digit- b.; cet 
ty, cuen in this life. Bn to the en that it of we 1 B. 
might altonith vs the jelle, when it hould ar- Sacramce 
Tire, and that our wonder micht be all con- $88 for- 
averted into Joue., it (1) wz me co0d Will of ** oo 


TT; ® 
God, totoretel] V'S Oi It logo 4 c het: Ig, and tO YE- O1 M05 E... 
P1C/ent It, as - \vere,to OL ir very eyes «by way fore 


of ngures and fiadowes:; that to DEINT ACCU- came, 
_ fiomed 
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ſtomed to confiderthoſe ſhadowes, we might, 
with more facility , imbrace the body , when 
it ſhould be come. For this is the accom plith- 
0) Exod. ment of al thoſe tigures of the (1) Paſchalllambe. 
__ of the (2) Manna; of the bread of (3 \Propoſition. 
(t) Pſalm, - * of» 3 
s ot the Banquet which King (4) Aſuerus made; 
(3) Exod, & of many others, And as it wasa body in re- 
"Rog pect of thoſe tormer thadowes and tigures, ſo 
(4(Heſter, may it beaccounted, in ſome reſpects, but as 
v. a figure, in reſpec ofthe celeſtiall Banquerof 
eteraall beatitude, which thall be (ſerued in, 
hereafter, as the ſecond courle of our delicious 
fare, when weare to teecd for all eternity. 
The Sacramentall preſence of our Lord 
Iesvs , doth ſtay nolonger, then the ſpecies of 
bread and wine remaine ; but the ayre & ver- 
rue thereof, doth {till contynue , till it be dri- 
C&) The yen thence. And (k) fo great eftects they are, | 
ary ne which grow vpon it, (in ſuch as are caretull to 
al effes "Þ > 
of the g <oMply with God) as giues them aboundant | 
Sacramer, iEſtimony that no leſſe then omniporency it 
| ſelfe, is there. Nay it is moltcertainly true, 
that the bleilſed Sacrament , doth worke, and 
that very often, (in the ſoules of ſuch as diſpo- 
ſe them(elues deuoutly to it) ſo many, and ſo 
wonderfulcffe&s, ſometimes in giuing ſtregth 
of body, where it was wanting before; ſome- 
timesin the ytter extirpation of ſome paſſon; 
ſomerymes 1n the infuſion of ſome great ver- 
tuc; ſometymes in changingzata very inſtants 
the whole ſenſe of the ſoule D—_ it all 
tryumph with ioy, wheras immediatly be- 
fore it was halfe dead, of griete) as doth _—_ 
CLF 
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declare and proue , the diuinity of Chriſt our 
Lord. Yea and theyr ſoules doe feele it fo; as 
that it there were no other argument, or au- 
thority, in the whole world, but what they 
find within them(ſclues, it might ſerue to giue 
them greataſſurance, that Chriſt our Lord is 


no leſlz then God. ( , ry 
A (1) Minerall this is, foe full of Spi- & viga _ 


rit,that it leaues aliuely tinuure inthe violl, 1c? 
wherintoit hath bene powred. Ir perfumes growes to 
the whole ſoule, if it be well difſolued by acts tbe ſoule 
of loue. But then we mult doe, as we vie whe Þy the 
2 roome is well perfumed, to keepe the doores B, Sacrg> 
and windowes ſhut . Recolledion in this A 

: - 1) Spirke 
caſe, doth euen import a man, as much as his ,,jj com. 
life . Which yer if God+bid him glue ouer, and forts muſt 
that his diuine Maieſty, doe, bo the reaſons giue places 


.; of (m) Charity or Obedience, require him to the ex» 


to open, and impart himſelte to others, he _ - 
thall be ſtil], 4 goododovy of Chriſt our Lord to Mar”. bo. 
God, bit withall he hath ſo much ſtrength , as ». Cay. , 


not te be diſſipated, in himlelfe. 


of 


(a) The 
great loue 
of our 
Lord, 
goth ad- 
mirably 
appcare 
by diuers 
CIrcUn- 
Rances. 
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Of the great T.oue of our Lord , in conueymg the 
Bleiſed Sacrament to ys , puder the ſpecies of 
bread and wine. Why # u neyther neceſſary, 
nor conuenient , nor ſcarce poſitble for all Chri- 
Fhansto communicate of the Chalice . Of dj- 
wers kinds of Vnion: And how hberall our Lord 
&@ to ys, tn leting ys all frequent theſe diuzne 


Myſteries ſo often. 
CHAP. 49. 


S the loue of our Lord Ifsvs, was full 
of inuentton , in diſpoſing him to per- 
forme this worke; ſo (a) was it allo, in the 
manner of contriuing, and diſpenfing it, ac- 
cording to the capacity of man. And firlt con- 
cerning the tormes or ſpecies, ynder which 
he is preſented to ys, what other, could haue 
bene thought of,cither more agreable,or more 
guittul to the nature of man, the they of bread 
& wine?If, for the punithmet of our ſinnes, or 
the mortification of our ſenſes, he had bene 
pleaſed to ordaine, that we ſhould haue recej- 
ued him, in the formes of pitch, or inke;as him- 
ſelfe would therby haue bene ſubiect to no 
indignity atall; ſo yet ſtil] we muſt haue ac- 
knowledged , that it had bene infinite mercy 
for ys to haue receiued ſuch a pretious Iewell 
as that, in how courſe, or homely caſe ſocuer, 
it had come. 

But bread and wine, are the very ſta- 
nes of corporall ſtrength, and comfort, and he 


confincd his body and bloud, to the ſpecies of 
theſe 


LI LAS hdd 
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theſe two creatures ; that fo this ſuperſcription 
(as it were ) of the Loue-letrer which he was 
writing to Ys, might prepare ys, for an ex- 

etation of thoſe {ublime, and {weet contets, 
which lay within. Yet(b) becauſe there are (6) The 
ſome, who haue a natural] auertion trom the Bloud of 
talt, and euen ftomthe very ſent of vyine, our Lord, 
which no man euer had, from bread; Becauſe '* *]wayes 
there arc ſome countries, ſo remote, both from **&*ther 

. with his 
the Sunne, and from the Sea, as that there, bode 
wine is hardly to be tound; Becauſe in the fgr thar 
infinite multitudes of Chrittians, it would be reaton ,it 
impolhble , tor all to reccaue ot the ſacred was necf- 
Chalice, without indangering, yea and com- fary for 
mitting much irreucrece;Becauſe ſome would /Y Peopls 
be ſo ticke of peltilent teauers, as that euen bk 
a drop of wyne, would doe them hurt; Be- þggy ana 
cauſe perſecutions would be ſometymes ſo the bloud 
great, as that it might befit, to Jeaue the bleſ- diſtin, 
{ed Sacrament in the cuſtody of ſome parti- Nay there 
cular men, and women, to be recziued by 37e many 
themſelnes for their comfort, in ſome great other reals 
fs .” ſons 

exigent ot diltreſſe, and danger (as was often pp 
done in the primitiue Church by the teftimo- qakeie 
ny of Tertullan ang others) and which could neyther 
not bedone with the Chalice, tor any long*conueniet 
tyme, or cucn almott at all, in any hoat coun- Nor yet 
try, For theſe reaſons, I fay, and for many o- poibble 
thers, which by the witedom and loue of our 4 _ 
Lord Itsvs Were thought conuenient { and © a. 
eſpecially becauie his body 15 2 jrng boauy 
(and conſequentty 1: cannot be witt:out the 
bloud) be was pleaſed, that bork the bloud & 
| the 
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the body ſhould remaine Ynder the ſpecies 
both of bread & wine, that ſo he who recea- 
ued one, might be ſure to receaue them both. 
And (c) howſoeuer, for as much a« con- 
(c)In the cernesthe Sacritice of the Mafle, both the bread 
lacrifice of and wine are ſeucraly to be offered, conſecra- 
the Maſle red, and conſummated by the Prieſt (for in | 
the reaſon theſe three acts , the ſubſtance of the holy Sa- | 
- = crifice doth conſiſt, and nor in the prayers, or | 
—_—— Scriptures, Which doe either precede or fol- 
low, or interlace them, ſince theſe latter, doe 
bur ſcrue as an addition tor deuotion, & fora 
ſpirituall ornament to that high ation. For 
as much, I ſay, as this Sacrifice which is dayly 
offtercd vp , vpon the Altar, is to be a moſt 
lively repreſentation of the bloudy Sacrifi- 
ce of our Lord, ypon the Crofle (a repreſenta- 
tion, for as much as concernes the manner of \ 
it, but no repreſentation for as much as con=- 
cernes the thinge, becauſe both the one, and 
the other, 1s but only one, and the very ſelfe 
ſame Sacritice) yer when there is only queſtio 
(d) The of receauing the bleſſed body and bloud of 
Church is our Lord'Itsysin the nature ofa Sacrament, 
toordai- theſame Lord was pleaſcd (d) toleaueit, to 
ne of ma- (ja; ſpirit of diſcretion , wherwith he would 
ny things, eminetly indue his Church; to ordaine when 
according . "7M :ent fi eſſary itcould 

to thae > if thould be conuentent tor necellary : 
fpirit of 10 Way be) to vſe both the bread & the wine 
diſcretioa diſtin, and when but the one of them alone. 
which Itis alſo well obſerued, by ſpirituall 
eeigneth writers, that the very ſpecies jof bread and 
io it. wine, doc iauite, and be{peake our ſoules, ” 
; 


j 
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a very intrinſecall ynion, both with God, and 
our neighbour. In theſe ſpecies, we may co- 
fider, that there 1s an ynion of two ſorts. The 
one of them, hauing bene ſetled by nature, & 
the other growing on, by induſtry , or art. 
The naturall(e) vnion conliſterh in this; That (e)Two 


many graynes doc grow Vpen one care of ns 
corne, and many grapes vypon one cluſter of , pic, are 
the vine, with great reſemblance to one an- ſhewed 
other. The artiticiall ynion , which is made by bread 
berwene them doth defeate the former natu- & wine. 
rall ynion ; thatfo, that fo:mer, may become 
more perfect. For firſt by plucking oft,or pre(- 
{ing the grapes, or breaking andgrinding the 
graynesof Cone; and then, by ſeparating the 
chaff, and husks, and branne, and skinnes, 8& 
ttones, it growes to be one paſte, or liquor, 
which 1s perfected, and purified afterward, by 
heate; the muſt by the naturall heate which it 
hath ; and the bread by the heate of fire. And 
the wecan not know, whici graine of corne 
in particular, was white, and which was 
browne, or which grape was great, & which 
Was {mall. 

Theſe ft Vnions alfo there are, and are (H How 
to bein men; The naturall as they are men of theſe. 
flethand bloud; and the other ſupe;naturall, two kinds 


as they are faithtull Cliiitians, regenerated of Vnion 
b A { A ba a +, ] oY Tere þ -þ .ſ {; . are found 
Y orace » RN QNIMANCU VU, y LIST IG1IC in men, 


Sacraments . In yertue of the former yaton, 
we loue our kindred and friends. And becauſe 
this loue , doth vic wo carry impettection with 
w, through ihg influenge of felt {ous , and the 

3X" 
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Fa 288 Of the Lone of our ' Lord, 
mixture of remporall & yayne reſpects, Chriſt 
our Lord commeth to ys, in this ſupernaturall 
Saciament, and doth take, as it were, our ſou- 
les and the delirestherot, all in peeces; caſting 
away That which is inordinate, ynamortined, 
and atty way ynhit, concerning honour, or e- 
itace , or delight, or any other earthly thing 
whatſocuer,; and he doth ſo boyle and bake vs 
in the blelſed Sacrament by the fire of his cha- 
rity , as that we may grow to be pertectly v- 
nited, both to him, and within our felues, and 
to one another. And then wil that be tultilled 

Ow. ob which the bleſſed 4poltle layth, That we areall 
one bread and one body, we who are partakers of that 
dine bread , and of ns Chalice , But though this 
may be truly ſaid, to ſome proportion , of all 
luch, as doe caretully and deuoutly come to 
this blefted Sacrament; yer molt. eminently 
1s 1t true, of them who are fed therby , inthe 

(8) The ttate ot holy Religion . Whole pertect {g) V- 

vnion of 11jon, hath fo very much of the miracle in ir, 
religious (hi: jc conuinceth euen the mott malicious 

a + tookers on. For euen they, when they are in 

-02 994 their wits, canot aſcribe it to any othercauſe 

lous then the powertul preſcce of the grace of God 
thing, & the powertull grace of his preſece, that ſuch | 

(bh) Of o- a world of perſons of ſo different & incompa= 

ther Cir- qbje nations, ages, humours, deſcent , difpo= 
cumftan- C:;4\. andralents, thould liuc together in as 
ces, wn? pertect a mutuall conſent of avis. 2 as if they 

do greatly F”- NS ia 1 EEE andthe f 

thew the Vere Atl, the tWyBncs of one , and tne lame 

Joue of Batutiall mother. ; 

webTork, The i} ardent lous of our Lord I ws 

ot 
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| doth alſo as liuely appeare in other circum- 
| ſtances of this djuine dacritice, and Sacrament 
of the Altar. it1s true, that fuch as receaug 
Ciriit our Losd, with great purity ot hart, & 
| are Content (as it were) to beat colt, and care, 
to adorne their {oujes, when titiey to be fit at 
chis cc:ettiall Banquer;- arz reccined by him, 
with at vapeakeabie communcatio of k,m- 
ſelte; and tie unbiaceih chem with armes ot {o 
orcatdetightandioy, as is Very difterent from 
what he ordinarily doth, to ſuch as approaciy 
Jefle deuoutly to him . Ar tis weaie not to 
wonder, for the louz of our Lord jesvs, to 
Vs, is not like the love ot men, Which it it be 
very great, It puts them, as it WEre, out of their fi) The 
Wits . Butthe (1 Joue of our Lord God, doth jy. of 
not rake him one haires breadth trom home, our Lord; 
nordoth it dezogate at all, from his high wi- doth uo 
E's ſedomie . Nor aie there in the woild, any Way dex 
weights, either of gold , OT diainonds, {0 pPre- ; 
ciſe or nice , a> the we:ghrs of the wiſedome | + reg 
of our Lord God, whereby he yalues cuery y,egom, 
thought of preparation Which is made, more ve 
or Jeile, when we approac! to his preſence. (oe 
And accordingly he receaues vs,Cither like his je doth 
leruarits, or like his Sonnes . Bur yet {ti]] this gill more 
&5 true, that there is no petton in [tare of grace, and more 
who may not celebrate it he bea Priclt , nor appears, 
ro other man or woman, bur may commu- Yy *2e<e- 
2iate otherwiſe of the body , aad bloud, of —_— 
Chriſt our Lord with great profit. > _ 

This(k) Lord might hauc annexed this gances.” 


| uicomparable benefit, ts the o:1y {t4te of p2er- | 
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290 Of the Loae of ouy Lord, 
fect Chaſtity ; or only to {uch perſons as had 
erformed certaine grieuous penances ; or, at 
[eaſt to ſuch alone, as had neuer dithonored 
or profaned either this ſoueraigne Sacritice, or 
molt venerable Sacrament, by ill receinng ir. 
But his Charity would not endure, that any 
one thould be excluded from ſuch a benefit, if 
at laſt he would be content to loue him. He 
might haue abridged vs to one only tyme 
of comunion in all our lite; or at leaſt, that ve 
ſhould not communicate aboue, once a yeare. 
Bur fo farre he was, from giving any {uch re- 
ſtrainrt as this, that he detires nothing more, 
then that we ſhould often repaite to this food 
of life. Yea, and he hath inſpired his holy 
Church, by his holy Spirit, to counſaile her 
children to frequentit; and to driue them out 
of her company by (D excommunication, ifar 
0) They certaynetymes they doe not ſatistye the lon- 
are exc6* ping, Which he hath, to become therby, one 
munica- with them. 
_ _— There 1s no neceſſity, or importane 
a ax occaſion in the world, either corporall, or ſpi- 
nicace TFituall, either publicke, or private; for which 
oncein This holy Sacrifice may not be offered . And 
the yeare, not only brings itprofit to living men, but to 
ſuch as hauc led vs the way to Purgatory; 
where the paines are much diſcounted heere- 
Decurs Þy » 25 S: Auguftine, and many other of the Fa= 
pro more thers doe aboundantly ſhew . So alſo, In our 
tus paſs» receiving the bleſſed Sacrament ; we of the 
fm, layty , are pur to no ſtint heerin ; but cuery 
Chiiſtian may communicate as often , as his 
owne 


| 


eee eee EE 
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owne ghoſtly Father ſhall thinke ft. And as, 
when(m)we haue health of body, rre may, in em) The 
euery Church, goe to him; ſo wien weare Kjrs of 
ſicke, we neede take no care in this.:or he wil Glory 
be ſure to come to vs. And itit werc an n- vouchſas 
comparable mercy, as We haue {eene1c tobe, £5.30 
in the lait_diſcourſe of the miracics, tor our Ns and 
Lord Itsvs, to viirand cure the ucke of cor- —— 
orall diſeaſes, whillt himiclte was moitall; _ begs 
uy much more 15 he to be magrted , by all gat. | 
the po wers of our{ovles, ftince he cotines him- 
ſelte, as a man may ſay,to our Altars; and bin- 
des himiſelte ro be there,at all the howers, both 
of day and night; and to be ready in all wea- 
thers, and ypon all warnings; and tometimes, 
With ſmall atrendance, to tianfport himſelte 
to the death-bed of cuery begeoar, yea and of 
euery {inner, (who may perhaps haue prot2» 
ned him in the ſame Sacramenr\ to cure and 
comfort their atllicted foules . And all this he 
doth, now that he is glorious in 1.caven, and 
fitting at the right hand of God. 
Sometymes (n) he 15 picafſed tha Ge 
ſhall nor only receaue him, which aftion 1s q = 5 
begun, and ended asit were, atan inſtant; (eg Fs ” 
but moreouer, ypon greatſolemnities, 25 alſo our c5fort 
ypo other particular occations of the Churci, opon eur 
we may haue the cotort to ſee the bJefleq Sa- Altars,tog 
Cramet with our corporaleyes,for tome good wy _ 
tyme together. And fornetymes 1ti5 expoled, = 
for the ſpace of forty howers ypon our Altars. wo , 
And becauſe he reapes much honor, and vye 
guch good, by the meeting of tiany pions 
2 af 
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292 Of the Loneof our Lord, 
attcctions in one: and tor that, the multitudes 
ot the taithtull is fo g1eatineucry good towne 
that NO ONC Church can hould them , for thar 
purpoſe ; this mercitull Lord of ours, is con- 
rent io be carried in proceſſion through the 
{Ueets, and PUDIICKC places; and {0 totakeho- 
mage trom whole Cittyesat once, whereby 
they (0; doe, the belt they can, to reverſe the 
IgnNOn1Nics nd affronts, which he recejucd 
In the many molt pay ntull and molt thametyl 

roce{lions, which he made to the houſe of 
Aunas, of Caypnas, 0, ' P)late, of Herod, and of 
dlovnt Caluary, in that night, and morning of 
his bitter Pa{lion, for our Red empton. 


— 


The miſery is Shewed , and the errour is parily cone 
winged , of ſuch as doc not imbrace the bge 
lieje of thoſe diuanc Myslergcs. 


CHAP. 50. 


\ H o ſhall therfore be ener able,in- 
ough to admire this Soueraigne 
Lord of loue, forthe mercy which he hath 
ſthewcd vs, in this bletled Sacramer of his molt 
pretious body and bloud ; and torthe care he 
tiath taken, of the coplerenes ot our comtort 
. heerin. Ors Dguetur porenta.u # Doin, auduas fa- 
* Cer omaes Lites ens: Who i Jay thall be able to 
declare Gods power , and to proclaime his 
pray {e>e 
And how much reaſon therfore is it; 
thac there thould not be wile world, any 
Pitett; 
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the name of Chriltians vpon ter forchead, 
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Prieſt, oz othertaithimnl! Chriſt jan, who ww. 
n of ſet yp, the reſt of all Ins comfort 111 thitslite 
in trequenting this bread oi beauen ; and i:y 
{pending {cme part of h1s dayes and nights, 1 
preparing to receaue this divine food, with 
due deuonon? It our Loid iz: vs, rooke it ill Crue, xg, 
in the Ghoſpelj , that they wouid not re- 
ſort to that ſupper of his ( which was indeed 
a type of heaucn ir ſelte, and yor veithajl of this 
heauenl; myſtery;) how beauty wilhe lay ie 
to our chargeit we bz neghgenr 1 comming 
$0 this Table: whe himſclte 15 both he who in- 
uites to the banquet, & the yer y baqgu2t it le;f? 


v 


But O a'miſery to be eternally deplored, cuen 7a)The 


with tceares of bloud ; that in tice woeotul} laments. 


dayes of ours, there thould be any found wit 2 tagra- 
Li LITE =: 4 


who yet renounce the beneiit, ve and ex- luch 2s 
WE DEG , ,-.. 1+ Rare nan 

preſly blaſpheme, the inuioiable rewtt of Wh pag ge 

my itery. UC, 
Miſerable creatures they are, & a thoi:- 

fand tymes miſerable, who do, by this mea» 

nes, eyther ignorantly, or malictouily, degra» 

de, and depoſe themfeiues , from the moſti{o- 

ucraigne point of Chriſtian dignity, which 

the intinite wiſzdome, and loue of God kime 

ſelfe , was euen able with all his omniporen= 

cy to impart to the meancnes, and weakenes 

of ſinfull men. Yet ſome of them being pre 

ſed, as it were, todeath, by the enident words 

of Hoc eſt corpus meum, (io often iterated by fa 

many ofthe holy Euangelifts) have begun, , 

af late yeares, to affirme, that they be[2 iu 2, 
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294 Of the Loue of onr Lord, 
reall preſence of our Lord , in the bleſſed $x- 
crament, as well as wee; but only thar they 
(b) Theyr dare not pronounce de modo. But 'b) our Lord 
ſp:ach de dot know, that they {ſpeakenot as they mea- 
modv183 nc, but only toabuſerhe people. Neither cam 
fallzand they belecus 1: a5 we doc, according to their 
ij other pacticular declatations, conc2rning this 
py doctrine. And yetin truth, if they did belecue 
tie thing tt felte, and lid only differ demodo,as 


they tay taey doe, ,amongit which mode's, or 


waye>, they vnderitid our doctrine of Tran- 
ubitantiction to be one) how could they dare 


ſo wickedly blaſpheme this our Doctrine co- - 


cerning ihe modus, & yet proietle that they are 
Ignorant of the modus, or way , how the reall 
preſence comes to be in the B. Sacrament. 
6 The Bur this (Cc) I reatife ts notintended, for 
oe of the ſerling of the truth ot the Catholike taith, 
this book 312d £0 conuince them of errour, wao inpugne 
is notto 2t; but only to inflame the hart of the true 
teach faith Chriſtian to heate of Loue, ypon thoſe reaſons 
put loue, and motives, which arc already miniſtred, by 
the liphr of faith to out foules. That other 
taske, hath bene performed by multitudes of 
our learned Authors, wherof the world is tul. 
I will only beſcech them, tor the loue of our 
Lord Iesvs, that they will procure to purify 
their hartes from ſenſuality, and other ſinne, 
whici blindesthat ſoule wherin it ratgnes; 8 
till chen, we will wonder the lefſe, chat men 
of ſo beſtiall life, as the tounders of their rel1- 
gion were, had no fight wherwith to plerce 
mo ſo pure mylteries. : 
TE 


__wwCv.uÞll .ÞDÞ0. rea. a IT —_ 


The carnall man cannot diſcerne of things be- 
longing to God , and if not of things which are 
but belonging to him, how much leſle, of the 
ſubſtance of this bleſſed Sacrament, which is 
God himlelfe ? as truly God, as he is God, 
who made heauen and carth. In the meane 
tyme, theſe people deſerue much pitty at our 


| hands, who whet the teeth not only of inti- 


delity, againſt God, but euen of Enuy againſt 
themſelues. For what doth it looke like bu 
enuy , lince they refuſe to belceue , and toim- 
brace ſogreata good, ypon this chcite reaſon, 
becauſe they thinke it is too good, to be true? 


And (d) this peruerſe and prepoſterous humi- (4) The 


lity , togeather with a ſeeming to take ſuch a 
counterfayte care of the dignity and Maieſty 
God ; is one of thoſe bucklers vnder which 
they hide themſelues, from the darrs of lone, 


which he would faine be ſhooting ar cheir tence of 


ſoules, 

For they ay itis an indignity , and what 
pf 4 rat, or 4 dogge, should eate the bleſſed Sacrament, 
and I know not what yvnſauoury ſtuff of the 
kind. Butthey conſider not the whule, that 
Cod receaues farre more diſhonour, in being 
prophaned by a Iudas, or any other obſtinate 
ſinner, then if the body of our Lord, ſhould 
be eaten by as many rats, as there are blaſphe- 
ming Heretikes in the world . That Sunne, 
(true Sunne of Tuſtice ) can well inough, tell 
how to keep his beames from being defyled, 


vpon any filthy dunghill. And if he could nor, | 


it would goc hard with him . For the dijvini- 
T 4 ty 
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296 Of the Loge of our Loyd, 
ty of Chriſt our Lord Irsvs is actually, & jn- 
trinſecally, in ail the parts of all the creatures 
of the whole world, both by cllence, preſcce, 
and power; vea and inallthe deuillsof hell, 
as truly asin any Angell of heanen, orels that 
thing, would inſtantly ge ouverto be. And 
now, if thee) diuinity ot Chrilt our Lord, be 


in all vile places without any indignity; the | 


humanity, how noble {ocuer it be, will be 
tarre from diſdayning to keep it company. 
Little doe theſe deceaued creatures con- 
ſider, how low our mercitull Lord could be 
content to deſcend for the lou: of man, to- 
wards the receauing 1t there ſhould be cauſe) 
of diſhonour, by the meanes, either of bealts, 
or othcr men. And I ſhoula thinke, that the 
Tempration of Ch rift our Lord, by the Prin- 
ce of darkenes jn the wildernes, might read 
them a lowd leſion vpon this fubiet. For 
there, our B. Lord, was not only tempted by 
the deuill; but that diuine goodnes, did ſuffer 
thatfacred Sonne ot the bleiled Virgin, to be 
taken as hath been ſaid, & potted yp & downe 
in thoſe armes or hands, which the infernall 
Spirit, had aſſumed to himiſelfe, tor that pur- 
poſe. Or if they had rather looke vpon the 
Sonnes and ſlaues of the deuil], then vpon 
himſelf, Lerthem (f) behould how that holy 
humaniry, being ſo knit to God as that it made 
the ſelfe fam » parſon with him, was content 
forlone of ys, to be ſpit ypon, to be butfeted, 
& liript {tarcice naked. & {comped,&crucifed, 
& blaſphemed, for tne lous, 8 for the good of 
man. [ 
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I find it not ſo {trange, thata Tew who 


called Cariit our Lord, Impoitour and Tray- 


tour, ſhould deny this Doctrine of the blcfled 
Sacrament ; becauſe he belcenes him to be a 
Traytour,anda Lycr, wito faid, That the b1ead 
was his body. 1 find 1t not ſoltrage, that a Pagan 
or a Mori{co, thould deny it; tor he alſo denies 
to bejceue, that God did make himſelte man, 
and dye. Butthat a Chriitian, who ſaith, thar 
Chritt is God, and who acknowledgeth thoſe 
word- of, Hoc eft corpiu meum, to haue bene 
ſpoken by his owne ſacred mouth, and that, 
ſo immediatly betore he dyed; and beſides, in 
the nature ot 4 laſt ill, and Teſtament ( which 
10 ordinary Wiſe man, would haue penned, 
in doubtiull and ambiguous termes; ) that a 
Chriſtian Iay thould cut himfſelte out, ſuch a 
motly kind of faith at this ; and argue againft 
Gods power, by ſaying that his body muſt 
needs be {ubicct to all the qualities of other 
naturall bodyes, whether he will or no; and 
avainſt his infinite mercy, by not bejecning , ) The 
that he would ſabmit himſelfe / thong) denyall of 


; *he fayd he did) to ſuch indipnitics, as they this do 


conceaue him to be ſubie&to, by this kind of Grine 
communication of himſelfe;this I fay is ftir5oe, doth 


ant I fay agayne, that it acſerucs to bu ecer- OY ki 
rally deplored with teares of b{oud. ene Cyt- 
prace of 


4 . , Se. Fi 
4 *. I. \ > iN A PYr & 

For, in-(g in /ine al] the a7rments Gods oms 
which they bring agamitthe probability of ripotency 
ris diuine truth . are but {o many arrowes, or infinite 
ſhot vp by them, acamit his omnipotency. %iſsdome 


And all thoſe reaſon; wherby they wonld v7 :afinite 
(Gu2 
taxe 
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208 Of the Love of our Lord, 


raxe it of any abſurdity, or inconuenience;ars 
bur ſo many teeth , which offer tocarpe and ; 
teare away,ſome part of his infinite wiſedom. * 


And all thoſe charges, wherby they would 
Iay aſperſion vpon it, of indignity; are but ſo 
many proteltations, that they are notcapable 
Epbeſ. zz of the {upereminent ſcience wherof the bleſſed 
Apoſtle ſpeakes, cocerning the infinite good= 
nes, and loue of Chrilt our Lord, to man. 


Of the Obligation which wehaue to God, for ſogreat 
@ benefit, and who are moſt bound to be deuge 
zed to it, and why; and how happy they 
wuſt needs be , who ſrequent 11 with 
deuonon. 


UHAP. $r 


Er the ſame loue of Irsvs Chriſtour Lord 
intercede with the Eternall Father, that 
they may not foreuer, be depriucd of this food 


fa) The clues todye, that feartull double death both 

Preat o- of bodyand ſoule. And for our parts, we who 
| ligation are Catholikes , let (a) vs adore that excellent 
which  Maieſty, for this high miltery; and eſpecially, 


= =o for that light of faith, and grace wherby he 


— — 


—_ 


of life . Without which, it is no meruaile, if 
they be dayly, moreand more diſpoſing theme | 


\ 


toGog hÞathenabled vsto beleeueit, &to louc him for _ 
For the 1t- Nay let ys doit ſo much the more, as there 


blefing ars too many in the world, who diſhonour 
ofour and blaſpheme him, cuen for this very exceſ- 


faith feof his goodnes « Which though he defigned 


t@ 
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to all mankind, yerto vs alone, he hath giuen 
eicacious helpes, wherby to gather the true 
fruite therof. Ando letib'* vs double our de- 
uotio to this bread of Angells, as that we mar 
make Chriſt our Lord, a kind ot amends as | 
may ſay) in reſpeR of the much loue winch 
he hatch wholy lott , vypon the vnbeleeners, 8 
blaſphemers of this myſtery; ſo that we mult 
pay notonly our owne, but others debts. 
Eſpecially it will concerne ſuch of vs,to 

be entirely deuouted to it, as haue much diſho-- 
nourced or prophaned this divine Sacrament; 
either by any notable want of preparation 
beto:e the receauing it ; or of recollection at- 
tecward;and much more it when they came to 
this Table they examined, and looked ypon 
their conicience,through thefalſe ſpectacles of 
ſelfe loue and paſſion, and not tarough the 
clecre pure chriſtall giafe , of the law ot God. 
For thus they taught themſclues to beleeie 

roffe lyes inſfteed of truth; and to walk in the 
, 2-0 through the moſt intricate and obſcure 
waies of finne , and thereby they haue come 
to pollute themſeJues , and prophane the 10ly 
thinges or God, andio commit as many ſ1cri- 
ledges, as they receaued Sacraments, and they 
would infallibly , and molt wf:ly hauc dropt 
downe into hell, it our Lord had not, bcen 
infinitely mercifull cowards them. 

Suc't perſons as theie (and theic aretoo 
many ſ{uc'. inthe worl'when they commu- 
nicated -r c{-!ehrat2:!, in f{ach a ſtare of mind 
It mortail ſinne, as this, did deſcrue to be 

Prucken 
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itrucken with ſudde death, at the Alrar,whers þ 
they {tood, or betore which they kneeled;and | 
there to naue made their entrance into the e- * 


ternall corments ot hell fire. Ir /c) had bene 
mercy and intinite mercy in God , it giuing 
them grace, to repznt their {innes atterward, 


he had but itrucken them, ar the prefcar, with | 


ſom? tigne from heauen, in the tace of the 
world; according to ſome ſuch examplcs of 
his Tuſtice, as were feen flometymes by the te- 


Ereat faule Itimony of S. Cyprizs, and others, in the pri- 


and yet 
ſtiil hane 
hen fuji 
Oo: mergy. 


mitine Church. Or els, it he had depriued 
them, of che yle of reaſon, and made them 
mad, and tranticke for a while; Or els if, to- 
wards the ſauing of their ſoules, he had per=- 
mitred them, for a tyme, to be poſſeſſed with 
Legtons of deuills, in their body; and to be ſub- 
ie to their rage, by tearing their fleſh with 
their owne hands, and throwing themſelues 
into fire and water; and toaming, and vtte=- 
ring dread{ull cryes; and wandring by night, 
in darke woods, or els amonglt the ſepulchers 
of dead men, as wetind in the holy Ghoſpel, 
that poſſetſed perſons did vieto doe. This & 
more then this ſcuerity , might our Lord haue 
vicd againſt the prophaners of this myitery, & 
yet, haue ſhewed exceſſiue mercy; it withall 
he had giuen them grace, torepent at laſt. 
But theſe finnes are frequent, though the ex= 
emplar puniſhment benotſo. For our Lord 
expecteth vs to penance, that ſo he may not 
be forced to take reuenge; and this he doth in 


the bowell: of his owne charity; and the 1n- 
uincible- 


j 


—— Oh 


— 


— —_— 
- 


and Saniour Teſus Chrifs. 307 
ninciblencs of hs paticnce, for which, tet all 
che Angel}s prayle him. 
But tor thus very reaſon of hx intinite 
oodnes {cuen abltracting trom the Couble & 
crebble dangers , Wluch cither delaies of our 
conueriton , or relapſes trom grace, doe yie to 
bring) 1t will be tyme tor ys ail, ro turne the 
leate;thatthe good may be betrer,and the bad, ,, 
may procure e tobe growing good. For(d)\ ec  Cm_ 
are to know, that tie more nutritiue the tood lency _ 
15,in it ſclfe,the more imminent wil our diger the food 
be, if we will needs be itill, fo weake, as to makes the 
wai.t at heat of Loue wherwith it 15 to be di- Pot digef< 
geiited, by our foulcs . Andit may a——_ to fiwgitthe 
vs heere, as is vieth to does in the caſe of com- Fa: 
mon tood, that initeed of health, w e thall find onal 
our ſclues mote detperatly ficke ot ſurterting, as t,, _ 
by our approach ro this bread oft heauen. Bur food, by 
ſo, on the othcrive , it we prepare and purge grace we 
our {ciues by penance ; it we arme , & ltreng- may dis 
then our ſelues by Prayer, and practiic ot ſold geitir if 
vertue; thes tree of je will tructity 11 our foules WEWas 
after a {!range proportion; and the more, the (*) Why 
ofiner, we thail feed, thereon Nor ſhall we ** tre- 
necd ro feare, that by treqii«l nting Us Myltc- = 
— SF 
xy, eitherthic Þencttit Whit {WL 1mMpartte of Arclis 
Vs, OriNE Veicr: ton which we thalt been gb 
bled to carr Y ©O Waics It, Ca ay way decicale, brecd 133 
Þut tac contrary. crea(e 
The (e) plealures of tie vworld, glut a of reue- 


gan for the fy rite, and he 1s ready co {tarue to: OY any 
hungar after Wa: a. ESTES: {; } yore couerfation of OY on 
3009 


Dany, i5 Yalued hinily 3) it evmg to be if) - 
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20yed; butby cultome, and familiarity , thers 

growes contempr. Itis not, it cannot be ſo in 

this caſe of ours. For the honor, and profit, & 

delight, which is both found and felt, by trea- 
| ting, in this inward manner, with the infinite 
ſpring. and fountaine of all Good, doth eatily 
| pu. ys out of feare, that ever, there can be any þ 
want of reverece, but only with ſuch, a« come | 
not to 1t, as they ought, In all chings, but eſ- 
peciaily in this blefled Sacrament, he is of in- 
finite greatneſle, and goodnes, to ſuch as will 
rxclortro him with hible Jouc; or rather who 
w1ll but giue himleaue to reſort to them; and 
who lay no impediment in his way, but that 
| he may inloy them all, as he defires. For, as 
fl much more willingly, doth Chriſt our Lord 
| repoſe in ſuch a ſoule, then euen in the Empe- 
riall heauen at ſelte, as the preparing of 

ſoule (although it be yet but the ſeate of his 

race) did colt him more, then the building of 

Ges though it be the ſeate of his glory. For 

heauecn did but coſt him a word, which was 
but one {imple act of his will ; but the ſoule of 

man, did coſt hum many a bitter ſigh, and ma=- 

ny a ſalt teare, and ſo many drops of his pre- 

tious bloud, as that he had no more left to 

ue. 

2 The next diſcourſe is to giue vs a larger 

proſpect ypon the obic of his infiniteſuffe- 
rance, as this is, {triving to make vs feele'and | 
ponder, the care hetakes to keep vs from ſut- 
fering any miſery, at all, either of finne, or 

paine . For in this divine Sacrament of Sacra- 

ments 


— 
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ments, to (f) the poore oppreiied Orphane ( The 
he thewes himſclte, a molt deere and louing many of 
Father, To the ficke and wounded patient, an fices 
expert & careful Phiſitian, Yo the negligent, whichoue 
and wandiing ſheepe; a pittitull, and watch- _ pere 
full Pattour, 'F'o theignorant, and ynlearned mars _ 
ſcholler, a wile, and molt diligent Maitter; ,;, Ra 
To the penitent and atllited toule , which crataenty 
ſplits with griefe tor hauing offenced ſuch a 
Goodnes, and melts with Joue , through the 
delire to enioy ſuch a beauty,the isa pardoner, 
a protectour , a perſeruer, a cherither, an illu- 
minator, an inflamer, a companion, a friend, 
aſpouſe, an all in all, | 

O tire (g) divine, O ſacred food, O hea- (8) The 
uenly teat! So heauenly, as thou doſt incor- conclugg 
porate thy ſelte in vs,& vs in thee, & doit after of this 
aſort, even Deity our nature, in this mortal] diſcourſe, 
life of ours; by making it, ina manner, one 1ntheway 
thing with thyne. Letthineeye looke backe of prayery 
ypon thine owneauncient mercies. And fince 
thou haſt taken ſuch ſtrange pitty ypon thy 
Creatures, by thy vouchſating hitherto , to 
dwell in ſuch durty houſes; take pitty, now at 
Jait ypon thy ſelf. And make henceforth, theſe 
our hartts, ſuch holy Yemples,as may become 
thee, O thou Ring of glery,, to inhahtit ; and 
therin, for ever to be actored. Let aii the facul- 
ties of Our foules, and ail the {eiifes ot our boe 
dy hangs like {0 many inceaſfories before thy 
Altaz, ail breach outerernal prayſe of thy ho- 
ly name;and enen ſpend themfejnes wholy in 
Wy {uice, uz contemplation of yus inf 

| 20 os 


—_— 


| 


wy — — 


d 
fn Tm — - 


] 204 Of the Lout of our Lord, 
benefit. 'Theu halt lodged a treaſure as rich as 
thou thy {cle art 1ich, in thelctraile veſlell, of |} 
Our i-.ucs. Glue ys thertore grace, to carry the 

| about, with ſuch a carcto keep them ſate trom 

| breaking, as that the Iewell may be tor euer | 
ours, iiumblevs, deere Lotd, by what other 
way thou wilt, but [ernot ow tormer fſinnes, | 
be punithed by our contemning, or ynderua- 

Imng thete loue;aigne mercies. And fince y- « 

pon thy bringing the tire of thy holy Spirit 

into the worid,thou didſt expect that irthould 
be all jintiamed; do nor permit, that we ſhould 
yet remaine {o yoyd of heate; when thy vn- 
{peakeavle goodnes dorh fo often bring into 
our boſomes, yea and into our very breaſts, 
that tornace of this very fize, which is thy felt; 
| this death of finne, this ſpring of vertue , this 

Þb:cad of lite, this cure of paſfions, this ſtrength 

of weakenes , this treaſure of grace, this ban- 

quet of toy , this roote of glory, this conduit, 
| and conueyance otall good things. 


nn 
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Of the znfinite Lowe which our Lord Teſts diſcount 
aereth to makind mn his ſacred Paſhongwith a 
reflection ppon the d:pmty of 1s divine 
perſon, and the vſe which beer we 
are io mare thercof. 


CHIAP. $2: | 


V «x Lord Iesvs was figured, in the old 

Ia. r. Teſtament, with great propriety, by the 
Gen, 49: flower of ihe rovts of 1efſe , and. by the Lion of on 
Li .- - Tbs 
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-out the courſe and current of his Paſſion, wik 
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Tribeof Iuda. A flower he was, both Bt 
the ſauour of his benefits, and through the 0- 
dour of his djuine conuecrſation , as the prece=- 
dent diſcourſes will liaue ſhewed; anda Lion 
he was alſo by the nobility of his ſtrength, and 
Paſſion , as will now appcare. Forurude is 
both actiue and palliue , yea and the Palljne is | 
farre the greater, and farre the harder of rhe (2) The | 
two. The(a) courſe of his whole life, was like a ifs | 
a field ſo thicke ſowed with crolles, and cares, of our 
that it may all be accounted to haue benea Lord, 
Kindo ft continued Paſlijon ; bnt yet , becauſe may in 
the laſt day and nighr of che {ame life, did ſo {9me fort 
abound therwith, it is this alone, which is e- 2 called a 
minently knowne , and called , by thatfad TH 
name. 

In this ſtate he was to be, when the Pro- 
phet Eſay forefaw, and ipake of him, to this 
effect. He hath no grace or beauty , we haue ſcene 1/a- 523 
him and there was nothing in him, to be ſeenc; > we 
deſired that he m;zht be contemncd , as the moſt aba- 
ſed thinge amongst men. A manof griefe, aud wha 
did euen poſſeſſe the knowledge of mfirnuty , His face, 
was as if it were hidden, and deſpiſed; and we had 
him, in no eftim.:t'on. It was he indeed , who bars 
our infirmittes, and who ſuffered our pames; and we 
eſteemed of him, as of ſome Leapreus perſon + and as 
one who had bene ſtrucken , by the hand of God, and 
ſo detected. 

How truly were thele things perfor=- 

med, inthe perſo of Chriſt our Lord ch®ugh- 


anſtantly be repreſented hoes; when firit 
U You 
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396 ve Loge of oxr Lord, 
(b)In the you(b)ſhall have bene defired,to looke a little 
conſidera backe, with'the eye of your coniideration, ve 
tionofthe pon the firlt Chapters of this whole diſcoutſe, 
Pathon of yyherin the dignity of the perſon of Chriſt 
mn z our Lord 1s rouched. For ſo, when 've thall 
it isnece(, Dave coupled tharformer excellecy, with this 
ſary to ommgr $a ate ſhall withal, haue weighed 
ponder how the only reaſon that moued him to diſ- 
his infioi- poyle himſclte of the one, and to veſt himſelte 
te Maze= with the other, was a deſire of the glory of 
ſy,zs ie God, which might redound to him by our 
$5 God, good; And that he emptyed himſelte , out of 
his owne felicity, to the end that we might 
partake therot in heauen ; And did euen as it 
were incbriate himſelfe, with the Chalice of 
attliction , affronts, and defolation, that ſo in 
the ſtrength of that, he might ſecure vsfrem 
ce) The the eternall chaines of fire in hell; ] ({Othinke 
vicof We hal not be ſo blindly bold,nor ſo wicked- 
theiecon® ly yngratefull , as not to detejt our fing 
fideratiss» which were the cauſe of all his ſorrow ; and 
continually to lament, and ſe;ue, & Joue that 
Lord, who was pleaſed to yndergoe, ſuch pe- 

nance for them. 

Confider therfore, I ſay, that he whoſe 
Paſſion you ate to read , was the only Sonne 
of the ſacred Virgin Maty, that molt excellet 
and pertect pure Cicatuie that ever was. Co- 
I aber, was framed by the had 
and 5k1i!J of the holy Ghoſt, out of her Royall 
and all-imraculate bloud . Confder that he 
was bearrrfull above all the Sarnesof men , for co- 
T{4in.44- plexion., tor confliQution, and tor g:ace, and 
mMonon 


4> 
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motion . Conſider the complete ſanctity of 
his holy ſoule, which animated thac body, ſo 
full of beauty; The high purity, the wide cha-- 
rity, the protound humility, the entyre con= 
formiry, and transformity of his will, into the 
will of God; with al other vertues in the high= 
eſt degree, which God could cormmunicate to 
2 creature. 

Conſider the other incomparable guifrs 
and praces , which were imparted to lym or 
rather ingulted in him, beyond all meaſure 8 
proportion . That guifr of Propheſy and Mira- 
cles, T hat treaſure of incorruptible wiſedomez 
That cuer- flowing riuer of his infallible 
Knowledge, Experunentall, Infuſed, Sc Bea= 
tificall. Colider that this body and {oule, were 
Knit by the indiffoluble bond of Hypoltaricall 
ynion, to the ſecond perſon of the moſt bleſ- 
ſed Trinity, who (according to the words of” 
the Creed of the Councell of Nice « Ged of 
God, light of light , true God of truc Gcd, begorters 
not made , conſubſtunt1u!lwith the Father , by whonn 
all things were made. Conſider, it thou canſt,the 
Infinite,eternall,fimple, vnchangeable, inde- 
pendant eſlence, and wiſedome, and power, 
& goodnes of this diuinity. Ir being thefoun- 
taine of Immortality, Purity , Iaberty, Verity. 
Clarity , Peace, Plenty, Grace, Glory, Swauity, Ex- 
cellexcy , Beauty, Mateſty, Felicity, Prouidence, Pre- 
ſernation, Protettion , Iuſtice, Mercy, Pitty, Longa= 
nmty, and Loxe. Contider that to every oftheſs 


. Attributes, there belongs an ad4irion of being 


znfinite; and that ina word, be js rhe ſabſtice, 
V 4 PTyVa 
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308 Of che Loue of our Lord, 
and the umme, the circumlerence, and the 
Center of ail Originall cicatcd pertection. 


Of the moſt tender and diguc Loue and care, which 
our Lord leius shewed, at hu entrance mtg 
the Pallion , mm his lift ſermon, and long 

prayer, 10 hueternall Father. 


CHAP. 52. 


H1s man, this God, this God and man, 

did abandon himſelfe lo tarre, as to ſuffer 
hideous things tor the Iouc of vs. And we are 
bound, with our whole harts, not onely to 
carry great compaſllion towardes Eim, bur to 
fly 2 mayne, from all that which is any way 
offeniiue to him, who did voluntarily, and 
with a kind of infinite charity, caſt himſelte 
into ſuch a bed of 'Fhornes, for our ſakes. For 
a5{ocneas our Lord had inſtituted the bleſſed 
Sacrainent of the Altar, and the holy Sacrifice 


Ns of the Male; and had therby (a) ordayned his 


ordayneg Apolties Priclts, who (in the perſon of their 
Prieſts, fucceſlours, and ſuch as thould lawfully be 
with avu- fent by them) might perpetuate the celebra-- 
tbority to tio of thoſe diuine mitteries, till the end of the 
ordayne world; he went diſpoſing kimſeltc to that 


ye Paſſion , which Ida was already gone to 
the world 21499 vpon him. And notwithſtanding that 
heknew, how vaſt things they were to be, 
yet deliied he with excethne appetite , to im 
brace thein, This is plainely 1nfinnated by that 
exp:c{i.onoithleholy Prophet, who faith of 


Chili 
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Chriſt(b)our Lord, Sarurabitur opprobrijs, Which (by Our 
amplyesa being hungry after the enduring of Lord did 
reproach, and icorne for vs; as a man might be long for 
after ſome curiousand coſtly banquetting diſh; Þ'* fill of 
and that, at thetyme of his Pallion, he thould feiing 


: x : for o! 
be ſure to haue his longing ſatisfied, ks 
But before he went forth ro the place j,,,,," 


Where he knew he ſhould be berrayed, and 7h,4u,e. 
apprehended, he reſolued to take a kind of 
leaue of his Apoltles; he had inrertayned the 
with a large, and amourous, and molt mylte- 
rious diſcourſe. And although, asa man may 
ſay, one of his {eete were ajready in the graue, 
and that he was ſoone to tind che whole rage 
and fury of hell vpon him, for the ſending of 
the other after it; he (c) applyed nimſelte yet 5 7 
to comfort them, and to torget himſelfe ( as == , = oY 
was ſayd before) with ſuch a courage, as might carety 1:g 
well become that man , who was the naturall comfore 
Sonne of God; and with ſuch a loue, as might his Apott- 
well declare the diuine pitty which he carried |eS inthe 
to the Sonnes of men. For from hence it came, P19alſt or 
that he rooke {uch tender care, to arme them — 
againſt all future feares; He told them to ti11s ines 
effect, and almolt in theſe very wordes; That 

zndeed he was to goe away , but withail, that he went pj, 
20 prone a place for them. He aſſured them, that ,, iQ i 
thetr afflictions (whenſoeuer they might happen sbould 

not laft ; but quickly be conuerted into toy, and ſuch a 

297 , 46 neuer chould be taken from them. He ini- 

nuated himſelfe to their rude capacitizs, by 

{weer aud tender compariſons. He mace the 

eternall Father io be a husbandman, that (3 himnfeitr 

migh; 


(c) Ou?r 
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might be the vine; wherof they were to be the byaun- | 
ches . Hetold them what care the Father hmſelfe 

would take topurge and puntfy thetr ſoules, from tyme 
totyme; He thewed them what aglory ut would be 

for them, to reſemble their Maiſter m his Croſſe, and 

he made them knovv vvithall,thar they showuld 

not carry it, alone; but that m the place of Insowne 
corporall preſence, which then was the obre(t of their j 
ſenſes, he would ſend them a comforter , the Holy 
Ghoft from heauen , who sheuld znhabut, and ſanthfy 

thezr ſoules. He promiſed them his Pe.ce , whwch 

should sheww them a ſafe, and quiet port , wherin ta 

ride, in the very midſt of all the difficulties , and grea- | 
zeft daungersof this world. He told the, in plaine 
tearmes, that he loued them; and he beſought the, 

that as they loued him, they would keepe his commaun=- 
dements, and that if they would doe ſo , both he , and | 


: 5 4 ; 
bis Father would come and viſit, and dwellwiththem. 


He told them moreouer, that euen hs eternall 
Father loued them, and that whatſoeuer they would 
akse they Should be ſure 10 hane ;, whether they should 
| 5b it of himſclfe , or of his Father, in bis name; yea 
| and he deſired them to aske ſomewhat of him, that ſo 
| thezr 10y might be full, as it he had bid them try, | 
and be euen 1udged by themſelues, whether | 
he had ſaid true or no. | 
(4) Agreat It ſeruethalſo to ſhew the very paſlto- 
procfe of Natenes, (as I may ſay) of his loue, (q) that he 
the ten- was content to repeate the ſelte ſame expreſ- 
dernes of fions of it, many tymes. To declare that he 
| the loue cguldnor ſay that, inough, which he thought, | 
4 _— he could neuer doe too much. We ſee how 
| —O0'E tenderly he called them his ſeruants, his Dil- 


'' ſus. 
| Ciples 


| 
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ciples, his friends, and that he prould tell them all 


hu ſecrets; hs Sonnes , and euen his lutle Sonnes, 
whome yet he would not leaue as Orphans without 4 


Father . And now we ſhall hearc him pray the : 


erternall Father ,for them , in molt ethicacious 
and obliging words ; That hewould jarctify then 
3nbs Truth . He pretjeth him by the highetd 
points ofdiuine Rethoricke , wi:ich could be 
though of . He puts him in mind ; Of the e:er- 
nallloge be bare the Some, and of the faiinfull ſer- 
uicewhich he the Sonne had performed to the Father, 
He alſo repreſenteth the Fathers Mifſion of 
the Sonne; and he ayoweth; That as the Fa- 
ther had ſent hum, ſo had be ſeent them . He begs the 
pon of all his children with one another , and of all 
thoſe children with himſclfe; that ſo he bemg in God, 
and they berg in him , they all might alſo come to be 


one, i God . In this(e) ſuite of his, he is ſo im- (e) How 
carne? 


portunate, and proceeds fo tarre to yrge the 


ſame, that in effect, he te]ls the erernall Father © 
| . leſn 
that he will nor be denyed therin. c : 
: or vs, in 
Nor was he content thatthis ſhonld be ,j.,v 
an Vnion of inferiour degree , but an YVnION to his e« 
with perfection , and conſummarion . Tull fo rernall 
25 in a broath, which is made of diners meats, Father, 


there is an vnion of thoſe meartes , in that 
broath; and if they boyle in it till they enen 
boyle away , there is not only an yaion of 
the meates, but a conſummation thereof, into 
that broath. And although in moſt places of 
holy Scripture, when our Lord {pake to lis 
Apoſtles or Diſciples, he meant nor that his 
wards ſhould bg for them alone , but that all 
V 4 "a 
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the world ſhould be comprehended in their 
perſons to whome then he ſpake; Yethisloue 
at that tyme was not content to intend vs, 0n= 
ly by wayotinterence, but that dying flame, 
would needs be ſending out certaine flaſhes, 


hr 


which yet extend them{211es fo farre, aseuen 


to lay exprelie hold ypon cuery one of our 
mduiduall perſons, Tho hauc the happines 
ro be members of che holy Catnolike Church. 
Which they only are, who belccue the Do- 
urine of Chrilt our Lord, by the preaching of 
the Apoſtles, or of thoſe Apoſltolicall men, 
who haue a lawtull and direct miſſion trom 
them. And therfore he faid/ for now I cite his 
owne very words) I pry not only for them, (that 
6 to ſay, ſor his Apociles but ſor choſe others alſo, who 
will belecue tn mee by cher preaching , that they be 
one ,4s thou, O Father, art 1 mce , and | wm thee, ſo 
they alſo may be onem vs; aud the world may beleeae 
that thou haſt ſent me . Ard chat glory , which thou 
haſt ezuen mc, I have g:uen to them, that they may 
be onething , as we are one tying . In thee, and thou 
zn mce, that they may be (f conſummated wn one; and 
the world my know that thou haſt ſent me ; and that 
thou hait lowed them, euen as thou haſt loved me. I 
will , O Father , that they , whonie thou haſt giuen 
mee, may be with me ,there where 1 shall be. That 
they may ſee theglory which thor haſt gtuen mee ,be- 
Ca:tſe thou louedst me befors the framing of the world. 
O thoutuſt Father,the world bath not known thee, but 
I b.cue knowne thee, and theſe haue knowne th.tt thor 
hit (op me. And 1 bane made my name known 19 1he; 
and i w.ll jn4gg ut knowne ;, that the ſame very loue, 

| wher - 
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erherwith thou haſt lowed me, may be in the, &+ 1 in the. 

Thele, amongit many others, were the 
words of our bletfed Lord, in that lait diuine 
ſermon, of his. Wherby we may ce the amou= 
rous and reſtleſſe defire, which tooke poſſeſ- 
fion of his hart, wherwith he ſollicited i1ts e= 
ternall Father, that we might behold the glo- 
ry which he had giuen to him; and po as 
it were his whole (g) credit vpon the obtey= /py Oug 
ning af theſe tauours tor vs, when he begs it, Lord Ie. 
to the end ,that ſo the world might come to know that tus did 
tbe Facher had ſent him. Asit he thould haue faid, place hig 
that in theface of the world, he had giuen his honour _ 
wor bot! for our Redemption and Sandti- — 
fication & Vnion,and tor our rigitt, to raigne he_ ! 
in heauen with himſelte ; and that it the eter- pather . 
nall Father, ſhould not make good thar word; fy ye, 
the world might hane reaſon not to beleeue, | 
thathe was, as hc had ſaid, the Sonne of God. 


The horyour, andterrour, and ſorrow of Christ ous 
Lord, togedther with his Prayer m ihe Garden 


CHAP. $54 


O ſooner had he ended that ſpeach, but 
inſtantly he went out, with his Difci- 

ples, ouer the Torrent of Cedron . Hedid perhaps Joan. 22; 
palic ouer that Torrent, without once taſting 
any droppe therof; but the whole world was 
a kind of Forrent of atili&:on to him; & his 
whole jite was that way , wherin, he did not 
only taſt, bur take deepe draughts thicrof, be- 
fore 
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Pſubrutoy. fore be exalted his head, by alcending yp to heas ' 
ven. Already did the {eniible, or interiour | 
part of htz ſoule begin to be obſcure, and ſad 
with care . He was pleaſed toleauc it atter a 
ſort, toitſelte, forthe increaſe of thar paine, 
which he delired to ſuffer. Forels his ſoule, 
being vaited to the divinity, would haue bene 
farre trom teeling any thing bur vnſ; peakeable 
toy. Butleauing eight of his Diſciples not farre 
ot, he tooke , to himſclte, the three whom he 

Fare. n&. fauoured molt; S. Peter , S. Iames, and S. lobn, 
as the firtelt ro be eye witnetles of hisatlicis, 

Matt.zg, becauſe they had beene tortitied by hauing 

Marc, 14. bene preſent at his Transfgwation. 

Licc, n3. He bad them watch and pray, leaſt elſethey 
might enter to Temptation. But the lead of their 
fad harts, drew downe, and cloſd' the doores & 
of their heauy eyes; making them leep (after a 
ſort) whether they would orno. Our Lord 
had, by that tyme, retyred himſelfe a little e- 

(a)Solitu- uen from them, into perfect (a) ſolicitude, 

deis fit Not that he had need therot (who knew not 

for ſuch ywwhatbe longed to a diſtraction) but to teach 
ee prays yin ſuch 07,40 Fi we are to doe. Yea and 
to make even men of the higheſt prayer, and 
contemplation, not tocontemne the prepa- 
rations and helpes, which weaker perſons are 
wont viſe. When he had prayed a while, he 
went to viſit his Apoltles. And ſo hedid as 
gayneattwo ſeueral tymes afterward;for no 

2ine of his owne, was able to make him for= 

ger them . And although in all reaſon, they 


were to haue been ſharply —_—_— = 
_ fuck 


— 
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ſuch a dulnes; yet he would not open his 
mouth towards the holding ot any ſuch lan- 
punge: But (b) he pirtied them rather, and (The 
ad them, atthe laſt, ileepe on; and (to the w 6derfull 
extreme contuſion of "1 as tor tryflies are raccknes 
cholerickly tranſported again{t their feruants) cf our Bo 
he excuſeth, and defendeth, and euen comen- 99s 
deth them, for the promptitude and good de- 
fire of their minde; although their body of 
fleſh & bloud were fraile. Returning thertore 
againe to pray ; his ſoule was ouer wrought 
with griefe , in ſuch exccſle; that his valiant 
hart which knew not what belonged to teare, 
and his filent tongue which vied not to yent 
it ſelfe by ſpeach, were not aſhamcd to pro- 
fetſe that he wasall ſeized with terrour ; that 
he was oppreited with a kind of wearines; & 
thathe was ſurcharged with ſo profound f{or- 
row, as made him ſay; That his ſoxle was ſad, even 
to the death. 
What a bleſſed gnodnes was this in him, 
to plucke vp thoſe [takes, & dikes, which for- 
merly had madeit impoſſible for ſuch thought 
as thoſe, to breake in, and ouerflow him; and 
now to giue way toſuch(cweakenes in him- (cy The 
ſelfe; that by the merit therof, ſo much grace weakenes 
might be applied to men, and not only to ®f our 
men, but euen to tender and dclicare Virgins; Lord ny 
k : \ 2 obtavned 
as that 1n yertue therof, they might be able, 4 
with patience, and euen with toy, toendure, for kj 
as cruel Martyrdomes, as cues the rage, of the (--uants, 
moſt barbarous T yrants could inuent . For,as in their F 
we grew to haue perfect life, by the obedicce fultcrice, G 
C by 
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216 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
of his death , and wuc honour, by his humili- 
ty and thame, lo by this weakenes of his, we | 
haue gayned itrength; by his wearines, ala- | 
crity ; and by his griete, his taithtull ſeruants 
hauc obteyned 1oy, intheir greatelt miſery, 
From hence we may alto gather another truite | 
of cotort; that tince our Lord himſelfe went ſo | 
farre in tac exprel{ion of his diſtrefle, his ſer- 
uvants muſt not thinke { when theſzlues ſhould 
be much deiected by their crofles, in the infe- 
riour part of their ſoule) that therfore God is 
angry wuh them; it (till, in the ſuperiour, 
they willimicace chis Loid of ours. Who not- 
ſtanding he deſired , rhar the Chalice might 
hae patled trom tum,did yet retigne himſelte, 
with intire adnegat!o of his owne wil; accep= 
"P3149 ting thus, & imbracing the wil of God; Paterfs |, 
eſt poſbile tranſeat ame Calix rite;atramen non mea 
poluntas , ſed tua fiat. Father , if it be poſſuble,let this 
Chalice paſſe fro me. yer not my will, but thine be done, 
Now as the charity was vnſpeakeable, 
which our Lord Itsvs, was pleaſed to expreſ= - 
ſe, both in bearing ſuch a vveightas thisfor | 
our*Redemprtion, & in letting vs heare the 
groanes which it colt him, torour inſtructio, 
& conſojation ; ſo who thall beable to ſound 
into that bottomlelle pit of his protound hu 
mility, which drew the God of glory to | 
ſubmir himſiclte to ſuch indignity , and to 
make him content to need the comtort of a 
creature , though he were an Angel!, which | 
Angell mult come downe from heauen Jike a | 


prince of glory, whilit the creatour of all the 
An» 
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Angells, was planted wuere, (o tull of miſery. 
And that he \V ould hu! tiintelte 1n {uch NC- (d)H - 
cellity of (d) pe:tiiting im bis prayer; fome- ,,, = 
- axons xom his knees, & fometymes: 2 jpro- Red in | 
itrate ypon the giouna, & often 1cpeating the prayer, 
{ame Prayer, and that in the ſelte lame words; (r)Lnc.22o 
as 1t it had bene like, to prouc a kind of doubt- (:)Marc. 
full caſe, what would become of him , atlalt. 14» 
Bur of that, there was no doubt at all; tor 
betides his Hypoſtaticall vnion, with the di- 
uinity, his happy ſoule was tully in Ged. And 
both by the t1ayres;, mto which he was con- 
tent that the interiour part therof thouid be 
calt, for as much as conceincd any ſenſe orco- 
fort; as alſo by the courſe which he tooke to 
become victoiious in the end, he WENT TCCOor- 
ding Waycs , and rules for vs, whe:by Ws 
might allo conquer ajl our enemies. | 

Our bletled Lord, in the meane tyme, 
was labouring, as it were, for lite, &to iuch 
plunges was he brought, as totind himſelte in 
expretie agony, torſo the holy Evangelilt de- 
clares. Now this is the {tare of dying perſons, 
in the laſt moments of their-lije; when the eyes 
being already dymme, the rect being knit, 
the hart firings being ſtraviid, and of the no» 

EE oa iz. a; 8 
ble parre: being jy En oRs as ae. THO (e) The 
of the lower wor). VVOUG 2, A general] oe 
earth quake) the duce of 2 noudy and (oule anguita of 
ſeemecth neere at band . And ir1st9o be noted, ming 
that this grevyvan him, vyithour 2ny r07ment which 
then inflicted ypc bis body zand only From our Lord 
the (ec) anguith of hv mute, 43v7y exquiite Letus felt, 
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ded by 
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Chrilt 
our Lord. 


—— — — => 


= 4 A 


—_—ygy . : ——-—e—— — 

218 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
thertore, and hovy inſufferable muſt that anc 
guith be? But the more cloſely he yyas to be 
tet ypon , by that Sea of forroyy, vyhich ſec- 
med , asit inſtantly it yyould ſvvalloyy him 
Vp, the more firme yyas his hope in God, and 
ſo alſo mult ours be, jn ſuch occations . And 
atcer the rate of our diſcomforts, ſo is our 
Prayer to be increaſed. Forvve ſee, it is athr- 
mcd ot our blefled Sauiour, that vvhe he yyas 
groyvne to be 1n Agony, he produced his 
prayer into great length; Erfa@usin agonia,pro- 
lixius orabat. 

Prayeris therfore that, vyhich ſtill he 
recommends to vs heerby ; and vve ſce vvith 
hoyy profound reuerence 1t muſt be made;and 
vvhar high eſtimation yve are to make therof, 
as ſhortly vvill be theyved more at large. And 
fince our bleſſed Lord vyas content to xepeate 
the ſelfe ſame prayer thrice; vve are to pitty 
the oo” men (vyho yvill needs be our ad- 
ne) 
tor our often repetition of the ſame (f) Prayers. 
Indeed if vvedid but ſay them, vvith the lips 
and rongue alone, as they impoſe ypon vs, 8 
tooke not care to accompany them, yvith the 
application, and attention of our minde, they 
might ſtill laugh on, and the deuil] yyould 
keepethem company therin . Bur otheryviſe, 
vye ſee ,by this myitery of the Garden, that 
Repetition of Prayers, 15 no ill cuſtome, it yye 
vſe itas vye ought. And then it ſtill they vvill 
needs be laughing ar as, for the vie cherof, they 
yVill be faine to doc it alone, forthe dewll 1s 
: 8LOL 


aries) yyhullt they _ and ſcoffe at vs 
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mot ſuch a 'toole, as to doe fo too, ſince he 
| knoyves he looles by the bargaine. 

A heauy Agony to our Lord Iesvs,that 
vyas ;buta happy one tor vs; fince he offred it 
to the eternall Father, for the obtayning of 
comfortand itrength, not(g) only in all the (eo) They 
. diltrefſes of minde, as yyas ſaid beto:e; but jn Agony of 
all the deac]:: Cifeaies of body alio, vyhich vurLere, 
Migl!t COMC Oo Carry Vs our of this life. And 8''t cofore_. 
Itis in vertue of this Agony, that vye ſee the for vs, 
{cruants of God, 1o full of patience, and cou- "—_ a: 
rage ;and ſometymes cucn of ioy, vvhen they Mo. - 
are vpo that bed, & euc as ic were, in the Very mind,and 
| jayves of death. Norvyhen they are abando- diſeaſes af 
ned by the help of the yyhole vyorld, and body. 
| vyhe their corporal ftrength is entirely gone: 
can yetallthe proud deni}]s in hell, (vvho are 


'#® then imploying all the force and traude they 
haue to their perdition) diſquiet their con- 
ſcience, or diſturbe their peace. 


What griefe ut mu$t needs carſe to our bleſſed Loyd, 
80 be eſtranged fromſecling comfort in Ged. 


SE HAP. 5. 


V t yviat might that be, the very ap= 

prehenfion vyherot, vyrought ſo impe- 
tuouſly vpon our bleſſed Lord, yyhome no- 
thing bad bene obſerued ro diltemper in the 
| Icaſt degree through all the cauſe of his holy 
; life, vyhar kind of thing Ifay muit thar be. 
yrlich duilt afſaulchi: hart v yith forroyy®2: 
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20 O onr Lord, 
of yyhat had he bene ignorant till then, the 
knowleauge wherof, at thar tyme , might be 
able wo pur the powers of his mind into thar 
appearance of diſorder? His knowledge was 
{i11l che ſame, buthis Joue, in ſome ſort, was 
not the fame ; for it ſeemes, as if every minute 
of his lite, he had bene adding ney teathers to 
thole wings , wherby his hare was flying to- 
waidsthe comfort of ours. And knowing of 
how great aduantage to vs, his humility and 
(a) Our paticuce would be, inthe fight of God, (a) it 
Lord was \vas only his pleaſure, ar that tyme as hath 
—_—— been ſayd, to hide the comfort of his diuinity, 
uffer c from the interiour part of his ſoule ; wherby 
—> chouy thoſe apprehenfions,and reaſons of griefe,and 
heloueg deſolation , were of vuſpeakeable torment to 
ſo much, 1s minde . Which fo Tong as it was feeding, 
| vpon the clecre, and ſcniible viſion of God, 
could not ſo much as once diſtract it, fromin- 
ceſlant ioy . Whereas novv he vyas ſo yery 
farre from ioy, that yve ſee him, as if he had 
been halte ouercome wath griefe. To let ys 
knowe, by the way, that as all our burthens, 
are light when they are carryed vpo our backs 
by the help of God; ſo when he retyreth his 
holy hand, there is not theleaſt of the, which 
may not trouble the ſtrongeſt Saint that lines. 
But theobie& which cauſed ſuch excefſiue 
anguith to our Lord Ixsvs, & which wrought 
ſofarre cuen ypon hisſacred body , as to make 
it vtter a prodigious ſyyeat of very bloud (and 
that not by drops , butas it yvere by ſtreames 
aud floods, ( yyhich did not trickle , but 74s 
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downe 4 maine, from the heauenly earth of his 
body,to the terieſtriall earth wheron he knee- 
led ( which was made a kind of heauen , by 
drinking vp that quinteliece of lite) was(b)the (b) The 
glory of God, which he ſaw prophaned by citho- 
the finne of man; and the ſoules of all man- 2our of 
kind, (wherot he loued cuery one, a million 
of times more then his owne prettous lite /ad- ,; 
dicted to the cternall rorments of hell fire. For man, wag 
this was that {word witn a double edge therwo 
Which did,as it were , cut his foule in funder, edged 

Who 15 alſo able to imagine, whata fad (word, _ 
aflliction it mult be to him , to be depriued, for which cut 
one moment, of the teeling of that ſoucraigne 2vr Þ. 
delight &ioy, wherewith he did ſo abound, — 
from the very inſtant of his Conception; by;undes 
the ſenſible thining of his diainity vpon his 
whole ſoule, which now, 11 part, was abrid- 
ved thereot, The want of any communica- 
tion of Almighty God, to a hart which hath 
ſeen ligir,in light; is of fo great moment how 
little ſoeuer it be, that it woids thar hart with 
much griefe; which doth well diſcerne, that . 
nothing of that kind, is little. To know any 
thing of God, by way of tenfible experience, 
doth kindle in the ſpirit, a very furnace of de- 
tixetocnioy the reſt . And how much ſorrovy 
then mult it feele, to be depriued, euen of 
what ithad ? The liues of Saintes are full of 
the ſweet, and {2d complaints, which they 
haue made to God , ypon ſuch occations; and 
in particular, you may lee ſtore of this, in the 
Lie of that great woman, Bleed Mocher Tereſ.s 

% 


La 
e . 


— TREE 
: a —_ 
_ - » E 


* — 


img = —— 
222 Of the Loue of our Lord, 

of leſs, which was written by herſelfe, vpon 
the commaundement of her ghoſtly Father. 

And not only did thus holy Palj:on, 

raigne among, ſuch ſoules departed, as the 
Church eltecmerch to be Saints ; but, by the 
goodnes of God, ve haue met with ſome a- 
mongitthe creatures whoare yet in t!&th and 
bloud, who leruing God in greatpurity; & in 
contormity therot, hauing bene admitted to 
{ome deere imbracemets ot that heauely ſpouſe 
of ther ſoules, haue gone Jametably mourning 
and that for along tyme together, (like ſo ma- 
ny Turtles for the abſence of their beloued) 
through the wat of that infinite Good wherof 
before,they had beene admitted to take a taſte. 


ec) The They (c) are fo deeply wounded with 
preatſor- Jouc, that to be hindred trom inioying him, 
row is wont to giue them cxceſl;ue griefe . They 


which is fecle it ſo much, as they know not how they 
felt by the ſhall endure that want; tince the only remedy 
-my of of al) their other paines,is the certaine(d)mea- 
my_= 1 nes, to increaſc this ONE paine of theirs. For 
ter of as a ſore is moit felt, when it is moſt toucht; 
himſeife fo is their paine augmented by ſpeaking, or 
from a thinking of things which concerne Almighty 
ſoule; or God; whoſe breath they ſmell , but ypon 
even by yyhoſeſubſtance rhey are not ſuffered now to 
liuing1% feed. and yet all things els are a torment to 
this Pil- them. They thirſt and pine, they euen con- 

orimage, *h<m- They t pine, they euen co! 
(d)By of- fume and melt,” and they cry our to our Lord; 
tenthin- and there is none but only himſeJfe , who 
king ypo can comfort, that ſwelling and gaſping ſoule 
God, gftheirs. Andihough tiicy fecme to be _ 
1113 
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| him (yea, and ſo they are, in very deed) yer 
they find themſcjues to be, as ina priſon, our 
ot witch they know not how to breake. 
Such affects as theſe, doe raigne in the 
harts of ſomes choyce feruants oft God, ypoin 
the confideration which they haue of wan- 
ting certayne fceling communications of tus 
diuine Maielty, in thts woetul] pilgrimage 
wherin they liue. Yea it is not mainly yeares, 
fince one who was licke of this ſweetly ſad 
diſeaſe, was {o happy asto dy of a flux of tea- 
res ; and anotlier, whoſe hart ſtrings brakes 
and he inflantlydyed in exerciting {ome acts 
of the loue of God; and fo it was tound, vwien 
he was opened. 
Meaſure (e) then by this, what depth (e) The 
of ſorrow it mult caule , in the hart of our B, 12compas 
| Lord, to be abſented fo, from the feeling itut- FADIR 
; tion of God, whoimne he knew ſo well, whom griefe of 
LE our Lord 
he loued ſo much; and whome fo perfectly he 1,4, 
had inioyed betore. In compariſon of whote - * 
knowledge, and louc and ioy in God, the 
knowledge, and loue, and toy ot all the other 
creatures put together, is nort{o much as one 
ſingle moate, compared ro the whole body 
of the earth . And yet whetas they with all 
this griefe of theirs for wanting God have yet, 
through his goodnes, ſome ſich kind of feeling 
of him ſtil], as makes itto be, in the midſt of 
pms: a kind of moſt ioyfull ſufferance; our 
ord was pleaſed to rake the bitrer without 
the ſweet for himſelfe; and only tofeele, and 
penetzats the want vyherin he yyas of chat 
| OO Y Good; 


The mcombarable (oro of Chaſt our Lo1d through 
his cor{iveratrn of the dichonour of God, 
a4 cheſinne and nijery of man :togea- 
ther wath the ſight, of what him{cifg 
was tw fiiffer. 


CHAP. 56. 


Ovvy, it it yyould be of ſuch vnſuffe; a» 

ble paine, for Chit our Lod, to be on- 
ly abſcnied or eitranged trom Almighty Cod 
(vvhich aviece,1s no linne but only a puntſh- 
ment, nd yyhich is not, many tymes, of 
any oitenceatall to the diuine Matelty (bur 
{cructh only, tor a probation of vercue,and tor 
a Piepaiation to alt increaſe of grace) hovy 
may v ve thinke thacit yyould pie:ce his hart 
from {1de to tide, to ce (as hath been ſayd\thar 
God prophaned, hisglory diſgraced, his lavv 
ranſgrctled, and all thoſe cicatures, vyhom 
he had c:cated atter his ovyne Image, to en- 
10y heauen vyith cternall telicityzio ſtad nov 
Go neere ypon the tearmes of being damned to 
eucilifting miſery . He ſavy vyvhat Adams 
happy flare had beene, and yvyhar a miſerable 
a ſiaccri vas crovyneto tHe ſavy, that rea» 
fon vihich vain Oene, \ Va noYy become 
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world were to paſſe vpon his account; nor 
was the leaſt of them to be pardoned by the 
luſtice of God, but in yertue of the ſacred Pal- 
fion, which then, he was about to ynde:goe. 
They were (a)all tepreſented to his dojorous, (4 he 
atllicted mind, as dijtinctiy as they were di- jrye couſe 
{tinct in their being cominted; and a million of our 
of tymes more clectiy, then the men Who co- Lords ex» 
mitted them, did eucr fee them. ceſhue 

Let a man but thinke, how many finnes lorow. 
healone, may haue committed in ſome oue 
day of his lite; and then how many dates he 
hath lived; & how many of his finnes he harh 
forgotten; & how many of his actions, words 
& thoughts, are accounted fintull in the ttght 
of God, which yet did not ſeeme fo to him. Let 
him thinke how many men there are 1n the 
towne wherehe may chance to be ; how na» 
nyin the Prouince; how many in the Jn ;j7- 
dome; how many in all Furope; how many 
inall che world, at this tyme. Lethum tninke, 
how many there haue bene in the whole 
world , throughout all the ages therof, tince 
the begining; and how many there rnay be, 
before the end. And who ſha!l now be able 
once to conceaue of the innumerable {innes, Ut 
which haue bene, are,& are to be comitted, by W110 
all this race of makind?ſince the tuft mn ſfiuneth Proner, 1g. |\þ} 
ſexuen tymes 4day, by vearail finnec; and many, 
who goe for Saints with vs, will bz found to 
haue committed many, and many Mortall. 

Whar ſhall we therfore ſay , of ſuc!t 

wicked men , «4 drinke imguity, vp like water? Hob, tge 

| Þ, 1 whe- 
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226 Of the Love of our Tord, 
whether they be vicious Catholicks ; or blaſe 
phemous Hereriques; or diſobedient Schiſ- 
matiques; or perfidious Ieyves; or Prophane 
Pagans; or beitiall Turkes and Mores ? What 
Legions, what millios, what worlds of finnes 
mult there haue been preſented to the ſoule of 
Chriſt our Lord to ſuffer tor?fince(tor as much 
as concerned him)he accepted the punithment 
ot them all; and that , by fo exact ſcales ot di- 
nine Tuſtice, as that t any one of all thoſe 
fiancs, had not be commirted, the Pafſion of 
Clriit our Lord had bene fo much, the letle 
gricuous. And it was to be their fault vyvho 
vvould not, by Faith & Penance, apply that 
Pallion to their ſoules, if they were not faued 
therby ; and not any defect of the Paſſion it 

eb) Our ſelte of Chrilt our Lord; who favv,6 knevy, 

Cardin and counted, and accepted eucry one of their 

ſufered particular ſinnes; andinade (for as much as co- 

not only cerned him) oblation of an incltimabic pay- 
for all the mcr, in diſcharge of the ſame particular ftnne. 

{innes Nor (b; only did he ſce and ſuffer for all 

RP. finnes which already are, and are heoreatter ro 

==} be comitred, but alſo for all thoſe other, which 

but for at} YYould have bene commirted by them all, if 
thoſe o- They had not bene prevented, by the Grace 
thers allo vvhich grevv from God, tn contemplation 
which ofthe Paſljon of Chriſt our Lord. For no lefle 

would yyas his pretious bloud to bethe Antidote, 6 

ar preſeruatiue againſt all ſinnes, vyhich might 

ted with 12ue byn comirted, then it vyas to be there- 
oue his Medy , andcureof ſuch as yyould be commit= 
grace. ted indeed. So that cuery man did add ſome- 
| vyhat 
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vyhat to this ſorrovy of our Lord; both good, 
and bad, palt, and preſent,and to come, VVith - 
all their linnes, yyhether they vvere great or 
ſmall; of thought, vvord, or deed; vyhether 
the yvere mortall , or veniall; of on11{{:on, or 
commiſhon ;vvhether actually they vvere, or 
would haue been commicicd, it rhey had not 
bene preuenred by this coltly meancs. 
Andit'c) noyy vve vY!ll but conſider "5 
hovy intinitely the narure of God, doth ab- ds : 
horre any one tingle finne; And hovy ttrait- y1ch ds 
ly our Lord Izsvs had obliged himfelte out of open the 
loue, to ſatisfy Gods luſtice tor them all. And ſight of 


(c)Othec 


hoyy certainely he ſavy, that the farre greater the foule, 


part of men, yyould take no benejit at all, by ©? Jit= 
that bitter Paſſion . But that ſome would not No F 
beleeue it ; ſome others vyould not apply it; ._; qxiele 
yea,and that fome would euen blaſpheme it, of aqr 
as thinking it impoſſible that God himſclic Lord les 
ſhould be logood to them . It yve conſ1der lus, 
tharmen yvho ſeriouſly defire ro ſeruc God + 
Vvvith perfection, are protoundly aftlicted, eue 
for the leaſt diſcorreſpondence to the motion 
of his holy Spirit; and much more for any 
{mall defect, into vyhich, by tieir tault, they 
may hauefallen; And yyhen theie hath beene 
quelition of greater ſinnes, there be men and 
vyomen , Vyho haue dyed as hath been ſar c, 
elien of pure repentance & ſ{orroyy tor them. 
And yet hovyv tevy fianes had they to "5x fory 
for, in compariſon of the {innes ot the yvlole 
vyorld? And hovy little could they be ſorry, 
euc tor thew avyne, in copariſon of the grizie 

X 4 vvhuch 


228 Of the Tone of onr Tord, 
vyhich did ſeize the hart of our bleſſed Lord, 
for thoſe yery finnes? Which(d) vvas ſo much 
reater then theirs, as his knoVyledge, & loue 
of God, & them, & his vnderitanding & de- 
rei/tation of all finne, vvas greater. It yyc co- 
ſider the ſeucrall kinds of finne vvhich/as hath 
becn touched betore) vyere dittinctly repre- 
ſenred to the minde ol ©hriſt our B. Lord; 
All che ſinnes of Idolatry & hereſy offending 
after an infinite maner his moſt rel1gious pie- 
ty; All the finnes of pride, his protound hu- 
mility; All the hnnes of vyrath, his Inuincable 
patience; All the tinnes of cruelty and enuy, 
thoſe boyyels of his charity and mercy ; All 
the 11nnes of gluttony, and prodigality , his 
his parteRt poucrty and ſobriety; All the finnes 
ot abhominable, beſtiall, (and notſo much as 
to be named) ſenſuality , his impenetrable, 6 
ſuperceleſtiall purity. 

It concerning Idolatry, vve conſider 
that it 15 either exteriour, or interiour. Exteri- 
our vyhen Sacrifice is offred to a materiall ex- 
ternall 1dol};& interiour vvhen Chriſtians,or 
any other do lodge a creature in theyr harts, 
which though they know, not to be God, yet 
theyelicem?, and obey, and doe more ho- 
nourto it, then to God. And if yve conftider, 
hovy for titzſe ſeuerall kindes of finnes he felt, 
and vvas tc lecle, 2 eucrall kindaft Crofle; an 
ouyvard crofe, to vyhich they vvould cru- 
City his tacred body ; and another yyhich vvas 
inward, to which he cruciticd his ovyne hart, 
through griete and loue. 

In 
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In/e)particular our Lord had hiseye, vpo fe)How 


that inflexible decree of God, which daned {9 our Lord 
many millions of Angells, tor one only t11111c. Was 
And how lor one finne, he droue Adam our wounded 


of Paradiſe. Yea and how, not only toi the — OY 
fault or guilt of finne , he 1s {o terrible; but e- |; + 


uc forthe penalty due to any one finne alth- Gods i. 
ough thefault be put away by pennance, that ſlice, and 
he mAlicteth excelliue paine in Purgatory , it hate of 
ſatisfaction be not made in this life . He had fiane; and 
beſides in his fight the miſerable weakenetle 2” great 
of man, towards all good workes , which n——_ 
weakenetle men cotiact by finne, (belides the 
G1nes theſelues)and thee are the etieds & re- 
Lques therof . And he well knew, that they 
would make it very ditiicult tor men to f{eru2 
God, without a great aboudace otgrace which 
he only could tell how to merit for the. Add 
to this, that he cleetly ſaw, all thoſe valr at- 
fronts which in that night, and the n-x: day, 
were to be done to himlelfe, with the hideous 
torments which he vvas ſure they would 1n- 
fict vpon him. Hz allo ſaw the Martyido- 
mes of all his Propnets pait, his Apoſties, aid 
other Martyrs which were then to come; the 
baniihment and confiſcation o! his ſeruants, 
pertons,and 550d%, tie CONLEMpt and pl om __ 
NaUluyn of lis Sacraments. 

The:c was no place, wheron he could 
tell how to reſt the head of his hart. Fhe $34 
magogue was all, in ce, corrup:, and al- 
moit dead, and buried. His Church vnder 
the name of Chriſtian nor then borne, One 

ot 
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220 Of the Lowe of our Lord. 
ot his Apoſtles was gone to betray him; ano- 
ther would thortly deny him; and the rett, 
were ypon the point to runne from him. His 
B. Mocher vin whom only he might have ta- 
ken intiere delight) was'to ſutfer martyrdome 
in herſoule, which was to be trnpterced with 
4 ſword of ſorrow . Whitherſocuer he might caſt 
his thoughs, in the (earch of ſome little com- 
fort, they were bowed, as it were) and bea-= 
ten backe againe , into his owne fad hart, 
which was become a whole Sca of ſorrow. 
How would he grieue for all this, vvho grie- 
Tor, xm ved til he wept againe, and tl} he was troubled, 
and did groame 11 (pitt, tor the only temporall 
death of Laz2rus. 
All rnefe things I ſay, being vyvell con» 
Cf)It is no tidered , and aucly pondered ; | (t) ceaſe tO 
wonder if Merualle, thatſuch a generall mutlter of hell as 
ſach incs. *R1s, had like , euen vyith the only apprehen- 
parable tion therot, to haue extinguiſhed the pure 
cauſes of lampe of his pretious life . Or yet, that it colt 
griefe did him ſo much thame, vvyith the horrour, to ſee 
Provace ſuch ayyorldof filth caſt before him(yvhich 
fees; novy he vvas to take yp, and to make his 
the woun, OVVne) as vyasable to put himinto expreſle 
dedbart Agony. Or, in fine, that it drevy our that 
of our ſyyeat,andeuen thoyver of bloud, as if it had 
LoiG le. bene to ſheyy the profound reaſon vvhich e- 
*u3, uen all his body had, to bluſh therat . Or els 
(according to the deuoute contemplation of 
holy S. Bernard as if he ſhould haue thed teares 
ouer all his body,fince his ſacred eves aſone, 


2d not iNQu!2h of the fhuce for ſuch a _ 
C 


who are in the next degreeto Nothing, carry 
great deuotion to thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, who ;, qe an. 
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Of the excellency of Prayer declared by orcafion of 
that Prayer, of our B. Lord in the Carden. 


CHAT. 5X 


NFALLIBLY hemuſt needs haue dyed, ynder 

this huge weight of ſorrow, it particular 
torce had not bene ſent him, by the good will 
of God,as the ſorrow of the ſame kind{thouugh 
incomparably of an interiour degrec) hath de- 
priued many others of their lite . Nor are we 
able to diſcerne vitibly by what means this 
{itrength, and ſuccour came imparted to him, 
but only by the viſitation of the Angel]; and 
the feruour and perfeuerance of his Piayer to 
theeternal Father. Now tince our Lord, who a) We 
as God, was the King of glory, did not yet oughtco 
diſdaine, as man, to accept that ſeruice and af- f2rry 


fiſtance from an Angell;much more mul we, $'eat de- 
J uotion & 


reuerence 


come to vs With ſuccour in their hands,atſuch pe1j; of 
times as when wee are in greateſt ſtraites. God, 
Andas for the yſe of prayer, fince it i5an 
elevation of the mind towards God; 6 a trea- 
ty of the ſoule with him ; Since, he admits vs, 
whenſoeucr we apply our {cies to have ai:- 
dience; Since, not only he receaucs vs , if we 
come, buthe [ones vs {o deerſy much asto 'v- 
uite vs, and commaund vys;yea and to be higi- 
ly offended if we refraine; Since he inclynes 
himſelfe to enrich vs, with al beauculy giaces, 
VI Gi 


—— 9 


GT _ 
a _—_— — CO AAA AI be» ain 
== h - o—_ ny 4 
- - __ _ 


Wy % 
FRO. 


v4. OX 


9 4 


' HE OS Wee . + 


4 
- 
3 


K \ 
j 
i 
t 
1 
| 


—— — 
——_—_ 
- 


220 Of the Love of our Lord. 
ot his Apoſtles was gone to betray him: ano- 
ther would thortly deny him; and the rojt 
were Vpon the pomnt torunnetrom him. Mice 
B. Mother vin whom only he might haue ta- 
Ken intiere delight) was'to ſutfer martyrdome 
in her ſoule, which was to be rrun{perced with 
4 ſword of ſorrow . Whitherſocuer he might calt 
his thoughs, in the {carch of ſome little com- 
fort, they were bowed,( as it were) and bea- 
ten backe againe , into his owne fad hart, 
which was becomea whole Sca ot {orrow. 
How would he grieue for all this, vvho grie- 
Tor, wm ved till he wept aganne, and till he was troubled, 
«nd did groane 11 (p11zt, tor the only temporall 
death of Laz2rus. 
All rnefe things I ſay, being yvell con- 
(HItic no lidered , and ducly pondered , 1(f) ceaſe to 
wonder if Mcrualle, thatſuch a general] multer of hell as 
ſach inc. *h1s, had like , euen vyith the only apprehen- 
parable tion therot, to haue extinguithed the pure 
cauſes of lampe of his pretious life . Or yet, that ir colt 
griefe did him ſo much thame, vyith the horrour, to ſee 
$47" of ſuch ayyorld of filth caſt before him (yyhich 
fects,” novy he yvas to take yp, and to make his 
the woun, OVVne) as vyasable to put him into cxpreſle 
dedbart Agony. Or, in fine, that it drevy our that 
of our ſyyeat,andeuen thoyver of bloud, as if it had 
Lo'd le. bene to ſheyy the profound reaſon yvhich e- 
*45, uen all his body had, to bluth therat . Or els 
(according to the deuoute contemplation 0 
holy $. Bernard as if he ſhould haue thed teares 
ouer all his body,fince his ſacred eves alone, 
2d not Th LORA of the fhace tor ſuch a pipes. 
| 0 
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{ 
Of the excellency of Prayer declared by occaſion of | = 
; that Prayer, of our B. Lord in the Carden. 


| NFALLIBLY he mult needs haue dyed, ynder 
. L this huge weight of ſorrow , it particular 


. torce had not bene ſent him, by the good will | 
| of God, as the ſorrow oft the ſame kind(though — 
. incomparably of an interiour degrec) hath de- 
. priued many others of their lite . Nor are we 
able to diſcerne vitibly by what meancs this 


| * ttrength, and ſuccourcame imparted to him, 
put only by the viſitation of the Angell, and 
. the feruour and perfeuerance of his Prayer to 
; theeternal Father. Now fince our Lord, who a) We 
as God, was the King of glory, did not yet oughtto 
dildaine, as man, to accept that ſeruice and af- carry 
fiſtance from an Angell;much more muſt we, $'*** Ge-. 
who are in the next degreeto Nothing, carry — 
great deuotion to thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, who ,, te an. 
come to ys With ſuccour in their hands,atſuch pe1j; of 
times as when wee are in greateſt ſtraites. God, | 
Andas for the yſe of prayer; finceitisan. 
eleuation of the mind towards God; & a trea- 
ty of the ſoule with him; Since, he admits ve, 
 whenſoeuer we apply our ſeiucs ro hane ai:- 
dience; Since, not only ke receaucs vs , if we 
come, buthe lones vs {o deerly much asto 'v- 
uite vs, and commaund ys;yea and to be high- 
| Iyoffended if we refraine; Since he inclynes 
1 himſelfetoentich ys, with al heauculy giaces, 
| : | : "VP Gn 
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223 Of the Loue of our 1 ord, 

ypon the only price, of being defired by ys 
that he will make vs rich ; and that the moxe 
we aske, the more wwe haue; Since he is of ſo 
excellentcondition, as neuer to calt his benc- 
firs into our teeth, which temporall Princes, 
whoare but duſt and athes, otten doe, and yet 
the tauours which they ca afford, are bur trath 
and toyes, andeuen they , are often tymes de- 
nyed; and yet all men are glad to be their ſuy- 
zours ; Since according to the perſons, vvith 
whome we ate accuſtomed to conuerle, vve 
ſucke their qualities into our ſeJues;& thetfore 
by negotiating the buſines ot our foules, with 
that tountaine of Sictity,it 1s not pallible, but 
that we thould improue our ſelues therin; 
Since, howlſoeuer in other things, the Saintes 
of God haue bene of different gult, one excel- 
ling in exteriour penace;another in mortifica- 
tio of himſelte within;one addicting himſelte 
to action:anotherto conteplation;and the reſt, 
& belt, to a lite mixt of both; yer there was ne- 
uer any Saint(ynletlc ſome perhaps, who haue 
bene conuerted and canonized both at once, 
with ſome Martyrs Crowne) who hath not 
bene diliget in the vſe of Prayer. And laſtly & 
chiefely, fince we find it to be recommeded, 


_ 


| both by the Doctrine, & exaple of our Lord 


Iesvs, throughout the whole time of his ho- 
iy lite; & eſpecially now in the garden, whe 
he was to treate of the great affaire of our re- 
demption; And when, aftera ſort, it was put 
coa kind of queſtion, whether he thould lue, 
11 the next day & leaue his life vpo the _ & 

| 
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#nd Sauiour Teſus ChriF. 372 
by the hands of others; or elle ro dye thar 
night, ot the pure gnete ot 115 0W NC diitrclled 
and wounded hart; Since we {ce him, at an 
inſtant, become victorious ouer al the poW ers 
ot earth and heli; And that he who iminediat=- 
Ly bctore, was io deteated; 1mmediatly atter- 
ward, was ſo full of courage, as to lay to his 
Apoltlesin the third vitit which he made the, 
(at euery of which tymes, he tound them jlee- 
ping Riſe yp, and ler ps goe, behold cthe man who # 
at hand to bettay me; Since by this example, 8 
the practiſe ot our bictled Lord, both mencall, 
and vocall prayer are {ct out; yocall in tew 
words, tough thrice repeated; & the mencall 
as being much the more excellent,taking vp a 
taire longer ſpace of tyme ; for when he tell 
into that Agony , it is expretied by the Evan- 


nelicall hiſtory, as hath bene ſaid already)that : 


he pertitted long in Prayer ; Since the Apolt- 
les, who were commaundcd by our Lord 
to waich and pray , leaſt & they myht enter wa 
Temptation, did tor tne prefent, tall a jleep, 
through their negligence in the viz of that ho- 
ty excerciſe, When they thouta haue waked: 
and thortly after , did tortake their Mailter, 
when they thould haue accompanied him ro 
his crofle . Since ihefe things, 1 fay,are fo, and 
not only theſe, buca thoutand more, which 
appeate in tier wo. koh to Wilt of Prayer, 
and much more jt cheir [2o1ts, and liucs who 
vie it much , What Chultizr foule is that, 
Wuich will not apply ir (cite, to tits No14 GE 
happy exe:cils. Wiiteit how loeuerttbea guilt 

of 
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324 Of the Tout of our Loyd, 

ot God , and depends ypon the liberality 
of his holy , hand, yet as he worketh in all 
things {weetly, ſo doth he allo in this parti- 
cular; and he1s pleaſed to yſe ſome men, to- 


O)Itis yardesthe inftruction ot others; the tormer 


neceilary 


"= © B wonP c : 
coun- —Mility;It, b)wil therfore be wholly neceſſary, 


fayie in tor him who vill ſtudy this art of arts, to be- 
the vic of take himle]te ro ſome well experienced guide. 
mentall Though, in regard}, that itisnot ſo much a 
Prayer,of hyfines of the head,as of the hart, the beſt mai- 
= II iter, ynder heauen , will bea pure and yertn- 
A all Oe ous lite . For prayer and practtſe of vertue are 
ay very cucular, & depedant vpon one another. 
And he who prayes deuoutly, will liue yer- 
tuouſly ; and he who procures to lead a yer- 
ruous life , will quickly be able to praye de- 
uoutly. And we fee the effects of his happy 
exerciſe(as hath been ſajd)by whar it wrought 
in the wounded ſoule of our Lord Iesvs; and 
how itrayſed him vp into ſo much ſtrength, 
astoenable him to'goc, and mecere thoſe ene- 
mies of God and him, in the face; whome, not 
Jong before, he beſought his eternall Father, 
that he would auert. | 
Cc) How Wherby yer we mult not ynderſtand, that 
we are to we are authorized to thruſt our ſclues into 
rag imminent and certaine danger of death; whe, 
the flight wirhour any difſeruice to Almighty God, or 
of peite. Aifaduantagerto his cauſe, we may auoyd the 
Cation, ſame. But (c) only that \wvhen our Lord doth 
more os Call vs toit, and when the hower 1s come, 
letle, which he, ur his tgmnall proutdence hath _ 
; Q 


excrciling their charity, and the Jatter their hu- 


| ea aaa 6 =D 


# 


end Sauiony Tefus Chn. 


Croſle, with alacrity. In tormer tymes, the 
malicious jevwes had a mindeto have ap pre- 
hended, << {o to haue precpiated hm aowne 
from a hill ; but he made humſeitc inwible ro 
their eyes ;and the cauſe 1s there alligned , be- 
caule his bower, was not then arriucd. And io he 
could alſo heere, haue, as ealily, made himſejf 
inſenſ{ible to their lands it it had notbene, that 
the ſame hover of his, which was not come 
before, was come now. And with ynſpeakea- 
ble louc, hewas pleaſed, that that other, thould 
be ſaid to beno hower ot his, becauſe it yyas 
not appointed for him to ſuffer in . But this 
'yyas his hovyer, and it vvas allo the hoyver 
of thoſe perfidious Ievves, and of the Prince 
of darkencs, by reaſon of the povver, yyhichs 
then vvas giuen them, ouer Chriſt our Lord. 


The apprehenfion of Christ our Lord , and 4 i«5 
expoſt ulation with the Traytoty fdas, {cr that 
hideous treaſon of hy: rovcather with a deforip- 
3:0n of mortall ſinne, and the dane: which we ars 
put zn19, by all voluntary ven;.t!! funes. 


C HR A P a F 


Ht Trayto:ir iudas, wo made himicife 

the keeper of that clucke , tor tha? tyme; 

had wooue it yp, and tet it io, (by tke men 
vyhome he had pur 1G Y YOLKC , tat it Vvas 
pom ready , euen then, wo firike. For be- 
uould he came vyiitie band of Pagan _ 
ibis) 


2:5 


fixed, weare to encounter , & to imbrace the 
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2326 4 Lowe of our Lord, | 
diers, &a great {yyarme of Ieyyith Officers, 
to apprehend and ſell his Maſtier, ouer, into 
(a) Chriſt the poſleſſion of death. Wholocuer had ſeene 
our LOI, thoje two troopes, encounter one another; 


— might (a) haue beheld a mot lively picture in 


therwo Iiftle,ot the kingdom of God, & of the deuill. 


kingdoms The tormer being lead, by Chriſt our Lord, 
ot God & who marched in the head therof, with his 
the divell. meeke, and innocent, humble, little flocke. 
The latter, guyded by Iudas, with a great mul- 
titude of followers, who were tumultuons, 
wicked, bloudy , enuyous, and hypocryricall 

men. 
But (b) tell me, O thou miſerable creature, 
(b)Amoſt {ince the Sone ot the virgin, rooke but twelue 
wit ex. Apoſtles, outot the whole world, and made 
poltula® choyce of thee for one of them ; what could 


—F. MORE thee to forget fo high 1 benefit?& much 
—_ 44 more what could induce tliee, to con(; pire the 


das. death of fuch a benetactour ? Since he had gi- 

uen thee thechargeot the little teporall mea- 

nes he had; and that, by conſequence, thou 

ma!t needs, be next at hand, bothat the re- 

ceiuing of thoſe Almes, which were afforded 

to our Lord ltsvs; & thole others alſo, which 

he would be cuer unparting to the poore, out 

of his little ſtore; how couldit thou treeze in 

that yce ofthy malice, and enuy, euen then, 

when thou wett (as it were) roſting round, 
betweene thoſe tio burning fires of charity. 

What colour, euen of common ſenſe, 

couldit rhou haue', to ſell that Lord, for thirty 

Matt. 17+ peeces of filuer, to whore thou hadlſt ſeene the 

very 


* and Samour Tefus Chrif, 337 
very Fishes of the Sea pay Tribute? and how a Matt. 17s 
word of his mouth, fed ar ſeucrall rymes fo 

many thouſands of men and women in the 
wildernes. Couldtt thou, being an Apoltle,ſel 

that Lord for thir;y peeces of ſiluer, when thy felfe Watt, 16, 
hadit ſeene fo lately, that the enamoured pce- 

nitent S» Mary Magdalene (who was but news- 

ly conuerted froma lite of tinne) could tind in 

her noble, and render hart, to calt away ( as 

2a man may ſay)threehundred ſuch peeces, as thy Mare, x4: 
thirty were, Vpon a pretious oyniment, wher- 

with to honor the head of our blefl:d I od, 

asit were, in the way of a complemcn:: Since 

thou hadit tound by dayly experience, that 

he knew the choughrs both ot his fitends, and 

them, who would needs become his foes; 
what phrenſey was that, which could make 
thee thinke,that thou wert ab[= to oucrreach 
him , by the diſguyte of a treacherous kiile, 
wherby thou didtt, as bad, as call him foole, 
into the bargaine? And tince thou hadit feene, 
that his bod y was not obnoxious to the obli= 
gations of othe; bodies, but that the windes 
and ſeas obeyed him ; and that he could walke 
ypon the waters, and become inuitible when 
he would ; what ftupidicy .betides rhe impie=- 
ty) was thatin thee, to bid tne be carefull to 
hold him faſt, and lead him ſafe; wherby thou 
didſt infinuate, that he was but a kind of Iu- 

ler, or Impoſtour, who would worke him= 
elfe out of their tingars, by ſome tricke or 0- 
ther, of Legier-de-main? 
Hadſt not thou feene the wo:il; of 

Y Aſtirge 
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go » Ka great {vyarme of Iey yith Officers, 
toapprehend and ſell his Maſticr, ouer, into 
(a) Chriſt the polleſſion of death. Wholocuer had ſcene 
our Lord, thoſe two troopes, encounter one another; 
and IuJas might (a) haue beheld a moſt lively picture in 
didicade ,. | | ol ans 
therwo Iittle,ot the kingdom of God, & ot the deuill. 
kingdoms Ihe tormer being lead, by Chritt our Lord, 
ot God & who marched in the head therof, with his 
the diuell. mecke, and mnocent, humble, little locke. 
The latter, guyded by ludas, with a g:icat mul - 
titude of tollowers, who were tumultuorns, 
wicked, bloudy , enuyous, and hypocryticall 
men. 

But (b) tell me, O thou miſerable creature, 
(b)Amoſt ſince the Sone ot the virgin, rooke but rwelue 
uſt ex- Apoltles, out ot the whoic world, and mad? 
poitula* choyce of thee tor one of them ; what could 
41, pol ' moue thee to forget fo high a benetit?& much 
wa "i more what could induce thee, io conſpire the 
das. death offuch a benetactour ? Since he had gi- 
uen thee thechargeot the little teporall mea- 
nes he had; and that, by conſequence, thou 
malt needs, be next at hand, bothat the re- 
ceiuing of thoſe Almes, which were afforded 
to our Lord Itsvs; & thole others alſo, which 
he would be euer imparting to the poore, out 
ot his little ſtore; how couldit thou freeze in 
that yce ot thy malice, and enuy, euen then, 
When thou wett (as it were) rolting round, 

berweene thoſe two burning fires of charity. 
What colour, eucn of common ſenſe, 
couldit thou haue', to {ell that Lord, for chivep 
Matt. 17: peeces of flue, to Whom thou hadlt ſecne the 
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very Fishes of the Sex pay Tribute? and bevel M17. 17. 
word of his mouth, ted ar {eucrall tymes to 
many thoulands of men and women im the 
wildernes. Couldit thou, be:ng an Apoltle,fcl 
that Lo:d for th?r. »peeces of [iluecr, wv hen thy ielts 
| hadit ſcene lo late} v, that the enamoned pC- 
nitent S» MAry M.gdalene ho was but ncvw- 
ly conuertcd ftiomalite of tine could tind in 
her noble, and tender hart, to cait away as 
a man may lay )threehundied fuch pecces, as thy Mare, 16: 
thirty Were, VPON a piCtionN OVNUNent, vv Fete 
with to honor the head of our blet]-! 1 © d, 
aSit werc,in the Way ot a complemcn:. Since 
thou hadit tound by daviy experience, that 
he knew the though both ot his f:tends, and 
them, who would needs become hi+ tocs; 
what phrenicy was that, which could make 
thee thinke,that thou wert abl- to ouctrcach 
him , by the diſvtiyte of 2 treack:crou> kille, 
wherby thou didtt, as bad as call him toe, 
into the bargaine? And ttace thouhkadit fcene, 
that his bod y was no: obnoxious tothe oblte 
eations of othe; bodies, bit that the windes 
andſeasobcyci him ; and that lie could walxe 
Ypon the waters, anu b-come inultible when 
he would ; what ftupuly Detides rhe impie* 
ty) was thatin thee, to bid {lem be carcfull to 
holdhimftalt, and lead hin ſafe; whe: by thou 
| didſt intinuace , that he was but a kind of Iu- 
gler, or Impoitour, who would w orle lime | 
ſelfe out of their hngars, by ſoine iricke or 0- 
ther, of Legier-de-main? 

Hadi not thou teene the wo tf oY 
| * A {1+ 2 
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2328 Of the Lowe of oxy Lord, 
Miracles which he had wrought? He who 
had reltored eycs to the blind, could not he 
haue bidden thyne eyes ſee no more? He 
who had made Paraliiques {tvre, and goe, 
could nothe haue made all thy boncs and 11- 
newes wither in thy skin? He who, only, 
with a Laz.ru vent foras , had tetcht that dead 
man out ot his graue; had not he bene able 
with the burning breath of his mouth ro haue 
ſpit thy kiffe, into thy throate , and at the 1n- 
{tanto have deprived thee of life * But tell me 
3etagaine, O thou Monſter, and imtamy Ts 
mankind, could thoſe accuricd teeic of thine, 
lead thee on, to fuch a miichicte , which cuen 
bur that very night, had bene wy atht & wiped 
by thoſe hands of mercy ? Could thy tongue 
become the forge of fo much ticachiery, a» to 
faiute him with Havle Naitter, when thy er- 
rand was nothing cl» but to betray him? could 
thatmouth imploy it ſelte 1n deliwering him 
ypro death, by animating thoſe wretched ::- 
againit hin (who yet needed no incourzge- 
ment of thine) which tor divers yeares hat 
bene dayly ted , both at his table, and from b»- 
tencher? P 
It thy killes were ſo cruell, what vvere :-- 
vyound:; or rather vyhat wound yyascurt (© 
mortal}, as thy trayterous kifſe? And althouch 
= ics probate con'cicce did not ſtriko 
2 tpi Fello\ v- apoſtles, beate thee 
_ \WilIh.Mme,Vyhovyvee {o many VV! - 
Nec unkihee ot all thoſe benetits whict! 
tho!: 
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thou hadit receiued; & that eucn then,fo Jlatc- 
ly, at the 1ands of luch ameele and mercitull 
Lord? And hadit thou no budy to{el] tim to, 
bur thoſe very men of the Wh le word, who 
did hate lum moit? And was ui poli bletor thy 
T vgars hart, notiorcjenar lealt, When theu 
camelt to behould iltlatlioly peiton of i x11 d 
though now he were no 10:0 ableto wo:ke 
ypon thee, a> an obicet ot love, vet Was it 
po!l;ble, that thou tho.ideit no: be wiought 
Vpol by him, he wav gion neto bc 2n Ob= 
zect ot compalſion f For thou couluit not out 
di{cerne, a great Change 1 hy diuuie COuNnte= 
nance, to\v aid; palcnes, and weaknes, vace 
thou hadit feenc him att before, throvgh the 
Agony which he had ſuitey ned, and the twea 
ot bloud which he had powied torth in the 
Gaiden? 

At leaſt, wert thou able to receaue the 
ſound ot tiiat ccletttallvoyes into thine eatcs, 
which | betides the ſacred tune Hd expretie 
that ſweet, and charm ng airy, Aaice url au'd Myrc. 1f- 
rerntt, oft lo fit vm homing (rcdes? My fricnd conſi- Luc, arc 
der WHINAE NILS 44941 WIL) Byii comes! canth thew j7:4 
28 ty hart cover) the ſornte! the bar 81, Ch - 
& ſje? And vas not cuyn this of OW er,00 Nil.4e 
thee,at length retract the tcalorr, Wick Now 
hadſtcontnued?tiauit thou mor: ths a Legis 
| .__ of deuill; inthee which at the h1c21 ng of hi; 
Voyce wouid not Teaue theo tree tent or other 
me we rcac, that hedi(poitctled the. of winole 
Legions all at once. by tie only word of 1, 
Gorgd moun. Ar leatt, it hog were ho £5 
+ | * Te 
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medy, but thou wouldit needs comit that vaſt 
fiane, it might have ſerucd thy rwne to hauc 
ber ae! 1am by a deputy;or i thou mult needs 
Elm tg ' 1 might yet have beenetro a tar 
t. But to do it, b6th'in thing 0wne perton, ox | 
tat lor ery liccieat had, as boti to i] cake to [ 
him, X to heate him, & to enbulome thy tcite 
by a kule , aud ſo bettay himgwas tuch a high 
1t:2in0 ot wickednes, tha: we need no letic 
zntheatluance itclicot Goils holy Spuit, 
tinakevs beie211e that it thould be truc. 

O'c mortall flange, which art built mortal, 
& 1mmo:tall,im ttlat thou puttelt thc joule to 
Gerath, but adecath witch yet know + nothow 
td, What ruyne dott thou org to the 
Ian of man, Wiierin thou raiyncli/ hat Pcr- 
ct muacies dofſt thou works there, in rcuer- 
{il of rhoute others, which are wiought by 
CGiialn ? Fora Grace tluminates, av it intla- 


mis, a$S nt inituct. aviteniches, as cxalts 
7 achohte, ay Nt vnites; nuit fo dott thou 
ty cke vp, aud freeze, and deccaue, and umn- 
pucrith, and avale, and at!lit, and di{lip ate 
tne whole ſoule of man , Into many fſeuerall 
WV, ae. 241d all at once. |] hou doſt NOt onely 
oY" HET, WW wha implyes a painctull tolling. 


{ RESIITITY tO anothe!,; but WW ithall, tho 
E4 Ee * Jie bY it1 [LMNge MMuentions within 
Y 4 TIA 7 UC [1c and dwell in i 
. ir proper {phere, and cen- 
1 {7% rhie1 | tt, þ 1 well knowne 
S564” - 44.41} are beund to hate thee 
To? | + aft gt molter Wiuch did rake 


that 
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that (d) man, and by the du!t ot Paſhon thou /1)The 
did(t tirit put our his eyes. F he Pathion ot co- vobap py 
uetouſnes, by occation that he kepr the pulſe, Iuvas, 
and the Pajhion of Pride and FEnuy, becaule he 
| found, that fome were fauoued more thinks. 
| And when thon hadlt made lim «© Bind, (e) How 
thou dieft alfo make him Mad. He nit belec- finners 
umg impothible, and Incompatib YIT tings to or nut 
bc molt. rTruc; and acting attern ard in contor - WE 
micty of that beliet te {ome 0! gs og <,a1It thicy Dies 4, but 
had bene 1ult , which were etern. ly to hauc 
bene abhorred. 
Now as Indas was once an Apoſtic,and 
highly in the ftauour and grace of God , {o 1t 13 
morally impoſiible, thac he thould fall 1N'0 
ſuci extremes vpon 2 ſtuiden . Nemo repent fit 
malus, and much leflepeprmus, clpecially trum 
altace of juch emineucy as tliat. Nor could the 
deull be fo voyd ot wit, as to offer, at a clap, 
to perſwade an Apoſtle, be tray and {ell lus 
Mutter, and ſuch a Mailter, and tor {fuch a try- 
tic. No, thisis ſeldome , or ncuer attempted, 
oO: 1tit be, ir 15 nor won: to take eficet. [nt al- 
Iibly he began ith him avwe vie tolay at 
ſmall game; and he /e) wonld tirft aduile him (e) The 
to neglect ſome knowne inſpiration ot God; !l-ps 
and then ro omit the exerciling Of fome ver- | wherby 
tue; and ajter that, togiue way to lome Inte "Y 
| inordinate affection; and then voluntaiily 19 ky 
comir ſome light veniall ti; and ſo by hs in -144l from 
ratitude, hauing diſublipe; | the mercy of Geo tne twp 
from giuing, him particular {uccour, 21d him- to the vot- 


lelte growing dayly more weake.1d co! fo- "PEOY 
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Of the Toue of otty Lord, 
quently the deuwll more ſtronge . he fell Into 
mortall tinnes, and at laſt, he came, by theſe 
inſenlib.e degrees, into ſuch an Abiſle of im- 
ety , as It was for [1m to {e}l, and betray lus 
0 heryt maliter. 
Eccleſ. 3; He cherfore ho lones danzer, shall be ſure ta 
pertsb 31 at, & he who makes humſclle deate 0 
diuine infpirations, and makes no dithculty 
toreſolue ypon commuting certaine yenlall 
finnes; will not pollibly be avle ro continue 
long, trom ſuch as are mortall . Aman who 
thoores in a weake bo'v,atalong marke, mult 
ouer-lay ; or els he will be ſure to tall thorr. 
Now tiere 15 not any longer way, thentrom 
the finfull hart of man, to ſanctity ot life;nor 
is there any weaker bow, then the powers of 
our minde, which ate fo atilitcd, by ſo many 
{pirituall wounds. And ifany man will re- 
ſolue, and hope, by the grace of God, neuerto 
commit any mortal] finne, let him ouetlay ſo 
much, asto be caictull not tro commit any ve- 
niail; © ſo, andonly fo, he may perhaps keep 
his {oule, {om the guilt of any, which 1s mor- 
tall. 
But ſuci, 11 lwlas, was the worke of finne 
and ſuch was the treachery which he commit- 
f) The ted. Yet out Lord lESvs, was (til holding ON 
invincible h1s lpeedy PACC, MN the way of louc . For Ft) In 
patience, the [tiengthrtherof, It was, that he did not {o 
& meck- MUC asturne his mouth atide, ti om receming 
nes of that pill ofdeath, f-G thar A »othecary of hell. 
opr Lord But rather he &;d behold {1 wrerch, with 2 
Telus. countenance colnpounded of mcck<1es to af- 


{wage 
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ſwage his cruclty) and ot nutery,to extinguith 
his cnuy. And becauſc that countenance was 
not ot torce invugh to worke withhum, le 
ſpake to him as hath benc laid, and he had care 
euch then, toſaue his honour; andhecalied 
him kriend. Withing hum fit to Jooke wn y- 
pon himlelte, and to reflect ypon the thing, 
Which he was come to do, by {aying a+ I lawe 
ſhewed 4d quid remit; and when that would 
not ſctue, he aduijed hun by faving tuther, 
Oſculo filuum hominus tr.cduy? ) to looke vpon his 
perlois, he being the Sowne of the 011.241, and t9 
conlider whether mn were tit to betiay the 
Sonne of ſuch a mother, and that by a kille. 

And howlſocuer the haidnes ot that T y- 
ears hart were foreſeene trom all eternity by 
the eye ot God, yet the ſame eye ad alio lee 
that it would be hard through his one tault, 
whether God( inettet) would or no. And 
alchough'g)he deſerued to be wholy abando- (8) There 
ned tor his tormer wickednes, yet cuen then, was mer- 
and afterward, it ſuthciency of grace would & tiiltor 
haue ſerued the turne, it was certainly offred _—_ " 
and prefſed vpon him by ou: Loid Irs ys; but qua. 
he would none. How willingly our bleſſed ,euu gy. 
Lord would haue {aued cuen that wreichied 
ſoule, and not only haue giuen him ſutticient, 
but efficacious prace; may alſo appearc inthe 
ſermon which he made after the laſt ſupper, 
where he faith ; That hehad cit , but onely tht loan. 17, 
child of perdution, that the Scriptures concerning him, 
ne2hs be fulfilled . Asifhe could not hane endu- 


red it, Without much griefe of har:, but onely 
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Of the Lowe of our Lord, L 
8 the accomplithment of that, - which his 
eternall Father was pleaſed to permit, who 
foreſavy hovy vvicked that man vvould be. 


©f 04 Lords great lowe to vs, m permit:ang that fall 
of Iudas: and of that vnſpeakeable mercy which 
be shaved ocherwiſe , inthe m Yſtery of bzs 
afprenenſon. 


CHAP. | $9- 


V T novy as God can drayy good out of 

euill, ſo doth Chrilt our Lord, aboun- 

dantly exprefle his mercy and charity, to man- 

Kind, by this at of Tultice vpon Iudas, in lea- 

uing himto himſelfe. For vyho is he, that vvil 

any longer preſume ypon his ovvne ſtrength? 

Our Lord hath ſet many burning beacons be=- 

fore vs, but eſpecial y two, that we may knows 

and fly the danger, vyhich threatneth vs, on 

all fides. Out of the old Teſtament (belides 

many others) yve haue the example of Salo- 

mon, (aja Typcof Chrilt our Lord, Apenne of 

fa) Salo- fheboly Ghost, Aman to vrhome God had ſaid, 
mon, ASke, & haue, The vviſeit and the yyorthieſt 
E King of the vyhole vyorld, and withall, a 
Prophet. And yet this Cedar of Libanus, 
VYhich might ſeeme to haue hene made of in- 
corruptible yvood ; vyas ſo virought into at 
the roote, by the vyormecof luſt, that doyvne 
It tell, and the fall was great. For he precipita- 
ted hisfoule rovyorſhip (in the place, of the 
God of himlelie, and ofhis Fathers) as many 
Idolls,as the tumours of his cocubines would 


lead 
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lead him to ; and it is more then we know, if 
eucr he roſe avaine by pennance. 

And hcere we hauenn the new Teſita- 
mentan b Apoitle;one of the tweluc,w hom, 
God had clectcd out of the whole world, to 
bc his & mbatladourcone who had liued necre 
thr2e yeares, in the 11ght, aud traſt of that toun- 
taine of ſanctity, Chit our Lord; and of that 
{ſtream of purity & charity, his all- immaculate 
mother, whom all generations 5hall call bleped. One 


who had wrought miracles,and exercafed do- ja 


minion ouer the Princes of darknes, by com- 
maunding them to depart out of pollefled 
erſons; One betore whome, the King ot glo- 
ry had knecled downe to wath his tcatc ;, one 
who had bene fed with the body of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, which: he pave with Iis owne fa- 
@Gred hands. This man, this Monſter (to thew 
vyhat a monſtrous thing every [ming man is 
ſure to be, atthe jnitant that he defurues to be 
forſaken by the omniporct mercy of our Lord 
God made ſuch hatt to ne}]. as that he tujfered 
not his eyes to ſleepe, nor his eye Jie rofſum- 
ber, till (hating entred into a part with thoſe 
perhdious levves) for thirty pecces of 11uer he 
put himſelfe vpon betraying, and by a kille, 
this Lord of life, into the hands of death. 
This Lord, c\gaue vvay tothis ineſtimable 


off.nce againſt himſelf, that it might be a prear oi Sand 
and loyvd yyarning Peece of mecknes, tor as 4, in 
much as he youchſated toluffer;, & of hunulicy the 

& feare, for as much as Iudas preſumed to do. lufſe of 
Tothe end that no priuledge of favour, or Tudas, 
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246 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
polleſſis of prelcnt vertue, might make any 
man icly vpo as ovvne iticngih, which is al 
but vyeakenes. But that , adhering to God by 
faich, hope, x loue, we might worke our ſaluuty 
with 4 ſilzall ſeare,F 4 treviump wy. For the whole 
race of mankind, was nothing at all in the | 
way of nature, and to nothing it would in- 
ſantly all recurne, if it vyere not conſcrued by 
the omnipotency of God, as by a kind of con- 
tinuall neyy creation. And, in the way of 
racc,Vve are allleſle then nothing , and the 
holyelt ſoule yyhich cuer yvas, might inttant= 
Ly plunge it ſelfe in ftinne, 1t it vvcre abando=- 
ned by Gods grace. 
It then we haue our being , both in the 
Rate ot nature, an1 of grace, by the particular 
fatour of our Lord God; it tollovyyes, that the 
more graces hegiues, and the more fauours he | 
ſhevves to a loule, ſo much the more, muſt it 
be ſubiec to lum. And they are to ſerue,, but 
as ſo many bills of debts, yyherby ir is bound 
to find hovy baſe and beggatily athing it is of 
it ſelfe; and conſequently hovy protound] 
humble, and gratefull, it muſt be to our Led 
We are to gk gre 
Cc vyho only knevy hovv to enrich it. For our 
the me» Lordisagreat God, andyye are yycake, yn- 
mory of vvorthy thinges, yyho can giue him nothing 
Gods fa by yyay of retribution; but only a continu- 
gosrs, & all, & Faithfull, and humble acknovvledg= 
of our ment, thatvye are (d) nothing vyorth. And 
EYnc. as, through his infinite goodnes, vve may call 
Lones : af . 
s to mind enen our oreateſt ſinnes yvith much 
comfort, vyhen once vvehaus dong true pe» 
nance 


2. Cor. 7. 
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«1nd Saniour Teſws Chrif?. 245 
Hance, for them, {0 erOouad [11\ infinite F1Cat- 
nes the ſoule which 1ccerunth tauours, and yi- 
fications of him, in particular manner; muſt 
thinke of them with gicat apprchention and 
ſcare, vnlelle they be ntertayned with much 
| humility, and 1umproucd by Prayer, and other 
 indultry. 
The gricfe which our Lord Iegsvs had, 
foreuery lingle tinne of the whole world was 
excelliely great as we haue ſhewed. How ex. 
cel{1ue thertore mult it needs haue been. to ſee 
this hideous finne of this Apottle? And by the 
meature of his giete, we may find the meaſure 
ot his tormer loue;tor loue it was Winch made 
him grieue. The thing which might comfort 
him 31n that atHiction, was to TT hatan 
mnmmerable number of {oules, would take | 
> warningby this finne of 11d&. Asſoone there 
fore a« tha: treacherous kitie was giuen, and 
that our Lords facted words and in{prrations 
were contemned, by that miuterable creature; 
our ora ltsvs, went on, towailds the t:00PpEey 
enquiring whome they ſought. And when they 
| toldhimthatir was [esv+ of Nazarcch , he in- jag, 1g; 
ſtant]; anſwered, that he wa the mn. (c) The 
But as, on the one fide, they ſaw him Maieſty 
a man, ſoon the other, he then gaue himſcite, of our 
Gods ttueſt e) Name, of Fgo ſum, 1 am, though Lord le- 
they vnderſtood it not. But he thountit good ſus , eucn 
toletthem ſee, that he had ſome latin hime Shen he 
ſeltz of the God . And {vo 1el0:wing to try all —_ g- 
Imaginable wayes lor the mollitying of their (eq 
Marbic hats; avd perccauing that the mildnes rriſccable 
\\ hack! 
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248 Of the Tour of our Tord, 
which he had vſed with Indas, fucceeded not; 
he gaue ſuch a Maieſty to thoſe rwo words as 
ſcrucd to calt them to the ground. We may 
imagine heerby with what rerrour he wil ap- 
pearc, when he comcs as Iudge, who, in his ve- 
ry Paſſion, wherin he meant but only to tut- 
fer , could ſodeclare his power. We may al{o 
well perceaue heerby, that they were It; an- 
gely contirmedin malice, fince a miracle of 
that nature, being wrought vpon the per- 
ſons of themſelues had no meanes to make the 
riſe to pennance. But they roſe, by the permil- 
fion of God, to continue in their finne; and to 
aske our Lord the ſame queſtio a ſecond time; 
anda ſecond tyme to receauean Anſwere, to 
Rakes the ſame effect . Our Lord if; adding turther, 
nocare of ÞY Way of commaundement, that they thould 
himſelfe, ſuffer his Apoſtles to retire themſelues, what- 
but much ſocuer they might have a mind ro doe with 

of bis A. him. 

poltles, And it ſeemes to haue bene impoſſible 
Ibide forthat diuine Lord, to haue caſt his thought 
vpon any creature, to whome he mult not be 
ſhewing mercy . For when $. Peter, (in dete- 
Ration that they ſhould preſume to lay hands 
Joar, 3, Vpon his Mailter) had picked out one of the 
buſieſt of them, and had cut of his right earc; 
our Lord was ſo willing to ſuffer, asto miſlike 
the impedimer, which his diſciple was about 
to glue . Andby atouch of Malchw eare, with 
his omnipotent hand , he cured that enemy, 
whocameto lead himto the Paſſion; hauing 
repreſled his friend, ywho went about to hin- 
| 6! 


ef) Our 
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and Samiour Teſus Chniit, 249 
derit. Andeuen as they were binding him, he 
| made no reliſtance at all ; he reproached them 
nor by declating ther ftnnes, he vpbraued 
| _notthe muacles whiloaboundantly he lad 
| wrought vpon t them, or thier: he framed no 


« 


| Quarcell agaunit them, but only this action of . 
vnkindnes; That be baumo tinplored bh mjclle jo Luc. un. 

Mu), VDU miſtructing . 4nd aching them , to their 

good (111g mm the 1 emple they ould new come forth 

a0 int romuath (ir onds; and Clubbes, as they would 

b.tue done ag.uonſt (vane i; viet Cf Vloud) P's As it 

he tad {aid IJ jou come nidced , ly ſeine the :rue 

Redvemer and Saurmur of your jos, you 5A jird, 

tc Cur COMM or!, that lam le . Buta! yeul-obe for 
ſome I'rayiour , or (eatticus enr.cmy 0) God 41d many 

yorrr lenll us ul Layd. i hough yet, for the vlory of God, | 
for the exerciſe of all verine,, and for the 1ecouery of i 
tie world from hell, and [inne, | am conten: 0 be mi- 
| ſtaren for (1. 4 one. Yetnothing could indiice 
tlicm to:c|cnt. os as the mnt IS With 

men,Wiho when they are dotf crately iclulucd 
to doe a thing Winch ticir contcience relicth 

them, that reaſon 1ecores them to totbeares 


the greater the force © tht icaton Is, Which 1s 
preſt againitthem, ic more conatly ae they 
inflamed, & enen blu oy yy 1 1202 w worke (8) What 
their will. : ſoeuer in- 
As foone therioe a they had: 1Ppre- IE 
| heded & bound him, 1 oy far cicater cruelty TS y 


ten any Sy Hart rr nowes how to ima- yas revs- 
fiNC; 1t CANNOT be cot hs tatrhey would ged by 

dragge him » INOTCE {1Ke A ONge > then a man. tem YpO 
Not{g)that he weu: v111 illinely.! Mut hecauſe ont Low, 
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>0 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
the preſſe muſt needs be great; and they were 
alſo , in bloud, againſt him; and would al!, 
ſo de{ire to be the executioners of ſome parti- 
cular ailliction , and affront ypon him, that 
they could not but hinder one another. And 
then, if any of them were 1ultJed, it any chan- 
ced to [tiible, ortall; ypon whom would they 
revenge themſelue ,but =? him, who with 
aricace ( which was indeed diuine) permit- 
ted himlelte to be carried, in that painctull 
journey 10 the howſe of Annes, vinder that 
cruell cudody , which the accuſed 1udas had 
aduiſed them to keep him 10. 


Of the blow which was giuen vpon the face of our B. 
Lord in the high Pitefts bow{e;, of the fall of S. 
Peter . How our Lord 1ras taxed firit of Blaſphe- 
17; and of the exceſiiue Loue of our Lord, an dil 
theſe particulars. 


CH AP. 60. 


HALL I need to ſay, tatit ſhewed an 
infinite kind of louein our I.ord, that he 
yvould youchlate to be pretented betore An- 
ns, and then betore Cyphas, at their fenucrall 


Matt. $6, hovvles , and betore all that race of pertidious 


Luc. TTo 


leyves, vvho the, very the, co{pired his death? 


Joan. 18. Thathe, being the fountaine of vviſedom & 


knovyledge, andthe King of glory, yvould 
for our ſakes, be arraigned, and be contented 
to palle ynder the centure of thoſe flaues of the 
dell, vyho yyas his {laue. A nd he 1 th-ir 
Proiecuting vf that ſuite againit hum, to main- 
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tainc that 1 INUNiNnclDic Patience, aid protund 

filencs , not) Vithilaniing ail theu clamours; 

and {0 ieldome to tiatic opened lat bletied 

mou:h ot It 4 ile 1eterred liumielte that t:1t 
tyime, hen he vias exammed about hit Do- 

Etrine, tte mudgmentot themiclues, vviie loan. ts. 
ha heard him _ " tic 1cmple. And 
vvhen, tor fat ing but fo, {on the vyay of an- 

yvere to the hb gb Prize 2 bat batous vyrerch, 
vyhovVYas attcn: ing! hn that Court, & kneyy led, 
that he ſhould plate bs betrers by it, ftroocke 

that iace, vV1:iz 1; c Geng -ethand, vylich the 
Ange!}s doe to reuers, nd retoyee tc fee. he 

fd 1. damae him, nor {ir;ke him dead, © P86. 
wil yetmmoſeatly & niottiuiily hemight 

hare dont norto much: a a» tharpe. y reduke, or 

reprehend (im forit, though ity vere folevyd 


an ras As 1 ener Vyyntto be pu! Ypon 


any iam the yvieyy of ft Rice. But he a:ked 

him onty, vvith great mecknes, why be itrooke 

m1, we izad (pe- en well - "pats ij he had [p.ken ul [-id. 

why «rd cor euiforme the Court acainſt bm * By 

CV /itch kind ( t plea, our I. ad; though he 

vyerc the Creatd ir of al thþ 19198, 01d not al- 

{ume to hin! the leaft aduantage abous 

the vyrciedtit. and baſelt thing a alive. That 

'o by ſuffering. he might thevy hovy much 

he loned vs. Hor the more he {utfferea . the 

more ich the Church vyas to be of merits, oC 

fo the more copane on7 Redenpiim. : 
Whit tinode con vec 2ing.in the P/a'r3:120, 
, ” = 


hou: of Cayphas. 5. 1:1, who ar the ap- 
prehenſfion of « "brit AJAL Loo, VyYas fied a- 
VYay, 
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252 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
Our VVay- yyith the other Apoltles (for (a) our 
(a) : = " Lord Itsvs yvas content to be yyholly aban- 
_ :n doned, eugn by his deareſt triends, that it 
care to Mm ght ſerne tor ourcomrort, vyhen vvcare 
giue vs fortaken by ours) could tind no reſting place 
comfort. for his thoughts, till together vyith S. lobn, he 
came after our Lord, to the hovyle of Cuyphas. 
Bur (vyhether it yvere, that his countenance 
complayned of ſome perplexity , or that the 
manner of his {peach , or habit, made it be 
thought, that he vyasa Diſciple of Chriſt our 
Lond ) he vyas queſtioned by diuers , and he 
denied his Mailtcrtothem all, and faid vvith 
Marc, 14, 9athesand proteſtations,th.zt be dd not ſo much 
4 know the man. 5 
A greatoffence in itſelf,& a juſt punithmet 
of aformer fault, which he had ode in preſu- 
ming ypon his ovyne ſtrength . For that vn-- 
ſpeakeablelloue yvhich he bare to our bleſſed 
Lord (vvhich vyas not only, as of atriend to a 
fried, or as of a Diſciple to his DoCtour, but of 
any indulget father, who might halfe doate v- 
pon a Sonne )did ſeeme noyv to him, to beſo 
conaturalto his very (oule,as that he thought, 
he could not looſe it,but vvith his life. Wheias 
In very deed, it vvas the meere guitt of God, 
andforſuch he oughtto haue acknoyvledged 
; and {o,diftruſting himſelte. he thould haue 
confided in our Lord. It yyas therfore plea- 
{ing to our deere Redeemerzto permit that de- 
nyall, out of intinite loue both to S. Peter, and 
to vs; though it could not but goe,the vyhile, 
yery deeply to his oyvne tender hart; that S. 
Peter 


and Sauiony Teſus Chrift. 
Peter who was not only one of his triends, but 

ot his tauouritics, ſhould tortweare,that he did 

notlo much as know him. 

He{b) louedS. Peer, in ſuffering him (Om 
thus to tall, tor therby he taught him, how to Ps 
ſtand more fim<ly atterward, witch is neuer $ perer 
to be done by any toule, but vpon the ground eu-nin 
ot humility. He loued himalfo molt deerly, luft:ring 
in making him uſe againe ſo ſoone, both by hum, thus 
the thew ot his corporall preſence, to the o- #9 toll. 
thers eyes of fieth and bloud, and by rhe {weet ms 
pure light of his grace , which was unparted 
ro the eyes of his foule . And that light had (o 
muci1 heat alſo with it, as to draw vp the va- 
pours which po wred themſelues down atcer- 
ward, at tull (peed,through hiscloudy ey es. 

Our Lord be euc: blctled, tor his owne 
infinite goodnes, who, in the butereſt of 
thoſe ſorrowes, thewed {uch mercy, and had 
ſuch memory, both of him, and vs. For thus 
the world is filled with Sea-markes, which 
inſtruc ys kow to laile through the I empeit 
of this life, towards the fate port of heauen. 

That when we patle by a Iu4as, we may take 
heed of auarice , and enuy, becaule it ends 2n 
deſperation. And when we patlje by a S. Peter, 
we may torbeare to tail vpon lelte conceipr, 
Which will put vs vpon many linacs , and 
which afterward will colt, and can be only 
cured by penance. It was alſo an act of excel\- 
five charity in Chriſt our Lord, to let him 
feed ypon the experience of his ownetrailty; 
thatſo, hauing a reſoJution to make him the 

7 {upreme 
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Of the Loxe of our Lord, 
ſupreme Paltour of his C burch, and to giue 
Hats. 26: him the keyes of pardoning , and reteynmg ſunes , he 

might ealily pitty otuer> , fince he had fallen 
inio ſo deepea pit himſelte , and all othersal- 
ſo, might be kept very farre, from preſuming 
to contidein their ovwne vertue, ſince eucn $. 
Peter Was not able to f{ecure himſelte trom 
growing worle. 
(OA de- But as for thoſe (c) wicked people, 
mo who in the hatred they haue to the Catholike 
Fomihe Church, would impute to the head therof, 
reproach that in this denyall ot his, he had lolt his faith; 
which ſe- they arc not ſo much as to be heard. For the 
Earies holy Scripture inlinuates no ſuch things, but 
would the very contrary;fince Chriſt our Lord him- 
lay vpnn ſelfe declared how, be had prayed already to bis e- 
-=- oN ternall Father , that S. Peters fauh nnght nener faile, 
» Atig. and MOreouer, the voyce ot reaſon , and the 
decorrep, Itreame of all the holy * Fathers, doth con- 
&gra.c, demne that erzour . And we ſee how ſoone 
8. he recurned to bitter penance for his tault. And 


# 
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Chryſ. it was farre fromthe loue of our Lord, to ſut- 
_ - fer, that this moſt excellent Apoſtle, ſhould 


* fall out-right into infidelity, who had neuer 
_ £ offended him betore , but 4 ally, andonly 
#+. Lucey Out ot too tree a hart. Nor euen now, but by 
& az the meecre nuſtaking ot the contines of Grace 
peſsims and nature, which were not ſo well ſet out, 

ullatterward , by the comming of the holy 
Gholt. 

And of this we are certaine, that be- 
fore , he had loued our Lord moſt vnſ peaka- 
bly tenderly; and at a clap hg bad left all the 

| wolld 
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world {1 tor hin ,; and had catt himfelfe 1119 (:) Fatt. 


apprel.caiion o! out Loid , he had dane 
his 3 pooic, tingle {word in his detence, 2- 
anitio many huindiedsot Armed nich, aid 
he had woudet on: o! ihe hoa cit of thietis 
It \V as» 1NO.2NN DU. CRT £ HEeyCy! þ\ Ui ( 11 Of 
louc to Ou Lord (LN ic4id *( HE 0147 , NV HGH 
could carry Naim, 10 431.acity), Ino{0. a7; a:at 
danger, a+ it Hut 08 304 lum to pur hiuntecite 
in the high Packs hovie, whenhe was but 
then new lv C0312, 1 om \ «Cult ding 1s teruat 
Mak bus. Atrd though tit fume of deny ING OUT 
Loid LESS, WC/Ca YE) \ OC ();}IE yt all the 
deuilis ut hej!, cannot make 1tmore, then 
of mere fiailey;and his pennance tor it, began 
almo.cat the yery infant, when it Was con- 
mi ted, and that continned ti}! the Jatt mo- 
men: of 1+ lite. At whicutyme, he gauc, 1n- 
ſteed ot tra: es, his bioud vron a Crofie, av our 
Lord hau done tor nimble with br head tw 
ned down2ward though lamilicy. And the 
holy Scttpture thew eih, how our Lotd appea- 
red 0 1i.m alone, atter lis Refurrectio nA ye 
heare nor tat tie once ivou co) fiim. ie7 wat 
forme: tne. Ani before hy Aeon, VVE 
are very ſure tince the hol, Gott it ielte hath 
ſaid ſo\ that, our [od making 5. Pcter decla» 
rethe loue whiicl he bare him, at three {cue- 
rall tymes, betore the Apoitics, he gaue hum 
the charge both; of them, and all the zelt, who 
Would be either lies or aheepe of hy flocke, 
" Nov Linge our Loid himigite\ vvho 
| Z 3 Y Y 28 
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256 Of the Loue of ourLord, 

\ vas offended , and vyho belt can tell , hovy 
dcepely) did ſo {yveetly and ſo magnihicently 
forgiue, and torget S. Peters linne, it1s buta 
{ligne of a cankered and malicious minde : 
to be cxagerating the ſame ypon al occalions. 
And letihem , yyho are {b 1n{olent in taxing 


this Prince ot the Apoltles tor his finnc ot 


frailty in denying Chritt our Lord vyho is the 

Note» head; atthattyme vyhen truth could be di(- 

cerned, but as by the light of a candle, Let 

them, I ſay , take heed, that dayly themſclues 

be not committingfarre greater {11nnes,againſt 

the ſame truth , vyhilſt they are not only de- 

nying, but blaſpheming and attlicting itin the 

body of Chriſt our Lord, which is his Church, 

ſam, 19, vvbich truth, they yet may ſce, as by the light 

of the Sunne. For mn the ſunne , God hath placed hss 

Tabernacle, wyhich $. Auguſtine vnderitandeth 

of his Church. | 

The vvicked Prieſts, ſuborned falſe 

yyineſles againſt our Lord; but he vvould 

not ſo much as reproach them tor it; & much 

lefle conuince them of leyvd praQtice z nor e- 
nen open his mouth vyhen it might any yva 

(0) > ” haue nar his oyvne biktrarge. Only vehe 

I. ence CaYpbas coniured him in the name (d) of God, 

which our 19 [4) whether he were the Sonne of God or 10; both 

Lord C14 becauſe he had the place of high Prieſt at thac 

carry tro tyme, and yet further, for the high reucrence 
ebe name yyhich he carryed to the holy name of God, 

of God. hisanſvyereyyasexpreſie and cleere, though 
Hg154260 thort and mecke, Thar be was the ſonne of God. 


And hacrpon they declared him to _—_ 
0 
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| of death as a blaſphemer. | 
| O falſe painted face of the world, how 


vayne and qanne Guang are thy 1ndgmcnts! and 
how many are there now a dayes, \ ho it they 
thould (ce a Cayphas tit with great {olcmniry, 
authority, and attendance, vponthe care ot 
Chuit our Lord, who were coteniptibly {ta- 
ding ata baric; and thould heere a Cavphas at- 
tirine, that he were zy enncmy tothe word of the 
Lord, or the State. Would infalltibly toyne with 
him againit our Lord ;, & be drawane by tho!e 
vayne appearances, to beleeuc tor the ryme, 
that they ſaid true. But whatiocuer the 
thought of the people was ot Chriit our Lord, 
his enamoured hart, did {o deadly thult atter 
thcir good and ours, vpon any termes; as that 
he, being God, did not abhorneto be accoun- 
' ted a blaſphemer of God ; ſo that by the ap- 
plicatio 35 I pretious meritto vs, we might, _ 
of flaues, become the Sonnes of hiseternall Fa- (e) The 
| ther, And{(e) howſocuerit wasan vnſpeakea- —y 
| bledereſtationot that thing, which raignedin |, = 
his moſt reue: ent ſoule;yet was his loue to the ,,, 4, 
name, and 1mputation therot, in effect, as V- hum ealily 
ſpeakeable, ſince the more deeply he had cauſe ouercomp 
to be auerted trom it, the more aboundantly all dith- 
; he deſcrued by it, tor vs. Butthe Pricſt cried Cuitiess 
out, Blaſphemy, what need haue we now of any wits 1.4, 
neſſes? Thoſe hypocryticall eyes were calt vp 
to heauen, the garments were rent, and our 
Lord, without his anſwering any one word, 
was eſteemed and decreed, by them all, to be 
warthy of death. Wc haue rcad of Saints who 
Z 3 I: atic 


8 Of the Lowe of our Tord, 

12 bene arm2d with patience againſt all o- 
ther aFronns; but when incy haue bene called 
Here:iques, they could nor ciulc but breake 
thcir ace, and acclaie that they acteſted that 
Im putation. But heere 157e Sainte of Saints 
cout be con:2it to be called Blaſphemer, & 
yer tO make n1 der nitiauwon, that he tooke 
the leait offznce therar. 


The abund.tnt , and m -{t v1ttey (cornes, winch our B, 
Lord indured with exceſuneLue, m that 
night precedent to his dea.h. 


CHAP. $1. 


XcExsSIvVE wi the indignity, and di- 

_» honour which Chrij: our 1,01d cndured 

A tart tirit examination, bv 47s, and Caye 

poas; which yet/nuihiceme, bura kindoft no- 

ting, yu nb? copaicd to that winch tollowed, 

In the rett of that weenlt night, when our 

: I.,o:d was iunprifoned m the hidn Prieſts 
(a The ET 3, I 

ſervancs Nouſe. And it, arhis being taken, he were 

of our As \vcli bound by ropes, as the Uraytour 14- 

Lory 645 could deuitc; rhere is no doubt but that 

wereco- now, they would Jodye him jn a dungeon 

—_— dy low :nough, and [cad [145 delicate body, with 

their af 3 Many irons, as It could beare. 

Artrons, Itis ue thatthe Prophet Hieremy, had 

but him- Þeene thruſt downe into a deepe well , & the 

ſelie Prophet Dan!l into a Lake ot Lyons; and the 

would Patnarcke loſeph, was caſt into a ccilorne; and 

fel none the a' Martyrs of Chiilt our 1, ord, hauc fuffe 

nts redVnluttcuable kinds of roxmens ; y'<r What- 

{ocucr 


' and Sano | Teſw Chriſt. »; 
ſoeuer affliction, or teate they v. cre ſubiect to, 
the had of 'God was there,enither to dlejiuier, or 
at leait to cofort the therin. But our Lord had 
heere reſigned al comtort; he had retigned that 
hower, that 1s, the ualb'vy tyme ot 14s bitter 
Pa{lion, to the Prince of darkene:zand he had 
ſuſpended the v fe of his OWne DOW G8) for a» 
much as concerned the receaunyg of! any ten- 
ſible conſolation at al. I would thertore be 
mr to know . what dolorou:, ntamons at- 


J 


ront that could be, which, in that night of 


ſhame & ſorrow, was not put vpon ou bleſ- 
ſed Lord, by thoſe in{truments of the deuill. 
If whilit he was vet abroad at liberty, 
whillt he was rauiſhing them with his divine 
words , euen in ſpight of their peruerſe harts, 
whilit he was bot!) dazeling theeye of envy, 
and hypocriſy with h1is{a net. ty; 2nd amazing 
them by the Maic|ty, & ovoliging them by the 


mercy of his miracle<, they w ould ver be tin- 


ding meanes to ſnarle acain!t him, and to vyn- 
dermine him; what kind of quarter is ic likely 
now that they would keep with him, whey 
all the miracles which he verourhir, were to 
let them outrage him, a« much aStey Would, 
andallthe language whic! hz »yvicd, was that 
inuncible filence which he neuer brace, uw all 
that nights bitter durance. 

If whilſt he thewe.d {o many tokens of 
his being the Sonne, or at lealt a man of God; 
they would yet take occation trom the facility 
and ſuauity ot his CO:101L -r{at10! © elte-me 
him asa drinker '1) of wv INC; It troin his mercy 

Z 4 and 
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269 Of the Loue of onr Lord, 
and loue, to the gayning of peruened, and 
., impure ſoules, that he wasaman who (2)li- 
(z) Ibid. 1.1 ſpend hisrymein bad company ; It tro 
his ſaying that he was auncientto (3) Abraham, 
that he was proud, and made himſelf God 
(4) Lu. knowes what, Itfrom the wouders which he 
13. wrought, vpon the Sabaoth, 4) that he was 
| an irceligious and prophane pe.lon ; It trom 
ſecing that he did ſupernaruiail things at other 
tymes , that he pertoimed them by a \5) pacts 
with thedeuill; If trom their ob{eruation that 
his ſanctity, and benignity made the people 
loue him, that (6) he was a popular, iedirious, 
and ynquiet perſon, It from his auowing, that 
he, >) and hs Father wereone, that lie was an Cx- 
preiſe Blaſpnemer , and, as ſuci a one, they 
were oncc, about to ſtone him. lt then, I ay, 
thcy were ſo infolcnt, and arrogant; thall we 
thinke that now, they could grow calme, and 
tender-harred toward; him? Wih:n already, 
they had {ſcene him reccaue a crucil buftettrom 
that Sycophant,in the very view of the high 
Prieſt; and that the ſame high Pricit did not 
ſo much as once reprouc him tor1t, which cer. 
tainly he would haue done, if that fellow had 
but preſumed to beate his dogpe. Shall vve 
thinke, thatit gaue him any credit for them to 
Obierue, that one of his Diſctples had betrayed 
and ſold him to the for a toy? Shall we thinke 
that his meckenes would appeaſe the rage of 
thoſe hungry wolues, they hauing bene ſo l6g 
1m hunting, after this innocent lambe? Who in 
that tyine of his ſheering, no nor yet in his 


ſlaugh- 


(5) Lucene 


(5) [UC.23. 


(7)408. 
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flaughtering afterward, did not ſo much , as 
open his mouth, ro make any one complaint? 
Or rather thall we not conclude, that they 
tooke offence, cuen trom that very patience of 
his? Which howſocuer indeed, it grew tro no 
other caule, but only a protoud roote of loue, ; 
they b) would yet impure it, either toſome (5) Hig 
wuchcratr, which m:ght kindle their hate a- dh. WR? 
gain!t him, or cl>ro ſome extreme ſtupidity , = the 
which migat v:ge them on, to an imcreale qe ye. 
of contempt ? Or finally, ſhall we thinke ragious 
that our Lord would change their mindes, againſt 
to make the, in ſome miraculous kind, forbeax bim. 
him (though otherwile it were much again{t 
their will) which pnuiledge, yet he had neuer 
vicd to help himſelt thereby in his whole te? 
It,is not ciedible. It is not pollible. But a moſt 
) wvndoubled truth itis, that thoſe wretches did 
'\ aff. tand dithonour him, allthey could; and 
|  thatour Lord wasnot only willing toenduie 
|  althat,butal therett which they could deuiſe. 
The holy Scripture it ſelfe, doth this 
|  once,giue {uch a view of what kind of Ban- 
uet was then ſet before this {poute of our 
Cults }to feed vpon,; as that the contideration 
therof, which hath bene taken by deuour per- 
ſons, hath made tempeſts of 1ighes riſe from 
their harts, and floods of teares,, flow trom 
their eyes, through: the compallion of his 
griete, and the admiration of his diuine Joue, 
inc) ſucking downe, {0 greedely, ſuch huge 
draughrsofthe ſcalding bitter ſtuffe, which in 
that doJorous night , was put ypon him. It 
rclis 
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S2att, 2b tells vs, that they ftrocke han with the Palmes of 
thezr hands, (that they did, be.tte and bufſer him, 
that they ſpit vpon hum, that they hnederncked bim, 
that they would be ſtrykang him ag aine; and that they 
ſcoffed and ſcorned hum, biddmyg him propheſy, who ut 
wa, that had ſtrocken him. | 

But is it poſſible that the God of heauen 
and earth, ſhould ſuffer ſuch thinges at their 
hands, and that tor the {aluation ot vs, yea and 
euen of them, and of all the world? Yeaſo 
pollible it 15, that God would ſutfer it; as that 
i would haue bene wholly impoſſible, that 
any who had not bene God, thould haucen- 
dured it. | | 

Confider thertore heere, what variety 
of affronts they found out tor him, and how 
euery one of them, had a kind of particular re- 
roach belonging tout. They boxed him, as 
Ga bene Li, with their hands at large; and 
therin they treated him, asa man would doe 
ſome villanous , lying boy . They buffered 
him wirh their filts, and in that they vſed him 
Iike ſome idle, and baſe, yvicked flaue. They 
ſpit vpon him, and ſo they did, as good ay ſay, 
that he vvas an infamous, & molt odious blal- 
hemer, whodeſerued to be the ontcait both 
of God and man. They blinded him, & ths 
they beat him againc;and to make themſelues |} 
merry (as a Lord of miſ-rule is vyont to doc | 
m a iolly Chriſtmas)they yyould bid him Pro- | 
pheſy, who had beaten him ; and therby they cal- 
led him toole, and fot. And they alluded to 
the vvickednes, of vyhich they vvould needs 


ſup- 
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fuppoſe him to-haue bene gulry,in aſpiring to 
be accounted 4 Prophet, by the people R Such 
vVas.d the exce:lic of their xape;and our Loid, /d) The 
the vyhile, vetered not one vvord of reproofe, invincible 
nor they ved noton- gelttwe of millikezthough love t 
hi. thouhts vere not filent,, but vvell im- © 44 Gl 
I Ce gh SIT Cc: nqi:er 
plo .cd. Ycertnot V PON ſecuring himſelte tlom the per 
their yyrongs, but yponforrovving protonid» Ff ailtheir 
Iy tor threw hnnes. h rage. 
Tolauefecne any creature mn that yVo- 
full caſe, vvould hane moned any cruel hart 
to pitry;how much more to Lauctcen though 
it had no: bene, a« he yyvas allo God , but ons 
ly man | tt:at excclient beauty of the diume 
countenanc? of our Lo:d , fo abt ominably 
defeate(. and even murtheied as it yvere by 
thole pertidious jevie-. For mu;theted 1t Vas 
þy thote criiel butters,& tnitced of odorttcious 
and pret.oun gumms, fn vvas mbalmed in their 
naltly, and impure ſputle. Andit may alio be 
accounted, to hauec bene biricd, in that bealt- 
Iy cloath, vyhervynh they blinded, thoſe 
(yyeet-ſad-eyec. 

The lealit of vvhat thev did to him at that 
time, dath inuolue ſuch a deale of indigni:y as 
is beyond al conceir; butſe\yet that fs {pit- 
ne reg to exceed the relt. It ivan odious, | ge 
and intamm kindot affront, not v1 to anv 2 was for 
fAlauc, enen by his I. o1d vho bath an 1b lute them to 


(-) How 


infamous 
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| dominis over him. But if at an» tym it be, it je ſpit rpory 
; : ; ; 1 
to ſheiy, a mecting rogether , of the extremiry our Los 
of contempt, and hate, m the hartot him, who 
w - : 
detires, by this yely meancy, to ſheyy it ſeits. 
' N ay 
ee” 
— _ : Ws 


| 
: 


» — 


< 
—__—— 
— > 


-_ 


364 Of the Tour of our Lord, ; 
Nay when we do but ſpit, tor the meere diſ= * 
charge, and eaſe of nature, we procure to doe 
it ſo, as that no perſon of reſpect may, ſo much 
as ſee it. If by errour it ſhould fall ypon ſome 
ſoole, or andyron, orecuen but ypon a mans 
thoe; be is not well, till it be wyped. And . ; 
therfore I doe not wonder , it they forbare ro | 
ſtrike, or euen to touch his tace, after they had 
fo defiled it, till firſt, they had put aveyle, be- 
twene . The true place hae, 15 either the 
ground, that inſtantly it may be trodden out; 
orelſe the fire, where, ina moment, 1t1may be 
conſumed . But now this vnholcſome excre- 
ment, which being deltuered out, ypon neceſ- 
fity,is not ſuffered to continue vpon the mea- 
neſt, & baſeit creatures, or cloathes we weare; | 
was thought good inough, to dwell vpon the | 
moſt pretious parts of the perſon of Chriſt our , 
Lord. Andalthough the Propher Ifay, might 
meane (by that great difiguring of our Lord | 
which he foreſaw and 75 a ir ) the whole 
| 


troope of torments which came ypon his diut- 
ne perſon ; yet itſcemes that this of his ſpittle, 
was pointed at by him, in particular manner. 
The holy Scripture doth further ſay, 
that they' vttered many other moſt blaſphe- 
mous things againſt him. But whether itſwere 
_ thatit would exceed the bounds of modeſt 
for vs to heare of the words or deeds themſel. 
ues which thoſe miſcreants vſed ; orels,to the \ 
end that every one might haue the greater | 
mertt, to contemplate in pious manner what 
they were:the holy ghoſt thought fir, to _ 
encem 
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' themypin tilence. Which certainly was done 
I ypon high deligne, and great miltery; ands. : 

'  Hrerome laith,, that till the day of Iudgement | 


ſhould arrive, we were not tully to know, the 
ſtrange meanes, whertby that night, they ve- 
xcd our Lord, in the houſe ot the 31gh Piictt. 

Yet wha:{ocuer, they either did or taid, it 1s 
certaine, that the very things themiclues, were 
not ſo odious, in the tight of God, as was the (f, Thy 
ground trom whence they grew. An Ft) itch ſcornes 
they had, atthe very rootes ot their prophane w hich 
harts, in chafing, and fcratching wherot, ” they put, 
doing thole deteitablc diſhonours to our Lord, YP2® our 
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they did triumph, and ſpring With a molt pe- — 
| tulant, andpelticrouskind of ioy. Andſo,on ,,_ ,, 
| theother ſide, though the very outrages them- ,, H—_ 
| felues, weretar more eno:mous then we can of malice 
| Conceaue, Which declare the infinite patience tro which 
, andhumility of Chritt our Lord; yer the li- they came 
| berall hart of love whetwith he offred them 
all to God, for our good, and wherywith, | 
he ( behoulding vs all ar that very time; could 
haue bene content to {uffer more, as afterward 
we thall ice he did, is that which ought both 
to comfort. and contuind vs molt, 
Hy 
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How oxr Lord was ſolemnly adtudged worthy of 
death for Blalphemy ; and of the death 
of ludas; and how they ſend our 
Lord to Pilate. 


CHAP. 6:. 


V Tt then, as the importunatc malice of 

them, who had our Loid Jt>vs i: claige, 

kept him farre inough irom takiig any ret; 

ſo the Prieſtsand elders themſelues, might not 

fo well be ſaid to be gone to ſleepe, ao bed; 

through the rage of enuy, which , tall like- 

Iy-hood, kept them both waking , and thin- 

king,thateuery minute wasan age, till it were 

day ; at which tyme, they intended to perſe- 

cute our Lord to death . Yhey did thertore all, 

Marc . 1g, Confeſtim mane, at the very point and pcepe of day, 

call themſelues togeather, in the torme ot a 
Councell. Where the yyicked Cayphas{(gmuin 

account to that vyhole aflembly, of vyhat had 

paſſed, the night betore, amonglt thoſe fevy 

Vviiich could be gathered rogeather, vpon the 

fudden' did againe, vyvith the lame hypocriti- 

cal ſhevv of piery,preffe our I o:(l, char for the 

reuzrence of the living God, he would declare 

to them, /Fhether he were he Chriſt or no Our 

Lord, ow: of [11+ xnovvledge, chat whatſoeuer 

he Should ſay, theywould nerther belecue bim,nor an- 

ſwere him , ner yet dijinifce ym, vwould vvillin- 

ly hauetoi borne his anſ\s ere; bur being pref- 

{ed by this conwuration , be declared to them 

yet 
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"at once againe to this cfiect, That he was 
the Chriſt . And that once the rtyme would come, 
when they would know 11 18 ther coſt, and beleexe 11, 
when 11 would be 100 lateyrben they should ſee him u- 
tang, at the right hand of the power of God, and com- 
mg downe ypon the clouds of the ayre. Hleerey pour 
they(a\ ſolemly pronounced hun to be an ex- (2) Ou: 
refſe blafphemer , and that he yyas worthy man 
of death. Ando they initantly carryed him Gel al 
away bound to Pilate. life, con- 
Whilſt the meaner ſort were loading denied 
him with a thouſand wrongs, the graueit, and to death, 
rcatelt ot them, (Wi.o Would needs goe Wath 
ng to teitity the excelle of ther malice, 
(though it be not the yie ot men ot rancke, to 
cheapen themiclues, by accompanying cri= 
minall per{ons in the publique lircets) would 
not Is, to hold molt hypoctitical diſcourſes: 
As proteſting, in their zcale to the Jayy oft 
God, hoyy much it grieued them, that the Pa- 
gan Iudpe {to yyhome they vvere going) 
thould be torced to knovy, that amonglit the 
men of their Religion ( yyhich the priſoner 
| vvas) there ſhould be a creatuic to 1mp1ous, 8 
| Toblaſphemous, as molt yvickedly they accu- 
{cd himto be. (b) The 
| Our Lord Izsys, in the meane tyme, ſinne of 
| Vvas not toleceke for patience , in the bearin the ewes 
of Vvhatſoeuer aftrout they could put vpon = i 
him; nor vyould he vvho had endured the = m—_ 
greater, refuſe the lefſe. Novv a b; lefſe offen- then that 
celt Vyas in them, tor him to be preſented be- of the 
| forg a Pavan, and prophiauc pciton, Yrho had Geatiles, 
19 
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no knowledge atall of tiic true God, or of his 
law ; then betore a congregation of men, wha 
had the cuſtody ot his auncient Teſtament, & 
for whoſe {aluation and perfection, (they be- 
ing his owne cholen people) he was particu- 
laily come into the would. And fo, the more 
fauoured they had bene, the more taulty they 
were, in perſecuting Chrilt our Lord; & that | 
euen tor no other cauſe, but only tor the yery 
zeale which he had ot their good. 

They might haue contidered, how ear- 
neſtly they had cocurred to the linne of Indas, 
and therfore they ſhould haue feared his puni- 
ſhment ; which was the falling into a greater 
finne. For when he ſaw that So were then 
going actually to procure the death of Chriſt 
our Lord; and when he began to looke in v- 
pon himlſelfe, and ypon what he had done; & 
then diſcerning cleerly , the detormity of his 
finne, which the deuill had before, procured 

0c) The to hide; he hunge (c) himlelte by the necke, & 

-—— of his body brake im the middle, and his bowells 

ewh of fell abour his teete; and inſtantly his ſoule 
Judas, ficake downe,into the lowelt place of hell. 

Mats. vp, How would that accident ſtrike the hart 

of Chritt our Lord with ſorroyv? For as our 

Lordis incomparably mo1eſory for our finns, 

then for his own paines; ſo vvas this, a greater 

the that fin. For ro finith in defpaire of Gods 

omnipotent mercy, is the moſt grieuous ſinne, 

vvhich man is able xo commut« It Rrooke, I 

ſay, our Lords hart vvith _ yet thoſe 

vytetches yvers not touches by it, toyyards 

I6* 
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remorſe. But notwithſtanding that Iuda re- 
tored to them, the price , wherby he had bene wieurbt 
30 att that treaſon , and did declire him{cl'cto Neue 
fined m betraying that mmocent bloud, they nefther 
relented in themielues, nor tyok- compaſſion 
of him ; but (cornetully made ant wore, that it 
was nota thing which belonged to them, and 
| that all WasS O1un vpon h15 ACCOnUnt. 
A memorable example, ot how nuly 

and miſerably , they are deceaued, who ferue 
the world, the fleth, or the deuill. For d wy hat- (83 Con- 
ſocuer may be promied betore hand, vetin — 
fine, when the turne 1s ſerued,no care 1s taken this sruchs 
of their comfort, but they may with ; «das goe . 
hange themlelues. And ſo they doe many 
tymes,and more, | beiceue, in ow only coun- 
try of England, then 1 all the relt of Europe 
put togeather. Burthe thirty pecces which qt. x9, 
ludas-reitored to the Prieſts, were not calt into 
the Treaſury,but imployed vpo the Purchaſe 
of a place tOa pious vie. And S. AtltUuSHne 110- 
teth how it was by a molt particulgr proui- 
dence of God, that the price of the bloud of Sermn, 129. 
Chriſt our Lord , ſhould not (eruc tor the ex- © 274 

fg : . - Dom apud 
pence of living ſinners, but tor the buriall of Arian. 
deceaſed Pilgrimes : that ſo, with the price of 
hisbloud, he might both 1edeeme the liuing, 
and be aretraite tor the dead. 

The hate of thoſe malicious Prictts , & 
Elders to Chrilt our Lord, and conſequently 
his loue tothem, and vs {1ince for their partt- 
cular, and our generall good, he Was Content 
to endure fo much attheir hands) appears yer 
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370 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
more plainely , by other circumitances . For 
the tyme when they perſecuted our Lord, was 
the day of the greatett iolemnity and deuotto, 
of the whole ycare. It was the tealt ot the Paſ- 
chal, when allthe lewith world was come to 
Teruſalem, to allilt at thoſe facrinces, and cere- 
monies of the the law , in the Temple. And 
as the affronts were ſo much greater, then if 
they had bene done at a more priuate tyme, & 
the malice of the high Prieſts, ſo much the 
more eager ſincethey could not be perſwaded 
toputit of, toa leſle buſy day; ſo was the loue 
of our Lord exceſſiue cuen heerin, who was 
contented with the publicity of his ſhame, ar 
that tyme; becauſe, " meanes therof, the no- 
tice of his Paſſion togeather with the muracles 
ſucceding it, would - more ſpeedily be ſpred, 
and mote readily beleeued, fhortly after, 
throughout the world, 

The circumſtance of PiLztes perſon, doth 
plainely alſo ſhew the particular rancour of 
their hart;' ſince they hated Chiiſt our Lord 
ſo much , as that it made themearneſt, & glad, 
to ſhew themſelues ſubie to that Romane 
Juſtice. They deteſted the fubiection which 
they were in, to Rome ; They loucd not 
Ceſar whome they tooke to be a Tyrant, and 
Vſurper ouer them; they loued nor Pilate, 
whome they knew to be a moſt corrupt , and 
wicked Iudge; they loued not the exerciſe of 
his Iudicature, which ſerued but to refreth the 
memory of their owne misfortune, in their 
hauing loſt the vſe of that power. Bur their 
pice 
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| and Sautowr Teſus Chrif. 2-t 

redominat malice to Chrilt our Lord, made 

them content tO guaW, and {\Walow all tut 
bones as thole. _ ; 

When Pilize was come torih, they be- 
ganrto make their charge avaliilt the piioner; 
accuſing him, 1n bitter eIMNC)>,, Of FINGER TR 0 U> 
crimes; but {ti]] as the IMA 11NC! _ {1:1ch | CHAFHES 
is; only in generall rermes. Winch ye; outro! | gs 
the {e baſe cocelitthev had of Chit our Lond, ul | = 
and the pride hich they tooke m1 ttiem elucs __, . 
they thought would haue tutticiently wiuce tte lo eg 


tat it was more then needed. hor it the nan 
had not bene wicked, they Would not, ſaid 10m. 18, 
they, haue brought him th ther. And with- 
all, they did notio much as vouc!.!ate, ro giue 
our Lordany particular name, bu: :h-y only 
fayd , Inuentmushunc &c. ! 17 have townd (hs (el- Luc, 346 
low , dicturianug the pe.xce of our people, and {orb :1d- 
ding, that Tribute ghould be p.azd to Ceſar, nd Wellde 
ring bymſelfe to be 4 King. | 
Yet Pilate, being moued by the light of 
the perſon of Chrilt our Loid, did beyond 
hiscuſtome) torbeare to make 11ic!t halt, as, at 
theinſtant,ro pronounce an vmult ſentence a- (75 Que 
pin; bucke rooke him into his houſe, Lora h:d 
nd to hand. And finding vpon the ſpeach, nopretice 
which paſſed betwene them, that our Lord vpon any 
had no defigne ypon the honours, and aduai- crane 
tages of this world, nor\(t\ pretended tothe RD 
excicuſe of any other kingdome, then that of OE 
Aa 2 bheauen ; 
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372 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
heauen ( to which he endeauoued to draw 
men by teaching them to obey God , who 1s 
the ſupreme King therof ) and the ludge for 
his part, notcaring what became of hcauen Or 
heauely things; he came quickly forth againe, 
& declated that hg tound the man not guilty. 


How Pilate examined our Bleſied Lord ; and how 
be ſent him to Herod . Of the ſcorne whch 
Herod pur vpon him. How the returned 
bm to Pilate; and how Pilate 76- 

ſolued at laſt to ſcourge him. 


CRISP. 63- 
B* T they perſiſted in their malicious 


clamours , and protesicd that the priſoner 
had bene ſowmg rumours, & mtk'ng ſtirres throuoh- 
out all Jury , begmning at Galley, and frocee- 
ding 4s farre, 4 that very place . Now Galiley, 
was belonging to the 1uni{diction of Herod, 
who had bene the murtherer of $. lob B.ipriſt, 
and berwene Pilate and him, there had bene 
Ill a) quarter , til] thattyme . Bur he chaun- 
cing to be then at Ieruſaljem , this Pulzce, puta 
Court-tricke vpon him; for he ſe11t the priſo- 
ner to him, asf it had bene out of a kind of 
reſpect ; wheras chiefely it was, becauſe he 
would taine be rid of the cauſe. 

__ To Chriſt our Lord, nothing came a- 
mille, who ſtill, with his accultomed humi- 
Iity, patience, filence, obedience, and moſt ar- 
dentloue, and defire of the{aluation of man- 
tind,did apply himſclts to renounce any gult 
of 
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of his owne, and paue hinvlelte all away to 
theirs . And this true Prince ot Peace Was co- 
rent to vndergoe all thar paine, andto endu:e 
all chat ſcorne, which would be put vpo him, 
both at Herods Court, and 1n 6 i Way., be- 
twene him and Pie, vpon condition that fo, 
he might be an occalion of recociling theem- 
ities of thoſe two, though both conlpired tO 
his prenudice. For he knew that by titiat cui- 
rely, which Herod would take ſo hindly atthe 
hands of Pte, tromthat ty metorward,, they 
would be triends. 

This Herod was a famous, infamous per- 
ſon for his ſenſuality, his cruelty, anda world 
of other vices. And for as much as he had 
heard , otien {pac ot Chiiit owt Lord, and 
of the reputation whici he hat! , both tor his 
wondertull workes, an tor hl: adnuable 
wiledome, he had an (b extreme curniotity to 
ſatisfy himſclte, in thole to points, In con- 
formity therof, hc carnellly detired to fee lone 
miracle oft his working. And tor as mucn, as 
conce.ned the tame ot his wiizdome , he pro- 
cured, (by a world of queſtions, which he af- 
ked) tolce whether truth would anfweie, to 
the yoyce which ran of him. 

But our Lord Iesvs, who was not come 
into the world to make men ſport, but ro doe 
them good; nor to ſati>{y the curiolity of tieir 
heads, but to impart true ſanctity to their hart 
would not vouchſate to loole one word, vporn 
that wretched King; nor cared he [thro:g, 
his loue to be ſuffering tor vs) to detend brim» 

Aa } {cite 
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Y 
- Of the Loue of ourLord, 
ſelte againſt all thote impudent lyes, which 
by the Prieſts and Elders, were thundred our, 
ina perpetuall itorme of words againſt him. 
Yet cuen Herod himſelt could not be {fo vniult, 
as to alloy of the plea, which was made In ac- 
cuation of him, for as much as concerned the 


(c) The ſubſtance of his cauſe ; but yet (c | conceauing, 


ns by occation of his continuall filence) that et- 
CT C » tier he was ſome filly tellow in himſclte; or 
U gc VG * "ha 

45. els perhaps , that in compariſon of him, our 


wife men Lord thought himſeltc to be of tarre interiour 
of ths ſpeach, and wit (and thertore would nor diſ- 
world, c:cdir him{elte by ſaving any thing he did con- 
Ibid, temnc him with bs whole guard of fouldiers, atter a 
m->{t di{dainetul manner; and in token therof, 

he returned him to Plate, ws h a foolrs coute ypon bes 

bicke. Tas actamongſtthereſt, bred an ex- 
traordinary contempt of Chriſt our Lord , in 

the peoples minde - in regard that Herod and 

his Court, were eltcemed as a kind ot Couch, 

 vnerby men might be knowne diltinctly, 8 

waltly, tor What they were . But howlſocuer, 

this contempt did our Lord vouchſafe tovn- 

dergoe; and this coate of ſcorne was he conter, 

and gladto weare; forour confution , in reſ(- 

pect ot our tormer vanity; and for our inſtru- 

| ction, how we are to carry ourlſelues in future 
| (d)Agreat occaſions, Which (d\muſtnor be,to ftand V- 
| ſent P22 nereputation of our ſuthciency, wit, or 
'| many - Knowledge; we, who are but wormes and 
 wverrucs at flyes Wien the King of glory, the word, the 
' @nce, vicreated 17; lome of Almighty God , wheby all 
tags were made, 1x content torour ſakes, to cait 
him- 


and Sanur leſus Chriit. 2-5 
himſelfe betore the eyes of ou: Faith, all con - 
remned and derided, as any Idiot, or natu: all 
foole might be, Nor are we to care, thei yh 
our patience be accounted teare; or our hiumu- 
lity baſenes, or our tilence ttmplicty. Nor, 
whenit concernes the ſetuice of God, and the 
good of loules, are we to thrinke trum our dit- 
ty, and wr deſires, though all the world 
thould deſpiſe, and hate vs for it. 

But when Pilxre tound that Hemnod had 
not thought him worthy of dearth, he was 
| glad ot that occalion, and prelicd it hard vpon 
the [exves; as knowing indeed, that 1t- Was not 
the zcale of [ultice, buc the rage of enuy, which 
had incented them againit hum. Sometymes 
he queſtioned our Lord Ixsvs, to ice it any 
thing would come from him, in the itrength 
wherot he might acquite him. But our Lei:d, 
who delired nothing lefle, then witat might 
rend to his owne diſch..zc; and nothing 
more then what mighttend to our aduantage; 
was fo profoundly and inuincibly filent, as | 
did amaze the Iudge. And woe had bene to Wazc. ff 
Vs, it this filence of our Lord had not bene ex- 
erciſed by him; through the merit wherot, the 
cternall Father will looke with mercy, Vpon 
thoſe millions of tinnes , which be hoxwerly 
| Comitted, through the impertinent, indilcrecr, 
and vncharitable, Impure ſpeach of men. 
Sometymes againe , the Iudge would 
be vſing all the art he had, to make them de- 
fit from their deſire of his ruine, and in patti- Wu. 1. 
cular he thought of two expedicnts. The tf9r- Lis, 23, 
AA 4 iN2t 
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be 376 Of the Loveof our Lord, 
mer of them yas, to punith him ſo cruclly out 
of very pity, as that, with the 11ght therof, they 
m1z3:2t be moued with compathon toWards £1 
him. So that hereſolued ro hauc him icourged,; 
and to that end he delivered him ouer to the 
diſcretion of hts fouldiers, who had none. The 
FRA torment of Chriſt our Lord, in this miſtery , 
12c 1», Of his flagellation, 1s excellently pondered by 
(e) Not2 Father Auila . He faith therfore to this effect. 
ttizstur it That (cif a man would exhibite a ſpectacle, 
Celeruct2 yyherby the lookers on, were to be moucd to 
allatcn- joe; that man would take care, to giue it all 
Ons thoſe aduantages of grace an beauty , which 
were any way, to be attractiue of loue . It he 
were to preſent an obiect, wherby the ſpecta- 
tors were to be ſtrocken with teare, he would 
nct taile to accompany 1t, with {uch inſtru- 
ment, and demonttrations of terrour, as might 
affect, and attlict their mindes with teare. And 
jo heere, fince Pius care, and ſtudy washow 
to winne thoſe 1mplacable Harpies, trom that 
hungar, andthult, afterthe lion. and 
death of Chrilt our Lord; no doubt can be 
made, butthat he would adorne, and dreile 
him, in the moſt lamentable attyre of tor- 
ments, which he co:11d deuiſe ; that ſo by the 
light ot that exceſliuc miſery, he might conuert | 
their pertect malice into ſome little mercy. 
This dcefigne of his, he was obliged to 
communicate with the Executioners, who 
we:reto be his foulchers, for els he had not bene 
true to his owne end. And then, I will leaue 
t, ro the ieaſorable imagination of any cre3- 
tare 
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end Saumwurleſus Chrift. Tz 
eare, if ſuch an inſolent race ot people, as that 
vieth many tymes to be ( hauing receaued an 
expielle direction from their Commaunder, 
forthe execution of ſuch a cruelty, vpon a p11- 
ſoner, who was 10 perſecuted d all the prin- 
cipall mzn, and Magiltrates of his ow ne pro- 
tellion | were not likely to thew crucley 1n- 
ough, ypon that pietious body , oft our ble(- 
ſed LE 


of the criu®#! Scourcing, of Criſt our Tord, and 
how with mcompai able panence and chamty, 
the cndurcd the ſame. 
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H ex r ſtrip thim thetrfore, unto the ſame 
nakednes When he was borne; & wher- 

in he had ncuer bene ſeene, but in 11 intancy; 
nor then, bur by the tight o: the Angell, and 
thoſe tarie purer eyes, of the All-immacuiate 
Viigin mother. 1 hey |tripped him 1 tav, who 
In all the daies of his blef]ed lite, had neuer 
ſeene ſo much as any part ot inimtelte difcour- 
red naked, but only thoſe hands wich were 
ſtill imployell in thewing metcies, 1 here are 
milhon; 0; men and wornen, in the holy Ca- 
tholike Church, vw ho in their high loue ot pu- 
rity, do never fo much aslooke, even vpon 
their own? tacein a glaile, and much letfe v- 
pon any naxed par! of their vody ; excepting 
only in the occations ot meere necetlity, when 
they thitt their cloathes,yea and then, they do 
J* 
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278 Of the Tour of our Lord, : 

It very {paringly, and with a kind of horrour, |ked 

euen to fee themielues. But trom thoſe neccl- | bee 

tities Chnilt our Lord was itil] exempt, who |wo 

inall his lite, did neuer thitt or change hiscloa#- | wo 
s Fuibyn, thes. And that * Gaxment, which was wo- | wh 


2 cap..27- yen without any (came at all, by thoſe pure | he 
Maiih. 


_— hands of his ſacred Mother, did miraculouily | 4d: 
evade BOW » togeather with the body it (clte. Now | cor 
ns Th) the loue of mortitication and purity,all the | but 
&omns Saints of the Church, muit not compaie wich | ha 
recemirores him, wherin he exceeded themall, more then ler 
cammuier, heaucn, doth excell the earth. d.ut 


It thertore there be amongſt vs ſo many - | ;þ4 
thouſands of ſacred yirgins, who would rather | w 


giue vp their lines, then they would once ex- | wi 
| "7 their naked bodies to open view; Let vs 
g of our Lord, by his owne ſupreme puri- », w 


ty,that he will giue vs to ynderſtand, & make pe 
vs fentibleatthe very rootes of our hartes, of | w 
(a) The how (a)greata torment it was to him, in the | o| 
excethue yay of ſhame, to be [tript {tark naked, before | 1c 


atticion thoſe Pagan ſouldiers, and to let that pretious of 


—_—— banquet of his pure humanity, be ted ypon, 8 eh 
mult g19* deuoured by thoſe petulant & proph 1 
to our B, deuoured by thole petulant & prophane eyes 
Lord to Of theirs? How greatatorment was it to thee, b 
be ftriped O Lord, in the way of thamc;and yet withall ti 
naked, how meckely didit thou endure it, and how f 
much ioy did itgiue thee , to beſacrificing the \ 
merit therof, to the cternall Father, for the d 
Impetrartio of all that Angclical purity, which 
hath floriſhed fince that ryme, in ſo many k 
mortall bodies of fleſh and bloud? t 


T hey tyed him then to a puller, as na- ; 
ked 
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fe) 25I hauc heere beſct 1bcd ; as if there had 


þeene danger , that either like foie {laue he 
would hauc run away ; or els lixe a child he 
would be ſhrinking, & declining the ftrokes, 
wherwith they bad 1c{olued ro load him. Burt 


he was inwardly boud lo talt, with [uch cords of 0fe.u. 


Adam, which were chaines of loue ; as that in 
compariſon therot, thole outward cords, Were 
but as threds ofa {piders webbe, which would 
haue bene tare trom holding him to that pil- 
ler againſt h1s Will; him, who makes the foyun- 
dattonsof che carth tremivle, > the prilars of the world 
thake, with the lea!t bicath ot hy Noltrills, 
whenſocuer he thinks tit tro Worke vpon the 
world, by way ot tcerrour. 

They began then to ſcourge our Lotd, 
with excel{juc cruelty. And ava violent tem- 


pettot hayle, would cltroy a truit tree, which 


were in flower; ſo did thoie cruel} men, not 
only blalt that divine {weet beauty of our 
Lord, by breathing vpo 1t, with the filthy ayre 
of their laſctuious, and ſcorneti:ll rongues; but 
they brake through it, with thoſe tcourger. 
They claſped and circled him in, with cucry 
blow;as fo many ſnakes would cloe ſome pre- 
tous, and odoriteromw plant; which yet were 
ſo medicinall withall, a«to be able ro cure a 
whole wo:ild of men, ota whole world of 
diſeaſes. 

Itis ableto onieue any cmill noble hart, 
toſee, in Italy, and eſpecially at Rome, how 
the barbarous Got{1+ and Vandals,/ when like 
a 19undation, they oue: flowed thoſe fAlorift:- 
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280 Of the Loue of our Lord, il 
ing fields of the world ) did leaue the markes 4; 
of tacir long nayles behind them, in the rui- for 
nes of (lo many (unp:uous buildings, and cu- 
rious |tatues. But what hath any ſumptuous | FY 
building, or any curious |tarus to doe, by way | ,. 
of compariſon, with that pretious humanity | |, 
of our Lord. Taat Temple of the holy Gol, | _ 
Colof,z. which the tulnes of the diumity dd ſubſtinuglly Ws 
2habite; and that ſuperexcellent lmage, that (7 
doub e Image of the eternail Father. For an = 
imaze he was of God, euen as he was but man; "A 
but :n2n againe as God, he was an Image be- : 
gotten nat mide, by the mcreared vnderſtanding of - 
the erernall God. And what compariſon the, | b 
ci tierce be, bzrwene the barbarouſnes of thoſe | 
Goths and Vandalls, with theſe men of bloud, : 
| who drew this holy houſe, intoſuch decay. 4{ _ 
—_Y They didnot only (b) vnfurnithit, bur | y 
= © they procured to beate down? the walls, and | © 


--y Cy Made ſo many wide windowes in it, | 
megane Sick their rude _ as by which, the ſoulc | v 
led. would infallibly haue lowae out , and forſa- Hu 

ken it, it it had not bene held talt pertorce , by 
thetye of [ouz; that ſo it might liue to endure 
the reſt of torment, wich was prouided for | 
i. A ltrange kind of ornament it was, for that 

garment of his pretious humanity (being hy- 
poltarically ynired to the diuinity) to be ſo | 
thicke ouercait, and imbrodered with ſtripes, | 
Initeed of ſtitches, as that it could now no | 


more bz knows, but only by the eyes of Faith, 
of what ſtuffe it was made. Which cauſed the 
Prophet Efay, who foreſaw himin this woc- 


tuwll 
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and Sauionr Teſus Chniit. 33x 
full traunce , to declare that hc was not to be 
diſcerned, for who he was; but miſtaken for 
ſome baſe, leprous perſon. 

the bloud 1an owing, out of his body, 
through the torce of theu tuly, as toimcrly 4t 
had done in the paide, by the refleEt1o which 
he made vpon the worid« 1mpiety. Butnota 
word was hea: d to tal out ot his facted met th, 
wherwith he did even kiſle thoſe very 1ow ds; 
fince by their atilicting lim whome he con- 
temned, he mace a bath of delight and caſe 
for vs. A bath of bloud that vas, which be- 
ing vnited to the divine perton of the Sonne 


_ ef God, was adozed by all the Angelis,, as the 


bloud of God; and {c wheteot the lealt drop 
was able to haue redeemed nu1ilios of worlds. 
And yet, on the other fide, it was drawne out 
of that pretious body, by cruc}l & contumeli- 
ous ſcourges,it Was {pilr vpon the ground and 
troden vpon, by thoſe bate vnbeleuers. And 
this infinite Lord, was conteut to accept this 
tormet of the flagellation with excel] ue louc, 


(c)The 
ir. finite 
valew of 
the jeaſt 
drop of 
the bloud 
of Chriſt 
our Lords 


and in particular manner , he accepred it, in 


ſatisfaction of the tinnes ot ſentualit;', which 
had bene, and would be commirred in that 
kind, throughou: the world. We may ther- 
fore ſee, whether 0u1 carnall picaſures, & the 
delights of ſenſe, be not wicked chings , fince 
the pardon therot , was to coft the Sonne of 
God ſo deere. But as it will woke our par- 
don, it we apply it to ou {oules by tymely 
pennance; ſo if we thall contizue to pleaſe 
our ſelues by thoſe trantitory and unpuure de- 
! 
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lights, which did put our Lord to ſo deadly i et 
paine; What kind of yengeace ſhall wethinko | K 
that is, Which Will be ſure to {cize vs, both | tc 


in body and ſoulc. It 
Howour bleſſed Lord was crowned with thornes, F 
and blaſpbemed, and tormented further, with | of 
flrange tnuention of malice: And how he ea 
endured it all, with incomparable | ol 

Lone. ſc 

| k1 

CHAP. G5. th 


E x this was notall;for the ſouldiers who 1 fa 

had received comithon to ſcourge himin {| m 
ſo bloudy manner, to the end that by thatcru- | ſe 
elty the pitry of the Iewes might be awaked; | ot 
tooke the bouldnes, out of their owne Ca- of 
priccts, to put the molt ignominious, & with- | 
all moſt butter torment vpon him, which ever, | 
in the world , had bene conccaued. When | 5k 
therfore they had wearied theſelues in ſconr- | 3n: 
ging him, and there was now no more place | th 
tor new wounds { fince all his ſacred body, | T 
was growne to be as it were one continued | ſe 
yound, or rather a kind of Cake, of bloud) | K 
they vntyed him from the pillar ; they gaue | th 
himleaue to cloath himſelte, though they had | be 
almoſt taken away the ſtrength wk he | an 
might be able ro doeit ; and they lent him,foz | &c 
the preſent a littlereft, rill they had reſolued, | w 
what they were to doe . And becauſe the |' 1 
Prieſts and Elders, had charged him with pro- of 

curing 


- 
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euring, by fauour of the people, to be made a J 
King, whome they had tound by EXPCIicnce, | 
to be {o ſubiect to themlelue:; they (a thought (2) Wey 
It would cally A good proportion LO the lup- = Y 

ofed cryme ot hiy ambiuo, it they could find A. 
-—_ meanes,to make hima conunterfeir kind him with 
of King, andto attHict hum 1n point both of thorges- 
eaſe and l10n01;by the apreatance of all thoſe | 
ornaments, and demonitiations, of rely ect & 
ſeruice, which aicindeed of honour to true 
kings, when they are tily meant; but rohim 
they were of exceiiue attront;and paine. 

They made him then, with his hands 

faſt tyed, fit downe, all naked 1n moſt fennle 
manner, tor now they had ſtripped him, the 
ſecond tyme. And calling their whole troope 
ot Guard togeather , they clapt (in imitation 
of the Princely robes of a King, 4 purple mantle, Mute, x7, 
«bont his backe , which could not chooſe but Mace ug, 
ſticke to his ſacred fAlcth , for there was no 194889. 
$kinne betwene, to part the. They puta Reed 
znto bis bands, intteed of a Scepter; and a plat of 
thornes vpon his head, inſteed ofa Crowne. 
They did then, with incredible 10y of hart to 


| ſee his miſery, falute him, and ſay, All hazle, O 


King of the lewes. "Chen would they be takin 
the Reed out of his hands, and they woul 
beate the Crow ne more deepl: into his head- 
and then , (pitting in his tace, they kneeled 
downe, and adored him, in thew, as they 
would their King . All this did Chriſt our 


, Lord endure tor ye, and he did it with a kind 


of infinite mcckenes and loue: Not complay- 
ning, 


Loue of our Lord, 

ning therat, nor declating the heaſt miſtike 
therot, cither by pittying himiſelte or blaming 
them. But he confounded therby(and that at- 
(b)The tera molt puilſant manner):he arrogant pride 
Corona® of earti and hell, oftring vp (b; his ow ne 1:u- 
tiov of jliation in propitiation tor all the finnes of 
a + the whole world, & eſpecially tor ſuch as 

wy _=_—_ werc committed in the ay of pride, and tor 
-rthe Thc obteyningluch grace, at the hands of God, 
pardon.& by meanes heercot, as might cnable his true 

cure, of ſczuants, to imitate his Lumility. 

- innes It ought to fi] our {oules with extreme 

a Prides confulion, to find that we , who protetle to 
be the ſeruants of our Lord, are yet fo dull in 

deuiting meanes how to expreſle our reuerece 

and loue towards him. Our wits lye cleane 

another way. And euen in Prayer, we haue 
ſomerymes, Fough to doc, toentertaine this 

ſpoule ot our ſoules , with aboundance of ſo 

much, as mentall acts of loue; and much more 

dithculty we find to pertorme them atterward 

by way of practiſe. Yet heere, theſe encmics 

of God & man, are teaching vs, by their lewd 

example, (Whole wits did {crue them but too 

well) toincreaſe the torment ot our Lord at 

an eaſy rate, vnto themſclues. For when they 

had ſtript him naked, in the fight of ſo many 
impurceyes; and [courged him fo cruelly , as 

that it might ſceme almoſt impoſſible to giue 

any increaſe, ether of thame or torment; be- 

hould how full they are of ſtrange invention; 

and their malice findes meanes to deuiſe fuch 

 Exqullite waies to augment them both, in ſuch 


a meaſure.as makes all that ſecme little, which 


was done betore. 
It js true c that before, he 344! moſt 


blaſphemoutly beinc {pit vpon, DU! 1 \\as at pariſoun of 


midnight , anc 11 Copa his novle , au but 
only by hi» keepers. Fu: heetein i done, al 
molt at noon dav,X 1n tlic \ we- Ro oe ou 
and by a whole woo; e of Pavan lu lie 
was then already come, from beatto molt ciu- 
elly ſcourged, OUcr alli tr mote bun ituil and 
molt ſacred body, whici vie hm [211;C 
beyond all expiciiion; Dut 1rOWW-, belould 
they haue recouile to his nie read, which 
ſeemed as it c1!] then, nt had e/cane't their race, 
And lo, thar, bento the 1101 | 2a part «t al 
the reſt, and indeed the very {© 1th. and teate 
of (ente, the tormer torment Wavnot fovicat, 
as it might haue bene. Butheere, with 1.ands, 
which they arme with ton pravuer, thicy 
wreath [harpe thoines, of picac lenoth, i120 
the forme ot a hat, which ca:ryert alio the 
forme of an /mpeizal! Crowne ani tiev Clap it 
hard vpon,: Rn JO 0 I1s ticad, vil ich thivy bes 
ſeipe, as it Were, round about, W.tlto ments, 
farre exceedinp all humane concwou. pr. [tis rue 
that betore, he had bene 1t10}\.011, at ſeucrall 
tymes, in the high Prictts houtc, 1 {2 with the 
filt, and with the flatot the han: hu 10W his 
head is beaten, not with their hand: tor they 
could not have fo much as touched hin. with- 
out Wounding themlelues but the Reed, 
Which, whillt it was in bt hands, ferued tor 
anote of {gorne, being - C11 1} to] 1217s, be- 
ÞB balliT 


and Sautour leſus Chriſt. IT; 


(c) A CCfThe 


ji: pretet 
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286 Of the Lone of onr Lord, 
Came an inſtrument ot cxcel{jue paine. For 
laying load with it ypon Its head, their cruel- 
ty was ſo witty, asto beable (and that with- 
out any labour at all rothemliclues) to make at 
© nce, asmany new wounds in that moſt ten- 
ſble part of the whole body, as there were 
thorncs, in that cluiſed-blefled- Crowne. 

— ll | A tence of d) thornes made With care, 
i» able to keepe wild bealts within the priſon 


— 
—_—_ 


Fnent, , "A ; £ 
which Of a Parke, as well as if the incloſure, were of | 
thoſe ood or ftone. And although they haue ht- | 
thornes, det, Which arc like houſes, thatcht with hayic; 
muſt © yerthey dare not put themſelues vpon the pal- 


needsg1ue jing of {uch pikesas thoſe. It a Ingle, & thort 

our LorGe {1,orne, "4 6 enter into the molt dull and 
Reſhy part of the hand, itputs a man out of 
paticence,til] it ve pluckttorth . And it it chice 
to get, betiwene the fleſh, andthe nayle, it 
makes 2 thitt to goe tor a kina of torment. And 
many tymes, it breeds the loſle of a nayle, and 
{ometymes of a10ynt ; and it hath tallen our, 
thatithath kept men ſo long trom ſleep, as to 
calt them into teuers, and fo to depriue the, 
by degrees, of life. What torment then did our 
bleiſed Lord endure, when that faire Com- 
mon of hys torehead > grevy ſubiect to ſuch an 
mncolure of thornes, which unbraced. (as with 
Jo many crue!} armes) not only that part , bus 
all the reit of his divine head, round about? 

V'e haue ſfeene men wounded in ſo ſen- 
fible parte; of the body, that the Tents which 
are put in , doc vine them more paine euery 
ZYMC Ach thev azc d:ivit, theneuen the very 

wound: 
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wounds themſelues would doc. And it grovw= 
eth ſometimes to farre, as to make thelwoone 
And who thal]l then be able to compieiicnd 
the vnſpeakeabic torment Which now WM ax 
cauſed to our blietlea Lond , whobadionany 
wounds inthat toltainc of fo oucke teoling; 
and fo many ſcuciail Lea, as there V\ <1C 
thorne:, which did oe. ons feath the onus 
butmake them. And civy cone ot them C10\V - 
ing ſo much dec oe: and contequently brin- 
ging more paits of tec head which rl then 
had bene vitoucht imnionhe fame contedera- 
cy of cruell paine,as thoſe bloudy men would 
haue a mind to ltrize tum, at feuctall rymes, 
ouer the head, with that Reed. 

And thusIt was clearly, and complete- 
ly fulfilled of Chit our I ord,ttiat; Aft Pe- 
(1s v/<pee ad peri: em Cov; . br m:hevery {olcot rhe ron. xs 


foote, ty the very crowie vt hu. ed, ohiere was not (<) Our 


a (por, tree from bitter paine He tel: e thart,in Lord fele 
the vnmerſal] rotment of 15 body > \y ich the thatin his 
Prophet Daud round, conce: ning the miuleries 2007, 

of his ſoue; when, m the bitterne- therot, he Gs 
thus expietled himicle. Noneſt [ii 45 in carne Dea 
Mea a ſacte 17. [ile : 1393; eſt Pax 0/18. 15 mers 4 face all (linners 
peceatorum meorum. There wno hc:(t'1m myſies0 by feele in 
reaſon of thy wrath, nor there 3s noſe um my bones, their 

by reaſon of my [innes. And verily it leems, as itit foules, 
had bene ancxpreſle prophety, of the degtces ©/4/m. rp, 
Wherby the tormets of our Lord thould grow 

vp, atlength , tothe top of torment, towards 

the appcating the wrath of God by the propi- 

flation Which he would offer tor the finne of 

Bb ; 131.40 


288 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
man . Since as ſoone as they had depriued the 
whole maile of his ſacred fieth , of health and 
beauty , by that cruell icourging ; they put 
themſelucs ypon an inuention , how to palle 
into , and pieice his bones, '1n the moſt noble 
| and pretious part of hum, which was his head) 
by that loud Crowning. Yo ſuch exccileas 
this did the tinne of man in generall arriue, & 
to ſuch an outrage did thoſe wretches in parti- 
cular cxtend themſeJues, and with ſuch an ex- 
taſis of loue did Chritt our Lord apply his 
m inde, to the ſaluation {for as much as might 
concerne him) of the whole world;as tor The 
purpoſe, to beare this infinite kind of paince & 
ſhame with aninfinite kind ot louc and 10y,in 
the Superiour part of his ſoule. 


How we ought to Carry our ſelves in the Confidera- 
2:08 of the Ecce Homo, Behould the man; 
; «1:4 how our Bleſſed Lord drd carry himiſelſe both 
| anter;ourly and ex:ertou'iy at that tyme; and 
eſpecrally of his (numcable ſilence, and comtempe 

of all humane comfort, for Loue of vs. 


CHAP. 66. 


B FEx1NG thus dreſt yp, he was Ted out by 
PYates order to be ſeenc, and pitticd by the 
people, itthar poore man ir avs had his 
Will. Qur Lord might then haueſferued well, 

for the very deuiſe, and caracter of torment; 8& 

ſo he was, 8 a« to ſuch a one, the word which 

Ton, 19. Parc g9aue him , Was Exce Homy; Beboid ie man. 
| And 


_ —_— — — 


F . . ? 
| And yerlily 1t *vas 10 morethen needed, that : 
Pilate ſhould fav he was a man: tor as they had | 
vied him, he had fcarce the reſemb]ance of {uch | 
a creature. Himiel:t had proteſied by the mouth 1 
Ho. Dp exonlnat PD 2 F | 
ot Is holy Prophet 1 am 4 worme, end no mm. A P/aln,, 21, 


worme winch being trodden vpo, did not re- 


ed "03 — < 
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pine;that we,vw 20mdeecd are tile true Worn, : 
might not be oppretfed by our inntble ene- | 
my, but be adopted, by the merit of his humit- Rem, 8, f 
lity and charity, into the [therty ot the glory | 
ot {ſO5nes of God. A worme, but a filly worme, ls 
which ſpinns herlelte to death, torthe good of | 
| others ;and couerteth leaues which may ferus | 
| tor an Emblem? ot the yvaine hart of man; inta Fl 
| a {ubltance ot vie and honor. 4 
| And though Pte did not ſpeake imme- 1 
| diatelyrovs, when he faid behould the man, [ 
yet this once, we will doe as he detires. And | 
! not only wall we behould him, bur it thall be Lo 
| againſt our wils, it ever we behould any thing [ 
els, but only torthe loue of him . We wall be- | 
hould that man, who became man being God; { 
and whobeing man,grew yet ſo much lower ff 
then man, as to be the outcaſt of men; to the {| 
end that we, who arc the worſt of men, might '" 
grow partal:ers of the diume nature . Vie will bchould Iſa. 53+ i 
that man, to adore him with all the powers of *+ *<f« le 1 
our ſoule;& to Jament the fad calc into which " 
our finnes, and his loue to ys, haue calt him, [7 
We will behould him, and we wil with wit it- i 
all, that vpo the price of all our liuze, we were | 
able ro doc him any one faithfull {eruice . 2 i 
Wull behould him, as our ſoucraigne Kin, | ql 
( Bb 3 $OU0 1 1 


- 
RE - 
. Wo 
- - —_— 4 - 444 —_-— - % . 4 Los 4 
wa « > -*, "*..” 26.5 a> ys — GY 
AS at C v7: Bm; PSY: 4 &* þ % Ye o 
er hs notre - "a 


290 Of the Loue fo ony Tord, 
though heeric he youchliatea to become a {ub- 
ject to the bafeit laves. We Will behould him, 
as our law-gaict, and yet our Jaw; our {acri- 
fice, and «ec our Privity, our Reagemer, & yet 
ur Price. We wiil bcnould ham with pro- 
tound renerence, that to we may reuerle al the 
acts of thamr, and paine, which he accepted 
for our beneht. 


) : : . 6 
(a) What \ By the(aVeyes of faith and loue, we wil 
weareto RE 2-2 q ; : l 

ry through that Crowne ot 
comem- behould h1s glory throug 


plate by thornes . His flole of immortality, through 

the eyes that purple robe. His ſcepter of omnipotency, 

of Faith, through that Reed of {corne. His incompara- 

in this ble beauty, through the ſpittle, which detiled 

miſtery of hj; divine countenance. An inſteed of thoſe 

the Fla- counterfait acts of homave, which thoſe Ido- 
rravon lavwous ſouldicrs did port 2; we will calt 
of our B, $200 alers G1 perto. me; We WH cal 

od our {eiucs all, before him: with cnure humi- 

Iiry, and. crremblingloue. Fiteeming our ſelues 

(b)Acon- Worthy of a thouſand Hells, for (b having 

Iv remedy needed ſich a coitly remedy of our miſeries, 

of a great by the innumerable linnes which we haue 

diicale. committed. And wheras thoſe wrietches pro- 

curd cuen to breake his hart , with the toole 

{coffe of Aue rex Indeorum , we vow our (elues 

to pravie him thus, both with hart & rongue; 

All hayle, O thou true King of Chrittian 

Catholixes; All haile, thou Sonne of God, 

and of the Virgin. We ſee thy ſorrowes, and 

they vl our ſoules with tadnes, and we are 

withing, if it were thy will. that we were 

ſo happy a3 to partake thereof . O that our 

tiphes Were able to make a veyle, wherwith 

to 
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to couer thy nakednes: and our teares,a batlt, 
wherwith to wath away thy vacl-anetw>; on 
our throughts, a bei! of flowers, whe: vill to 
retr2ih thy taintenes; and our actions a_b.4!1- 
quet of truite, wherwi:h ro recouer iheetiom 
that weakenes, wherin we fce that our tinas 
haue laid thee . At |c alt, deere Lord, lot ye not 
be fo miſerable as to continue in tote tames 
of ours, lincethey are tne caule or ths excelle, 


Which hath becne Wrought ypon tice. But. 


_— 


do thou make the rontes 0! 07 arte tre tl, 


ſelues hard, about thy ſacred tees, ito lo 1:9 
living plants, they may grow Þ Vnnuer thee: 
being watred by any one d1op of thy omini- 
potent bloud, diſtilling either trom the pier- 
cing thornes of thy diunc head , or trom the 
Itinging ſcourges of thy pretious body, 

'Thele corporall painzs wherby welcg 
that the body of Chriit our Lord was ſo ouer- 
loaden, is that which Pilate bad the lewes be- 
hould . And whatlocuer effect it wrourhe 
with them, it breeds a very aſtontthimnet in vs, 
notonly in reſpect ot what we ſee, but mucit 
more, by that wich weare taught to belceue, 
and interre by this obiect of our tight. For, as 


= - 7 F 4 |.» f , WY, ' | 
according to that of the B. Apoitle,t5e muyibic R099, 1. } 


things of God, that is,b1is #nfince wiſedome , with 
the relt of his diuine attributes, may be at{cc:- 
ned, after a ({ort, by the pnderſt.ondm? , through x 
Conſideration of the y11Vle things which bebath mad, 
ſoby the ynſpeakeable paines which we (ce 
inflicted ypon the "=. perſon of Chritt ou 


Lord, who is the liuely unage ot God, and 
Bb4 the 


[ 
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Of the Tone of owr Lord, 


OZ 

Ad Il exteriou meckenes wherwith he bare 

ff > them, we ma T70\Y Into CONtem lation ot 
f-rz2ce ies CXCELLCNC\ Cad pertection ot his charity. : 
TECTED MH oveilocuer theitore the exteriour of 
ti2><< 4 ki felh and bloud : howloeucr the diuine 
great . countenance Which he cariicd, being all co- 
ts "ii poundcd, berwene extren.e forrow and ex- 
TP wrem?2 thame | vpon tac ſenile of that con- 


temor and tormet, be an obiect Which ought 
to d:aw 3» all, running aiter 1t; yet, if our 
Lord would giue vs leaueto diue ſo deepe, 
wwe i-cul t wonder much more, at the inte- 
row oth toule, then at the extcriour of his 
body. Havpy were we, it we hadeyes wher- 
1th to looke into that hart, which had fo 
Tich a ming 0 pai -cea5 could neuer be drawn 
&.v, 5 alitng malice which was exerciiced by 
tioie Javorious, and malicious hands. For 
how muci ſoeurr we ſee; there is more and 
more, and yet ſtill more to be ſcene; What- 
loeuer ve call ſay, or thinke, is very tarre tro 
be: 5 inougly. And weare iti]] to remember, 
(d\A mot that whatſoeuer the truite of vertue be in all 
Pregnalt rae actions, and paſlion of our bleed Lord, 
ſ:zne of the roote from whence itriſeth, 15 euer molt 
Purny, & 
pure and pertect loue. No intereſt, no weake- 


_ nes. cd worke on him, but only an ardent 
in Gd, defiie of the glory of God , to be maniteſted in 
not 25 the procuring of our erernall good. 

care for Fae ſtrength and purity of this loue, 
= 19: n molt ligely appeare by the ſolitude and 
creatures, Fence Wwherwith he ſuffered ſuch hideous 


tings as tote. Tod) receanc croiles (o , a5 
not 
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and S.auour Teſus Chrift. 292 
not to delire or care, I fay not tor prayſe, but 
not ſo much as for any comtort trom any ciea- 
ture; is a cicere and pregnant ſigne of pure 
Jloue, and pertect contidence in God. It lo we 
can be comtent to (utter , we hauc caule to calt 
our ſelues at tie teetc of our Lord, with hum- 
ble thanks , for drawing v«fo chje, after the odours Cans 
of his preczous oyntments. Buttiie world 15 tarre 
trom this, and ou; Weake nature 15 Willing to 
vphold it felte, by the wauc:1ng, reed of hu- 
mane contolatios, which it wil needs coceaute, 
to be a itatl {trons 1mough to fupport VS. Bur 
We Quickly tind our c:rour toOour colt. And 

as, it we did caſt our (clues vpon Ged, he 
would not retne himiclte, to Jet vs fall; fo by 
Jeaning vpon the com'ort of creatures, he Per 
mi:s vs then to ray le, out of molt render mer- 
cy, that atterwaid , Wemay lcarne to itand 
fait, in him. 

"The loue cuen of the moſt ardent Sc- 
1:-ph:m 15 of little heate, 1t 1t beſet by the loue 
which raigned inthe hart of Chritt our Lord, 
whillt he was fcourged and crowned, & yet 
their loue may well be great, fince it growetl 
out of an immenſe 1oy, Which they have in 
the trujtion, and tceling ot that euer piefent 
and infinite 000d , which 1 God. Bur heere, 
oor Lord dil, a+ it were, infinitely excell that 
loue of theirs, though all the ſenſtble obiect, 
Which the infer.ouvr part of his divine foule 
had, were the affronts which came tro the = 
Biction wheiin he was at that tyme; and the 
Op of ſhame and torment, Which ſoinftantly 


+ * wh 
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afterward, he was to find, in the conſumma- 
tion of his Pallion, ypon the Crofle. And 
what the can heere become of any loue, which 
We Cconceaue our ſelues to beare, rowards this 
Lordof loue fince ours, is ſotull of frailty, & 
miſery ,and vnfaithtull dealing ? Whara kind 
of nothing wiil it proue, if it be all compared 
with one only {park ot this pure pretiouslouez 
qt attiugrt a fine yſque ad friem fortiter, & di{pont 
omma ſuauter, Wieras ours, doth nether reach 
home, nor lalt long, nor 15 1t ot any intenſe de- 
oree, but ſo very luke warme, that vnlclie the 
heate of hart, and the thirlt ot our Lord were 
very great, he would calt ys out of his mouth, 
& not ſucke vs in, as he doth, that ſo we may 
be incorporated into himlelte. 


The lewespreferre Barabbas before Chriſt our T orde 
and Pilate, through baſe feare, gane ſentence 
of death agamnſt our Lord; and with i- 
cefunt Loue, be endured all. | 


CHAPI 67. 


O Exceſſive cruelty , of thoſe enuious hy- 
pocriicall Jewes, tor the appealing 
wherof, the mercy of Pilate was euen coltray- 
ned afteraſort, to bethus crue]]. He thewed 
tum to them, being ſcourged, and crowned, 
after this bloudy manner ; with hope that ha- 
uing drawn from him ſuch a ſtreame of bloud, 
and tormenting him ſtill, with rhat crowne 
of thornes, itmight have ſatisfied the _ of 

etitglt 


— , 
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| their rage. Togeather with that ſpectacle of 
pity, he madc a proteſtaiion of our Lords in- 

nocency, but it wor|dnotifcrue. For they, as 

it already, they had benecontirimed in inalice, 

in hell itfeitc,did itil demaund with a coſtanr, 

and generall clamour, that he mngh:; be crucified. Matt. uy; 

So a as thisdetigne of Plats came to taile; & (4) All 

nothing had been gayned therby, butthe ihed- wrned to 

ding otalmoſt,al the bloud of Chritt our Lo1d _— 

(one drop wherot was a millio of tymes more F476 

worth in true account the as many creatutes & gyr Lord, 

worlds as God himictte can make & the pier- 

cing of that head, where lay the wiledome, ot 

the wiledome of God. We may yet ice, by 

the way, that though P:!:z1chad agreatdeſice 

to tree him, 1n regard ot ht 1mnocency ; vet e- 


| uen that d*tire, v a> accompanied with anex- 
__ tremely-bate 'conceite, of Ch:1tt our I] ord: 
Since he retolued not, to manntaine his caule, 
bur thought him a tit man, vpon whom con- 
cluttons mip ht be tryed; and ro puthim, at a 
vyemter, to the ſutcrance of that intollerable 
ſcorne,and pains, rather the he would fpeal:e 
one reſolute word in Lis behalte. Our Lord, 
all the while, had the wiledome wherwith te 
| weipheuery one ot thoſe thoughts of his, to 
the very vttermoit that it could beare; and he 
had patience toendure it;and aboue al, he had 
the love wherwithto otter it, to his cternall 
Father, tor our diſcharge. 
Yer Þ.lete {till went on, With avelleity, 
Or Coole kind of appente, to faue his lite; and 
he ſet another Proicct on foote, which he 
thought 
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296 Of the Loneof our Lord, 
thought might peraduenture take effect, and 
that was grounded vpon this cuſtome . The 
Matt,?7. Jeyyes, were wont, in honour and reverence 
Mare.t7. of their great Paſleouer, to tree ſome pritoner, 
Litc. 23» p 
who was lyable to death , by the hand of I1- 
ſtice. There was atthat ty me, a ſeditious mur- 
therer in priſon , and he was called Bur.thbas. 
Now Plite was of opinion, that putting the 


queltion berwene Chriſt our Lord, and that - 


wicked man, they would neuer hae bene a- 

ble, to let that muriherer weigh downe our 

Lord lesvs, in the ballance of their pitty. But 

he was deccaued, and they demaunded the 

ſauing of Br.bbas;and cryed out amaine (whe 

there was (peach, of who thould be dilmiſled) 

Non hunc, (ed Birabbam, not htm , bur Bar abbas. & 

whe there was [peach of what ſhould be done 

with Iesvs, they ſayd; Tolle, Tolle, cracifige enm. 

4way with him, Away with him, let him be crucified. 

(b)A deep It then, our (b) blefſed Lord were not 
—_— wounded with griete, he neuer was, nor could 
vote che bewounded. "That he ſhould liue to ſee the 
teder har; day, Wherin that people, which was his owne 
of Chriſt flcth and bloud; which had particularly bene 
our Lord, choſen of God ; which he inſtruRed with fo 
much care; which he had cured otall diſcaſes 
with ſo much power; that people, which fo 
lately before, ypon that OE back now hath 
the name of Palme-ſunday, had exhibited to him 
the greateſt triumph in roke of homage which 
periaps had bene ſeene in the whole world, 
Thatnow1 fay,it ſhould ſo abaſe him below 
a Barabves, a ſeditious, and bloudy thicte ; not- 
Ee withſtanding 


M-#t, ?Is 
AM arc- 11, 
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witſtanding that P:late who was a Pagan, and 
in other reſpects, a moſt wicked man, didlet 
them ſee, that yethe wasa Saint 1n reſpect of 
them, by intreating them rather to diimiuſle 
the King of the Iewes, c) then him; & on the 
other tide, that Chit our Lord, thould with 
{o protoud meekenes, encuic tuch a height ot 
ſcorne, without thewing that he mitliked it, 
without oncce 1eproaching the 3 1ciied lite of 
that malciacto:n: by {0 much as [et:ing out the 
innocency oth ow ne; without v3 bravdin 
che 1ngratinude of that lewd natio, by fo much 
as ſaying that he had never muthered any of 
them, as the other had done: but to letthem 
do their worlt, by Way ot oticnce, and he the 
while to do his belt, by way of patience, and 
loue; and cuen then, to giue vp to God that 
very act of his acceptation, bak tor Barabbas, 
and tor them (who were much more taulry, 
then that wretched man, what thall we lay 
heere, bur thar the hart of our Lord was grown 
a whole woild of griete & loue and that we 
arc miſerable, who canot euen contume with 
the very thought therot. 

But woe beto ys; for we are lo fartro 
this, as that cuen we our (clues, are the body, 
Wherot that wicked race of Iewes was a ft- 
eure. For fo often doe we alto preter Brabbes 


before Chliritt ovr 1 or as whe chonute the tor- - 


{aking of God, to: the committing of a moztall 
finne, of wihatlocu: kind itoe. Nay therin, 
We doe pretcrre , eue: the very diuell, betore 
God humſclte, And yet to anfine 15 bus Joue, 
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Toan. 13s 


(d) The 
{ſame ar- 
gument 
preuayls 
too mult 
inthele 
dayes, 
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(ce) He 
deſtroied 
his owne 
words by 
his deeds, 
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298 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
as that ſtill he beares it at our hands, as then he 
bare it at theirs. 
But ſhall we now lend an eye, to our 
Lord Itsvs, as he was procuring to pay the 
debt of Plats curtefy to him, or rather of that 
lefle malicc, then was vitered apainit him, by 
thoſc lewes. As God; lie ut cait into the hart 
of Pilats wite , a yehcincut delire, that her huſ- 
band would not cooperate to his deſtruction, 
as he was ma; yet the frozen hart of thatmiſe- 
rable creature, would not kindle it ſelte, by 
ſuch a ſparke. But the Iewes preſſing hard, & 
and pretending, ; that Christ our 1ord had made 
hamſelfe a King, and protestmg that they would hane 
no King but Ceſar;and withall that, d' if Plate hould 
diſintfge Chriſt our Lord, they would proue him to be 
no faithful ſubiet, and friend to Ceſar, the vniuſt 
weake man, was torced by his owne vicious 
feare, to giue ſentence againit our Lord. Nor 
would he go one foote out of his pace, nor 
put himlelte to the trouble ot detending, his 
owne innocency, againſt che calummitions 
ofthe Ieweg which yet with all caſe he might 
haue done, in caſc they thould hauc complay= 
ned againſt him . But he rather choſe ro ConN- 
dene 1nnocency it ſelf, to that reward of wic- 
kednes; and lite to death ; and he permitred, 
that charity ſhould be tro;mented by the hads 
ot implacable malice and enuy. For the ho- 
ly Scripture fayth, Th. he del'nered him oer 
io the will, avd appetite of the lewes, (e) waſhing 
firſt his hands, and proteſting by that cere- 
mony , that he was innocent trom __—_— 
Y 
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the bloud ot our Lord I:SvsS. Wheras the ig - 
norant hypociute ought rather to hauc c{ean- 
(ed hs hart tom to L1Eat mpicty ,aA>ItiS+for a 
Iudge, to neglect h1s duty , tor humane re(- 
Yects. 

What hope might then, Chriſt our 
L.ord conccaue, that any owuer thing could 
betall him, then the very quiere! app ot 
that worlt, which might be dceuted * Since 
they were to bc hi gu 1des , lnto Wha: I aby- 
rinths of torment would ty 10: Jcad lim? 
How would they not incente they uicar, by 
telling certaine graue and we co untcnamed 
lycs, wherot we hauc [ome dicgs, remayning 
to thele days of ours? vi tat bribes w ould they 
not taſten vpon thoſe fouleters, that fo they 
might add the vitermolt of any cucumftance 
which might increate his thame and torment? 
And our blcfſed Lord for itall: and it therin 
he had feenc a million of r1 mes more the that, 
he had a hait ——_—— to beaicitall, V porn 
conditon that it might doe y+ good. 


ligw our 1 ord did Carry bis arg 1d of the exce(- 
five Leue be shewed in bearing the vent of + 
fronts wh; I Were {07 TIT”, j 114 Uh p 's 


grey to Mount Caljuary. 
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my Df the Love of our Lord, * 
world might know, tor his greater ſcorne 
and ſhame, cuen by the firſt appearance, that 
it was he. And then they loaded his weake 8 
wounded ſhoulders, With the-Crotle, wher- 
on he wasto be crucihed; which was a point 
of ba'batous and vnwented ciuelty . For 
whera men are accuſtomed, out of meere hu- 
manicy, to hide the inſtrument of the exccu- 
tion, trom other cximinail perſons, they did 
not only not hide itin the cafe of Chiilt our 
Lord, but they made him carry it, as it he had 
double deſerued dcath . But the Crolic wv as fo 
very heauy, and he wa: g101vne both therby, 
and otherwile, ſodeadly weake, that not be- 

. ingablets walke vader it, they conitrayned 

es 23s another to aſ({i{t him. 

Now when we ſecthat Chriſt our Lord, 
who was ſoenamoured of the Crofle, was vet 
'vnable to fetch ſtrength inough out of his 
owne weakenes, forthe carrying it, we may 
well imagine that the world went hard with 

(a) It is Him. And (a) withall we mult know , once 

the plea« for all, that ſince his Croſſe was not wholy to 

ſure of be carryed by himſelte alone, he will taue all 

God that þ;; ſeruants aſſiſt him in it; & imbiace thoſe 

we helpe Croſſes which thall come, tor the exerciſe of 


to beare { | : 
he croff. Our PATICNCC, GC the teſtimony of our truce loue 


of Chrict in whatſoeuer forme the good will of God 
our Lord. {hall be pleaſed to fend them. Whether they 
be in thar of ficknes, or ſhame, or banii:ment, 
or loſle of goods, or {pirituall def-1ation , or 
corporall torments, for the cauſc of Chriſt our 
Lord, ox in fine, though it thou!d be death ic 
ſelte. Thg 


_ 
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The place ro which they led our Lord, 
and where they meant to crucite him, was 
Mount Caluary , without the citty of leruta- 
lem. As he was going , his miſery teemed ſo 
reat, and he was to d1-gured with dure, and 

| B19 and bloud, - an.l to wealned with the 
excelſle of atfl.ction | he whome tormerly the 
world had bene ſo much obliged to tliat the 
obiect wrought vpon many womcn, wie 
were elle ill diſpeticd. And asthey we ctol- 
lowing him in the maiclit ol a mighty rroope 
of men , who went to ſee þjm put to death, 
they did bitteily bewayle lt misfortune. Bur 


Lyc, 23» 


our Lord, though 11 h1s hart he accepted their 13;4, 
compaſſion of him, tn gratetull part; yer b\ (&) One 
through his loue to {utfer , and to tuffer tome, Lord le- 
for the louc of vs, he retuſed io take compla. {5 had 


cence in that pitty of theirs. And he aduiled 
them to transterre their care of him, to a conſ1- 
deration of themſ2]ues. Letting them know 
the calamities Which were comm ng towards 
them and their poſterity; and that it he who 
was lnnocency it ſelte, were ſoatilicted tur the 
{innes of others, how g:1euouily thould men 
be punithed tor their owne. 

"This was then the aduiſe, which with 


erfect loue he gaue to them , and in chem to 


no guſt 
bu in ſuf- 
ferirg for 
VS. 


vsand all the world; c) inltr::cting vs how to (c) Wher 
ſeeke for the comfort of our afflictions , not in we are to 
the pittifull teares, o; moaning, tongues, or looke for 
fawning entertaynements of others; but 1n the comfors 


Teſtimony of agood conſciece, a ſtrong ho 
in God, and a faithfull obedience ro his hat 
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402 Of the Toue of our Lord, + 
16d, will. And by his asking, if ſuch things as thoſe 
were execuied im the greene wood \whetby hein- 
ftinuated h,micite, &)48 would bedone tothe dry 
word ? wheiby he aymed at them he doth, 
wi:h the oracle of his owne 1nw1olable truth, 
top vp the mouths of wicked, and prophane 
perſons. For they lay, that the Greene wood 
(winch Chriſt our Lord) did {uffer all, vpon 
his owne perſon, and that, as for them ho 
are dry wood) they haue nothing to {utter tor 
themſclue:, but that it {uthceth to belecue,that 
he {utfered all . But heere our Lord 1s expreſiie 
1n thewing, that our tight of h.s muleries, in the 
way of puniſhment, mult ſpuire vs Vp to 
make v5 bitterly lament our owne Mmueries, 
the way of finne ; and that the ſeeing or be- 
lcening of thole atthictions endured 41, be tor 
Vs, Would not ferue our turne, vnlciſe we ap- 
plyed them troourſoules, by true contrition. 
By theſe external] acts of loue, and by 
thoughts, when the occations of acting tayled, 
did our Lord goe wearing out, that long way 
berweene PiLits houſe, and Mount Caluary. 
(d) Our Hauing (d) the pertidious Prictts and Elders 
Lord was on the one fide, and the prophane icoffing 


COpaſſed ſouldiers on the other. The exccutioners 
Ja On cue. 


ry ae by 
+: gk for aſedicous, and 2 travterous perſon in the 
troate, rey TIED Per: 

exe: 5! ali that world , The people would 
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ACCOrung to his OWne tatcs,, ornather phion- 
ly. And they Who could vo! follow tim in 
the itreets, would not tay lc ww place thcUiclues 
im the windowes; making vp (like lemeken- 
nell ot wade-mouthed dogs ) the tu cry of 
Traytour, Dcuili, Soriccicr, Diunkawd, lwot, 
| Halle prophet, Hypocite , Blatz hcmer, and 
a hundied repreackes movie then thicie, Which 
their unmortali malice, would be tte to datt 
out ayainlit him. 
And bculides, 1th, very probable, that 
they would accompany ticie bitter Words 
with bai batous deeds; tor hat thuuld binder 
them, tince they had all power in their hands 
and (1c :prings of poylon in ther hart lhey 
below kicking him on, as they would haue 
done foie mad mutlled dogoe; when thiovgh 
the excetle of weaknes he a+ i(ca:ce able to 
goc; andthey aboue, whit he wasreſting, 
would be calting vncleaneiles vpon lis laced 
head. 
Our Lord the while, had his holy eyes 
caſt down, but his ha:t was :ayled;his hands 
werc bound, but his atfect.ons wv cie at liverty, 
andenlarged. He wenttulviling the Piophe- x ,., 
fies; Sicut homo non atidiens, © [icut Mut non 4- : 
periens os ſuum. [ike aman wi.o had not bene 
able to heare, what they tayd apainſt hum;and 
as farre from ſpeaking to them, as it he had 
bene wholy dumbe ; and as S. Gregory layth, 
Our coogtariones mig:torum neerAtt, bluiphomantium Greg WL 
Fces mon audicba;. And he vi ho knew ceuen all + pf. rt 
their wicked thought: Would notfo much as 75s 
; CCc2 --, - Femme 
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404 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
ſceme to heare their blaſphemous words. To 
confound our great impatience, or (to ſpeake 
more properly ) our want of Faith and loue, 
when we will not, for the glory of God, and 
in imitation of his diuine exaple, (who endu- 
red (o infinitely much for vs) endure the leaſt 
reproach, orſo much as any touch that way, 
without reply, and perhaps, reucnge. 


The Crucifixion of our Bleſſed Lord; bu quicke 
ſenſe, and [euerall paynes diſtzotly felt: 
nd of bus vuſpeakeable patience, and 
Lone to vs therem. 


CHAP. 69. 


HE hower was then all run out, and 

y our Lord Iesys, who, according to that 
Phiiip. 2+ of the bleſſed Apoſtle, Thonght it no wrong to e- 
fteeme himſelfe equallto bis Father , did empty him- 

@) The {efe, not only by taking the nature ot man v- 
_ pon him, but he did alſo, humble brmfelfe 1w1th- 
were put all,to dexth , yea,and to the very deaih of the croſſe, 
#paine ve which was the moſt opprobrious of all others. 
ponour They had ſtripped him thrice before, ſtarke na- 
Lord, but ked, in the Court of Pilate. Firſt when they 
with cir- went to ſcourge him; & then, when they put 
cumſtan- on the Purple Robe, and after when they diſ- 


ces Which ,qQbeq him, and lcd him towards the Croſle, 
did much 


increx(e In his owne cloathes. And now (a) they did | 
both is Ft fame againe, but with the addition of two | 
paine and <7 cumtcances, which did extremely increaſe 
thante» both his ſhame, and paine. For Jus garments 
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4 end Saviour Teſws Chrift. ; 405 
were evicn baked, as it were, to his ſacred bo- 
dy , both by the length of ryme , which had 
occurred betwene his beginning and ending 
that lalt, and moſt doloraus proceſſion of his, 
berwene Pilzis houſe and Mount Caluary , as 
allo by the weight of the Crofle, which du- 
ring partof that tym?z , lay with intollerable 
po vpon his thoulders , and laltiy, by the 
inding ot his armes and hands, both to his 
body, and to one another. T hele cloathes be-- 
inggrownelo fait to his ficſh, and pluckt off, 
by thoſe rude hands, with as much rigor as 
they could tel how to vie, mult needs increaſe 
his torment to a ſtrange proportion. 
It could not allo chooſe, but that his 
ſele of ſhame was alſo rayſed to a great height. 
For betore, that ſacred humanity was ſcene, 
but by as many as could throng into Pilates 
Court. But now, ypon the top of Mount 
Caluary (as if it had bene, ata kind of gene- 
ral] day of Iydgement) Romans, Grecians, 
Pagans , Iewes, and they of all the Prouinces 
of the Eaſt, Prieſts, and people, men and wa- 
men, ofall conditions, and ages, and in fine, 
an Epitome of the whole world, was preſent. 
For the increaſe of his contuſion, andto 
hide the hatefull ſpots of their iniultice, they 
| led, in his company , two murthering theeues : 
| tq execution, that (b) their notorious crimes, () Why 
| might make ſome impreſſton or influence cf mo 
bad afpedt, ypon the innocency of our Lord CS 
Itsvs. And to the end that the worſt in all 're- g6,hec ly, 
ſpecs, might not be wanting to him, they 
= Cc3 reſol- 
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Which 
crucified 
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by the 
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re{olued that his Crotle ſhould itanll 1n the 
madit of the other rwo, asin the morchono- 
rable place of infamy . This crojle they now 
brought 11m ro; and as before they laid it ypo 
him, they tau him now , vpon it. It was al- 
ready bored through. And it perhaps rthev 
had made thoſe holes, which were micant for 
his hands, turther off trom thoſe others which 
weredeputecd tor his tecte, the the legch of his 
body Would beare ; they mult be taine to add 
to the reſt of his zormets, that other ot the rack, 
to make the reach: For their particular cotort, 
who tor his {ake thould be aiilicted in the 
ſame kind, by the per{ecutours of his Church. 
The execurtoners being there, with 

their hamers and nayles, did extend & ſpread 
him vpon that hard bed of dcath ; and they 
tranſpieritthoſe hands of Charitv, and thoſe 
{eete 01 humility, X purity, with tharpe l{troge 
nayles , Urigen in , bya multitude of biowes; 
making his pretious body the very anuie, 
« 20 { waa the hammer ot our (c) ftinnes, did 
by the hands of thoſe cruciticr+ , beat ſo hard. 
If any one of them relented , at the light 
ot that diuine {weet ſadnes , through the 
compatſion , Which ſuch an obicct as that, 
could not eaſily chooſe but exact, euen of I'y- 
gars, It tended but to the increale ot his paine. 
Forthe more kind they were, the longer they 
werelikely to dwell about doing thar office, 
and ſo the more cruel] they tell out to be. It, on 
the other ſide, as they woided his hands, with 
theirs, {fo they hadalfo in their will, a vehe- 
ment 
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4 and Samnr leſus Chriit. 407 
ment deſire of h1s deſtruction, and death; that 
cruelty and tinne of their hart, went! 1cighit 
to his ; and wounded him w ws through his 
loue © them, then, — thei hate, Ep 
wounded him . So that, whether.they we 
cruell ro him, more or lefle , being contide: - 
In theſe -lucs, yet TT regard of him, all \5 ; OUGHT 
by {d) way of increating torment. 

| JT heextreme parts of our body, v hich 

| beour head, our hands, and our tecic, hauc all (@) All 

| thole VCEeines, aid arteries, aid [1:12 e = ut wroughe 

Vp, and as it were, dtiuen by the aliec Te ot by vayof 

NALUTE, INTO a Nato compaſle, which goe at ——— 

cale, through larger parts. I he fiethly parts es 4; 

of the bodv, are Qull, in comparilon of thote x and 

others ; and imirved {o dull, as that, compared 

with theſe, they can icarce, in etjcct, be taid to 

teele. Yet who is he, that, it betwg a perion of 

honor” he were content that his fieth (hould 

be pierced, or but eue the typ ot hiv. eare ſhowid 

be publikel y bored through, tor another+ taul;, | 

would not thinke that he had w rought a TR | 

ot wonder ot loue. But now, the linewcs a.c 
they, which are truly ſeotible, of i) arpe, and 

ſtinging Paine. Whereot we lee tlic EXPE® 
rience, in them who are fubiect to the rooihs 
ach. Which, as 1t 15 the thing tha: mole: JOBS 
mad'; ſo enen men, are little beter, 1! indeed 
tiicy r WT it in extremity ; aud al], but be 
caulc jome one finevwe 1 trerred, hy the def 
cent of rhewme , Which remains abuur the 
Toote of 2 tonth. Che torment {hentore wot! 
Ou bleled Lord endured, as botore, by hi: 

(.C 4 C41 
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408 Of the Loue of our Lord, p | 
Crowne of thoncs, ſo novv by the nayles of 


his hand» and cet, what were they but great 
things, which wata name;lince they were ſut- 
tered 1n parts-which were the proper ſeates, as 
2 man ina : {ay,of the [c:iciue loule, wheie the 
ſnews meet;X wheiby the whole body after 
a compedtiou« maner, as be molt atilicted. 
To this let y> a.'d the coniide: ation of 
this other truch which was once touched be- 
fore. Chat through the peitection and purity 
of his complexion, and conſtitution, Chrilt 
our Lord had incomparably, a quicker ſelec of 
feeling, then any creature who eucrliued . A- 
ainc, let it be weighed, how he was a contt- 
nuali Mailter of himſeite, and was neuer to be 
pur to any ſuch laynring, as men ſometymes 
are {ubie&t to; who by any great exceſle of la- 
ſting paine , are broupht trom any tecling at 
all, therot. Yea the realon of Chriſt our Lord 
was fo farre from being traſported 1n the leaſt 


{e) Our dqeoree, as thatliefelt (ce) the 1ecmainder of cue- 
Log did ,,,® EYE 

ry one of the buffets, which had bene giuen 
feel cuery 


EE. him, and of euery one ot the ſtripes ot h13 bo- 
PLynck as dy, & of eucry one of the thornes of his ſacred 
ciltingiy, Dead, and of cuery one of the nayles ot his 
as it he bleſſed hands and feetc, in as diltint, and 
had f:le cleere, and ſeuerall a manner, as it he had fſuf- 
but oaly fered but that one only tingle paine, Whatſoe- 
One, uer 1t were. So alſo the ſcuerall cauſes which 
atilited his minde , 4id neither yeild ro one 

another, nor drowne nor maiſter them of the 

body; but euery ſingle gricte of his minde, was 

a5 diltin&lyfeltas any one of the alone could 

be 
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þe. Wheras when others are ſubieRt to ſeuctall 
paine, and griete; the maiſter-paine 1s that 
which cartyes away all their thoughts trom 
thereit . As a vchement fit of the Goute, or 
Stone puts away all remebiance of an ague; 
and asa very killing gricte ot minde, wil 
make a man forget any bodily paine. 
Yer all this paine, or 1ather all theſe mul- 
titudes of ſeuerall, and molt exceli,ue corporal 
incs, (togeather with a clcere beholding of 
the deadly and vndeſcrued malice wherwith 
they inflicted them vpon him) were not of 
power, citherto winde him vp into the due 
eſtimation of his owne ſouciaigne dignity, 
which was ſo prophaned,; or to Jet him down 
into any diminution of his charity; or to make 
him behould mankind, which by their tinnes 
muſt all be accompred to haue conſpired to- 
geather more or leiſe, to his death ) with any 
other eyes then of endleſſe pitty , though, by 
inltats, they wentincrealing their cruelty. For 
howſocuer a man might Toke that what 
they had alrcady done, mult needs be al which 
they could doe;and that nothing more remay- 
ned to be deuiſed, which might add to the mi- 
ſery of our bleſſed Lord; Yet ſec a while, how 
farre the rage, and wit, of cruelty, and of en- 


uy, 15 able to reach . For, by (t) rearing the (f)The 


Croſlc vp aloft in the ayre, that it might fall 


with more ſtrength and torce intothat hole of our 
Which had bene made of purpoſe for it m the Lor) fi 
F earth, 2nd that {o It might be able to iticke falt increaſed, 


tein; wha: a diflolution muſt the whole 
frame 


— 
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the tor- 
ments of 
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were re- 
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410  Ofthe Lowe of our Lord, = | 
frame of the body of our Lord , needs find, in 
all the ioynts therotk. 
Intallibly the parts of his pretious body 
were all diſioynred .. And leaſt it thould bg 
chought that this were but a pious, and on- 
ly polſible imaginatio, without further groud, 
let it be remembred how Daxid {aid of theſe 
perſecutors, in the perſon oft Chriſt our Lord, 
Dinumerauerunt omnia off.« mea; | hey numbred 
all my bones . Wixch cannot well be done, 
whe they are titted to their natural places; bur 
when they arc once wel put out of 10ynt, they 
puth torth, and appeare toanyeye, With eale. 
And in another place it is {aid of him in his 
owne perion, Contremuerunt omnis 0of14 me, 
which implyes ſuch a generall kind ot com- 
motion ot ali the bones, in the skinne, as {o 
many itones would be ſubiect to, in any bagg 
if 1t were well ſhaken. 
Nay his torments were moreouer of 
that kind, as that during all thoſe tull threg 
howers, wWherin he was hanging ypon the 
crofle, they increaſed of themiclues, by the 
natural] weight of his owne body. For that 
weight, made treth wounds. both in his hands 
and teete, by making the to: mer grow higher 
and}wider, and the whole frame of his body, 
more out of 1oynt . We(g) haue ſeene alrcady, 
how the wounds of his head, had bin renew- 
ed & increaſed by thoſe blowes of the Recd, 
and fo alſo cuen , by the very weight therof, 
they went increaling euery minute. We haue 
ſeen how the words of his body which were 
Fine) 
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«nd Sauiour Teſs Chrift. qr 
iuen him by thoſe icourges , were renewed 
4 the often putting ON, A! 1d off his cloathe.. 
And now they weie all increaled, by the ex- 
ce{ſjue cold, which þ1+ nakednes gauz him, 
through his comnung to lately, trom that tire 
of heate, which h1s fagellation, his cor 0natico, 
his proceſlion, and his creeping, or crawling 
vp the hill, had caſt him into. And that c a 
was alſo augmented atterward, by ancchex 
miraculous accident which was grOWIng v- 
on the whole world at once, as 1 mult thorr- 
ſ, thew . And heere we lee how the wetohr 
of his pretious body , doth ſtill increaſe the 
torment of his facred hands and teere, and 
conſequently of the whole body 1: cite. 


Of the exceſttue torments *f our Lord, and how þe 
44 blaſphenzed by all {ortes of perſons, and 
of the diuine ptiience and Tone, wher- 
wh he btre s: all. 


CHAP, -0, 


H r « paſſton was fo highty o2vond alt 

pretident of former ages, and perſons; a 
that our I,ord himlelte , though nevied, at 
that, & all rymes elſe 20 carry his ſufferance in 
profound filence d1d yer innite vs thus, long 
betore, to the coOntideration therot , by the 
mouth of his holy Prophet, 9 yos omnes 944 ir. 
is per pram, artendire > videre [i eft dolor, (1cut do- 
lr meus. O a {l you 15! o pa ſe byt] 'e wa), obſeruc & 


ſee,if there be any oriefe, !i"e this of mine. Vers taut! 
all- 


[:rom, Ls 


412 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
another , in the perſon of Chrilt our Lord, in 
Pſalms. 63. the Paſhon, mn al:ntudinem maris, Cc tempeſt us de- 
merſut me. I came anto the depth of the Sea, and I 
hene bene euen drowned in the tempeſt. He came in- 
tothe depth of thoſe thoughts, wherot the ho- 
Pſa, v1. ly Prophet faid, chat chey were too pery deepe: Ni- 
mts kd x faite ſune cogttationes tus . A Sea it 
was rather of mud, then waters, and he was 
P/uim. 63. plunged , 2 l1moprofunds, C> non eft ſub3lantia,in- 
to that pit of mire,trom winch he could nether 
be free, nor tind any relting place, tor his feete, 

therein . Nor is it itrange, that he thould fa 
that he was drowned, when ypon the Croſle 
he came into the Tempett iced: lince we 
find that in the garden, where this Tempeſt 
was only preſent to his infagination, it "44 OY 
molt colt him his lite. The imaginatio of tear- 
full men, doth often, by way of anticipation, 
repreſent things worſe, then they proue in- 
deed, becauſe they ſceme to teele , whatſouer 
their weake harts arc induced to feare. But in 
the minde of our Lord Iesvs Chriſt, it could 
not be ſo, for he foreſaw things, lt as they 
were to proue; and that bare torelight, had caſt 
him into that bitter Agony; it had made him 
powre out a ſweat of bloud; and it had for- 
Me ced him to {ay,that brs very ſoule wes ſad euen tothe 
* *dexth. Awondertull thing it were, that a coale 
| of fire , ſhould be buricd and drowned in wa- 
= -_ _ ter, & yet thould corinue ſtil] to burne. Chriſt 
bay. loue 27 Lord is this (a) liuing coale, of the fire of 
four Tout; for though he wereall ſteeped , & foa- 
Lord. kd, and euen drowned in the wate of _ 
1013 


| _— NY 
and Sauiour Teſus Chrift. 412 : 
Aion for our linnes; Yet, 40uJs mulrs 107 potue- Cont, $; 
runt extinguere ritaens , The ticry coale of his : 
loue, could not be quenched, by thoſe many 
waters. Nayas wind doth kindle other coa- 
les, ſo did theſe waters of tribulation, kindle 
this of his Joue to vs. 

Already ypon his condemnation , the 
Tyrtle or cauſe of his death , w ax delivered 1N 
writing by Plate, to be fixed to' the inftru- 
ment therof, i hich was his Croſſe. This tytle 
carried theſe words, 1e/is Natarents, Rex Iudeo- Matr, 27% 
rum: leſws of Nazareth, King of the leires. And Eta, 
for ſo much as concerned the intention of P;- Marc. .& 

Late, it was deliuered by a kind of chance. But 1000208 | 
the ſuperiour prouider: ce of God, did ordayne 
for reaſons of infinite witedome, that it ſhould 

be ſo. And although the wick ed Iewes were 

ſcandalized therat, and would faine haue had | 
ir changed, trom ath: __ potituely, that be bid; 

was king of the lewes, to a laying only, Thathe 

bad ſad ſo, yet could they not be gratitied ther- 

In. The words were written in Hebrew, Grecke, 

and Latine, which were the mother, and mai- 
ſter-rongues of the world, and ſo were to con- 
tinue to the worlds end. And now they were 
conſecrated. in molt particular manner, to the 
publique {eruice ot our Lord God; and as ſuch 
they are, and will be vied un the holy Catho- 
like Church, whatſocuer is ered by the 
aduerſaries therof who arc allo the aduetfaries, 
both of the tigne of the material] Crofle of 
Chriſt, and ot the liuing Croſſc alc, which 1+ 
Mortification and Penance . Bui the while, 
$otugh 
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14 UT IE ME Of ORY LOwE 9» 
though Almighty God had his ends hcerin for 
our good, (as hath been ſayd) yer their malice 
went by other wayes; and they vied itto no 
other purpoſe, which was only tor the increa- 
ſe of his ignominy, in the cyes ot them, who 
ſecing ſuch a glorious Tytle aboue, and {ucha 
Matts 19, dolorous and deiected perſon vnderneath, 
Merc.zz. Mightthe more readily, and profoundly con- 
Luce 23" temne him3 and our Lord did with cxcelle of 
Ioan.ive Charity ſtoopeto all. 

Theſouldiers, whilſt he was ſuffering, had 
ſo little care, or thought of him, as that initant- 
ly they were at lealure, to tallto riteling tor 
his cloathes. And they who made no dithcul- 
ty to breake through, & tearc his ſacred body, | 
fro head to foote, tooke care not to breake, or 
cut his ſeam-leſle coate. Our ILord was lil co- 
tent with all, and notonly was he reſoJucd to 

1vec his life tor their ſouics, but he gaue way, 
that his cloathes thould appaiell the bodies of 
Matt, 6, his perſecutors. He had ſaid betore that eur bo- 
dies were more worth the our garme's. And it this be 
true in our caſe, how much more infinitely 
true, was 1tin his. Both becauſe, through ow 
Pridc, our cloathes be richer the he ever wore, 
and becauſe our bodyes are {o much baſer, the 
that molt pure, and pretious body of his. But 
theſe wretches did ca{t yp their account after | 
anothei fathion, ma:iung all thingsels, with | 
great Figutes, but efteeming this Lord ot all 
fnings tora meere Cypher. 

Theſacred Text doth furthernote, that 
they , being aprounegd to yyaich & guard _ 

whi 
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| whilſt he was hanging vpo the Croſſe, were | 
ſo tar trom _—_— 21y pait of his forrovw our 
ot pitty, as that they {et b themiclues dow ne, (b)Barbas 
at their calc, Which a man would tcarce hauc rous | 
done, al the dcath Ot any COMmonn TOgUC, c- Wretches; 
| pectall\y it 11 were a dcath of torment. Let Pa- | 
£2 s take tlicir picalure> tor a ty me, hen the 
| Sonne of God, 1>{uffeting ſuch bitter paine for 

them. Let the prophanc {ouldiers ot Pilate 
(v ho tigure out the Libertines of this work tic 
dow ne, and take their ec, notwithicanding 
that our Redceimer, Made? CHoyce of PaNC and 
by chooting 1t, did tacthitate andſauctity it, 
ypon lus owne lacred perſon, to our Ve. | 

Burt as tor vs, Who are Catiiolikes, 

and Caualliers of Chriſt , Jet it be tarre trom 
vs to doate vpon delights, which he auoy- 


ded, and to abhorre #tfronts and paines, Perwerd | 
s Which he imbiaced. It were, as S. Be-nard fanth, fr ; 
| ar yncomly thing, for any inferwur membcr of 4 body, feito om- 
| ; 


fo hunt afrey cc mmodity, and eaſe, when the head of num $$, 
the ſame by dy 5hould be crowned and pierced with 
thornes | Pudeat [ub caprie ſpinoſo mevr wn fiers delt- 
(4;um.] Our head 1) crowned, and we are not 

| liuing parts of his body, but the Canker of he- 
| relic Py conſumed ys, 0: at lealt the Gan- 
orene of ſeniuality hath killed vs, it Wen tte; 

| not, togeather wit h thus Head by true Colnpal- 

| fton; Which true compaliion, mplic:, not 2 

| pittying,, but a 10171 3D rg, according GO 

| ouritrength of body, and the Koa antcy of Tye 
loue, to the bc honed; and vy liich at 1 le UC 
Ugdeed more cably Your ima) perlyyade the 
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416 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
ſoule which hath it, nor to liuc, then the bo= 
dy not to (uffer. 

The mortall life of our bleſſed Lord was 
drawing on apace towards an end; but yetfor 
the little while that it was to Jalt, he was not 
content Wich that one Crofle alone, to which 
he was na; led by the cruell hands of thoſe ex- 
ecutioners, but he admitted allo of other cro(- 
ſes, to which he was thor, by the blaſphemous 
tongues of all thoſe kindes of people which 
were pr:ſent. They had put him out of the 
reach of their tingars, that he might hange as 
he did ypon Irons, in the ayie. Bur yet they 

aue him not ouer ſo, for they wounded hig 
\<ongh xr moſt blaſphemons, and bitter ſcoffs. 


Matt. 27. The people which palt introopes, be- 


Marc. Io 


loan. IS» 


fore him, did, with ſerpentine tongues, and 
countenances full of ſcorne, cry out yah) to 
him. And they accompanted it with the moſt 
contumelous geſture, and iogge of the head, 
which they could deuiſe,as the holy Scripture 
it ſelfe doth inſinuate . And that interieCtion, 
with the words that followed , doe as bad as 
« fay afterthis manner: Thou wrertch, thou hy- 
@ Pocrire, thou vgly impoſtor; thou wert talk- 

ing of wonders, but to whatan end hath thy 
® wickednes brought thee, now at laſt ? Thou 
® hadſt a minde ro bea King, but what beggar 
& is ſo baſe as not to be thy bertter?mighrir pleaſe 
« your Maieſty ro come downe from the croſle, 
« that we, your moſt humble and fairhſnll ſer- 
@ vants, and vaſſalles, may doc you homage ? 
i Thoutalkedit of being the Sonne of God, o- 

E 


' and Sauonr Teſw Chriſt,  aqry7 
the Sautour of the world; Will it pleaſe your g 
Diuinity, to be good to your « umanity; Will 
it pleaſe you ro let your Cha:ity beginne at , 
home , and to fauc your tel'e ? '] hou tal- 
kedit of what thou couldit do, it thou vert 
diſpoſed;and that the Temple, as but a toe; 
and that thou wer: able to put in downe and 
rayſ{eit vpagaine, in a tice . Might your Om- 
nipotecy be mtreared to beginne wath throw- 
ing downe that Crotle, and to calt away thoie 
nayles; and by wggling, to play leaſt in fight, 
as informer occations you laue been known 
to doe. Wah, wretched, wicked thing , the 
worſt of creatures, the out calt of the world; Y 

we hate thee, we abttoire thee, we deſpite cy 4 den 
thee, we ſpitatthee, we dety thee. The carth monftras 
hath retuſed ro be trod ypon any longer by tion thax 
thoſe pernicious feete of thine; the heauen is the blaſe 
walled vp againſt the entry of {ſuch a miſcreac PRCmues 
as thou. Theres no place for thee buthell, dye _— 
thertore quickly, and be damned, redagainit 
Theſe are intinite blatphemies, and we gyr ble. 
all abhorre them all, as we dog the deu}l him- fed Lord 
ſelte; but infallibly, they ate but criuiall rhings weremoſk 
in compariſon ot thoſe others , which were enour- 
darted out indeed , avainit our bletſed Lord ous 
Vpon the Crolle. For (c\ tince they aRed ns, 
their worſt by the way of doing, they would ,; 


| Seen the hol! 
be ſure notto fall thort in ſaying, And the "res 
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rage they had, would quicken yp their Wits; toucherh 

and the exce(ſiue wrongs which then already, themin - 

they had done him, would exact at their hids, 12 few, 

a making good of what was paſt, by the viter- v95v*: 
Dd moſt 
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Of the Lowe fo our Tord, 

moſt demonſtration of how deepely they de- 
reſted himatthat preſent. 'The high Prieſts be- 
fides, are recorded in holy Scripture to haue 
putſcoffs ypon him, after a particular manner, 
and they ſayd to this effect, This fellow, had 4 
gift tohelpe otber folkes, buthe hath not the trcke 
to ſauehimſelfe. If be, be the King of Iſraell, let him 
come downe from the Crofie, and we will beliege him. 
The good m3 dt put ns truſt in God, butaf God haue 
a minde to him, {ct him take him. 

The barbarous ſouldiers alſo were ſtill 
ypon their old haunt of ſcorning him; hauing 
bene bribed, in all appearance, by thoſe wic- 
ked lewes, euen from the beginning when 
he was {courged, and crowned with thornes. 
And they were ſo yoyd of pity, as to be ot- 
tering him vinager, hbubh they did, but e- 
uen that in teſt, and ſcorne, at that tyme wher- 
as Wine was Wont to be giue to all men, who 
were placed in that dead]y trance. Yea ande- 
uen one of thoſe yery theeues, who then were 
ſuffering death togeather with him, tooke 
tyme not to thinke of his owne torments or 


unminentdeath, togeather with the danger of 


eternail damnation which he was in, — 
the luſt he had to be like thoſe ſanages vnder 
whome he luffered; and |l,c would needs be 


then atleature, to 1eproach, & blaſpheme our 
Dlelled Lord, 


How 


a 


CY 
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How ofty Lord Teſus did exerciſe the Offices of Re- 
deemer and Instruttour vp-u the Crojſe , and =» 
of the three ſyſt wordes, rn ch 11911 1+ 
" Comparable Lowe, he | {614d from 
tec. 


CHAP. 7r. 


Ven was the cclty of all kinds of pea» 
dg ple againſt our Loid, as lic was hanging 
ypon the Crotle, and inch was theatiliction, 
which in the interiour part of ht foule hetelr, 
vpon cuery one of thoſe particuijar panes, and 
{corne<.Nour Was thee {0 muh,as ONnC lingle 
word, aſigne, gelture,or a thought of malice, 
Inany one of all thoſe many }. ai which wet 
notto his, by the way of v:1<te. Yet {ee allo 
how it wroughtin the was 0 loue. Asſoone 
as the Croile was reard , ai. :t1at already they 
had ſet al thoſe markes vpou !1.m, which were 
to carry him to his grave {6 that ftullle was (2) Our 
hearing the bitter icofts, & blaiphemies wher- p qu (x, 
by they prophaned his lacred cares ; he went ſy; he 
exerciſing two of h1s CliiciC OIhCes,, in amolt Megia- 
admirable manner, and in a mott eminent tour of 
degree. Our re- 
Theſe /a) were, to be the Nediatour of demption 
| our Redemption , and the Doctour, in that m_—_— 
Chaire of the holy Crojle, tor our 11ſtruction. - —— 
Hethen turned himlſcite in molt gratious, but (1.1, 
moſt dolJorous manner to his eternall Father; by way of 
beſeechino hin to forgive al their fines, Who inflrattrs, 
FT Det ha 


Ibid, 


Matt.%, 


() Oue 
Lord 

had far 
more care 
of vs, the 
of him+ 
ſelfe, 


420 Of the Lowe of our T.ord, 
had any Way concurred to that death of his. 
Fa;her iayth he) jorciue them, for they k1tow nat 
wheat they do. Ot Ged, as Goi!, hc knew not 
how tO hope tor luch atauour, inrefpect ot 
tem, and thertore he conmres him by the te- 
der name ot Fathet; thatio he remebring him 
to be that molt belJoued Sonne, { he in whome 
he was &ll pleaſed | he might be mercitull ro 
thole wretches, whole cautc he had vnadertake 
to plead. For, howloeuer they had tound in 
their harts to give him ſo many wounds of 
death, with{o much icorne and rage, yet he 
could not find in his, to torſake them in theyr 
inns, but to begye that they might haue grace 
to returne by penance . And becauſe he catily 
torelaw , that the crime was to enormous ot 
it {clte; his vnſpeakeable charity went ſeeking 
wales, how to exculc the grieuouſnes therof, 
by taking a parttrom their malice , and aſcri- 
bing it to theur ignorance Who committed it. 
And he who in that Agony in the Garden, 
pou but conditionally, that the bitter Cha- 
ice of his puniſhment, might paſle tiom him, 
had ſo much more (b) care of them, then ot 
himſelf,as to pray,in abſolute termes, that the 
Chalice of Gods tury , mightnot come to the. 
Not only he did it in abſolute termes , but he 
did it, at his death; when Fathers are not wot 
to refuſe their ſonnes. And he did it moreouer, 
an the midit of thoſe exceſſjue torments, when 
euen enemies vſe to gratify one another : and 
he didit by Way of repreſcting ſo good a rca- 


ſon tor the gbtayning of his ſute , as m__— 


— 


4 ES 


—_— —e— _- ” Em 


and[Sauronur Telus Chit. [27 
he wouid conuince, and oblige tle ] teina!l 
Father to graunt it. 

Ft was true that they knew nor, that he 
was the naturall Sonne ot! God, but that igno- 
rance was their fault, and aiuit punitkment of 
blindnes, for their other jtinnes. And the wor- 
kes which he had done, did manitelt him to 
be, winathe ſaid he was. And though he had 
notbene the Sonne of God, yet their OW 1C 
conlcrence told them, that he could not but 
be a man of God, and of a moit innocent and 
holy lite;and the:tore they ought in reaton t9 
haue been yery tarre trom tending {ucn a 
rune, as they brought him to. There was 
thertore, much to be {ail againtt them, & little 
for them . But yet our Lord, througit his 11tt- 
nitelouz, did let paile that much, and lad 
hold of that little. And be was heard by the F.- 
ther for his reyerence . And Many ot thole m:- 
ſerable men, were conuecrted by the migi- 
ty hand of God; andnotonly many ot them, 
but many millions ot our foules in atter 
ages are dayly conuerted, m1 the vertue and 
ſtrength , of this holy Prayer. Now with- 
all, tnis ſoucraigne Doctour did then read ma- 
ny leſſons in one. Namely 'c) that we muſt, , 4 , 
excule the faults, and much more, the ditpu- \,.q, &..n 
cable cales, which occurre by way ot queition, whi t: i5 
whether or no our neighbours haue done ill; gun vs 
yeaand euen we are to pardon our greateſt e- by tt: 
nemies, in admiration and imitation of thi; "74 
divine charity of Chrilt our Lord . For what- , "4 
ſacuer affronts or wrongs, they may be office © oh 
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422 _ Of the Tone of our Tord. 
ring to pit vpon Vs; wWihotlees not What flea- 
bytngs they mutt be, im copariion of the wo, 
into winch our Lord was cait, Vpu the croſle? 
Betides that he was the King ot glory, and d1d 
(ulſer tor vs, wit were the molt wicked ila- 
ues of Sathan. Since theretore ve were tor- 
given, being the enemics of God, and who 
were in allrealon, ro be condemned, to hell 
tie, for our many and mot! gricuous finnes; 
what r1g,our thall we not delſerucat his hands, 
it wetorgiue not our enemies, tor loue of him. 
N ow to letys lee withall, how farre he 
was from loofing any thinge in the bght of 
God, by induring the buter paine andigno- 
miny of the Croftlc ; hetell- vs, in language 
ws inough, that the Father who betore, 
ad deliuered all power into his hands, did 
meane noching lefle then to reſume the ſame, 
and he ſhewed cuen then, that he was God. 
(d) The Fog initantiv he(d \{ub!cribed the petition of 
19 03 the Good Thiele , who zebuked the blaſphe- 
our Lord MY of dis companion , and beſought our Lord 


ty 
"3 


to the that he would remember him, when he should be tn has 
good kmedome” with ſuch a oratious Frdt, and vpon 
'Thiefe, 


one fingle, and thortrequelt, as may aboun- 
datly ler vs ſee, that we ſerue no letle the an in- 
finite God; & that it colts him nothing, to giue 
Kingdomes; or rather that it coſts him much; 
but that he 1s content to impart them to vs, at 
an caly rate. Yeacuen as eaſy as it is toaske,ſo 
eaſy thall it be for vs ro haue, it death preuent 
Vs of being abl> to doe other workes of pen- 
AAaNnCce. And buiies ve learne by this, that 

QUT 


Luc. 23s 


end Sznur Teſus Chit. 4:3 
our Lord is {o libzra'l , a1d {otull of lIeue to 
our telicity, as that he takes noday with vs 1f 
thediſpotinon which we bing, be good any 
more then he did to this happy Thiete, who 
heere did make fo good a tul point of tealing, 
as that atter afort, he may be accontcd to haue 
ſtolne away the kinguome ot heauen; and he 
obtayned, that t:i1s t{2ntence thould be pro» 
nounced by the moth ot truth it ſelte, It sall 
beſo, and thus very day, thau alt be with me ws 
Paradiſe. | 

O infinite yoodnes of our Lord, wha 
had fogorten as it were, to [peake when it co 
cerned him to hauc an{wered tor himlelte; but 
who had neuer yet learnt to hold his peace, 
when his {peach might cocerne the comtort 8 
ſaluation of ſuch as detired the ſame. Hereby 
we may cleetly tind the great force of Grace, 
which at an inſtant, is able to make a great 
Saint of the greateſi,finner. So that, as we may 
not preſume of Gods mercy atthe laſt hower 
of our lite , becauſe we ſee what became ot he 
wicked Thicte, ſo by the goed Fhietes exaple 
weare bound not to de{paire therot . Withall 
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we may well perceaue in the perſon of Chrilt (ec) There 
our Lord, who was wholy innocent; and of 15 no kind 


the good Thiefe who was growne penitet; & 
of the wicked Thiefe, who was hardened in 
his finne, thar (e) in this life of tryall, there 


isno kind of me who can expect to liue with- 1, 


of peo »le 
which 1s 
notint!.is 
lite to 
eare 2 


out their Croſſe; as heere we ſee, that all three Crofl>, 
forts of men, are crucified. Cood men hane cl. de 
their Crolles , and ſo haue the bad , and ſo alſo [44 Yerdis 
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424 Of the Lone of our Lord, : 
haue they wito, of bad, grow gvod. But with 
this dilference 1: goes, that the Croſſes of good 
mea, end in glory, and of the bad, in cucrla- 
ſting rorment and thame. 

Now tince our Lord was ſo mercitull 
to this good Thiete, though he had led all his 
life in tnne; how much more would it con- 
cernchim not to be ynmindfull of his deereit 
triends, and eſpecially ot his all-Immaculate 
mother, and h1+ beloued Ditciple . This Mo- 
ther and Diſciple had tound him out, as he 
was palling ber wene Plats Court, and Mount 
Caluary . For as much as concerncs the exce\-- 
flue griete which had dominion ouer the hart 
of the ſacred Virgin, I thall hauc oportunity 
to ſpeake heereatter of it; and tor the preſent 
I only take occation heerby, to loue the Joue 
of our Lod, who, by ordayning, that his 
blictled Mother with S. 104n, ſhould be preſent 
neetc his Croſle at the tyme ot his Paſhon . be 
ſides the enamoured penitent Saint Mary Mag- 
dalen, and M.try of Cleophas, and Salome was plea- 
ſed to add, to hi owne tormer griete, this ſe- 
cond griete , which confiltcd, in that he ſaw 
them grieue . And eſpecially in diſcerning, 
with the eyes of his minde, the tulfilling of 
that ſad propheſy of Swmcon, who toretold that 
the ſword of ſorr1w , should one day pierce the very 
ſoule, of his bleſſed Virgin- Mother. 

He had no will to call her Mother, in 
regard that he would not woiid her yet mor z 
decply , by putting her in mind of ſuch aſce- 
ming nuſc:able Sonne . But eſpectally _ 

are 
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and $.tuiour Tefus Ch. 42s 
bare to vie that name, becaule he being ſo (f) The 
odious in the eves of all that wicked, and abu- reaſon 
ſed world: 1: could not chu.c bur to au? bene Why our 
of great diladuantage to her at that ty me, to be O46 
known, and contidered tor his mother , by to cl 
many as Were {pectators there. But he «1d that Lacs pa 
in other words, with admirable charity, which the name 
did liberally prouide tor the comtort both of of mother 
her , and the whole world. For he gaue this fremehe 
blefled mother of his, to be the mother of s. Crodle, 
Ichn,and in his perſon of ail mankind, by theſe 
words of his , Veman, behold thy Sonne. And he 
aue to S. lohn, and to all the world in him, 2 . 

tytle of calling and knowing the ſacred Vi- 
gin, by the name of Mother, when hz {ayd 
to him, Behold thy Mother . So {weet a ſunge aid hid, 
this dying Swan of ours deliver, & fo rich did 
he make his holy Catholike Church, when, 
departing out of the world, he lctt it ſuch a 
lepacy as this, wherot heeratter I thall ſpeake a 
part. 
Of the darchnes which poſſeſſed the world, and the 

exceſtne deſolation winch our Tord endured with 

mncompadi able Loue , whilſt he w.: ſaying to hs 

etern.ll Fa:her, Deus Deus menus, vt guid 

dereliquiiti me? 


CH AF. 73 


[. t theſe former {euera}l words, fo full 

of divine contolation, and inſtruction, 
Were vitercd with votpeakeable lone, by our 
bleed IL ord, toouc ater the rearing of his 
Crolſle, 


| 
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426 Of the Toue of our Tord, 
Croſle, with himielte ypon it. And then cd & 
Mitt. 19. kind of darhencs ower(pread / the earth. It was not 
| Marc. 1s. potlible that it thould grow, at that tyme, by 
any naturall cauſe ot an Ecliple, tor then it 
could not haue lalted ſo very long , thatisto 
bid. ſay, three waole howers , Ab hor 4 ſexts, y[que 
ad nonam . Belides that the Sunne & Moone, 
were then in ſuch relation, and poſition in 
reſpect of one another)as that the Sunne couid 


this darknes had growne by an Ecliptc, it 
could not haue reached to be vale OUCT 
the whole carth;as yet the holy Scriptureſaith 
it was; and ſo it hath bene teſtified, and pro- 
ued, not only by the Euageliſts, whoſe word 


Seethy byS. Demis Areopagr'4, Luctanus the Martyr, Ter- 
24 tulban, & others, who wrote therot at once, in 
Bell. de 7. ſeuerall parts ot the world. Beſides that Phlee 
verb, Dom, Y P3 

gou a Pagan (which may ſerue tor the contu- 
ſion of Iewes and Atheilts in this point) attire 
meth how in that yeare, and vpon that very 
day, and hower, when our Lord did ſuffer, 
The day was turned tmto ſo expreſſe mght , 4 thas the 

Stars were then ſeenean the firmament. 
Ca) The This a) darkencs was drawne vpon the 
_—_ world, by the miraculous power of God ,' to 
+1 ay + declare the perteRt innocency of our Lord Ir+ 
darcknes 75 andthe enormity of their finne who had 
Which did condened him;& whoſe ſentence he 1cuerſed, 
ouerſpred ter this omnipotet manner. Andas in fome 
the earch 1CipeRs,it could not but be of excef[iue tcTIOUT 
'to ice 2 Noone day turne Mig-night , 35 1 
: VciC 


be, no way __— then . And, in fine, it 


1s of all authority with vs Chrittians] but allo 


and Samour Teſs Chriit. 427 
were at an initant; and that, without any na- 
turall cauſe at all: ſo yer, was an effect of the 
infinite loue of God, and ot the former Praycr 
ot Ciirilt our Lord, when he beged ihe forge- 
wenes of their ſinnes . For this was then a meanes 
of the conuerſion, and of the pennance atter- 
ward of all that rroope of people (as S. I uhe 
affirmeth ) wherby the greater part of them 
is only to be vn: derſtood who continned till 
che end of the Pailion. For they favw the won- 


_ dertull things W hich hap oened, and they re- 


turned into the citty, beatino, eucry one bhrehygF, 
through excelle of {orrow . An: LG oncry one 
of them, w ent rayſing a T rophey, to the 1nt- 
nite mercy of our Redceiner, 'b who gaue 
ſuch abundance of effectuall grace euen to rhe 
who had made thcfelues his deadly enennes, 
and that betore he was taken downe trom the 
Crofle, as if it had bene, even in reward of all 
their wickednes, and cruclty agayn!t him, 
But as now the whole world wa: ouer- 
wroveht with a material darkenes, by the mi- 
raculous hiding ot the ſunne Which did ſuch 
homage to the Creatour of all things, as by ab- 
ſenting | it ſe]lfe, to make a kind of ve wher- 
by his nakednes might rhe leſſe appels fo al- 
ſo weret he harts, ineffect, of the wv! forld 
and cp? cially of thoſe cruell { hh Nats, 
growne f, piritually datke, by the abundance 
of finne, whi ich Pits out the light of grace, 
wherfoeueric enters. Now to theſe ro kinds 
of darkene« vyhich vere at that eyme in the 
World, and wo:l:; men ; another kind ot 
OD! CL 
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obſcurity did A 1-4 __ 
in ſuch tort, as that we ad = on Lord, 
= = the world was haled n {vary 
red, there wasne *: iſ _ 
nesasthart. For ly thel £77 0g 6p" 
of that darkenes, cuen halfe a man may ſay) 
{ily diſcerne , how Niaheil an _ would ca - 
Wiſedome, the Sandtiry th 44 _ Power,the 
ty, the Princcly Maiclt, the WS beau- 
reqhes lnnmlaic Fellc; o=_ Peguny, 
= the true and naturall Sonbebe o_ my. 
—_— cd thatyme. Thi 0 < FrM 
tion of. gone, for belidzs the darkni ynne was doubly 
Chr Sunne, himſclte, who ns = the material 
our Lord, CT ed tha T* the true Sunne, 
and how and thatall Eclipſt. Fo —_— 2 moone, 
his ſupre- ſhe 1s Ecliplt, thou h ih Thi + 6g v Ia 
my digni- bright towards +, A aue her globe all 
A obſe a-towardsthe world iuſt fo Chi TP —_ 
red a- though in the ſuperiour » QATNE OUT Lord, 

£ y 'art of his ſoule, h 
ſaw God , and \yas » ht hin gl --*6ag Tang 
when heis raigning in ld, glory , as now 
feriour part thenof, there \v n, yet in the ine 
darkenes and deſolation - © 
This dre . : 

= of the —ranigd rnd rad 8 wry thote words 
_ remplatign at that tyme CL. IC WAS I CO- 
MM, 21. derelqufifine: My God m G pi en mew, vt quid 
ben mee . Miſterjous w - F 1 PY haſt thou forſ.- 
red, to ſthew the wu » which \Were Vite- 
Chrilt our Lord. Wh (0 = _—_—— 
God the —__ _ 7 the greater glory of 
hisloue toys: Jad tort! 16 <A excelle of 
5 rthe more abundant pro- 
Pltlation 
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and Satowr leſus Chriſt. 429 
pitiation and fati>faction of our linnes; & tor 
the more complete crowning ot his owne 


humility , patience , and {ſupreme pry of. 


mind; was pleaſed tro want ail kiiid of pro 
tection , which mught be of any comtort to 
him. In other reſpects he was as hath bin faid) 
ſo conioyned, and vnited to Almighty God, as 
that it was Wholy mpolſ:;ble, that cucn tor 
any one inſtant, he thould cuer be leparated, 
or abandoned by him. 

For, as God, he was vnited by way of 
Eſſence, to the Father ; as man, he was vnited 
to the Duans:y , by bypcstaircall V'nmongas> a foule, Bei. Ser, 
which ſaw the face of God, tiom the very firit © ſep5. vere 
ſtant of his Conception, he Was ynited to ©* 
him, by the Vnion ot glory . And as that Yel- 
ſell of ſanctity, which was not only all filled, 
but ouerflowed by the holy .Gholt , whoſe 
Quits he receiued , not according to any fet or 
Iimitted meaſure , but beyond all mealure, [ 
ſay, as he was this vellel of ſanctity, he was v- 
nitedto God, by will, and Grace. And tiom 
any one of theſe Vnions, not only could he 
neuer be ſeparated indeed, but not to much as 
doubt ,that he might be fo. To ſay thertore 
that he was forſaken by God, in reſpect ot any 
of thoſe former wayes of Vnion , 15 gric- 
uoully to blaſpheme the God of heauen and 
carth ;and to prophane the dignity and Na. 
zeſty of the ſoule of Chriſt our Lord ; and im- 
ptoully to interprete a2d attribute that exceſſe 


of his diuine charity, to the deepeſt dilhonout 


Whagh he could regeauey a> that moſt wicked 
ye- 


420 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
OH) Caluin (7) SeRtary hath pretumed to doe. Afhrming 
Lib. z. that our Lord deſpayred of Gods mercy y- 
antit.cap. pon the Croſlc, w hen he vttered tliole words. 
25.9 1, Andthat be felt the ycry paines of the damnid m his 
—__ " ſoule; the giearcit whetot, is the knowledge, 
arm.inc. . , | . , : 
27. Matth, and teeling ©! having lott Almighty God. 
And although he will pretend, that he 
exalts the mercy of God hceerby , ftince God 
ſuffered his Sonne to enCure the very paynes 
ot hel], tor the relicte of man; yet, (beliaes the 
hideous biaſphemy which theſe words doe 
cucn oft themſelues inuolue) the wretched 
td) A de Heretique is ſo blind withall, as not to 
* know, or {o wicked as not to confteſle, (d)that 
monſtra- to . . _ 
tis wher, 32< dignity of Chriſt our Lord was ſuch{inre- 
by tat gard ot the hypoltarica]l vnion with the diut- 
blaſphe. nity) that any one1ingle figh alone of his, be- 
my 15 ge. Ing applyed by faith and charity , had bene of 
keQted, merit to lauc innumerable millions of worlds 
of me, though cuery of them had bene as wic- 
ked,as that moſt wicked man himſelte. It ther- 
fore one only t19gh had beene inough, for the 
redemption of the world; then certainly,thole 
other many,and moſt ſublimely accomplithed 
as of yertue, Which that happy ſoule of 
Chriſt our Lord;, did worke , through the 
Waole courſe of his diuine life, being accopa- 
nyed by thoſe vnſpeakabietorments which he 
endured, witha kind of infinite loue to Vs in 
his ſacred paſſion betore his death , will make 
his redemption of ys, moſt ſuperabundantly 
copious, withour needing to haue recourle to 
any {uch impious and heretigal} blaſphemy, as 
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and Saniour Teſus Chit.  avr 

that miſerable man luckt trom the authour ot 
lyes, to be diſperſed by the dilciples of his lewd 
Doctrine. 

The Catholike Doctrine, & the ruth 
13 that which hath alrcad) bene decia: cd. 1] har 
our Loid ltSvs Was content to be dep: ied 
ot all ſenie & teeling of dumic comion, hich 
he expreſied by thole delotous words of his. 
And his pleaſute alto was, that we thould be 
told; thathe vitered them, with a Joud voy ce. 
To{e' the end that eucen trcm the molt remore a 


e \ 'h 
corners of our hard harts, we might heare the, Ry. TY 
and adore him tor them And now, as he af i.cd (pake 


not that quelition With a Jowd yo ce, av it the thy ſe 
eternall Father could not haue heard him it he words 
ſhould haue {poke fottly,lo neither did he a:ke With a 
It atall, as not knowing, or nceding, to be Joud 
certified why he was fo torlaken by h:imfince VOTuY 
our Lord knew all things. And how thould 
he be ignorant of that which fo much conce:- 
ned himſclte , he who knew the {ec:er+ of all 
harts, and how the ercrnall Farher would dit- 
poſe therof ; and in whome rly ll tcx/wmes of Colof m 
knowledge &> wiſedom were heaped yp. But he abked 
that queſtion , ro the end that we mightſeeke 
for the Anſwere of it; and ſecking it, might 

find it; and tinding 1: out, Might PITNG 0 
know both the Er1euoulnes of tinne ther 'by, 
Which was {9 tharpely punith ed ypon Gods 
owne only Sonne: the infinite trorments from 
Which we are 1o be deliuered by {uch a coltiy 
Meanes; the ineftimabr* \ajue of grace, for 
the purchaſe whisro! , ro our vie, Clift ous 
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432 the Loe of our Lord, 
Lord was content to ſel whatſocuer he could 
part withall, both in body, and reputation, & 
euen in the interiour part of his very ſoulc; 
the vnſpeakeable glory of the kingdome of 
heauen , which was only to be opened thus, 
by the Golden mailte:-key of the infinite loue 
of Chritt our Lord. For vpon the only tur- 
ning of thiz key towards vs, thoſe lockes, do 
all fly open, wherin the eternity of telicity, is 
treaſured yp tor Vs, In the houſe of God. 


Of the exceſi;ue loue which our Lord Jeſus did ex-- 
 Freſſeby the ſilence and ſoltude whernwyh be en = 
dured thoſe vnſpeakeable torments ypon 
the Croſſe: and bow, the whyle, he 
was negotiating our canſe 
with God. 


Ci AP. [>:. 
T H1s Paſſion, opens the doore of eter- 
nallfelicity to vs; but heere we ſee, how 
for the ryme, it did ſhut the gateof comfort a- 
gainit our B. Lord. For betwene the end of 
his three firſt ſpeaches, and this complaint 
which he made to his eternall Father , which 
was the firſt of his fower laſt, there paſled y- 
pon the point of three full howers; { cut gall 
which tyme, this Sonne of the Virgin did 
not once ſo much as open his bleſſed mouth. 
QO that our Lord, would heere graunte the 
ſuire of his humble fervent], whitt they deſire 
to hauc ſome light, and talt of that dolorous 
;CON-> 
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condition wherin then he was lodged for our 
tinnes. O that we might partake 1ome little 
part of that amazement, wherwai:h al ihe qui- 
res of heauenly ſpirits did abound, w hen they 
ſfaw,their Creator planted in the ayre \ _ a 
Croltle, detormed trom head to toote with t01- 
ments, prophaned with blaſphemies, & atten- 
ded in tilece by datkenes;& yer withall, totat 
from taking icuenge of any di{honor that had 
bene done him, as that he {uftered itil, with 
entire ſubmitlion , and with invincible lous 
both of God, and man. 

But that which till, me thinks, makes 
therelt more {tranpge, and wherin more of the 
God appeaies, 1sthar ſtage kind of filence a (a) The 
wherot I ipake bctore, aid that totall ablence admirable 
of expreſſing any manner of complaint, by ſo — 
much as ahy one word, yea or cuen tigh or La 
groane. It was faid betore, that our Loid hin 1 1. 
ſelte had inuited the w oild to behold the cale 414 nor 
wherin he was : and jt we Were content to do unce - 
ſo, ypon the ſuinmons of Plats Ecce hams, how F 4 -ne cle 
much more are we to tix our þarts vpon this *<r of his 
rragicall figure of our owne making;now that P72 55 v© 
weare called to it by Chritt our Lord. I can- Y** —_ 
not thinke ot this ſtrange ſpectacle , what me 
thinkes I would, norcan 1 yet ſay, whatT 
thinke, but in weake and cloudy manner. Our 
Lord giue ys graceto thinke and lay heerof, 
as we ought , and that We any doe, as he dc- 
ſerues. But certainly ſince he hath giuen ys 
fuch faculties of mind , as wherwith to won- 
Uo: at ſpange things; his meaning is, that we 
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424 Of the Loueof our Lord, 
thould imploy them vpon ſuch an obie> , as 
1s his bottomles hart, in this ryme of his han- 
ging vpothe Croi{c. For then, was he {acriti- 
cing himſelf, vpon that Croſſe,as vpo the Al- 
tar of whole world, at once. Then (b\did he, 
as 1t were, ſhut himſelte yp torthe Redeption 


our Lorg of mankind making diſpatches which he ſent, 
did nego= by moments, to the mercy and Iuſtice ſcatc of 
tiate vvp8 God; andſpeeding of all his memorialls, con- 
the crutle, cerning the creftion, and propagation of his 


Hebr + 2o 


Church, the illuminating of Pagans, the mol- 
litying of lewes, the reducing of Heretikes, 
the inſtruction of all foules, the propitiation 
of tinnes,the ſatisfaction of all paynes, the im- 
perration of all graces, and the retribution of 
thankes, forall benctits. There did he adore 
God in highett contemplation, thete did he 
proſtrate himſelt with protound humiliation, 
There did one of the extended armes ot his 
ſoule reach to the Angells in heauen , and the 
other to Lymbus below the earth; & his harr, 
the while berwene them both, wasimbracing 
the whole race of mortal] men, with defirero 
make them all one, with him, in that king- 
dome of glory, vpon the purchaſe wherot, he 
was then taburkng his hart bloud. 

He had nothing but deadly ſorrow by 
him, but he ſaw that oy before him, which 
he was eternally to take in the glory of God, 
and good of man . And therfore, Propoſito ſibs 
gaudzo, ſuilnui crucem confuſione contempta. It e= 
uer his hart did appeare to be an infinite kind 


of thing, it was in thoſe thres howezs of tor- 
| mgnty 
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ments. deſoljations, and filence. He was, at 
that ryme, withallthe world ortather with as 
many little worlds as there had bene, were, & 
were to berealonable creatures in it; but there 
was not any one of the with him, in the way 
of giuing him, theleaſt ſentible comfort. So 
that we may conclude, that his Father, and 
Sonne, andſeruant Damd,, did moſt truly, & 


litterally propheſy of him when he ſaid, Vi2i- Pfalm.ror; 
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a 


lani (c) & fattus ſum , ſicut paſſer ſoltt.erius in retto, ©) Ihe 


He was kept well uwake, like a ſolitary ſparrow vpon 
the roofe of a hone, \y hich knowes not Whither 


of thunder, and triglited, on euery ſide, by the 
flathes of lighning; and battered, euen to the 
very braines, by an impetuous [{torne of rayne, 
and hayle. O thou innocent lambe of God, 
which takeſt away the finnes of the world. 
Thou Lambe of God who art alſo God, and 
becamſta Liabe; that ſo thou migheſt not on- 
ly haue wooll wherof to be flecced, for the 
couering of ys; but bloud alſo , which thou 
wert glad to ſhed, for the ung of life to vs. 
And how deeply are the EE; of ys thy {er- 
nants wounded, to fee this multiplication of 
thy miſcries? Hoy cordially are vee afflicted, 
that we can but be aſtoniſhed at this ſolitude 
and ſilence, and thoſe vaſt rorments of thine? 
Orrather how much are we athamed that we 
ſcarce ſay true, even when we lay that weare 
ſory for them; ſince weare ſo wicked withall 
as that we giue them not Jeaue, to worke thoſe 
cfiesvpon our ſoules, for which they were 
| Ee 2 lufe> 
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to retyre it ſclie; being flrocken by the voyce gyr Lord; 
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Frered ypon thy pretious body ? How long 
| ſhall we be the flaucs of tinne , ſince thou hait 
tought ſo haid tor our liberty * How lon 
ſhall we carc tor the contentments of this lite, 
fince thou, who art more to ysthen millions 
of lives, dudit tor the loue and example ot ys 
wretches, contract and tye thy ſelte ro ſuch an 
endlcſle thameot reproach & torment ? How 
| come ve to be {o miſcrable, as that we are 
able ſo much as to liuc, when we ſee that thou, 
7 who art the King of glory, and the God of 


: lite, art thus going to dye? Would not lefle, 
f dcere Lord, hauc icrued the turne, tor the ac- 


complibment of our redemptio; but that thou 

mutt needs be thus obnoxious to ſuch a vaſtity 

of anguith,asnoww we ſee thee in?Lefle would 

haue {erued to ſatisfy the iuſtice of God, fince 

by reaſon of the Hypoltaticall vnion, any one 

1} act, or {igh af tine, would haue oucrbought 

many millions of worlds trom hell . But no- 

thing could ſativty that ynquencheable hear of 

thy hart, vnlefle thou hadſt endured all this 

; Chaos of confuſion & torment. Becaule ther- 

| by, not only dur ſaluation , but our ſanditi- 

| cationalſo, was to be more nobly wrought, 

: more ſweetly, and more honorably tor vs, 

j more | thou for God, and therfore more 
| gualttull 

| r1our part of thy ſowle, howlocuer inthe inte- 


y and dclighrtully tor thee, in the ſupe- 
I! | 

| xour, it colt thee deere. 

| , 
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Of the vnſpeckeable thirſt of our Lord which he did 
mndure,and declare with incomparable 
Lone to man. 


CHAP. 74 


Here remayned now a P:opheſy, to be 
tulfilled cocerning the thirſt of our Lord 

vpo the Crofle. The torment of extreme hin- 

gar, 15 ſometymes ſo great, as that we read of 

ltraite and long fieges of townes, where 

the inhabitants haue bene driucn by the rage 

therof not only to eate vncleane beaſts; but 

euen mothers, hauedeuoured the yery childre 

of their owne body, yea andcuen the fleſh of 

their owne Lymms. And yet moſt certain it 

Is, (and wetake a kind of taſt therof, by our 

ownedayly experience) that euery one of vs 

who haue, atany tyme tound our | Pons IN ex- 
| _ tremity both of hungarand thirſt, haue felt the 
| thirſt incomparably more trouþleſome the the (3) The 

hungar. Such againe as hauc trauelled ſundry 87 _ 

eayecs, in ſome dry and barren deſerts, (as 1t _ , 
hapneth to many, in the Southern and Eaftern ?;.o be. 
parts of the world ) ſuch as haue felt the ma- ygnq that 
lignity of burning feuers, doe well vnderitad of bungar 
what I ſay. Noristherealmolt any treaſure v- 
ponearth, which ſome ſuch man would not 
be glad to giue, for aglaſſe of water , Now 
' | thirſtis otherwiſe alſo cauſed, by exceile of 


-——— 


| labour, by heate, by griete ot minde, by payne j 
ef body , and eſpecially by the ſpending, of 
| LE 3 auch 
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g Of the Loue of eur Lord, 

much bloud. And we lſecldome ler bloud, whi 
we are taking Philicke ( though it be but in 

zelt, but it {erues ro ginue vs increale of thirlt. 
How aidznc then mult the thirtt of 
Chrilt our Lord needs haue beene; in whome 
alone,al the caules of extreme thittt did meet? 
For during all that day, and the whole prece- 
2nt night, he had bene perpetually in tormer. 
And beiides his Agony, and bloudy fweat 
in the garden, he had bene dragged, and but- 
tered, andall inflamed, by thote cruell ſcour- 
ges ,& thornes. And Jaltly he had byn bored 
through with nayles,vpo which he had now, 
hunge almoſt three houres, with ſtreames of 
bloud contiuually lowing trom him; and his 
ſpirits were exhauſted by a world of deadly 
"1 86th at his hart, to increaſe his rhi:tt . This 
41 torment he endured , all that while, without 
once, {o mich as ſaying, that ke endurcd it. 
Netter diy he expitilc himſeite now at lalt 
in this kind, through the delight he meant to 
' take, or paine he meat to driue away by drin- 
king: for alrealy he was, euen ypon the Ye- 
ry pitcn, and b:imme of death. And he who 
1all thatryme, had bene {wallowing wP the 
want of drinke, in filence; could eafily haue 
() The extended his patience, to thoſe next INLNUTCS, 

reaſon Winch were to be tac lait of his life. | 

why gur _ But (b) Nis Lord of Ours, WAS preſſed 
Lor 1 de- to cloſe by his {pirituall thirſt, of ſuffering as 1t 
clared bis were infinit-»things (or the loue of vs, and for 
thirlt. thegayning, & in {tructi ng our ſoules, bY theſe 
examples ot his inuincible patience ; as —_ 

ma 
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made him contemne, & euen forget his owne 
materiall thirſt, though it were ro him of ex- 
ce{jjue paine. This Originall of Religious O- 
bedience whichis Chriit our Lord, doth alſo 
ſhew heerby, the forme wherin Religious per- 
ſons are to exprefle them{e]ucs to their Supe- 
riours. Which (c) 1s, notro be, fo much by 
way of earneſt defire , of that which they 
would haue, as by way ot declaration of thar, 
wherot they are in want; and when that is 
done, the Superiours are to proceed as they ſee 
cauſe . For ſo did Chriſt our Lord forbeate to 
deſire to drinke ; and he only fail , That he was 
thi;ſty , to thoſe ſouldiers, who were made his 
Superiours, by hisowne admirable humility 
and charity : ſubmitting himſelte entirely to 
their wills who were bribed and bent to doe 
him all the miſchiefe they could . For when 
he told them of his thirſt, what was it which 
they could tind in their harts to giue him? The 
ſame thing which they had offered him before 
In ieſt,and in the way of ſcorne, the ſame they 
were content to giue him ,,now in earneſt, 
fora concluſion to all their cruell courteſies. 
When they were going to crucify him, 
they would not giue him wine til it were diſ- 
tempered. with Gaul, which is the Embleme 
of malice and bitrernes. And now that he is 
giuing vp the Ghoſt, they preſent him with 
a ſpunge full of Vinegar, which is the Em- 
bleme of rage, and ſowernes. O vncharitable 
wretches! and who made you, of men, ſuch 
ſauage monſters But O infinite Charity and 
oo Ee 4 MCCLNCS 
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440 Of the Love of our Lord, 
meeckenes, and patience of Chriſt our Lotd, 
Who accepted Ya. without the leaſt reproofe 
ot teu 1mpiety . And as at the foote of the 
Croile he had refuſed todrinke of that Gaul, 
becauſc it was mi;gled with wine, to the end 
that he might be ſutfering , whillt he liucd, 
without any drop of the wine of comfort; yea 
orſy much as the being xnowne to want it; ſo 
now,that he was vpothe very point of death, 
he refuſed not to drinke of that pure vinegar, 
becaule it was all tharpe and fower. 
He lett thoſe draughts which ſhould 
haue any mixture of comfort in them, with 
Crolles, torthoſe Martyrs, whome, he meant ' 
to make glorious by following his diuine ex- 
ample. And by his taking the raw 9 of tribu- 
lation , he did conuert it into the wine of 
ſtrength & cofort, atter a cotrary miner to that 
wherby wicked men are wour, through their 
ingtatitude, to turne the wine of his bleſſings, 
into the vinegar and Gaul of {innes agaynſt 
him. Abuling the abundance ot his motrcy;and 
<4)Th making that a motiue of their wicked liberty, 
i Ad 4B which would tyc any honeſt hart, - =_ 
cellcs rea. £2E more inſeparably, ro his ſeruice. Hea oy 
ſons why 4ranke this vinegar, to (d) the end, thatas al- 
our Lord ready he had ſanctified the mortificatio of the 
was plea- other ſenſes, by his example, for the inſtru- 
ſed both Eticn and conſclation of his faithfull ſeruants; 
to encure {Q alſo they might be taught by this, to be far, 
_—_y " and very farre, from all ſuperfluous care © 
ar 2 meateanddrinke; and much more, from 3 


thuclt, . ne, l | 
inordinate delight therin; ſince all the ſweete 
; ; nreates 
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meates, Wherwith our bleſſed Lord, was plea- 
ſed to make vp ns mouth in this mortal{ life, 
was but a draught of vinegar, out ot a ſponge, 
at his death, | : 
By this drinking therfore, he enableth 
vs to be content, with courſe , and common. 
and ynpleaſant meat and drinke; and by the 
merit of his thirſting , atter this corporajl 


_ drinke, he hath killed and guenched our {piri- 


tuall thirft after vaine, and vicious dejighrs, 
which nouriſh and teed yp ourfoules in finnce. 
And ſoalſo, on the other tide, (according to 
S. Auguſtines expofitio of the fixty eight Pſalme) 
our Lord Itsvs, didnot only declare his ex- 
treme thirit , of corporall drinke , but alſo his 
ardent thirlt after the ſaluation of his enemies, 
and of all the world. How infinitely thertore 
ſhall we be without excuſe, if we giue him 
not to drinke of our good deeds, ſince he isſo 
greedy of them, and was ſo tormented for 
want therof. Yea, and how worthy ſhall we 
be of all reproach and paine; ifhe, having be- 
eunto ys inſoſada Cup, with deſire & thirſt 
of ourgood; we lhall not procure to reſem- 
ble him by thirſting , both in body and ſoule, 
after the aduancing, and increafing of his 


Glory. 
of 


© which was wrought by Chrict our Lord yon | | 
the Crollc; and of theperfed:on of his 
duume vertnues expreſſed there. 


CHAMP; 75: 


V = Lord Itsvs, hauing drunke this vi- 

negar, declared, that whatſocuer had bin 
propheſied to be accomplithed by himſelte, 
was now fulfilled, and he {ignited it by ſay- 
ing this word, Conſummatum ct : All 1s fulſilled. 
And as he, who only retretheth and flleth the 
ſoule of man with whole Rouds of ioy, was 
already content to be tormented with thirſt; 
ſo now, for the apparalling of our foules with 
the lite of Grace, he was ready to dcuelt 
himſelte of the lite of Nature. He had tormer- 
ly complyed with the care which he had of | 
our inſtruction, and now we haue ſecuc how | 


_ 
— 
— 


he hath accompliſhed our Redeprion, by his 
Paſlion . By meanes of this Paſſion he finiſhed 
the building of þis Church . And tince he had 
formerly layd a note of folly, ypon ſuch 4 man 
«« should beginne to rayſe 4 building, and not bring tt 
ſterward toperfettion, our Lord, who was the 
Iincreated Wiſedome of the Eternall Father, | 
muſt needs be farre from falling into any er- | 
xour, of the ſame kind. And indeed it was 
wholy neceſſary , that, in his great goodnes {/ 
to vs, he ſhould nor depriuc vs of ſuch 2 diuine 
example of perſenerance, as now we hauc ob- 
tayned, by the Conſumation of his _ _— 
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| that which he had begun. out perſe= 
If theworkes af God, are moſt truly ſayd verance, 
to beentirely pettect, his Paſſho was to be ſo, Deute 23s 
in moſt particular maner; which amoglt theſe 
other workes, is ſaid, with a kind of eminen- | 
cy,to bc his worke . Now what ſufferance | 
could be more perfect, in the way of humility 
then for the Lord of lite and glory, moſt wil- 
lingly to cndureadeath of exceſſue contume- 
ly and ſhame, at the hands of his Rebellious 
Sonnes, and moſt wicked flaues ? What more 
perte@ in the way of parrence, and purity of hart, 
| thento ſuffer, without the acceſle of any ima- 
| ginable comtort,as Chriſt our Lord, yvouch(a- 


| ted ro doe ? What more pettect, in the way 
\ of conformity and obedrence, then, without once 
| harkening to the interiour part of the ſoule, to 
| range the Superiour, tothe will of God; not 
only with ſolid patience, but with ſupreme 
oy? What more pertec in the way of Chari- 
ty ,then to endure theextremity of aftront & || 
paine for his mortall enemies ? And at the ve- 
ry tyme, when thoſe enemics were tormen- 

ting him, for him to be protecting them, and (b) The 
n2gotiating their cauſe with bitter ſighes, in \ncompa® |) 
the eares ofalmighty God?What more(b)per- raviepom 


- . ection oO 
tet, in the way of contemplation, then, in ſection 6s 


YEE art ee we on rene —_ 


the worke 


ſuch dittreſſe, to be looking at eaſe ſo many of the paſ- 

| VWayesatonce, from the death and contumely ſion of 

of a Crofle, as if it had bin from ſome tower of our Lord, 
IC 


hiseye,and all at once ? To be offering cuery 

raine, of all the Paſſion, in forgiuenes of all 
the finnes of the whole world ; wherof then, 
he ſaw euery one motediltinely and cleerly, 
the any man did euer ſee any one of his ow nN. 
What more pertc& in the way of diligence, in 
giuing vs direction how to carry our ſelucs, 
then that, when himſelf was ſo deeply woun- 
ded by thoſe incomparable torments and aft- 
fronts, he would furnilh vs, with ſuch diuine 
documents and examples drawne from his 
owne ſacred perſon. Wherby we may become 
victorious in all our combars ; & find the edge 
of our atflictions ſo abated, as that they thould 
neuer caſt vs vypon deſfpaire, 

What thing 1s more perteR in the way 
of corporall ſufferance, then ſo to ſutfer, as that 
there may be nothing which ſuffersnot. Thers 
15nothing higher then the head, and we haue 
{ſcene how thc head of Chriſt our Lord did 
ſuffer, by that kideous crowne of thornes. 


"Theres nothing lower then the teerte; and we 
| haueſeen how the feere haue ſuffered by cruel 


nayles. There is nothing of a man, more wide 
or [arge then his hands ſpread abroad, at the 
armes end; and we haue allo ſeene, how he 
ſuffered by nayles driuen through his hands. 


&) Iſz, 49+ Thoſe hands, wherin he ſaid that, he (1) had 
(2) loan. wnitcn vs , and (2(wherby he would draw ys 10- 


wards humſelfe,with diumepitty, when once he should 
be exalted ypon the Croſſe. In fine, there 15 No» 


thing 


| 
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TO, UII DET TS WINES WERE LIES ES  LELUIT go 9 9 WY HSE 
Jron, tor the pyiSloue of ys. And cuen whilſt 

he was hanging vpon the Crojle in expecta- 

tion _ he youchſatcd 1till ro be aftron- 

ted, and blaſphemed , beyond all morall be- 

liefe; and he, the while , euen when vinegar 

Was giuen him to drinke, in that torment of 

thirſt which he endured, dulregorge in the 

deernes ot his loue to ys. 

He pertected (c) tne impertection of the (c) How | 
old law inthe law of grace, which he did pro- our Lord 
mulgate hcere. He peitectedall the Sacritices leſus did 
of the old Yeſtament in this Sacrifice of him- p_ 
ſelfe ypon the Crolle; the memory wherot he —"_ : 
had already commaunded his Prieſts to perpe- cM a” 
tuate, by the dayly oblation of his owne Pre- ine old 
tious body and bloud vpon their Altars. He law 
pertected all the Propheties, which were YPon the 
made concerning his owne lite and death. He Croſſe 
pertectedall thoſc figures which had bene de- w_ he 
Jiuered of him in 4 old TPtamenr, tor the _ mags 
diſpoting of the mindes of the taithtull , ro- prophe. 
wards the belicfe of their Meſſ:as, who was the bo 
to COME. LuCs 13, 

We haue heere the hiſtory of Noe. For 1. Cor ut, 

2s he was made drunke, by the yine which he Gene/. 9, 

py and had his nakednes diſcouered b þ 
is children ; ſo was our Lord (tript nnd 
more then once, as we haueſzcene, and that 
by bis eluldien, ef whome hyz Prophet in his 
paſon 


| 
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07 me. He was alſo inebriated by the loue 

Which he bare to his people ; which, like a 

vine he planted with miracles; and pruned 

with Doctrine, and watered with bloud, And 

that vine inebriated him alſo, with another 

kind of wine, the wine of torments, and re- 

proach, wherwith he was tuft, and cloyd, 

By which kind of liquor , although he were 

not (becauſe he would not be) diſguſted, yet 

we haue hcard him by his Prophet thus com- 

plaine of this yine, atter a moſt deere, and ki1- 

Ia.s: ling manner, Expettamit vt faceret yuas, fect au- 
= tem labruſcas . I expefted that my vme, should haue 
melded me wine, for the comfort of myhart , but it 

nelded me nothing but veriuyce , which hath ſet my 

recth on edge. We hauc hecre a better, then that 

(1) Num, ( 1) Braſen ſerpent , the {ight of whome, will 
3T. curethe byrings of all thoſe ſerpents, which 
are our ſinnes. We haue heere the true Danrd, 

(2) 3. Reg. who kild that Gyant (2) Gol (being a figure 
wh ofthe Prince of darkenes) with the fue ſtones 
of his fine ſacred wounds; and he cut of the 

Gyants head, with the Gyan:s ſword; conque- 

ring the Deuill by death, which was his weas 

pon drawne by finne . The ſame might be 

thewed in al the other figures, which were de- 

linered of our I. ord in the old Teſtament, 6C 

which were perfeRted, and fulfilled vpon the 

Croſſe. So that our Lord might juſtly ſay, 
Conſummatum 6#; The yyorke of my _ 

file 


te 
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ISO > TVUSSLESERBEREGESS , CUTED WITEEREIZ ES SO 


Of our Lords laft prayer , to Ins cternall Father : of 
1s exceſſiue giteſe and lone expreſſed in the 
ſeparation of Ins {2ule from his body, and 
of the grace & beauiy of the Crucifix. 


CHAP. - 76 


H En E did now remaine no mote, but 
that our Lord IJxsvs hauing taken care 


of the whole world, and haui2g particulerly ' 


powred torth thoſe ſeuciall benedictions ypo 
it, fro that trca{ure-houle of the Crofle, thould 
alſo commend himſelte into the hands of the 
eternall Father. A re priuceptum, tbr deſinzt, might 
the ſoule of Chrilt our Lo:d, ſay to God. He 


began his Paſſion. with the inuocation of his cg; 


Father, in the Garden; he cotinued it, by pray- 
ing to him, whe the Crofle was erected with 
himſelte ypon it, and now heconcluded it, by 
recommending himſelte into his hands, & (till 
vnder the fivcert andgracious tytlc of his Fa= 
ther. Inſtructing vs therby in all our actions, 
& eſpecially 1n {uch as are ot momenr, & moſt 
ofall, when we ate cither endeauouring , or 
enduringany thing, which doth immediatly 
concerne the glory of God, and the true good 
of men (as this miſtery ot our redeption high=- 
[y did) to prepare our {clues by Prayer, be- 


tors 


HE ney 


4 
itn —_ - 


4 
rh des a 
. re eee ee od a gr ar 


Ws ding - Father (faith he) ito thy bands 1 commend 


| my ſpirit. And it we will procure ro be one ſpirit 
| x.Cor. 6. wh byn(ass. Paulexhorts vs all to be) alreg- 
| (a2)How 14. (a) we may pcrceaue, that Chriſt our Lord 
we allure LC is Me or: | len £ hen fols | 
our {clues ©! 10 ICNeC pray rorVs , tnen tor nimfteltc. He 
to beco- Prayed , as the ſame Apoſtle fayd els where, 
mended Cu: clamore yaluo , & lacryms : with a lowd cry 
by Chriſt and with teares, and thettore it 1s no meruaile, 
our Lord, it he were heard by the Eternall Father , both 
Hebr.5. tor himſclte and vs. But yet fo, as that we 
mult concurre with him, and ſuffer, & pray, 
Cry Out, and weepe tor our (elues, and for out 
'Y linnes; fince he hath traced out the way of do- 
ng it, tor the tinnes of others. Butthe miſery | 
is, many tymes, that whillt we doe {o often f 
vlurpe this holy Prayer of our blefled Sauiour, 
wherby we proteſt our felues to commendour 
ſp:rut anto the hands of God ,\we doc but comend 
it only in word ; orat the moſt, we doe but 
IU it, with one hand, and take it backe a- 
gaine with the 6ther, and indecd, wedeliuer | 
| It ouer to his enemies by finne, or at leaſt, to 
| ſtrangers, by tulfilling vaine and lefle, good . 
| detires. Wheras it we would doe it, as Chriſt | 
our Lord was found ro doe; we thould no { 
ſooner bequerh our {clues to the ſerwce of our 
Lord, but that inttantly, we would take a 
log & euerlaiting leaue of a wretched woild. 
Ow Lord, when he had gwen bis ſprozs to 
Luc,zz. Cod, expired. And We it We expiry not, if an 
oY» 


[1 
a , —_— 
yy ——_————__—_—_— 


we relerue For OtNCrs,OrT At ICAIT for OUT LIENUES. 
Bur that other kind of alienation, 1s rhe only 
way to haue a true poſſeſſion of our foules. 


(b) There 
will he no 
truclife 


Seruire Deo regnareeſt . This bondage, doth on- ,.q jjþer. 


ly, bring pertect liberty; This kind otexpl- ey, ynleſſe 
ring by death , doth only inſpire vs With true there bea 
life. Chritt our Lord, tor loue of vs, did leaue true death 
( as we haue (cene) his lite of nature, that we - wy 
might be animated by the lite ot grace. And _—_— 
woe be to that wretched man, who thall ra- P2900» 
ther chooſe death then lite, and ſuch a lite as 
hath bzen bought to our had, by parting with 
ſuch a iewell, as was the life ot Chrift our 
Lord. 

He had vnſpeakeable cauſe to loue his 
life, but we haue no caule at all to be in Joue 
with ours. The reaſon why we may puniſh, 
&euen hate, {as one may ſay)our bodyes with 
aiuſt, and holy kind of hate, is becauſe other- 
wiſe they will be giuing ill counſellto the (<y 77 
ſoule . The (c) reaſon why", in ſome caſes, what caſe 
we may Wiſh { ſo farre as may ſtand with we delire 
the good will of God" to haue this Tabernacle of a ſepara» 
our flech and bloud difiolued by death, may be, be- ©1972 >= 
cauſe we doe highly apprehed a teare of finne, Face, 
andſo we may be glad todyethe fuft death, woe = 0 
when we hope our ſelucs to be in good ſtare; (1. 
leaſt afterward we may dye the ſecond. And, per. x 
beſides, we haue reaſon to long for the fight | 
& God, from which we ate exiled, in Ns 

F Pilgrimage 


—_ 


* — —— 


450 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
Pilgrimage. But Chriſt our Lord, did ever 
ſee the facc of God, and the Superiour part of 
his ſoule, was as glorious, & as cloſely vnited 
to the Diunity, in the bittereſt rorments of the 
Croſſe, as now 1s it, at the right hand of his 
Father. And beſides, there could be no daun- 
er, that cucr that impeccable ſoulc, could 
finne . As therfore there was no cauſe, why 
Chriſt our Lord thould of himſelfe deſire, or 
eue1 admit of any ſeparation of his ſoule trom 
his body ; ſo whatſocuer motiue it were, that 
ſhould induce him to it, that mult neceſſarily 
be acknowledged fora great one . For neuer 
did, nor neuer could any creature, in any 
reaſon, ſo deerly,and delightfully loue the co- 
iunction betwene his ſoule and his body, as 
Chriſt our Lord loned his. Nor conſequent- 
ly, could any, or all che creatures, ſo much ap. 
(4) The prehend and abhorre any ſeparation of the bo- 
reaſon Oy » fromthe ſoule,as Chrilt our Lord would 
why haue apprehended, and abhorred that of his, if 
Chriſt ſome mighty reaſon, had notmoued him to it. 
our Lord Becauſe (d) no creature, nor all the creatures 
muſt put togeather, had euer tound any body, ſo 
needs ſweetly, ſo continually, and ſo perfectly obe- 
louethe Ajent to all the dictamens of a =78 ſoule, as 
— age our Lord Iesvs, had found his body; and this 
BD body - 2 the only, or atleaſt the 97 04.m_y reaſon, 
«nd foule Why any man thould loue his body. 
afrer A So that, for Chriſt our Lord, to indure 
meſt emi- thatthe conjunction of ſuch a body and ſ{oule, 
nent m3- ſhould be hroken tor how {ſhort a ryme loe- 


Def, uer) wasthe Colle beyond all the corporall 
Crofles 


TJ and Saviour Teſus Chil, © 4sx 
Croſſes which he endured in his Paſſſon, con- 
cerning himlelte. Yet of this he admitted, as | 
welce. Andunce there was no power which 
could oblige him to it, in the way of lorce; ic 
doth clcerly appeare, that he pertormed it, y- 
on a commanucment ot loue. For loue 1s the 
King of all aftections, and diſpoſeth of chem 
all, at pleaſure. And amonglt {-ucya]l loues, 


the Superiour loue is il] the King, to whom 
all interiour loucs giue place . It chen Chriſt 
our Lord, did fo deerly . 2n0!0 1utly louc his 
owne pretious lite, incompaiably more then 
any of vs, can, by any pottbiity, loue ours; 
and if yer that loue, were content to yield to 
his loue of vs;and thar jndeed he dyed of pure 
and perfect i vue, which 1s yet declared further 
to Vs, by that ſweee decivning of his head 
| when he gaue vp the gno!t) Jet ys endeauour 
to conceaue, what an intinite kind of loue, 
| this was. 

And let ys begot him, by his owne 
pretious wounds, that he will make vs, in all 
things as like himſelte, as he detires. And that 
as a meancs therunto,, he will print himlelte 
thus crucifted vpon our hart+; and that the eye 
of our mind, may be cuer looking, at eaſe, 
vpon this ſweet figure; the (ce) ſweetelt chat (e) The 
| hath bene ſeene, or can be conceaued ; the grace and 
| fitteſt romoue all the affections of a Chriſtian beauty of 
| hart, whether they be of compaſſion, or ad- the Gru- 
miration. And verily I thinke, that it is not © 
only faith, which brings vsto be ot this be- 
liete; butthat (eucn abliracting trom the qua- 

Fiz lity 
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450 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
Pilgrimage. But Chrilt our Lord, did ever 
ſee the face of God, and the Superiour part of 
his ſoule, was as glorious, & as cloſely vnited 
to the Diunity, in the bittereit rorments of the 
Croſſe, as now 1s it, at the right hand of his 
Father. And beſides, there could be no daun- 
ger, that eucr that impeccable ſoule, could 
finne . As therfore there was no cauſe, why 
Chriſt our Lord thould of himſelte defire, or 
euen admit of any ſeparation of his ſoule trom 
his body ; ſo whatſocuer motiue it were, that 
thould induce him to it, that mult neceſſarily 
be acknowledged tora great one . For neuer 
did, nor neuer Could any creature, in any 
reaſon, ſodeerly,and delightfully loue the ca- 
iunction betwene his ſoule and his body, as 
Chritt our Lord loned his. Nor conſequent- 
ly, could any, or all the creatures, ſo much ap . 
prehend and abhorre any f eparation of the bo- 
reaſon Oy » tromthe ſoule,as Chriſt our Lord would 
why haue apprehended, and abhorred that of his; if 
Chrid ſome mighty reaſon, had notmoued him to it. 
our Lord Becauſe ,d\)no creature, nor all the creatures 
muſt put togeather, had euer tound any body , ſo 
needs {weetly, ſo continually, and ſo perfectly obe- 
louethe Ajent to all the dictamens of a 7% ſoulec, as 
=_—T our Lord Irsvs, had tound his body; and this 

10n of . * Pg 
bis body 15th only, or atleaſt the principall reaſon, 
and foule Why any man theuld Joue his body. 
gfcer a So that, for Chriſt our Lord, to indure 
meſt emi- thatthe conjunction of ſuch a body and ſoule, 
nent ma- ſhould be hroken tor how thort a ryme {oe- 
ger, uer; Was the Crolle beyond all the corporall 
Crofles 


(d) The 
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Croſles which he endured in his Paſſon, con- 
cerning himlelte. Yet of this he admitted, as 
welſee. Andiince there was no power Which 
could oblige him to 1t, in the way of torce; ic 

doth clcerly appeare, that he pertormed it, v= 

pon a commanucment ot loue. For loue 1s the 

King of all affections, and diſpoleth of them 

all, at pleaſure. And amonglt {2ucya}] loues, 

the Superiour loue is till the King, to whom 

all interiour loucs giue place . It then Chriſt 

our Lord, did to «eerly . 2n0 {0 intily Jouc his 

owne pretious lite, incomparably more then 

any of vs, can, by any poti;biJity, loue onrs; 

and it yerthat loue, were content to yicld to 
hisloue of vs; and thar indeed he dyed of pure 

and perfect ivue, whicit 1s yet declared fulther 

to vs , by thar ſweer declyning of his head 
when he gauec vp the gho!t) Jet ys endeauour 
| to conceaue, what an infinite kind of loue, 
this was. 

And let vs begot him, by his owne 

pretious wounds, that he will make ys, in all 

things as like himlelte, as he detires. And that 
as a mcancs therunto , he will print himlfelte 

thus crucitted vpon our hart+; and that the eye 

of our mind, may be cuer looking, at eaſe, 

vpon this ſweet figure; the (ce) ſweeteſt chat (e) The 
| hath bene ſeene, or can be conceaued ; the grace and 

fitteſt tomoue all the affections of a Chriſtian beauty of 

hart ; whether they be ot compaſſion, or ad- the Cru- 
miration. And verily I thinke, rhat1t is not CLIN 
only faith, which brings vsto be ot this be- 

ligte; butthat (eucn abltracting trom the qua- 
b: Fiz tity 
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452 Of the Loue of our Lord, 

lity of thediuine per[o) of Chriſt our Lord & 

the cauſe for which heſuffered, (which yer in- 

decd, are the things that ſubdue vs moſt ) the 

very figure 1t lelfe of an excellent man, ſo ex- 

oled to pon view ypona Crolle, isthe 

Fourlielt, and the nobleſt Image and peece of 
Architecture that can be deuiſed. The head be- 

ing inclined downeward towards a kiſle of 

peace, and the armes extended abroad, which 

{hew that it is wholy againſt their will, that 

they imbrace vs not, becaule they are nayled. 

And the whole frame of the body, carrying 

and conuaying itſelte downe by degrees into 

a point, after ſuch a louely & pracetull maner; 

as that not only the eye of Chriſtianity, bur 

cuen of curioſity it ſelte, can deſire no more. 

> The But(t)as for vs, to whome it belongs, ina 
Nraite © farre ſuperiour kind to this, it will become 
bligation y5 29 = him, who ſuffered fo for vs, with- 
_— all the powers of our ſoule; and to with, that, 
nd in ſome proportion, he would make vs able 
Jelus £9 pay our debts, by euen dying tor the loue 


Chrig; of him, as he vouchſaft to doc for loue of vs. 


In the meane tyme we may well be humble, 
and wonder how we are able to belicue ſuck 
things as thele,and yet to liuc, 


of 


#14 Saviour 1 eſta Chriſt. 452 


Of the great Lone of God, expreſſed m thoſe pro- 

 digrous thinges which appeared vpon the death 
of our Bleſſed Lord . Of the hardnes of mans 
bart, which heepes , no correſpondence with ſo 
great loue. Of the bloud, and water, which flows- 
ed out of the ſide of Chriſt our Lord : ang how 
he did 1 all reſpects, powre him;{clje out , likg 
water , for our good. 


CHAP. 77. 


T pleaſed the greatnes, and goodnee of Al- 


mighty God, that immediatly betore the 


death of Chrift our Lord, the vale of the Tem- Mats, wy. _ | 


ple thould rend ut ſelfe, that the earth shonld quake, 
that the Stones should cleaue , that the Sepulchers 


| Should open, and many of the dead ſhould riſe, 


& thew thelelues in Teruſfalem ; & (a {o theſe (a) The 
thinges might ſerue, for a figure of the great vie of the 
conuerſions , from the obſtinacy and death of proc:gi . 
ſinne, which were to follow vpon the death wich ap- 
of our B. Lord. As alfoto the end, that thoſe P**re* Y- 
inanimate creatures might reproach the ingra- _— 
titude of them who had life and reaſon; and ,, 1... 
that the people of the other world, might c6- lejus. 
demne the valt impiety of them ot this, who 
had murthered thus, the Lord of life. 

Nouy the ſame action lyes, againſt all fin- 
ners of theſe dayes, aſvvell as againſt them of 
thoſe. For whoſocuer do commit any mor- 
tall finne, doe (by the teſtimony of S. P.ul) 
their beſt rowards the recrucifying of ory Lord 16+ Hebr 6, 

Ft Z 4 
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454 Of the Lone of or Tord, 
ſus : and they preferre Barabbas before him, 28 
hach bene ſaid. And howlocuer the 1tinne of 
thoſe perſecutours, ſeeme to haue beene grea- 
ter then ours can be, 1n regard that they , con- 
curred not only maliciouily, bur immediatly, 
to his deſtruction; yet, tor as much as they did 
not, though they ought to haue knowne ex- 
prelly, that he was the Sonne of God which 
weacknowledge, and belecue him to be (and 
becauſe the holy Gholt was not then deſcen- 
ded asnow he 1s, into ou: {oules, or detires to 
be,it we be ready to reccaue him, ) that ſinne, 
which would be leſle in 1t ſelte , is greater in 
vs. And weare not worthy to liue, it wefl 

not, from all that which giues diſgult , & af. 
honor to ſuch a Lord; and it we ſuffer not 
with him, who tuttered fo crucll things tor vs. 
We thall el{c be lyable to ithatſad complaint 
of S. Bernard. For ( fpeaicing againſt the hard- 
nes of mans hart, which reiuſerh to relent to- 
wards ine truelon2 of God, wheras yet thoſe 
very ſtones, and earth reJented ) heſayth moſt 
Bernard, {weetly thus: Solps homo non compatirur, pro que 
ferm, de (olo Chriitus moritur : Chrilt our Lord dyed tor 
Paſſ. Dom, man alone, and yet man alone takes no com- 
Cb) The paſſion of Chriſt our Lord; wheras yet other 
deadly creatures, for whome he dyed not, had com- 


=_ * paſſion ; that is, in theyr kind, they {uftered 


| co Chrin Wh him. 

| - par The (b) malice of thoſe Tewes was ſuch, 
# which as to thinke all thar nothing, which we haue 
j| ovuerliued heere dz{cribed ro haus bene inflicted vpon 
| his death. the perſoof Clrilt our Lord, when be was a- 


i} [iues 


_——— 
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liuz . And thertore they thought that he could jy, 1g, | 
not be dead ſo ſoone. Bloudy wrctiches they | 
were; Forif malice had not put thcmout of =» | 
their wits, they would rather haue wondred, | 
how he could haue liu'd {o long; conadering { 
how barbaroutly he had bene ticarcd . Bur | 
though he were dead, their contempt & hate : 
was till aliue; & a Captaine looking on, had bid, , 
ſo little pitty, asto pierce his ſacred tide with a 
Launce , and to exccute cruelty vpon his 
Corpes ; which no Ciuill perſon would haue 
done ypon the carcalle ot a bzalt. Our Lord, 
before he dyed , forlavw what they meant to 
do, and reſolued to {ufter it; and {o to gayne 
the glory of oucrcomming by ſultering, & by 
being ouercome. And he was pleaſed, that :; 
where their ſinne and malice did abound , there NOMss- 
showld hts grace, and love ſuperabound. 
For behould, he had reſerued certain 
bloud and water next his hart; and the Eagle 
S. lohn, who had eyes whervwvith to behould 
the Sunne, did ſee it ifluc out of his file. He 
deliuered himſelte in theſe word:; Ft continus [pan, 19, 
extutt ſanguis, & 4qua: That inſk.tutly bloud and wa- 
ter did rfiue forth, As if he thuuld hauc ſayd, that 
they had lyen there to watch their tyme; to 
the end, that as ſoone as cuer the ouerture 
ſhould once be made , by that point of the Hl 
Launce; they would inſtantly not tayle, to [i 
ſpring out, and ſpend them/clucs for the good i it 
of man . For throug 1 the opening of thar I! 
wound Bent.tmu: was borne, though Rachel Nis Cen.zs, |, 
mother dyed in wauaile . And the Church of f 
| Ft 4 Chzilt I 
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45E Of the Love of our Lord, 

Chriſt our Lord, doth proceed trom thence; 

and like another Eve, it was tram'd ou: of the 

fide of our B. Sauiour, (who was the ſecond 

Ada) when he was dead, as the former Eyc, 

Ge.z* wasframed out of the tide of the firſt Adam, 

when he was ileeping . And therfore no mer- 

uaile if the Church of Chriſt our Lord, & all 

her lavwtull and faithfull children, doe carry a 

molt protound internall, render loue and re- 

uerence , to the Crofle of Chriſt our Lord: & 

eſpecially to this ſacred wound of his tide; as 

rothe country trom whence thee came, and 

whether thee procues to poe. And in confor- 

mtty of this Joue,, the ſame Church is caretuil, 

to be [ti] refreſhing our memory of this Croſle 

-&) The making the (c figne therof in all her Sacra- 

en ments, Cercmonies, and Benedictions;& tea- 

bo! One ching her true Catholikes, not to be athamed 

of M8 5" therof, but to bleſſe our ſelucs otten according 

Croſſe, tothe cuſtome of all ancient Saints, with thar 

holy figne, vpon our forcheads, vpon our 

mouths, & vpon our harts; that ſo the whole 

man, may be ever walking in remembrance oft 

this miſtery; and that ſo we may be the better 

diipoſed to beare with patience and loue, any 

contempt, or paine (that isto ſay, any ſpirt- 

tuall Croile) which the holy, wiſe hand of 

God, ſhall think fit to ſend ys, and to do it for 

his fake, who dyed yps that materiall Crofle. 

And now we haue ſeene by all this 

holy Hiſtory of our Lord Iesvs, rhat whe- 

ther he be aliue or dead, he is all ours; and in 

deſpight of finne he wull make ys alſo — 

| 1s 
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his ; if we will, but now and then conſider 
how he ſold and abandoned himſelte tor our 
benefit. It was ſayd by his ſeruant in his pet- 
ſon, Stcut aqua effuſus ſum : 1 am poured out , and 
ſpilt ke water, which euery baſe creature treads 
vpon. Now water betides, 15 a molt obedient 
kind of thing. It cafily takes what impreſſion 
you will; it applyes it ſelfe ro whatſocuer 
place you will pur it to. Looke backe ther- 
tore, and ſee, if our Lord haue not bene poured 
out like water. What place or polture, or what 
kind of punithment, did hereſufe, which they 
would put him in. Or what thing was that, 
which they would not make him lubiect to, 
which eyther the head could inuet,or the hart 

; inAi&}, or the hand could at. He ſeemed not En 

in that part, to haue bene ſo much a man, as 4 

very thing, a paſſue ſubltance , a liveleſle in- 

ſtrument, a pile of graſle, in the preſence of a 

great winde, ypon which they had all power 

to worke their will; for he had giuen his, a- 

way . He turned head at nothing, but accep- 

ted of all the ſcorne and paine , which they 

could load him with. 

In the{d Garden we haue ſeene how tor ous Land 
wat of others, he was his own executioner, & was fb. 
tooke ſuch ſad thoughts into his hart, 25 him- je& to all 
ſelte wasnot aſhamed toexprefſe. In his ap- kinds of 
preheſion or taking, he was ſubie to the fy- opprefio, 
ry _—_— tumult, though it were cottte= 
nanced afterward, by the lying face, & tongue 
of Iaſtice, in the houſe of 41145, and Caypha, 
to make that ieeme laudable, which igdeecd 
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(e) How 
entirely 
our ble(- 
ſed Lord 
would 
needs 
ſubmit 
himſelfe 
to al kin 
of inlole- 
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Of the Lowe of our Lord, - 
was damnable . He was {ubiect in that houſe, 
to the hypocriſy and enuy of the Prielts oft his 
ownc Law, togeather with the indignity, 
which the Sycophant did him, by that blow, 
ypon his diuine face. In the impriſonment of 
that night, he was wholy ſubiect to the cour- 
teſy ot tnole keepers of his, who hadonly a 
care not to kitl him, before day, that then they 
might after a manitold kind ofmanner. In 
the examinations of Pilate, he would ſubmir 
himſelfe ro the Vribunall of a Pagan; and in 
that of Herod, to the ſcorne of the ſecular pow- 
er, of his owne Religion. And both there & 
afterward, in Pylates Court, to all the torments 
and ſhame, which could be deuiſed by thoſe 
diſolute ſouldiers. In his way to Mount Cal- 
uary, he would be filent to that world of cla- 
mour, and when he was arriuedto the top of 
the hill, thoſe bloudy executioners were not 
ſoinſolent & cruell in commading, as he was 
nuld , & ready to obey. 

If(e) they had a minde to binde him, he 
meekely offered them his armes , for that pur- 
poſe . If they had a mind to box & beate him, 
& to plucke him, by the venerable hayre or 
wed if to ſpit ypon his diuine face, he neuer 
ſo much as turned it , either from their rage or 
ſcorne ; but they ſtrocke & ſpit, ypon him at 


g their pleaſure. If they had a minde to ſtrip him 


ſtarke naked, they did it, & hereplyed not a- 
gainſt it; though I nothing doubt, bur that 1t 
was the greateſt torment which he endured; 


and they ſiripped him, not only once, but 
| | tower 
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end Sautour Teſus ChriF. 459 
fower ſeuerall tymes, and the lait ryme of the 
fower , did continue till that happy ſyndon, 
his winding theere, receiued, & ihut him vp, 
from their eyes. If they hada mind to {courge 
him, helet them doe itin molt bloudy man- 
ner , Which transformed that vnſpeakeable 
beauty, into a kind ot leprouly, at an initanr. 
Ifthey would reſolue that his imperiall head 
ſhould be alſo wounded ; & that after a man- 
ner, both of torment, & reproach beyond ex- 
ample ; he did not fo much as aske, by what 
commillion they did it ; but he ſubmirted that 
diuine head, toacrowne of long & plercing 
thornes . If, notcontent with that, they were 
'et deſirous to renew his paines, & to giue 
ſim, at once, many wounds in that moſt ten- 
{ible part of his body, and that as often as they 
ſhould liſt , he lent them a Reed wherwith 
they might doe it, by ſtriking him vpon the 
head, at theirfancy . If yet they thould reſolue 
to pierce his body through & through, 1n the 
moſt liuely parts therot, with cruel] nayles, 
he extended his hands & feete to admit what 
ſocuer they could deuiſe ro doe. It they had 
an humour to {coffe and to blaſpheme him, hg 
had cares wherwith to heare them, and yer he 
had a hart wherwith to pray for them, whilſt 
they were curſing him. So truly, and ſo en- 
tirely did heporwre himſelfe on?, «4 any water might 
be ſpil: , which colteth nothing. He powred 
forth his ſighes, and prayers in the preſence of 
God; and his teares, in the view both of God, 
and man. He powred forth his bloud , both, 
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460 Of the Lone of our Lord, © 
through the anguilh of his minde, & through 
the torments ot his body , He powred forth 
his honour, in being ſo prophanely blaſphe- 
mzd, and ſo opprobrioully ſpit ypon, and in 
being ſo ſhametully,and ſo often buffeted, and 
ſtripr of all hiscloathes in the fight of all thoſe 
worlds of pe ple; and laſtly he powred forth 
his precious life, which he reſigned, into the 
hands of his eternall Father. 


4 Concluſion of thes diſcourſe of the Paſſjon of Chri 
our Lord; and the vje which we are bound to make 
thereof : For the greater that the loue and mercy 
is which he expreſſed therem , the more exceſſiuc 
will bns ngour be, for our contempt therof. 


CHAP. 38, 


V t howſoeuer this water of the foun- 
taine of life, were ſpilt, with ſtrange libe- 

rality for our good; yet there fel not one drop, 

for which we thall not be called to a moſt 
(a) *d be firict account, if we be ſo wretched, asnot to 
=—_ faue it from being loſt . For we (a) are to yn- 
Paſſion & deritand , thatit wasnot any one onely part, 
death of which was repreſented by Chriſt our Lord v- 
Chriſt po the Croſle; but they were very many; & it 
our Lord, cocernes vs much, to marke the all. Not only 
doth doth the infinite mercy of God ſhine bright- 
_—_ mn ” ly inthis miſtery;wherin we ſee that his own 
«dna _ 4 increated Sonne was content to dy for the fal- 
ones,  Uation of man, but his infinite Iuſtce _ 

Or 
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dothno leſle appearc ; tince it wouldnot be 
Gatisfied With leile then the death of ſuch a 
Sonne. 
Not only may we heere diſcerne, the pit- 
ty, which he beareth towards finners; burhe 
giueth ys allo ascleere a proſpect, vpon his 
vnſpeakeable dereltation of tinnc;tince jor the 
aboliſhing therot , he was then to .mploy no 
lefle then the very death of God. And tince 
Chriſt our Lord, being the increated wiſe- 
dome of the Etcrnall Father, would nccds yn- 
dergoe all thoſe torments, for the remil};cn 8& 
extirpation of ſinne;it is a cleere demonlit;atio, 
that he felt the weight of our finnes, more 
heauily, then he did his bitter and opprobri- 
ous death; ſince no wiſe man would accept to 
ſuffer a greater paine, for the exculing of ano- 
ther, which were lcfle. Sothat, as by the hu- 
mility and charity of God, which is !o lively 
expreſt in the crucifixion of our Lord Iesvs, 
weare obliged to loue him, and to imitate his 
Humility and his Charity, ſo by the confide- 
ration of that Maieſty of God which we may 
diſcerne, and of the high purity of his nature, 
and his great hate of ſinne, weare taught to 
reuere him , and to tremble, and to car1y firme u. Cor. g, 
zeſolutions to ſerue him with all fidelity, and (Þ) How 
care; and rather to dy a thou'and tymes , then Cfriſt 
once to preſume to offend him in the leaſt de- ©" Lord 
piee. | is the Me« 


. C1arour 
S. Paul declareth to vs, that Dex era” #n , ene 


Chriſto, mundumreconcili.ins ſib3, The b\oamprient Gor and 
Sea gid deſcend to be printed ty rhe humanity of Ch147 man 
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462 and Sauiour Teſus Chriſt. 
oxr Lord, that ſo he mighireconcile the whole world 
10 bimſel, e; and yer neuerthelelle they are te, 
who will be reconciled to faluation by onr 
bleſſed Sauiours death; in compariſon of the 
multitudes which are to periſh. For fo our 
Lord aſiured vs ſaying. The way to heauen is 4 
hard and narrow way, and few will diſpoſe themſeues 
zo walke mit, but the way to perdinon , 154 wide and 
eaſy way, andit will be walked im by many. 
Now this ſtreight way, was the life and 
Doctrine of Chriſt our Lord, according to 
what himſelfe had ſayd, Egoſum va, veritas, &> 
Pita: 1 am the way, the truth , and thelife. So that, 
itis not the only death of Chriſt our Lord 
which ſaues the world; but that death , muſt 
be applycd to vs by ſuch meanes as the wiſe- 
dome of God hath ordayned. This meanes, 
conſiſteth in our meeting with God, in the 
perſon of Irsys Chriſt our only Lord. For as 
God deſcended downe by him, fo by him,we 
muſt aſcend yp towards God . For this cauſe, 
he is ſaid to be medius, & mediator, the widdle 
perſon, and mediatour berwene God and man; and 
indeed, the only true medins termmmus, wherby 
we may euer grow to a good conclution. 
The defire of Chriſt our Lord, is to rayſe 
vs thither, according to his own diuine pro- 
miſe. But a man is not drawne to fpiriruall 
things by force, or by the pace: of his Gow, or 
by . # knowledge of his head, bur by the 
prayers, and pious affections of his hart, and 
the reformation of hrs lite, by a faythtull coo- 
pcration,with the gracs of God. . 
I) 
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and Satiour Teſus Chriſt. 462 
So as, it we meane toreape the benefit ot (c) Reliefe 

this Paſſion, we mult fit (c) belicue, with a of the 
ſupernatural] and vndoubred faith, thatit was Mmiſtery of 
performed by God and man, for the redemp- ws patls 
tion of the whole world. We mult then 1e- 5 by yoo 
flect (d) vpon it, i ith moſt co:diall and p1o- (&)Confi. 
found loue; deteſting e)ou: inns which were gation, 
the cauſes of his {ufterance; and refoluing (as I (e) Dere- 
was ſaying) to dye a thouland deathes rather ſtayor. of 
then to offend him, wlio was {o much offen- I12ce- 
ded by them. We mult f contider the admi- f/ Refie- 
rable yertues which he exerciſed with diuine |, *P9 
perteRion, vpon the Crefle,and in the whole vo 
courle of his holy lite and death; his humility, Chyrut- 
his patiece, his meckenes, his filence, his puri- ous Lord, 
ty, bi contormity, and his Charity. And we | 
are carctully to conſider , that it was in his 

ower, to haue ſuffered as much as he ſuffered 
(ifhe had bene ſo diſpoſed, | without letting 
vs knowne, the maner ot it . But he was plea- 
ſed to doe it, in the eyeot the world, to the 
endthat the world might ſee the patterne of 
all that vertue, which it was to imitate. And 
that, as by the ſubſtance of his death, he would 
redecme vs, fo by the circiſtances & manner 
ofit, he would inttiuct and oblige ysto his 

loue. 

For this it was, that when the Angell re- Marth. 

uealced to S. Ioſeph, titat the Sonne whome the 

ſacred Virgin thould bi:ng foith was to becal- 

led Iezvs, he aiſginet, 2 reafon of g111Ng 

him that name, the Office which he was to 

baug, 3 ſawing ys propic from the;r fines, And as 
ters 
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there are belonging to ſinne, a guilt, or fault; 
and a paine or puniſhment; ſo was this Izsvs, 
to deliver his people trom them both, and nor 
ro be a Sauiour by haltes, yea, and by the le(- 
{crhalte,in delwering them only from the pu- 
nithment of hell, a+ Libertines make theſelues 
belecue, but eſpecially to tree them, by his 
grace, and the holy example of his life and 
acath, tom commurting the very ſinnes them- 
{.thes, as was * thewed before. 


>—— 
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of For the application alſo of this death and 


TY. 


vaſſion,to the ſaluation of our ſoules, we muſt 
be led by this example, to ſuffer ſuch Croſſes 
with patience, as our Lord, by the hand of his 
Erernall, and Fatherly prouidence, thall hane 
2ppointed ysto imbrace, as the way and mea- 
cs of our ſaluation. Our Lord, in his ſuffe- 
:3nce ypon the Croſle, did ſanctity and facili- 
zare all the Croſles which ſhould euer come to 
mankind. And as itis moſt true, that to all 
ſuch, as apply: this Paſſion to their ſoules by 
faith and loue, the eternity of their torment 
in hell, is conuerted by yertue of this ſuffe- 
rance into the temporall paines of voluntary 


pennance, orelle of ſickenes, forrow, pouer- 


ty, ſhane, and the like impoſed by our Lord 
God, orelſc into the paines of Purgatory(ſup- 
poling that they haue not ſatisfied 1n this lite:) 


(2) An vn- and though the temporall Croſſes which they 
x 1rthy & indure , are withall , made light therby; ſo 
moſt wic- wee be to the world for giving life to men, 
Keds er- 


who are ſo ynworthily wicked, asto (g) 
thinke that Chzilt our Lord bath ſuffred _ 
o 


—— 
and Sautvur Teſus Chit. 465 - 
that men haue, in effet, no more to doe, bur | 
to belicue that he did (ſuffer it. 
How can ſuch people thinke that God 
is Wiſe, it he thould haue commircted ſuch a 
folly? How can they thinke that he 1s Tult, it 
he would haue falne into ſuch a partiality? 
How can they thinke that he is holy, it he 
ſhould haue exerciſed ſuch impiety*Nay,how 
can they thinke that he 1s mercitul, it he ſhould 
haue acted {uch a part of cruelty , as it would 
haue bene, for him, to take his owne very El- 
ſence and ſubſtance, his owne nc cared vn- 
derſtanding, the {econd perſon of the molt 
glorious andeuer bleſſed Trinity; and ro knit 
that perlon, by hypoltaticall and inditloluble 
Vnion, to the body and ſoule of the ſonne of 
the All-immaculate Virgin Mother, by the o- 
uerſhadowing of the holy Ghoſt;and to make 
him lead a lite, which, as, on the one ſide, it 
was of ynſ{peakeable ſanEity ( tor which he 
could not chooſe but loue lim, more then in- 
numerable millios of worlds, {o on the other, 
|  jtwas loaden with miſery of many kinds, and 
1 came, atlaſt,toend in ſuch a death , & Paſ- 
lion, as we haue heere deſcribed; and all this 
for the ſauing of moſt wicked foules from hel; 
Who, by the account of theſe men, thould fiill 
Tremaine 11 the {eruitude of tinne, and Sathan, 
whome yet this Lord came to oucrcom? ; and 
thar he ſhould carry and conduct thicm to ea- 
vengto becohcires with him in that kingdoms 
; Notwithſtanding that in this world, they had 
uotendeuoured O KNItate ns hojy and DAjn 2 - 
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466 Of the Lone of our Tord, © | 
full life, nor had bene truely carctull to ful- 
fill his law ; nor had conceaued any cordiall, 
and fruitetull g:iete, tor having tranſgrelled it, 
and much lefle had yoluntarily imbraced, tor 
{ his louc, ſome part of thoſe mortitications, & 
| aynes, and crofles, wherwith his pretious 
lit & cieath dia lo abound 
Take heed of iuch dangerous and impi- 
ous opinions as theſe, and withall, doenot 
thinke your ſelic tree trom them, by only ſay- 
| ing thar you are {o; vnletic you belecue with- 
| all, in the very botrome of your hart, that yo- 
| luntary mortification, and pennance, and pa- 
tience, and humility, and charity, are vertues 
wholy neceſlary for a Chrittian man. And 
that the Paſlſjon of Chritt our Lord, is not to 
| (h)Who be applyed, but by this meanes. No (h) crea- 
| re true Tuc thall be ſaued by the Crote of Chnit our 
louers of Lord, but he who thall Ioue this Crofle, and 
the Croſſe no man doth truly loue it, who will not ra- 
| of Chriſt ther dy then crucity our Lord agayne vpon it, 
| —— by committing a mortall finne; and no man 
doth greatly Ique it, whotor the Joue of our 
Lord, doth not alſo abhorre all veniall ſinne; 
and who dcth not yoluntarily depriue him- 
felte of many commodities, and delights, 
which even lawtully he might haue vſed; and 
who alſo will not imbrace, nor only all ſuch 
Paine and thame, as cannot be auoyded with- 
out ſiune; but many other contradictions and 
auitericies, to which vert he is not bound , but 
only by the Iaw of Jloue. This loue doth 
woke like fe, inthe harts of ſuchas are de- 
voted 


omenngnennnencaeen MR... 


CG NO _ ENS, Dy = : - 
| ; and Samour Teſus Chrift. 467 — 
voted to the Crucinxe; & our Saintslines are | 


ful of great prootes thetot; & how much fc e- 
uer they pay, they thinke it very little, im com- 
pariſon ot the yery mirch tiiey ove. 

'Thebleſled Apoltle $. Paul nath expret- 
| ſed this rruch very plainely & larg lv, mthele = 

few word-, Char:ras Chas preet os, 1 hc Char!ty 2. Cor, e: 

of Christ doth yrge ys on. AS1t Gicrehe had ſaved, 
(as he did abunclantly cite where, to this efect) 
The love of Chist our Tord , and the memory of 
the bitter things whut he endrrod , for Ins wiched 
Creatures , dorÞ ſparic vs on to (jjer much ſor him. I 
doe not , beate the ywre , viut 1 brute my bully , tr. Coreg, 
leaſt preaching ſalu.ut1on to others, my {olfe may be- , 
come 4 reprobare. It is true that we <hallr,agne 10. x, Tims 
geather with Chriſt , but ut miſt ſic 5t be (rue, (hat ive 26 
must ſuſſer alſo wiihizm  Itts tri chat Lam an Ads 
Pojtle, and more then n Apetle & that the ſonne of 
God h:mſelje , came yijibly 0 Call me to bis (erurce; & AR gl 
declared me tobe a Veſeell of election, and that I showld 
carry Ins name before the Xinas and Nations of the 
world.c> that I was r.pt vp mnto the third heaue her 
I was made paitakey »f juch bigh mstc; tes, 4! tt 15916 - 2+ Cor, ns. 
ther lawfull, nor pojuble ſor me t8ptter +, ut vet ot 15 
true withall, that all they why will pre end to be tne | 
Chriians, must crucij) their fiegh with the concupiſ= Galas, ge b 
Cences theroſ;and they muſt pur on Chri#t ottr 1 0:d, as 
| they world put on 4 garment; and 1.ame he ſme 1ud- Romatye | 
| gement of things which he framed, & luc by che (ame A 
| ſpmit which lived i by . Thatis ts ſuv ,bo.b ther x, Corus 
ward, andthe outward nan, mit be ſo compoſed, cs | 
that whereſoeuerhe goes, be my carry with bim the , Cor, 


perry odour of the piety of Chriſt our Lurd, And for my 
- &&. irh 
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3+ Cor, 4. par! ({atth be) 1 amener carrying the mortification of 


| 


l 

: 
; 

: 


Christ leſs 14 my very body, that ſow this ver y body 
of mine, bis life may be made manifeſt to men. 

Fo this etfect, ſpake the B. Apoſtle in 
ſeuerall partes of his Epittles, and he indeed, 
was a true louer of the Crolle of Chriſt our 
Lord; and this loue made him ſo glory in rribu- 
Lations, and mortificattons, and afflitions, tor the 
loue of the ſame Crofle, as that he thus , cryed 
out : Away with glorying tn any other thing . The 
ſame doth alſo belong to vs according to our 
proportion : andif we faile heerof, we muſt 
condemneour ſelues tor vngratetull creatures, 
and procure to mend. As knowing that other- 
Wile, we doe our beſt to make our Lord looſe 
the labour, which he tooke for vs. For-as the 
incomparable S. Auſten ſayth * ro this effett Chriſt 


relig. cap, Our Lord, to give vs the example of all yertue, rooke v= 
x6-apud for him all thoſep.ynetull , and contumelious things, 


= 
%. 
; , "a CEE INE eas Li oe 


wherby yertue 1h: be exerciſed and obtained . He 

was pleaſed tobe poore, that men nught ſo be drawne 
70 deſpiſe thoſe riches, which hey loued,to their ſo great 
pretudrce, for as much as they are inſtruments wherby 
they purchaſe and pFocure deligh:s, whxch deſtroy the 
ſoule. He refuſed to be a temporall Kang , that ſo men 
might deſ>t/c plices of honor, > comaund, which they 
hid , with ſo great anxiety, deſired. He admitted of 
alih:indes of aflroms , and shame, tothe end hat men, 
who vere 17941 to fly from them, through pride, maght 
Pndergoe thenwith hunzlity. He [uffered wrongs, and 
ſo great rouge, as tr was, for him, who was moſt in- 
ocent, t0 be ormen'ed, and condemncd, to the deach 

of the Crejje, for @ matejattour, to he end that men, 
might 


omen — > ———— 
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might be able to ſuffer wrogs with p.riece. He accepted 
of grieuous things, betrg ſconrged, and crowned with 
thornes, and he was affl:ted many other waves, tothe 
end that men, who abhorred torments, might imbrace 
them , when they should be neceſſury towards vertre. 
He accepted, and loned the Croſſe , which was me me ſt 
parnefull & c:umelious death of All others,ro the TY 
that men might admit of anv (uch kind of death, 4s 
God should ſend. All thoſe things ,by the deſire wher- 
of , wwe\tooke occaſion to ſinne, namely riches, pleaſu- 
7e5, and temporall honors, he brought done, into 4 
baſe account, by his ab#ayning fromthem, 4::d ſo he 
taught ys to deſpiſe chem. And all thoſe other th1gs, 
by the flying wherof we faile of vertue, and f.il to 
finne , namely afjiiction , contempt , aud paine, by 
his ſuffering them willingly , and by imbractng thum 
with ſo ardent love, he mm be amiable, and c *; y10 
be endured . And thus, was the whole life , which 
Chrift our Lord did lead in this world; an example, 
and a liumg Dodtrine, of the ations which we were to 
performe. and of the vertues which we were to pra- 
aſe, This is laid by S. Augnſtine. 
Thertore (to conclu( this diſcourſe, of 
the Paſſion of our B. Lord) we hauc a) leene ,. os 
how painefull it was; with how oreat loue he 0) 
endured it;and with how heroicall ve:tue it qc wh ole 
Was performed . We haue feene rhe end and (jicourte 
ayme he had therin; which was, not only the of the 
redeeming of vsfrom nel] but the xecouer) Y ot Pailon 
vsfrom finne, the inducing y< < tO fly from aj Of er B, 
znordinate defire of honour;cſta:e and vyaine . Lord, 
delights, & to imbrace /aiter his «x iple,& for 
his loue)the exerciſe of all vertue, & the m1 
Go > TING. 
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470 Of the Lene of our Tord, 
titication both of the inwaid, and outward 
man. Let vs rake heed that we contemne not 
the ticalures of hts mercies, Jeaiſt we be conſu- 
mcd, by the fiery torrent of his Tuſtice, Let vs 
not prerend to make him looſe his labour , for 
auoyding of a little iabour of our oWwne . He 
is the wiiedoine 1t ſelte of God, and can tell 
how to yalue to a haie, ſuch a huge indigni- 
ty as that would be. And of this truch we muſt 
be wellailured : tor its not only reuealed to 
vs by way of Faith; butit is written in Gur 
harts, by the Jaw it ſclite of nature, and rea- 
ſon: That (k'1it a mercy be offered & abuſed, 
a Vengeance w1l]} belong to that offence. If the 
meicy be great, the vengeance w1ll not faile 
to be great; andit the mercy be infinite, the 
vengeance alio will be intimite? 

And though Chriſt out Lord, be a Lyon; 
and the roarmg of a I,yor. 3% a liightull thing, 
yet he isailoa [,ambe;, & we haue ſeene how 
hc hat bene ſhone, and jlaine: and this Labe 
is not willingly alicnated tiom his loue to 
vs. Butit he be, yen Leſie patrenize vertnur in 
ſurorem: The more 1nuincably patient he was, 
te moreimplacably turious he will be. And, 
for my part, I doe not heare, 1n the whole 


| booke ct God, any word whuch itrickes with 


greater terrour, then When it ſpeakes, of the 
wrathof the Lazibe. 

The holy Ghoſpell deſcribing Chriſt our 
Lord vpo the Crofle, faith, tharthey blaſphe- 
med him as they were palling by . Many blaſ- 
pheme him by their deeds, who doc not fo by 

their 


: and Sauour Teſus Chrrst. ATT 
their words; but hauing an Aw Rex In their 
mouthes , they ſtrike him with Sap Ree in 


their hands. It we dilire inficed of b{afilioc-: 


ming to doe him {eruice, a: ad iT — e happy 
both in heauen and cuen hcerc; our way vill 
be, not to paile fo Jighz ly by his Cro!'c ; but 
there to behould, & conicn nnlate : htm at good 


Jeaſure. For how nierabl\ hall webe ore vt 


countenance atthe hower of our death, i our 
conſcience may iuſtly then accuſe 1 5; tat we 
could nor ſo much a5 find in our hatts nov 
& then, to thinke of tho1e! DITer UNING. Wclt 
the Sonne of God, & God, did tind i148 lace 
toendure, and that WiItil1fnite loue, tor our 
faluation. | 

Our Lord (I) Iesvs, giue vs grace, to 
know, how very wicked things we are. And 
this knowledge being Once ww; all orounded in 
Vs, and our Lo being dotiied, that tor the 
joue of his bitter Pallion, he will make vs fee 
the louche bare ys 11 it; ve flall grow to ia! FN 
delight in looking often vo on that book wit! 
the eyes of ourſoule; and to tney will be _ 
pily ſhut vp from the tohtana Joue of oOraer 
obiets. We ſhall then quickly tind, tat the 
Crofle is no ſuch cruel thing o, as we haue ch- 
ceaued: but that 1t1s thort _d I1gart, and the 
reward therof remainestor eu2r. Refidu 25 tat 
the memory of hertricuds, is honorable xtter- 
ward, euen With the/enemies thzrof. W 10508 
thoſe perſecuting Jewes, with Czzpbas and Pi- 
Lie, & Herod, &althelivertiines of tne work; lh, 
who indeed arlT the CACMmics of Ch! 1; (} ()! 
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DF the Lone of oty Lord, 

Philip, z, Lord, and of his Crofſe as 8. Parl afhrmeth, 
howſocuer they triumphed fora tyme, were 
ſoone, cither beate downe by diſgrace like ſo 

| many bladders, or bliſters; or els blowne yp, 

by alittle tym out of the eſtimation of God 
and man, like ſo many ſquibbs. And now 
they haue tound their place in hel where they 
ſhall remaine as long as God is God, and ſo 
will their ſucceflors 1m inne, ſucceed them al- 

{o in their pun!thment, from which our Lord 

deliner both them and ys. 


Of the vnſpeakeable Lone of om. Lord Teſus, in be- 
queathing to vs vpon the Croſſe, his All-mma- 
culate Virgin Mother, tobe the Mo+ 
ther of ys all. 


EN ARM 79. 


Vr Lord Itsvs, hauing made his laſt 

Vill and Tettament, in that night pre- 

c2dent to his death, at which ryme he gaue vs 

(a) The hjs owne pretious body and bloud , not only 

loue of for the tood of our foules, in the bleſſed Sa- 
Gur Lorc , fi : 

Iefus 6d crament, buttor a Sacrifice to God 1n the way 

after alore of homage, a5toa Soueraigae Creatour, by 

increaſe The inttitution of tne Maſle; and being, that 

with the night, and the next day arriued ſo farre, in the 

torment courſe of his bloudy, and bitter Paſlion , as at- 

which be terinnumerable other affronts and torments, 

cured toſee himſelfe both naked, & nayled, through 

\ Handsandfeere vpona Croſſe; the (a)bowells 

of his mercy were fo ftarre from being _ 

HS< 03 
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ged,or cooled roward vs, that the necter they 
were to breake for griete, the taſter he made 
them bcate for loue. 

And thetrfore, as ſome tender-harted huſ- 
band would haue done, in fauour ot his moſt 
faithfull, and beloued wite, who, hauing let- 
led his affaircs, in tyme of health, by way of 
Teſtament ( wherby he had honorably pro- 
uided tor hereſtate and comtort) would yet, 
whe hedrew neere to death, {in further proofe 
of his affection) increaſe her ioynture, by ſome 
Lordlhips ; and plucke of his ringe of greateſt 
price, from his owne fingar, that he might put 
It ypon hers: iuſt ſo was our Lord Iesvs plca- 
fed to proceed with the holy Church his 
Spouſe. To whome, notwithitanding the lc- 
gacy of [ys owne pretious body, which he had 
given vs already, by Teſtament , he did alſo 
now, when he drew clofe vpon the confines 
of death, with incomparable Charity, (b\ be. (>) Our 
queath his ſacred Mother to vs, as it were by apy le- 
way of Codiciile, which he annexed to that anti 
former Wil] of MS. / his B.mo- 

It hath bene tzene already, Row our Lord, ther to be 
ypon the death-bed of the Croſſe, did ytter alſo ours, 


ſeauen Words, or rather declare himſelfe by as it were, 


ſeauen ſeuerall ſpeaches, both to God and the By WAY 


world. In the former three, he aymed at our *f Codicull 
annexed 


only good, and in the Jatter, to his owne, * laſk 
which yet withall, was alſo ours. In the firſt wrt ” 

of thoſe three, which was the prayer to his 5 CP 
Father, Pater , dimitte illis, yon enim ſciunt quid 

Jaciunt: Father forgiue them for they know nat what 


they 


| AREITTIED 


. world 
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they doe, thoſe perſecutours of Chriſt our Lord 
were principally inteded, by thatdiuine good- 
nes; but yer withall,, thole men were a kind 
of figure, and repreſented, atter a ſort, all the 
ſinners ofthe whole world in their perſons; 
and(o he prayed tor the forgiuenes of them 
all. In the ſecond which was his {peach to the 
ood Thicte, 4mecn dico tthr, hodie mecum eres in 
P.rr4iſo: 1 tell thee, that for certapue, thou $hal: be 
with mem Paradiſe this very day, the ſame good 
thicte was allured of his{aluatinn, atcer a moſt 
eminent manner ; but yet withall, he was a 
Type, and his perſon did exprefſe the chara- 
Ger of all finners truly penitent ; whome our 
Toar. ro? Lord doth inſtantly reſtore ro his grace & ta- 
&© How uour, ypon their humble, and conttant de- 
the fire thereof. 


(peaches . Pp ; 
of Chriſt In the third, which was the ſpeach to his 


our Lord, ©: 
were is Ai ciple, Mulrer ecce filk4s tuus, and then, Ecce matey 


ny ofthe 144; women bebould thy ſonne, 8C then to him, 
meant behold thy mother, as this ſacred Virgin, and thus 
chiefly to Diſciple were, in molt particular manner, de- 
ſuch 4 ſigned to be the Mother , and Sonne of one 
Soles mother; ſo yet, Iohz,therin did carry the per- 
him;mg fon ofall mankind, by being made the Soune 
yet ex- Ofthat moſt excellent Mother. Such was the 
preſly al- ſtile which our Lord held in his death, and 
fo,to ſuch (uch it had euzr bene, throughout the whole 
- weret9courle of his life; to fpzake (c) chiefly to the 
_—_ wip were preſent, and yet expreſly alſo, to 

af. Dole others, who were abſet & the vnborne. 
terward, And 19 truth doth abundantly appcare bY 

[ 
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B. Virgin-Mother, and his moſt beloued dif{- # 
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che Euangelicall hiltory: and to doubt heerot, 
were to ſay the {unne 1+ darke. 

Since God was content to be made man 
forthe lone of men, we aie brought mo. e cai1- 
Iy ro belieue, that man tnall be made a kind ot 
God, in heauen. And io when we knov. and 
contider, that, through Ciritt our Lord, vi ho 
15 the naturall Sonne of God, we may all be- 
come the adopred Sonnes of God; yea and fo 
we are, if we diſpoſe our {c]ues to be ike God 
our Father, and conſequently to Chrilt It- 
Svs our elder brother, 'tor thatthe Father and 
Sonne, are ſo very like, thatoneot the 1s well 
knowne by the other" it (4 will ſeeme lefle (4) How 
ſtrange, and nothing diſagreableto the infimite hubs he 
mercy of our Redeemer, that as he had youck- oi 
ſated io make vs his brethren by the Fathers gf cr 
fide, who 1s God; ne would allo be pleaſed to Lord les 
make vs his brethren by the mothers fide, as he fus, both 
was man, adopting vs, in the perſon of S. 1ohn by the 
to be all, the Sonncs of the ſacred Virgin. Nor fathers 8 
did that deernes of his loue, thine leile, in that the Mo- 
he would comunicate his mother to vs, the in thers (19% 
that he was pleated, that al his other bieflings, 
ſhould be common berwene him and vs. And 
as Toſeph tne Patriarke Joued ht» brother, bythe g,, as 
mothers tide with moſt tendernes;ſoit feemes. 
as if our Lord would even oblice himſelte to 
affect vs, with a greater t6dernes of Joue, now 
that he had receaued vs, as it were 1nto the 


ſame very bowells of purity, which had borue f 


tmſelfe. 
A: our Lord lesvs is our brother, for ma- 
ny __ 


i (e) How 
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476 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
ny reaſons , & eſpecially becauſe weare made 
his coheyres of erernall glory, in the kingdom 
of heauen:ſo in regard that we are made ſo, by 
the benefit and purchaſe of his redemption, & 
conſequently that he begot vs by (© excellent 
a meanes to that rich inheritance; he (e) isalſo 
in holy Scripture called not only our brother, 
but our Father. And fo the holy Euangelicall 
Prophet Eſay ſpeaking of the glorious Tytle of 
Chriſt our Lord, ſetterh this downe, among 
therelt, that he is Pater futuri ſecult, The Father 
of the future age : thatis, of Chriſtians, whome 
by his taich and Sacraments he would beger 
to God. This Tytle of Father coſt him very 
deere; for was there any Mother , whoby the 
way of naturall birth, did bring forth any 
child with ſuch exceile of torment to her ſelte, 
as this Father of ours, TEsvs Chriſt our Lord, 
did, with excctle of anguith and affliction, be- 
geteuery one of them, who of the children of 
wrath, wereto be made, by his meancs, the 
Sonnes of God. And ,theretore, as in courſe 
of natural] deſcent, Chriſt our Lord was the 
Sonne of the ſacred Virgin; ſo it we conſider 
him, as the Father, and regeneratour of vs all 
to grace, then our Lord , and the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, may in ſome ſort, be accompted, rather as 
the ſpouſes, then as the Sonne and Mother of 
one another. ; 

This way of cofidering Chriſt our Lord 6 

our B. Lady, ought not ſeeme ſtrange to vs, 
ſince partly holy Scripture, and partly the co- 


{cr of the holy Fathers ofthe primitiue per 
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| doſoexpreſly ſer irforth to our fight. For tis 1, adCor, 


hence it1is, that Chriſt our Lord is ſo often cal- r;. 

led the(f ſecond Adam, who was to repaite th,c (f | How 
ruines, Which the tormer had draw ne dow ne ©ur Lord 
about the head and eares of mankind. an. | v5 25 


Chiitt our Lo:d came to ſupply the place of dy the ſe= 
the former 4dam, fo our B. Lady, wasto ysa cond Eue. 
ſecond, & a better Exe, then the former, & that 
the wrought, both forher ſelte & ys, as a moſt 
eleuated inſtrument, and partly asa cauſe of 
our reſtitution to that inheritance, which had 
bene forteited by the former. But yet w ith this 


great difference,that as betwene the former 4- 


dam and Eve, the Originall & prime poyſon of 
the h:{t finne,, came chiefly,and primitiuely, 
from the ſerpent to Eue , andthen in a ſecond 
kind of degree, trom her to Adam, and fro him 
to vs: So berwene this latter Adams, and Eve, 

which 1s Chriſt our Lord, & our B. Lady, the 
roote & ground of that grace, wheibythe re- 
demprion of the world was wrought, came 
originally 2nd fundamentally trom God to 
Chrilt our Lo:d, and after a ſecondary & j1- 
ftrumencall manner, through her Sonne our 
L ord, to our B. Lady. | 


rs 
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It is shewed, how our Bleſſed Lady, and Eue dos | 
reſemble one another , and how they drjſer , and | 
our 1 ictied Lady 2s prooved tobe the ſpireruall ' 
mt'er vj all mankznd; and of the mercifuliprout- 
dence of our Lord God there, 


CHAP. $8o. | 


T H x ſinne of eating the forbidden fruite 
was no {ooner commited, but God did | 
cu:iſe and threaten the Serpent mm this maner: 
Inmicuias ponam mter te Cf multerem, ſemen ith 
> /emen illus ,rpſa conteret caput tunum , Cc. I will 

pur emnittes betwene thee and the woman and be- 
1wene thee with thy ſeed, and her with her ſeed; and 

sbee sb:ll bruize thy head &c. Now this Woman 

and her ſeed, is Chrilt our Lord, and our B. 
Lady, togeather withall the Faithfull who 4 
vere tofollow . Andthe jezpent and his head 
is rhe deuill, & all his wicked members, whe- 
Nor ther they'be Pagas, lewes, Purkes, Heretikes, 
.ady Or looſe Catholikes. In (a thus Spiritvall 
| _\Pre- warre, ſo gieft honour 1+ done to our Bicfſed 
. gained Lady, by God himſelte, tl ar by himir 1s tore- 
i eriuph tould, that the lhall be yictorions therin. For 
qe" howlſoeuer the Se&aries of this age, out of a 
8 bell, malignity which they carry againſt this euer- 
blefled Virgin will not ark, it to be read pſ4 

cd:eret, shee hall bruize the ſerpents head, hut pſe c- 
teret,that 1s , Chriit our Lord sball doe 2t;,yea how- 

ſocuer diuers of the auncient Fathers doc, ac- 


gording ro the Hebrew letter, cad it 1pſe, 
(though 
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(though not our of any fuch realon as 18 ſug- 

gelted, by theſe aduerlaries of her honour) yet 

1tis plaine, that the vulpar trantlation, which 

xs of the greatelt authority of any otherin the 

whole Catholike Church, and was made by 

$. Icrome, Who belides his ſanctity, was the 
learnedit man in thoſe tongues who liued the, 

or perhaps hath Jited fincc, 1 the wozle, doth 

read Ipſe, andnot if: andio ao doth. 1t- Spud Og? 
broſe, S. Augnſeiae, S. Gregory, V ereravie Bede, S. rifium l, 5, 
Bernard, and many more. And indeed , whe- 9. 

ther the i<Rion be 1p/e, or Ip/;s, the ſenſe will AMmFre de 
fall out to be in cffect the ſame . Becauſc it we noe Joo 
read Ipſz, the B. Virgin is to be vnderſtood to fk 
haue this priuiledge trom God, through Chritt 


ir C.36., 


our Lord; and though we thould read Ipſe,yet Greg. lib. 


we know euen therby, that Chritt our Lord 1. mor, co 
was not pleaſed to do it but by her; and he ex- 38. 
preſſed, tor her honour, that it ſhould be done Beds in 
by che ſced of her, and that none but ſuch as Coen 
ern ſer, 
are her ſeed, ſhall cuer beable to ouercomethe,, £,,",;- 
Serpent. | ſur &. © 
Vpon thisreaſon it 15, that the holy Fa- 
thers are ſo frequent, and expreile, in ſtyling 
our blefled Lady, Mater ytwentium, The mothey of 
ſuch as lige by pr xce, as Ene was called Mater v1te- 
tm, the mother of {rh as lied by nature, thought 
afterward, the de{erned both to be accomprt2d 
and called Mater re 4m, the mother of fuct1 etna 
as dy by linne. Scrip. Ec « 
8. Ireriens, (Whome S. Fprph.cy1us and S. cleſ. Epiphs 
Hierome calleth the Succeſour of the Apolies, the !.r 10. 2y 
Dicipls of $. Policarpe , and the Martyr of Chritt, hiſt, 3ts 
| h and 
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| 480 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
& who floriſhed within an hundred and odd 
yeares of Chriſt our Lord himſelte ) doth of- 
ren, andatlarge , and expreily thew, the c6- 
pariſon which in ſome ref eds i5to be made 
between our B. Ladd ohd our Grandmother 
Jrenaus 1, EE? but 1 will only cite one patlage, or two 
3 contra Out of him. As Ewe proonmg diſobedrent, grew to be 
hareſ. c.z3. 4 cauſe of death, both to her ſelfe , >the whole race of 
mankind: ſo Mary , baumng a man predesiinated for 
that purpoſe, (but yet she being fill aVirgin,and be- 
2ng alſo obedzene) 14s made a cauſe of ſaluation, beth 
to her ſelfe, andall mankind. And thortly after, be 
affirmeth , That that knot, which was tyed by the 
Lib. 5. ad- q;ſobedience of Eue, was looſened by the faith of Ma- 
Kerſus b&- ,, Andin another place, he ſaith expreſly,th.ct 
Ms Virgin Mary by her obedience 10 God , was made 
the aduocate of the Virgm Eue. 
Iuſtmus the Martyr (who was yet more 
ancient then Irenaw) wryteth thus of Eue, & 
In dial. ca gyr blefſed Lady . A man was borne of a Virgin, 
Tryphone. ,p,,; ſo by the ſame way, wherby d:ſobedzence had en- 
tred, by the ſame, might pardon be obtayned . For Eueg 
being yet a Virgin, by conceaumg th! word of the ſer- 
pent , brought forth diſobedience and death, but the 
Virgzn Mary ,after she had conceaued fatth ou glad- 
nes(the Angell Gabneell bringing her that yfull meſ- 
ſage, "made anſwerethns,Be it ynto me according 
to thy word, 
Tertullian faith, Eve beleeued the ſerpent; 
Mary beleeued Gabriell; tht which the former ſinnc& 
m beleeume , the latter, by beleeumg dd blot our. 
S. Autten ſayth, that the diſobedicn: Exe de- 
ſerued pumishment,but Mary by her obedieiice > _ 
6 


Capey.car- 
ne Chr 1/2 ls 


and Saniour Tefus Chrift. 48: 
ned thepardon of tt. S. Epiphams, who 1s his aun - 
cient, ſayth, That Eve was madethe cauſe of death 76,, has 
20 mien ; for death came by her ito the world, but refiqg, * 
Mary was the cauſe of life,by whome je was begotten 
19 ys, and the Sonneof God came into rhe world by her, 
And where ſinne abounded, there did grace overaboud, 
and whence death proceeded, thence did life aljo pro- 
ceed,to the end that death mreht be exchanged mrobife. 
Andagaine he faythel+iyhere : From Ee ll the 
generary of mankind 1s deſcended inearih, but heere, 
this ife u brought wto the world by Mary, that she 
might bring forth hym who lveth,4d sbc wu made the 
mother of the lzuing. b 
S. Chryſoſtome ſayth, death cameby AdZ, — | 
life came by Chris . The Serpent ſeditced Eue, Mary j,, . - 
gaue conſent to Gabriell, The ſeducing of Eme brought 44,11 4. 
death, but the conſent of Mary, begor 4 Sautour 10 the pud Canif, 
world, l. 4. & de 
| S. Bernard ſayth, as to Ene: Thou rwert Mar,Deip, 
f 709 cruell, by whome that ſerpent did infuſe that dead- {. 18. & 
ly poyſon,euen into thy very busb.and. but the Beleeing ud Cor, 
Mary,did reach forth the Auttdute, or remedy , both \ Th 
for men and women. The former qniniſtred errour, art, ns 
| this latter the p;opttiation of errour , the former ſug- ſuper. 
| geited that offence,and the later brough; forch rbe re- fignum 
- | demption of theſame. Makeb.ſt therfore ' ſayth he magnum 
in another place\O Eue,to Mary; Let this dauohter © 4 ads 
anſwere for her mother, let her remoue thereproach of _ p ye 
her motber, let her ſansfy the Father for che mother, _—— 
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7 | for behold if man were cast downe by 4 woman , he u 
not tobe rayſed vp but by a women. With the ſame 

facility I might alleadge a great number of o- 
; ther holy Fathers , to proue both the ptopor-- 
H h HONS 


a... 
a82 Of the Loue of onr Lord, 
nons, and diſproportions which runne þe- 
q tiene our Grandmother Exe, and the moſt | 
2% blelled Mother of God and vs, the All-im- 
[l maculate Virgin. But this which I have al- 
ready faid, wall ſithce to thew,, how the one 
| was a type and figure of the other; and that 
\' the holy Fathers ot the Church declare, that 
: howſoeuer they are both our Mothers, in ſe+ 
= 44 ucrall reſpects, yerthar the Eaſt and Weſt, arc 
ny 8%: notſofarie off from one another, as this latter, 
Ambr, a- holy, humble Exe, doth in ſanctity excell the 
prud Bonay former. 
in ſpec, And now to the point of her being the 
Frg.c,8 Mother of vs all, ſee turther how * S. Auguſtine 
Cyrillus faith, the is the {purntuall Mother of the members of 
| ne ofÞ the Church, for as much as she cooper.z'ed, to the end, 
ay > ofos that the faithfullmmght be borne m the ſame Church. 
rim, S. Ambroſe alſo faith. If Chriſt be the bro | 
(b)An ex- ther of all bcleeuers, how can she chooſe,but be the mo 
rellent c6+ they of Chriſt? And ſo doth S. Bonauenture deli- 
lideration yer the bleſſed Virgin to be, ot only thepAarticu- 
= Ber= [7 Mother of Christ our-Lord; but the ymuerſall mo- 
the ty Ge ther of all the faithfull. 
prouiddce And S. Cyril giuesa maſſy reaſon heer- 
of our Of, When ſpeaking , as to the bleſſed Virgin, 
Lord heprofefſeth himſelfe in theſe words : By thee 
God,cone all thoſecreatures , who are retayned in the errour of 
4;  Idolatry, areconnerted tothe knowledge of truth. But 
| a by T7: the(b)holy S. Bernard ſhall conclude this point 
| Px ® whe he laith ro this effect; Chriſt our Saul- 
© ourdid ſuttice for the reparation of mankind 


Lo SF, 


Bern, jer, hk ball 

ſup. miſſus Þ<caule all our ſufficiency doth cometo vs by 

«;t, him, and all that alſo, wherot ve haue =_ 
| : o 


mo 


n_ eee 


mother, as that the, being the mother of God, 


might be alſo ours. This holy Saint in the 


fame placedoth giue many reaſons heerot, tull 
of conueniency,and conſolation, Which heere 
I thall nor need to repreſent. But it appeares 
clearly inough, that, as Father 47745 notes, for 
the multiplication of mankind in the courſe 
of nature, God tramed our tirit Father Adam. 
And notwithitanding that he might haue gi- 
uen ſufficiency of power to himalone, forthe 
multiplication of mankind (it he had bene fo 
pleaſed) yer he would not doe it, but here- 
ſolued to giue him acompanion, and helper 
which was our Grandmother Eye, according 
ro the ſweet diſpoſition of hjs diuine prout- 
dence. 


and Sauonr Teſs Chriſt. 433 
for our ſaluation. Yet was it moſt conuenitent 
for our good and comtorrt, that he thould be 
aflociared, in this reparation of ours, by tuch a 
companion as might be a mother , and ſuch a 


_—— — 


In his 
booke de 

imitat, B. 
Firg 


In theſelfe ſame name, when the world #r;as 1, 


was loſt by ſinne, our Lord God hauing re- de imitar, 
ſolued to beget and multiply wtt men, who 8.7 ng. 


might be heires to the kingdome of heauen, he 
gaue his only begotten Sonneto be Incarna- 
te, whoby his lite and death might beger and 
breed ys to ſaluation. And although it be moſt 
true, that this Father of ours is all ſufficient by 
himſelte alone, to pertorme this worke ot our 


Regeneration, becauſc he 1s of infinite yertue;, 


» 


and who according to the r:gour of Jnltice, 
doth merit grace, and glory tor his children; 
ad doth obtaune pretions fauours, and ſausty 


"$ 
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494 O) the Loueof our Lord, 
tor all kind of tinne; yet ncuerthelefle God 
\Was pleaſed according to the deligne ot his 
owne excellent wiſedome, to giue to Chriſt 
our Lord, the moſt facred, and molt holy of 
all mcere creatures, his All-wnmaculate V ir- 
gin Mother Mary, to be acompanion to him- 
ſelfe, in the ſpirnuall generation ofthe world, 
as the methe; therot ; who might alliit, and 
ſerue him in fo great a worke. Not by way of 
praying tor vs, or of juſtitying ve, or of giuing 
Vs grace, or glory, as ot her owne guitt, (for al 
that, is proper to the redeemer and Sauiour of 
the world) but to the end that the might con- 
curie, tothe reducing ot ſinners by the way of 
ſweetnes andloue; interceding and prayin 
for them, and offering vp, tor their good, al 
thoſe excellent operations, & ſernices, which 
ſhe performed in this lite, to her blefled Sonne 
our Lord , and ſo obtayning celeſtiall fauours 
for them,and facilitating their way to heauen, 
by diſcovering the infinite mercy and ſuauity 
of Almighty God, to the eyes of their mind. 
ll 69g And if(c)S. Paul might ſay, in the word of 
quence, truth, 1 baue begotten you to the Ghoſpell, how 
3. Cor, 4, Much more might this blefled Lady fay it, in a 
moiſt eminent manner, who did beare and 
bring forth our Lord Itsvs,and did both ther- 
by, and otherwiſe, ſo admirably and imme- 
diatly cooperate towards the ſaluation of the 
whole world. 

Not only do many particular Fathers a[- 
cribe the title of Mother, to our bleſſed Lady, 
but the holy Catholike Church, doth ijoyntly 

glory 


(e)A cleer 
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glory in calling her by that ſweer name; and 
cſteemes herſelte happy, that the may haue re- 
courſe to her, as ſuch. Nor giues the only way 
to all her faithfull children to acknowledge 
this maternity of hers in priuate manner; but 
in that publike Office, wherin the celebrates 
the prayſe and memory of her Spoule, at all 
yo 6.AoRn both of euery day and night, as 
one who well vnderſtand+, by thar ſpirit of 
ſanCtiry and truth in which ike is guided, that 
no honour doth more delighttully redound to 
our Lord Ixsvs, then that which magnifyeth 
the happy 'creature, who gaue him a body of 
her owne all-immaculate fleth and bloud. 


The externall Excellencies , and attraftinencſce of our 
Bleſſed Lady. The reaſons of congrunty which 
prooue her innocency , and purity, and the mnu- 
merable motives, which oblige the world to adnnre 
& loxe ber. 


CHAP. 8:r. 


O theend that we may be inuited , and 
incouraged to gratitude towards AJ- 


- mighty God, for giuing his glorions mother 


$0 be alſo ours ; and that we may, both con- 
ceaue of her dignity & comply with our own 
duty as is fit, I wil procure to thew both what 
kind of excellent creature ſhe is, in her (elte,8& 
of how admirable vie and aduantage to y<. 
Touching the (a) Nobility of her deſcent, it 
wil ſuffice to hcere what S. Bernard ſaith. There 
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In the Of- © 
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(a) The 
lorious 
and holy 
extraction 
of our Bt, 
Lady, 
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486 Of the Love of our Lord, 
Fer. fer, i ſomewhat of the celeſtiall , which Shineth in the pro- 
ſuper Sig- geny of Mary : That eurdently she i deſcended of 
nummag= Kings: that s5he 1of the ſced of Abraham, that she i 
nm. (pongefrom the ſtocke of Daind . And if thu be [utle, 
APC I. [et it befurther added, that by a ſpectall priviledge of 
ſanthity, she iwas knowne 10 haue bene granted tothe 
world, from beaucn; That lon? before she was pointed 
at from aboue, to our ſorcſathers ;, That she was pre- 
figured by misi1call miracles, and fore tould by prophe- 
tical Oracles . For as much as may turther con- 
cerne the {anCctity of her extraction, we mult 
know that it came fro the tribe of Leui, as wel 
as from that of luds, For howſoeuer ſeuerall 
tribes were not generally to match with one 
another, yet that rule had no place in theſe 
two, but the Sacerdotall , and the Royal 

often matched togeather. : 
Herexteriour beauty was ſuch, as be- 
7 « came the mother of that Sonne, of whome it 

ſal. 44.* Y* 4 L608 4 ; 

Ambr. g, WA ſaid, Spectoſus forma pre filtys hommnum: Beau- 
in Hit. ver, £1fell beyond the moſt beautifull of the Sonnes of men. 
© 7.0 8, And yeta beauty it was, of ſuch an admirable 
Thowin holy kind, as thataccording to the teſtimony 
3 dſtint, of antiquity, it had the property to quench all 
ze 4-7. &f, flames of luſt in the behoulaers. Bleiled be our 


_ 


2 yo Lord who hath prouided ſo ſ{weeta remedy 
4 0 gig for our miſery . For knowing (as Father Aris 


noterh, in his booke of the Imitation of our 
B. Lady)that one of our greateſt enemies, was 

. the inordinate loue of women to men, and 
men to women ; he hath, for the redreſle of 
this inconuenience, giuen a man to the world 
(whois his owne only begotten ſonne) and 

| whome 


/ 


et. end 
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whome women might both loue , and cuen 
by that very louing they night become pure 
and chaſt. And Pa hath he beltowed a 
moſt beautifull woma vpon the world, which 
is this glorious Virgin Mother; by the loue of 
whome, men might deliuer themſclues fron 
ſenſality, and become the Dilciples of her 
high purity. For by louing this man, and th11 
woman , men are ſpiritually, as it were con- 
uerted into them, and doe giue ouer, after a 
ſort, to be themſelues. And trom hence it hath 
proceeded, that fince God became man, and 
was pleaſed to be borne ot the blefled Virgin, 
the feilds of the earth haue produced innume- 
rable roſes of virginity, both in men & wo- 
men. And the Church hath bene tilled with 
this rare treaſure, wherewith the world in 


former tymes, was not acquainted. 
There (b) could be no ſuch defeRt of ©)Divers 
Po or goodney in our Lord God; : Ms 
ut that ſince he was pleaſed to take his whole 1 _ 4g 
humanity from one Creature , he would alſo yince the 
be carefull of that excelent creature in ſtrange B. Virgin 
proportion. Since the diuinity it ſelfe, wound to haue 
vouchſafe to be hypoſtatically, and indifſolu- een tree, 
bily vnited, to the fleſh which he would take 5 on all 
of her body, in her wombe (that wombe of ; _ _ 
which is elegantly, and molt truely (aid, that F _ ifc- 
it was Officina miraculorum, the very ſhop, and [e-. , \{ 
mint-houſe of miraculous things) how can it Natwas, 
be, that he ſhould nat preſerue her, from all / ig. 
thoſe ſinnes and ſhames, which the reſt of mi3- 
kind was ſubic to? He would aor live to 
Hh 4 long 
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430 Df the Lowe of our Loyd, 
Jong, inthat holy Tabernacle of hers, where 
ſhe was cuer imbracing him with her very 
bowelis; and then haue a hart fo hard, as to 
gocaway ,as it were, without paying her any 
houſe-rent, out of his ruuches. He camcinto 
t. 1091. 3. the world to dijjoiuethe workes of the druell, even 
inthe greateſt enemics and rebells to him that 
could be tound; and therfore he would be ſure 
to preuent the ſoule of that body, which was 
but the other halte of his owne, with ſuch 
ſtore of benedictios, as wherby the very ayre, 
and (ent of any finne whatſocuer, might be 
farre from breathing vpon her, 

Chriſt our Lord deſcended trom heaue 
to aduance the kingdome and glory of God, 
and he could notthen, giue way, that the hart 
which had conceaued him, with ſuch faith; & 
which had adored him with ſo much loue, 11 
herimaculate wombe;& which had ſo liberal- 
ly fed him, at the tai-le of her ſacred breſt; & 
lodged himin the bed of her holy boſome;and 
couered him with the robes of hcr pretious ar- 
mes; 6 which had fo diligently attended him, 

Mgt.s, inthat Pilgrimag? of Egrp:;and had ſerued him 
ſo purely , both with body, and ſoule, in all 
the reſt of his life & death; that this hart, I ſay, 
ſhould euer be in caſe to giue conſenttoinne, 
wherby the thould, of the ſpouſe of god , haue 
become, according to her then preſent ſtate, 2 
lymme of Sathan , and be in fine, the mother 
of Chriſt our Lord, & yeta Traytonrto him, 
and both at once. 


Nay the was not only voyd of ſinne, but 
aboun- 
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and Eauotr Teſus Chriſt. 43g 
abounded(c)in ſactity, whoſe ſacred wombe fe) The 
was foreſeene , & foretold, ro be Aceruts tri- ſublime 
tici,, vallatrs lilys. 4 rich heape of cornc compaſſed in ſanQity of 
with a farre and ſweet incloſure of Lylltes. And as — 
thoſe Lyllies of her pureſt body, gaue him a ,/1*'F* 
body of {uch beauty ; ſo did tha bread of hea- (;,,, ** 
uen, abundantly teed,and cuen fealt her foule, P? 
with his plenty . The Prophet Icremy was 
ſanRified in his mothers wombe, and ſhe was 
therfore to be much more ſanctified, who was 

to apparaile Sanctity itſclte , with a pretious 

body, made by the hoty Ghoſt, of her pureſt 

bloud . And being ſanctified then, farre, and 

farre beyond that holy Prophet, that priut- 

lege muſt needs ſeruc herafterward, toſo good 
purpoſe, as that hauing bene holyer in her 
mothers wombe then he, the prew attcrward, 

when ſhe came into the worla, or rather whe 

ihe had brought the Sauiour therot intoit, to 

be incomparably much,and much more holy. 

S. lobn(d)B.pt1it alſo was ſandtifed in his (dy The 
mothers wombe at the preſence,and vpon the great ad= 
very hearing ot our B. Ladycs yoyce as S.Elt- vantage 
zabeth doth expreſly ſay,)& h©was freed from Yhichour 
his Orte1nall tiane , and indued with the vc _ 
of reaſon; and he exulted, and did exerciſc I 

| : all 
the operations of his ſoule ( which was the py,a wo 
grommd and foundation ofall the admirable tures, 
fanctity which floriſhed in that Precutſour af- Luc. x, 
terward)accarding to the high office to which | 
he was called. So as this mother of God hirg- 
ſelfe, who was the mecanes of thoſe benedi- 
ions to S. Elizabeths houſe , by her preſence, 
mult 
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490 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
mult euer intallibly, haue bene asfarre beyond 
| Pſalm, to S. Iobn Bapuſt in ſanity, as the was in digni- 
| ty.. For of him it is ſaid that he was not wor- 
x bs to vnty the latchet of our B. Sauiours ſhoo 
Sas, rs (though yer he were the'greateſt, amongſt the 
| Sonnes of me) wheras ſhe had ben made wor- 
| j thy to giue him all the fleſh & bloud he had. | 
| Itis a moſtcertaine rule of what we are | 
q to belieue, concerning the proceeding of Al- 
| mighty God, which S. Augutine giues vsin 
li, 3. de theſ: words: Quicquid ths, yera ratione, meliusoc- 
currertt, ud ſctas feciſſe Deum : whatſoeuer thou canſt 
conceaue to bebeſt according to the diftamen of redi- 
fied reaſon, know, that ſo it done by Almngbty God. 
Now,who {ces not that it was fitter, & bet- 
ter, that the mother of God, ſhould haue bene 
bumble then proud; diſcreet then raſh; belee- 
uing, then incredulous;and, in fine , apertet 
Saint, then a grieuous finner? 

Her glorious perſon is high inough our 
of reach, aſſumed to heauen ; and God forbid | 
thatnow any crearure, ſhouldcotinue, tocru- 
cify her, in her honour, and in the fame of her | 
ſanctity, or in the effects of her mercy. The 
Jewes crucified the Sonne, butlet no man be 
ſo wicked, as tocrucify the mother. Letno ma 
_ ___nowbelike thoſe Heretiques of auncient time 
Antidico, ho thinking{belike) that the ſword of ſor- 
Ne TOW, which wasforeſcen,& foretold, by holy 
Shiph i. 5-Simeon,and of which it was ſaid, that zr should 
ber. 98, pierce her h.crt from ſide, toſide, at the crucifying of 
Cc, ty our Lord, did not make the wound wide 1n- 


ough;and therfore they would needs procure 
19 
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and Sauour Teſw Chrift. 45r 
to keepe it open, with their venemous teeth* 
andtongues . Let men, I ſay, be like them ſo 
much the leſſe,as'the Turks themſelues in their 
Alcorz, hauc bin couinced fo tar, by the certaine 
andcleere truth of the purity and perfection of 
our bleſſed Lady, as in ſeuerall places, by way 
of exclamation and admiration, to ſay thus of 
her, O Maria &c. O Mary thou art more pure, and flcoy: 
noht, and cleere then allother menor wome1,,;vho doth Mahon, 
perpetually attend to pleaſe God alone ! There is A7oar, » 
none borne of the children of Adam, free from © 75: 
ſinne, but Mary and her Sonne. There 1s none 
amongſt the children of Adam, whome Satha 
hath not defiled , excepting Mary and her 
Sonne. 
Ifany wicked man, would needs haue a 
ſpightto any other, euen of them who are re- 
corded in holy wric, they might have more 
colour; for there are few who were not ſub- 
ic toſome apparent fault. There wasatime 
when Dauid committed a moſt inexcuſable*- Reg. Ire 
murther: Salomen fell away to Idolatry; & the R8+ ts 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, hadtheir defects. And 
ſuch as were free tromfaujt were yetfound to 
execute ſome ſeucrity, which howſocuer, in Heth. 26. 
itſelfe, it were iuſt and good, yer ſuch perſons, 
vie to be leſle attractiue of the loue of others. 
If any man ſhould be inceſtuous, I would 
meruaile the leſle, although he ſhould cry out 
agamlſt $. Paul, becauſe he delivered oucrone 
of that confraternity to the deuil] by excom- 1» Core $o 
munication. Or if he would breake his pro- 
miſe made to God, though he rayled againft 
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43% Of the Lone of ow Lord, 
$ >2rer hecraule Anime ON 5479474 Were ſirocs 
£5 2cac 1a te Apoltles pretece, or that finne. 
©: eng Wholy giuen ouer 29 irequent Ta- 
ze 17S and playes, & ro works his ynbridled 
7:14 , whatſocuer it may cott,it he have no 
Tand to 5. lhon Bapnjt, whome he counts to 
2a:x ><ene a melancholy kind of man, & that 
' ze was no good Courtyer,in reprouing Her 
for tus bn to his face . Or b_e a | tg 
nour of the worthip of God, I ſhould not wo- 
ger ſo very much, though he maligned the ye- 
ry fountaine of landgity, Chnit our Lord him- 
ſelfe, becauſe he whipt fuch offledours as thoſe 
out of the Temple. Bur in this facred Virgin, 
25 on the one ſide there was neuer the leaſt de- 
fe& at all, of which any creature could iultl 
taxc her; ſo on the other, the had no ſuch Ot- 
fice as might oblige her to the executio of any 
ſeuerity , vpon the pretence wherot, they 
could grow to be auerted from her. 
Ot her excellency otherwiſe I ſhall fay 
ſomewhat afterward, but for her diſcharge in 
point of Innogency, I would but aske the 
ſowreſt Critiques of the world; What action 
of hers they did euer note, what word they 
'e) The did cuer read or heere; or what (e)coppy of 
ex:eEue herconntenance, they did cuer take, in atrue 
ſezuity of light, which did not eut ſmell with ſweernes, 
our B, and goodnes? Yet peraduenture this will not 
Lady. ferue, becauſe themſelues will not be ſuch as 
they ought. They loue not to ſee the ſenſuali- 
ty and pride of thetrowne lives reproached, 
by the example of her high purity , and _ 
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and Sautour Teſus Chredt. 492 
holy humility. And they conceaue her to calt 
more ſhame ypon them, then cuen the exam- 
ple of Chriſt our Lord himſelfe would doe. 
From the imitation of whome, they would 
excuſe themſelues becauſe he was God aſwell 
25 man;wheras the was no more then a mere 
creature, though, moſt eminently infpired 
by the grace of God, which yet they allo in 
their proportions may be. But if they would 
once procure to imitate this Queene of heauen 1. 
in her yertues, there is no foule capable of rea- | 
ſon, 'which could euer detaine itſelte, from 
becoming the trumpet of her prayſes. 
It any narrow-harted man be inclined 
out of ambition to enuy ſuch as aſpireto tem- 
orall Greatenes, his Enuy mutt looke after 
another obied, Uince ſhe was poore and pri- 
uate, and loued tobe ſo. It he hate all cruel- 
ty of condition , he may better imploy that 
hate, vpon what other creature he will; tor 
in this ſacred Virgin, he could neuecr ſee any 
thinge, which might offend him, vnleſſe he 
will be angry with her, tor hauing neuer re- 
ſented any indiguity, that could be done her 
in this life. If he loucto be reuenged of ſuch as 
doe him any wionge, that paſlion can haue ({ How 
noe place vpon this Queene of Heauen, er Su e 
Who neuer did him or any, any other wrong, 3 oo 
then togiue her ficth and bloud to God, that OR 


to aJmice 


he _ ſpend and thed it for the redemp- and lone 

tion of man. But (t) if, on the other ſide, there tt:is 

be any thinge which he can reſolue ro pitty, Queene 

i hex he may fee a world of painc, for the of heave, 
| | Crollss 
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494 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
Croſſes of her ſonne, ſupported by him, for 
the finnes of vs his wicked ſ{eruants. If there 
be any thing which he can be content to ad- 
mire; in her he ſees 4 i v7 of bloud, dignity 
of calling, and ſanity of life, all met in one, 
If he be nor ſo fierce, but that there is ſome 
thing which he may be induced to loue, in 
her he may behould moſt incomparable beau- 
ty of body, with an ynſpeakeable ſuauity of 
minde; who neuer , in all her life, gave apy 
one croſſe-anſwere, nor ſhewed fomuch as a 
ſtrangeeye roany creature, nor complayned 
of any incommodity, nor refuſed to be ſub- 
ie to any impertinency; nor fayled to ſuc- 
cour any miſery. But if we will looke ypon 
her ſtory with vntroubled eyes , we ſhall find 
all the traces of her pure fecte, to haue bene 
full of a kind of diuine, profound, perpetuall, 
humble, ſuffering ſweetnes, which at laſt 
will oblige men to be her ſlaues. 


Of the ancomparable ſanitiry which  1mplyed to haue 
beene wm 0ur ; 4 Lady, by the conſideration 
of the hith dignity of ber calling ; and how that 
maner of ſpeach u ro be ynderSood, mn holy Scrip- 
ture, wherby our Bleſſed Lady doth ſeeme, in 
the eye of ſome, to be diſaduantaged. 


CHIA P. 5:2. 


N dv how indced could it be choſen, but. 
that her cxternall actions, ſhould leauc 
behind them an admirable odour, whoſe 


ſoule did fo regorge with the moſt ſublime 
peu 
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perfeRion of ſanctity which might be agrea- 
ble to the dignity ot the mother ot God. The 
B.(a) Apoltleinterred the ſupreme excellecy of (a) A inft 
Chriſt our Lord, trom the name of Sonne aa 
| which God had giuen him, and that thertore, gjgn of 
|  hedid infinitely excell the Angells. For to the excel- 
which of them (faith the Apoſtle) was it ſayd lency of 
| at any tyme, Thou art my Sonne, this day have 1 9ur B, 
begotten thee? Now the {ame kindot diſcowle, Lady 
hath alſo place, in honour of our B. Lady. Fan 
For ſince, togeather with the name, & Othce, wy ” 
| the God of power and wiſedome is wontto Ogce 
| giucall the abilities, and ornaments, which Hebr, ,, 
| may concerne the ſame; what thought can 
there be, that there thould be any thing in any 
meere creature, yea Or in all of them put togea- 
ther, which might preſume to compare, with 
the ſuperexcellent mother, of the immortall 
God? And thettore it is no ſpeculation, or 
ſtreined conceite , but a conſequence which 
flowes apace, or rather flyes, as a man may ſay 
downe the hill ; That as the dignity ot Gods 
mother, 1s incomparably beyond the dignity 
of Patriarks, Prophets, Precufſours, Apolltles, 


| and whatſoeuer 15 high,or holy in the king- : q; 
dome of God; ſo alſo d :th her fanctity exceed | 
theirs, as farre as a mountaine exceeds a moate, | 

'þ « j 
Or as the ſea, exceeds any ithallow brooke. And | 


| the meaneſt act of yeritue, which eucr was 

practiſed by this B. Lady,did in the intenſenes 

of it, farre, and tare exccll the grcareſt of that 

kind, which cuer was cxeiciſea, by any other , | 

except her Sonne our only Lord X Sayiout. $| 
F arre 
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496 df the Loxe of otiy Lord, 
Farre be it trom any Chriſtian to cone 
ceaue, by the rclerued manner and ſpeach, 
which ſometymes 1s held by Chritt our Lord 
to our B. Lady, in holy Scripture (wherby 
he did but meane to teach the world certaine 
lefls6s, or els radeliuer ſome hidden myſteries) 
that he could haue any intention to rebuke 
her, as faulty , in the leaſtdegree; yea or 
euen to reprehend her, as not being worthy 
ot a}l honour. But it 1s to be conſidered, that 
our Lord IeSvs was a Prieſt after the order of 
Hebr, $.@ Melchiſedeth, of whome it is recorded that he was 
Jo without Father , and maiher . As man, our Lord 
was Without a Father, and though he had ſich 
an excellent motheras we know, yet, in the 
eyc of the world, he would gine little notice 
therof, at ſome particular tymes; any more 
then to that eye, he would give any know- 
tedge ot the dignity of his owne dune perſo. 
Tac. r. When our (b) B. Lady,and the Angell, 
(b)Of the were in conference togeather, we haue partly 
great ho- {ecne the honour, and homage, which was 
nour, performed to her, by thatceleſtial Sparit,a high 


| Whichs Þijince of Gods heauenly Court. When our 


_ B. Lady was ſingle, with S. Elzzabeth, in the 


Lady , * performance of her Othce of humble _— 
by Saines, WE know how that Saint, that Propheteſlc, 
by An- thatmocrher of the great Precurſour of Chriſt, 
gells, and that Kinſwoman of our B. Lord, was In con- 
by our fuſion to receaue the honour ofa viſit, trom 
Lord God her. And the was d:awne to forget (asa man 
bira(clts - may fay\)ecuen the very rules of modeſty, by 
Exeai1e, crying out withalowd yoyce 1 adoation 

0. 
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of the bleſſed Virgins excellency, and felicity. 

| When Chnit cur Lord Was priuate, & 

not in the exerciſe of his publicke Othce of 

Doctour of the world (in which priuacy he 

continued tor thirty, of the three & thirt; yea- 

resof his wholelite who can doubc with how 

periect, & profound reuerence, that Sonne of 

God, and very God, would be {ure to cairy 

himſelfe, co his ſacred mother. The holy Scrip- 

ture exprelly ſaith, that when he returned, tro 

being tound in the Temple, he contmued ſubiett, Luc, z," 

not only to our B. Lady, who was his natural 

and molt worthy mother , but wo S. ioſeph alſo 

who was but his putatiue Father. It would(c) c)N 
ther{ore be Itrange, it when we are taught by oo un 

ſo exprelle evidence, what honour was done gf his rea © 
to this ſacred Virgin, by Angells, and Saints, fon, © 
and euen by God himſelte, in this mortall life, 

during thoſe thirty yeazes of his ſubiection to 

his parents ( excepting that only inſtant tyme 

of his teaching in the Temple, at rwelue yea- 

res of age) We thould artguc any vnderualew to 

haue bin, in the mind of ſuch a Sonne, to- 

wards ſuch a motic:;or of anFirrcuerence, or ' - 
want of care and due reſpect, in the mind E 
of (uch a mother towards ſuch a Sonne. And 
all this, but only vnder the colour of ſome 
words , which our Lord might ſay to her in Þ 
the hearing ot others, atſuch cymes as when 

he conſidered her, not ſo n;ucl1 as lie I:nevwy her 

to be the mother of himſelie, whowas God, | 
but as the ſeemed in allappearige to be, which | 


Was a arpenters Wate. 
In Though 
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# 00 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
W:; elt Angells in heauen; but becauſe, as it was 
| comparably Superiour to it in proportion, 
ſo yer 1t carried a kind of reſemblancein the 
ror condition therot, Sothat it any ſhould 

* Lord Ie- ; In Sent 
J ſas, is the A5Ke me what wasthe true name, and. as it 
| only me- Were, the very nature of Chritt our Lord? I 
+ diatour of would ſay, God Incarnate; and ſo alſo, if 
| { Redeinp- he ſhould aske me, the ſame queſtion con- 
z; Bon, and (oying the Mother of God; I would not 
i gr doubt butto lay, that the were Vertue, or Sa- 
' monex. Etity, orthe Angelicall nature incarnate , and 
} cellenn that theperiection ot all created ſanity , vn- 
3} media- derthatalone of Chriſt our Lord, had taken 
tourok ypon it, the habit ot her holy fleſh and bloud, 
{ Intercel- thetby roilluminate and inflame the world. 
— tion, vn- 4d that () as Chriſt our Lord, was to be the 


der hi 8 : 
| =—_T Mediatour of Redemption, berwene God the 


the father Father, and man;ſ{o was the ynder him, to be 
and be- the moſt exccllent Mediatour of interce(i{ion, 

; tueenhim betwene vs and him, as the holy S. Bernard 
lot & vs, duthexpreſly attirme. 


-Þ How the ſandity of our B. Lady , doth much 1m- 

—Y ; port 70 the hoflour of Christ our Lord. How not- 
withitanding all her excellency, we axow her to 
be nothing, in _reſped of Chriit our Lord as God, 
and by mnumerable degrees infertour to him as 
e141: and bow much more honourably our Lord 
redeemed her , then others. 


CHAP. 83. 
F aman, who were fu}l of want, ſhould 


need the helpe of a woman, towards the 
| obtay- 
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obtayning & accomplithing ot ſome honora- 
ble and vſefull deligne of his; and if the ſhould 
cheerfully concurre therin, and fo the end dc- 
fired ſhould be obtayned by him, could that 
man beſo wicked, as not to acknowledge the 
merit of that other creature, and not to intich, 
and honour her, as far as her condition would 
| bearc; eſpecially it he were mighty, and not to 
be made the poorer by it ? Or at leaft, it the 
| caſe thould'be fo pur, as that his owne tutuwe 
honour, were ſ{ointeretled in the honour & 
excellecy of that other, as that they rwo,weie 
Relatives, and thar, after a ſort, it would rc - 
dound vpon them both a like; there could be 
no doubt, but that howſocuer he were fo yn- 
worthy, as not to be oratetull to her for her 
ſake, yet he would no: taile to be fo, torhis 
O\WNne. 

What kind of {a) thing muſt they ther- (a) How 
fore, make Almighty God, who allow him o=r L079 
not to hauc endued our Blciled Lady , with- V3 © 

yy . "> 4 were as 
all che priuiledges and prerogatiues of ſactity, p17. 
and grace, wherof a purecreature could be ca- g47,..Þ jo 
pable; fince he tooke feth ot het; and that the Lady 
was ordayned from alleterniry to git1e 2 new with all 
being, and nature, and lite to himſelte 2 Whet- priteRts. 
by he was to atcheeue the moſt glorio:s en- 
rerprize which cuer he had vngertaicen , or C- 
ver would? And fo much more wicked is itto 
| thinkeany ſuch thing of Cod,zuen becuie lie 
is God, and isnota whit tie emptier tor fil- 
ling any other with himſelto. And hecaule he 
1; ſupreme goodne;, and knoxwer not ligsy 50 
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502 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
be ouercome with curtely . But now ſince he | 
deſcended to this Incarnation, in the B. Vir- 
gins wombe, eſpecially, and expreſly, forthe 
meere cHmunicacion of himſelte to all his rea- 
ſonable creatures ; what flouds of grace muſt 
he nezds be beleeucd to haue rayned downe y- 
pon that happy ſoule, by whole only meanes, 
vnder himfelte he was atterward to deriue | 
himſclic to others © Yea and finally, if this 
blaſphemy could be a truth, that God had 
ſought his owne, and not our end therby; and 
that it were pollible , to conceaue God to be 
wiſe, and not conceaue him to be alſo good, 
yer euen wiſedom alone, would haue obliged 
him to doe all that tor her, which could poli- 
bly haue bin doneto a created nature, fince 
himſelte was to be fo highly interefled ther- 
by, his very body hauing bin wholy hers. 

The glory or ſhame of any mother, and 

) That her Sonne , are ſoneere of kinne,, thar they 
beds, wil not part; and how much more of this 
which Sonne, and motier, fince this mother gaue 
our B.[.g this Sonne all Is humane nature he had , by 
>&y gave the ope;atio of the holy Gholt. And, b)thatve- 
to Chriſt ry body, ſo beſtowed by her as to remaine, & 
our Lord ,jone ar the right hand of God, for all ererni- 

weave, . IC oo 

Wand It 15 thertore of much honour to Chriſt our 

which is 1-919, the more honorable and excellent his | 

toraione Bicfted Mother was. And by this we way al- | 
eternally {oeaiily diſcerne, the immenſity of height, to 
arthe Which our Bletſed Lady is exalted. She being 
rig:e hid rayicd vp, ſoneere to the Deity of Chriſt our 
of God. Lord itſelfe; and beholding that pt Lone 
Go 
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} God, both perſonally, and eternally, to {ub- 
fit, andliue in her nature . And by the infini- 
te merit of that perſon of hits to be working 
ſuch ſtore of ſpirttrcall miracles in the world, 
adorning men heere with guitts of grace, and 
crowning them afterward with plory. 

So great is our Bletied Lady, & fo much 
| more, as ihall be thewed atierward:and her ad - 
nerſariesand ouis, haue no caule to {candalize 
themſelues with vs, torſaving ſo. For tothat 
which they are wont to ſay, that we cquall 
her ro Chriſt our Lord, I will dcitie them to 
receaue this ſhort true an{were, that atterward 
I may'proceed in her prayles, witiout atty tur 
ther feare of offending them: By ſo good a 
worke weall acknowicdge and beleeue, our - 
Lord Itsvs to be rue and peiiect God, and 
that our Bleſſed Lady, (thoug! the molt ex- 4. 
cellent meere crearure that eucr vas) to haue Th A: 
bin no more then a meere cicature. Now.'c, it on - __ W 
followes heerypon that there was, & 15, More c<g:par- 
excellency in him, as God, then her, by mote fon at all, 
millions of degrees, then there is greater qui. bexweene | 
tity in the bulke of the whoTe \vort, the 11 Our BIG 
the leaſt little moate,, which wanders vp and {Ys 774 


downe in the ayre. For, 1 a word, he 1s 11f1- "_ 
- Io . 2 Lo9l 

nite, & ſhe bur finite, & thertore there lyesno 1c; 

| kind of companion berwene tem rwo. _ 
| Let it be alio confidered, that eren 
what the had of dignity and greatnes, did aJl 
originally (as will turther be thewed atter- 
ward) depend vpon that firſt Grace, wherb 
ihe was clecicd, withour any merit at all of 
314 lie: + 


(d) The 
ground, 

& Oript- 
_r2!l cauſe 
of ail cur 
B. L adies 
fanfitr, 


$04 Of the Lone of ouy Lord, 
hers, through the on] v goodnes of God, who 
drew her (by his diuine ynder{tanding, before 
all erernities, and did execute 1t afterwards, y- 
pon her, when thetulnes of ryme was come) 
our of the whole race of mankind, with inten=- 
tion to make her that happy creature, which 
(hould giue fleſh, and bloud, and lite to the 
increated Word and Wiſedome of God, the 
ſecod perſon of the molt holy Trinity. Which 
diuinc life of his he would afterward lay 
downe vpon the Crolle tortheredemprtion of 
the world, and the torall deſtruction of out 
death. 'Fhai (d) our of the ſame tree goodnes, 
the was made a molt pure vellell ot the holy 
Ghoſt, at the very tirft inſtant ot her ſa- 
cred, and immaculate Conception ; that ſo as 
ſhe was to be the mather o: God, the might 
alſo be made moit worthy or ſo incomparable 
a dignity. And that, to this end, the was 
moit beloued, adorned and eniiched, withall 
that plemitude of diunegraces, and vertues, & 
prerogariues, Which might any way be con- 


"ucniciitior the incomprehentible high ofhce, 
po - a. © + «ae 3 3s «. 
to which the was alſumed. 


That nor only the was infinitely infe- 
riour, & indeed, of her ſelte, a mcere Nothing, 
mreſpet of God; but that ihe vas alſo inco- 
comparably of lefle exceilency , and dignity, 
then Chriſt our Lord, as he was man . And 
that, tince en2n the ſoule of Chriſt our Lord 
himſelte.did not deſerue that firſt Grace whet- 
by it pleaſed God, toaflume and vnite ithy- 
pottatically, to the {econd perſon of the moſt 


Wlefled 
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bleſſed Trinity (in vertue of which vnion, the 
Grace and merit of that {oulc,atter a ſort, was 
infinite)ſo much lefle could the foule of the B, 
Vizgin deſerue the tirit Grace which was 1m- 
parted to it, whervpon all her other greatnes 
did originally depend. 

TT hat(e) Chriſt our Lord, did merit, as 
it were infinitely, of himſelte, and for him- (e) The 
ſelte ; bur that, the Blefſed Virgin , could ne- great pre- 


uer haue merited any thinge, butin vertue of heminece 
the merits of Chriit our Lord . That Chriſt _— 


our Lord, was abſojutely, and of himſelte, & ,\. 2, 
by nature, holy; and indued ar the tirit inſtant pe ig wavy, 
wherin his ſoule was vnited to the Word, beyond 
with ſich an immenitty of all diuine graces, as our B, 
was wholy incapable of any increale . That Lady, 

he was our ſole Redeemer, and Sautour, and 
tor himſclte , did need no Sautour nor Redec- 
mer. That he was not conceaued, in the way 
ot ordinary generation, but by way of Obum- 
br::11or of the holy Groft, in the molt pretious 
and pure wombe of the all-unmaculate, and; 
B. Virgin. : 

But that ſhe, came into the world, by (f How 
way of generation from her moſt holy parcrs. Much 
That her ſoule was ſo inciched, in contemplia- PATE EX - 
tion of the merits of her only So1:32 Ii5vs —"_— 
Chriſt our Lord; and thar by him, ana him Laduw 
alone, ſhe was redeemed ; butt; but yet after redeemed 
a more excellent manner, then other creatu- by Chriſt 
xes, as became the dignity, and Joue of ſuch a our Lord 
Sonne, toſuch a mother. For whereas he re- **5 957 
deemed all others, by applying 1s meric to "RT: 


Luc. r. 


x06 Of the Loxe of ory Lord, 
theirfoules,in the way of redreſle and remedy 
of the finnes, eyther orivinall or actuall, into 
which they had fallen, he had applycd it to 
hers, by way of preſcruatiue, and tor the keep- 
Ing itcuer in pertect innocency. And this kind 
of more noble Redemprion , is fo far trom 
Hauing diminithed, the glory of Chriſt our 
Lord as he is God; as that it maketh a cleere 
demonſtration, not only of his infinite good- 
nes and power, 1n regard of her, bur of his 
infinite wiſedome, in reſpect of himſelt. Since 
both ar all othertymes, and eſpecially in the 
Conception ot this Queene of heauen, he had 
a ſoueraigne care of her ſanity, and did {o 
ftudiouſly prepare and preſerue that holy tree 
yntoucht by the dew, or miſt, or euen breath 
of any impertection or finne, wherof himſclte 
meant to be the truite. 


Of the great eminency of our Bleſſed Lady beyond 
 allothers, with an authority cited out of S. 
Augutiine: and that the way, for vs, to 
videe rightly of ber , w to puriſy our 

ſoales. 


_ 


CHAP. 84 
; | 8h. s is therefore that, which Catho- 


licks teach, concerning the excellency ot 


the mother of God; who are farre from fancy- 
ing, that ſhe is any more then a meerecreature; 
and who belieue that ſhe originally oweth all 


her greatnes, to the Grace, and goodnes _ 
: QI 
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Lord God. But ſo alſo doc they belieue and 
reach, that amogit al] the moſt excellent crea- 
tures of God, this one doth incompatably ex- 
cell, Sicur liliuwm mer ſpimas, asa beautifull and Cane. x; 
odoriterous Lilly would doe , amongit a co- (+) The 
pany of ynpleafant, andill tauoured rhornes. np, 
' A beautiful Lilly the was,both planted 1n the mW. Pam 
Garden of God, & wherin God planted him- —" 
ſelte, as in a Garden: Candens foltys, c> virgultas 
4treas mcelum verſa emrtens, The pure leaues 
of her excellent conuerfation, thining bright= 
Iy in theeyes of all, and the cogitations and 
| affections of her ſoule, being highly rayſed to- 
' wards heauen by tyery, but molt ſiyeet con- 
| remplation. 
And albeit this princely mother of God 

and ys, were not free in nature, & of her ſclte, 
\; fromthe ſhame or ſpot of finne, as her Dinine 
Sonne was; yet had ſhe the high priuiledges of 
pure and perfe Sanctity granted to ker, with 
another manner of care and loue, then tauours 
vieto be imparted by carthly Princes. Whd 
; yet,are wont to be {o good *2.mheiw QUecus- 
; Mothers, as paue occalion to old Viptan to re- - 
| cord this cultome: Aug licet legrbus {ol tte 70m Le Prine F-- 

ſit, P72nceps ware eadem alle provileut (uo ue CEPS- fie 

1pſe babet: Thou nh the Ovcone, foiris lo, he ot Free 31; 46 eg 
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prizitledoes to ber uri ich bin elronmmoges. In fo much 
asiatthe incomouable Deqtour S. Autnſiime 
(tat brigat and b..-ning iampe of the Church 
of God" being in argument with the Hereti- | 
que Pelagians, wlioextolled the djonity of | | 

MANs 'X 
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508 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
mans nature, beyond the lymirs of true faith, 
and whome therfore the Saint was torepreſle 
as much as might be, by declaring the great, 8 
enerall detormity of mankind; and he doth 
therfore conclude, all the world to lye ynder 
ſinne, he yet doth wholy except this bleſſed 
6,1. ds Mother of God. And he ſaith, thar even for the 
mat. ex honour of ber Sonne our Lord , hewul notenter into ſo 
£74. Ca 36, much 45 any que$tis of ber, whenſoeuer there is ſpe#ch 
of fume. For we know, ſayth he , that ſince she de- 
ſerned to beare htm , who had no ſinne, the was ſup- 
plied with ſuch ſtore of grace , as ſerved for the tot ll 

conque#t of all ſinne. p 

That Eagle (b) ſaw that truth, with 
clecre eyes; and it the brightnes of our B. La- 
dyes beauty, and glory, doe ſtrike the weake 
fight ot owles, into a dazeling : Let them, in 
Gods name, and by the helpc of his gratious 
hand procure to purify, and tortity that ſighr 


(b) S. Aus 


(© The theirs ; and ceaſe (c) to quarrell with the 


-- « Anne ſunne for being ſo clecre. For ſo will they. 


rightly of guickly find, (and farre more to the comfort of 


our B. theirhargs, the Lean make the know)that our 
' Lady istb high veneration to the ſacred Virgin, is ſo tar 


purify from derogating from God, as thatit adds vn- 
our oWNe ſeakeably, tro the notion which we hanc of 
foules. him; and to the ſupreme adoration which we 
carry to him. For fince, notwithſtanding that 
our B. Lady is proclaymed by vs, to be ſucha 
world of purity, and perfection, as we be- 
lieuc her to be {which yet both came from the 
liberal] guift of God, and in compariſon ot 


him, it is not only not much, but cuen very 
. 116- 
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nothing at all) how catily,and yet how high- 
Ly doe we grow to magnity,and dignity God 
himſelte, by the contideration, and conteſlion 
of her greatnes. And thertore hauing cleered 
this doubt, and diſcharged this ſcruple, which 
in many is made, but by hypocrily, anden- 
uy , though it goe maskt ynder the pretence 
of piety and zeale, which torbidsthem{(asthe 
ſay ) to belicue ſo honourably of our Blefied 
Lady; I proceed for their inſtruction and our 
conſolation, to thew hovy the ſpirit of God 
hath declared it ſelfe by holy Scriptures, and 
holy Fathers, in her honour and tauour. 


tn TOR \ 


Of the great Excellency of our Bleſſed Lady, ſet 
ont by the Figures, Appellations, and Al- 
lutions of the 01d Teſtament. 


| CHAP. 85. 
V E are now to looke backe vpon 
what was ſaid, and thewed betore;' 
how Adam was a figure of Chriſt our Lord, 8&N 
Eue of our B. Lady, we are'Mo tocontider, 
that as there are many other figures, ot him; ſo 
are there alfo of her , throughout the whole 
Curret of the old Teſtament, according to that 
which was cited before, out of holy S. Bernard, Sera ſupe? 
That this Queene of heauen was both cleerly Signum 
foreſecne, & particularly & miſteriouſiy fore< gs 
told, by the holy writers who lived yndet 
the old law . The princ:pall tigures of Chrift 
pur Lord, after Adam, vere Abel, Iſaac, 14- 
| 7 ED . 6b, 


&70 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
Gen.'s. 4, cob, Toſeh, Moyſes, loſue,Samſon, Dauid, Salomon, 
22-29. 37. andthe Prophet 1ona. And in the ſelte ſame 
Exod. x. manner, God was pleaſed, that as there was 
Tof. x. I«d. 1 admirable fimpathy, and conucniency, be= 
13. Reg. venethis diuine Sonne, and his Blefied Mo- 
z7-3+ F&Se ther, in other things, ſo alſo there ſhould be in 
this; That her excellency, in like manner, 
ſhould be prefigured borh by Perſons and 
Things, throughout the courſe of holy Scrip- 


TUrCc. 


Ton, ». 


. Our Bleſſed Lady , was figured, in the 
(a) The Qg1d Teſtament (after Eve\vnder (a) the perſon 
= _ of Rebecca;as a fit and choice ſpouſe for the true 
= B Tſauc, which was found out, and adorned 
Lady, by God himſelf; he being the Father. She 
Gen, 2g, Was figured by Iudith , who by cutting of the 
Indichiz. head of Holofernes, (that type of the Diuell) 

aue victory to her people, as (according to 
Gods tirlt predition ) our Bleſſed Lady was 
to do it in a higher, and nobler manner , by 
bruizing the head of the Serpenr. And the ho- 
_Jnour , Which once the people did to Iudirh, by 
." that Elam gt. theirs , was incomparably 
better, and more authorizedly fulfilled, by the 
Angell Gabriel himſclte, and by the holy Pro- 
heteſfle S. Elizabeth, and now dayly, by the 


whole Church of God, and ypon the perſon ' 


of our B. Lady. 
She was alſo figured by Heſter, for ſhe 
found ſo much fauour , with the great Aſſuerus, 
according to the Angells afleueration, of In- 
wenifti' gratiam apud Deum as to diſcharge the 
decree of death, whigh had bin publitheda- 
gal 
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gainſt the world, by her conceauing, & brin- 
ging him forth , who tore the hand-writing Eſter, g. 
'. which was fo full oi pretudiceto vs. She was 
that excelient crea:ute whome Moyſes {aw ti- Exod. z. 
gured in the Buth, Which was not blaſted by 
the tyer; Which Aron taw, inthe rodd and Num. 9. 
flower; which the Iſraelites law in the Arke Exog. zy. 
of the Teſtament, which was made of incor- 
ruptible wood. Shee was foreſeen by the Pro- 
pher 1ſay, in theroot of Iefſe, which wasne- Iſa. ur. 
uer bent; By Exzechzel inthe Orientall gate, Feech. 44+ 
whach was euer brightly thining , and euer 
ſhut;By Gedeon,in that Fleece of Wool which r,g, 6. 
was moyltned with dew trom heauen , ſhe 
being fulfilled by the deſcet of the holy Ghoſt, 
and the obumbratzon of tbe vertue , of the moit bigh. Num, x, 
She was that Starre , which ſprunge trom 14- 
cob; and trom whence that beame did flow, 
which ſerued to illuſtrate the whole world. 
She was the myſticall Arke of the Teſt.oent co- £4 gqebr; 
teyning the celeſtiall Manna, which 1s the g, a 
bread, both of men and Angells. She was the _ 37s 
Propttzatory of gold; who, by bringing vs a Sa- BReg: 7. 
uiour of the —_—_ did appealTFeafine Ig- (b) Cer= 
ſtice,*'which was fo incented apaitilt it . She 4 Al- 
| OS _ uſtons, 5 
was the Tewiple, and the Sanctuary of God, & Appella- 
the very Way of Saints, becauſe by her, as tions of 
through a Trwumpiall Arch, the Soint of konovr, 
Saints, made his entry into the world, in which ſet, 
Aeſh and bloud; and appeared ynder the eyes forthrhe 
of morta]l men. She, in (E! tine was that pre- excellecy 
? 7 Es 3 Tl of our B 
tious and choice Spoule and inend of God, , ,,. 
Whomg $4{41mn, being then tull of ine hojy : 
Es Gnoit 
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512 Df the Logs of our Lord, 
Ghoſt, did foreſee, and celcbrate atter a moſt 
eminent manner, inthat myſticall efpouſall 
of all holy ſoules, to the King of heauen; bur 
particularly, and eſpecially of hers, which was 
ſo much more holy, then they all. Norcould 
that Propheticall diuine Poer, content him- 
ſelte with any one fingl: 2Ilufion. Buthe calls 
Cans, s. 6, her what he can; Immaculate, moſt faire, wor- 
thy to be crowned , Perfect doue; A woman who for 
her exceſſive beauty , did reſemble leruſulem + that 
moit beautifull, and moſt goodly citty ; A wom.m, 
whome the daugbters of Sion , did ſce, and prayſe, 
and Queenes themſelues did proclayme her tobe more 
Cant, 4, happy , then they. And not content with this, 


—— 


he compares her, to a moſt pure fountaine,' 


to a molt clcere well, and to a moſt delicious 

garden, but moſt caretully thut. He falls then, 

into exclamations (as not being able to ex- 

refle himſelfe home, after a pofitine manner) 

. Ca#*, 3- 8: 2nd he askes, 1VÞo that is , which 1iſcth vp , as 4 

N perfume could doe ,out of most pretions , and odort- 

| erous gumms ? IVho tha: u , which aſcendeth out 

i of the deſert , exen drowned , as u were , in moſt pure 
_ ame s Comm, ſo vpon her beloved? 

Theſe I fay, are Salomons deſcriptions» 

of this Queene of heauen, although he call 

(by The her not, in thoſe places, by her proper name. 

ſame pal and(calthoughthoſe paſlages of holy Scrip- 

4 eot ture, are capable of many ſeucrall {eſes, which 

Scrioture,®"© all rrue (as S. Auguſte prouet!i at large that 

hach ma- a1! the Pay Scripture 1s) yea they conraine A 

ny true litterallSan hit oricall, & an Allegorical,o 

ſepſes. an Analogicall (ele; yea & there ate gue of the 

very 
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yery ſelfe ſame places of holy Sctipture diuers 
ſenſes, which are litterall , and all which are 
true . and intended to be ynderſtood by the 
holy Ghoſt, as appeares by \hat was ſaid, mn 
that diſcomle of the P-4rine of Chitit our Lord, (d) The 
And (d)although fome Qoc, in tome fente,taze joyeray 
theſe places ot the Canucles to be {poken of fentes of 
the Church of God; and others , of any joule 24 the Cans 
ſente of grace; yet it it thould be but ſo, what ticles, do 
Chrittian would doubr, but thar euen out of #4 molt 
theſe very T'ytles , they moſt properly muit i 
belong , to the Ali-;mmaculare Virgin Mo- ht.” Eh 
ther of God; whole foule, being fo decre be- ſanity 
yond all others, 1n his ftg.t, mutt needs haue of our Be 
bin eſpouſed to him, in a manner fo ſublime, Lady, 
as no Angel] is able to conceaue . For who is 
ſo cminenr a part of the Clinrch, as ſhee? S. 
Augnſtme fayth of her, Mylierem illtm, Virginem 
Maurtam, ſromficaſe, que Crput noſtrum, inteora,mn- 
terrum pepertt ;,que ecamipſa, frourum ſe ſanite 
Ecclefie demonStrautt . The rwom.un mentioned im the 
Apocalips ar whoie child-birth the dragon{that 
is the diuell ) watched to dergurtbeadntanch Y = 
did fronfy the Virem Marygrbo being eutvere brouyhe 
forth our head({namely Chit our Lord mtjere, 
and who alſo, her ſcl/e, dad declare, aiid beare, the 
fizuresf the holy Church. 

But belides rhe weight of this conſe- 
quece (which yet1s ful inough of torce we lee 
that numbers of molt learned wryters,doe a 
ply many pallages, not only of thefe Cantzcles, 
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the Proerbes, and Apocalps , to this bletled Vur- 
in; butguen the Rabbins of the Ievwes them: 
| K k ſe} uGs ; 


14 Of the Toneof our Tord, 
ines , have aftumed thatthey were to beyn< 
derſtood of the Mlother of the Meſ$r.c. And the 
Catholike Church of Izsvs Chriſt our Lord 

which 1s taught by the voyce of the holy 
Ghoſt) doth in ihe Lefſuns and Reſpoxſoitcs, and 
Antiphomes which arc vied in the teltiuities of 
our B. Lady, rc{o1t tor her honour, to thoſe 
books, and texts. 

We may therfore heere in ſome part, 
diſcerne, by the hgures, which did forethevy 
our B. Lady; and by thealluitons which ſer 
her torth, to be adnured, 'by reſembling the 
moſt pretious and delicious things to her” "that 
ſhe was, &15s the molt exceilent purecreature, 
. Which can be thought of. But yer tigures, and 
ſkadowes,do not tallſo tar thor, ot bodyes,& 
ſubſtace ,asthe prerogatiues, & prayics, of thiy 
moſt gratious, & molt glorious Queene of hea- 
uen, the ornament both of this , and the other 
world, wherby ſhe is delineated in the old Te- 

ſtament may be well contenr,to yanithin the 
gh of thoſe others, which are molt pertcctly 
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The wonderfull exccllencies of our B. Lady, which 
are declared in the new Teſtament ,be becre 


ſer forth. 


S:9A P. 36. 


E T therfore that be firit remcbred, which 
was touched betore vypon other occaſios, 
that the holy S« — < W C111 10 expietle It 


fell in ter yyords -, tat they y{c:o bedeliue- 
Ic 
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red1n a very p0itiny maner, lent other ile, 
tho earnettnes of alleueration, nz rghtderogate 
from the aut1o:1t; of thar intall: ole ſpirir of 
ruth, wherb; they are \\ritten. Lett be alto 
contiderea, that little is (aid in the whole E- 
vangelicall hiſtory , of Chit our Loid h1m- 
ſelte, in the way, and vnder the L yile of cx-- 
prefle prazle. Forhe w a 70 git IC as: tor 
a pertect p atterne of protog dl numilico, wich 
permirs not a _—_ Ither ro ray ee 2, Of 
ro Jike, thatit be done br his nes: {cliowes. 
His retolution was ,. tac his worikes thould 
ſpeake of him, an {o tocy dtdy iid this was 
allo the caſe of cur Bleticd Lady , who as the 
was next him in grace, ſo was the allo next 
Iimin humility. 

Burt yer neuerthelefle, as It was ne- 
ceſlary , that Chriſt our Lord thould be de- 
clarcd to the World tor the Sauour of it, and 
for the Sonne of God , and ot the Bleffed 
Virgin; w hetby tre comparable excellcn- 
cy of his perſon was to be dilcerned , and 
the admirable pertection of Fate uit 1 
uered; foby a neceilary conſeque nce of that 
eelation, which runs ber en e 2 SONNe and 
his mother.the dignity wp e107 WhowWas 
the mother of God , mult alto 5: > bo > LNCt- 
detly, & not only 1! Arm OUT * any. reily alſo 
ſhewed: and the matchlelle tanctity of yy hes 
ations and operations therty interred. For, 


notwitſtanding all the reſeruation winch [ | 
haue ſaid to be vſed in holy Scripture , let 1 | | 
lee, if it haus bin able to contains 2; ſelie, tron? 
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$16 Of #c Love of our ard, 
magnifying our Blet]zd Lad 'y, cuen 11 other 
reriwes, theu by only ſaying, tat the was the 
Mother of God. W hich wo:d alone, had yet 
bene (uihcient to acluance her as tarre aboue al 
the world ot creailiics, botlt in heauen and 
carth, ava fingle ngure, beu:g placed betore 
a \ hole mfllion of Coplict 'N oy An exprelle 
2umnber, which would tcarce be told. 

I will itrit, in a word, point out the pr 1- 
uiledges and prayles of this p<rpetuall V irgin 
\\V bichatelnenrioned it | l0OLy SCrIpture, in C- 
tect, as they ere raunged togeather by Caniſius, 
thar deuourand learned {eruant of hers. And 
t.omm thence 1 will proceed, toa thort conti- 
deration of hos dune nextetes which were 
imparted to her, togeacher With thoſe prero- 
gat! os Which were nLecefian ily to be ſuppoſed 
to be in her, by toe = {0 ;1 or ot her and 
to her, ityvas f{aid, by the 1angell Gabriel 
( and nore that he laid if no a5 in ms OWne 
perion , but as in the pe:{uno | God himlclte 
whoſe Amballador le was” 4/7 ute, O thou full 

VWPT; |. neon Pi, is re che pay nt thou a- 
mon ſt women . Thou hs {err grace with God. 
5 hg [it be:tie rc Sorme, and tho alt call bis nanie 
Jeſus . [heat Somc of rome Shall be 21 Ell, and he 5.41 
be called the Somme of the moſt High. Our Lord God 
will cene bim che (eatcof bis Father David. Heh.ill 
10cm the houſe ot larob for ener; and that king- 
dome Sball{ hammers ed. | paz thr ball .he holy Gh:/f 


de (cen, antrhe Porto oO! ie 077 p 7 "oh, s ; hall OHET- 
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Vpon her preſence alſo it was, and v- 
pon the firſt ſound of her lacred voyce, that 
S. Ebzabech was induced with the ſpirit of 
Propheſy; and f1il-Htiled with the holy Glioſt, Tucr, 
that her Sonec di 'p3 ng in her wombe, with 
þ- Ioyas hath bin faid; wich {upp zoſerh the vie 
| of rea{on then 54h ofhm.V pony " 1- 
fitation it was that S. El:zubeth was not able 
containe her ſelte. but ciyed uutto this efec, 
with an extaticali kind of Icua yYoyce. Is it 
poſhble that this p501C creature Niouid reccaie 0 
ſuch a tauour, as not only io be taluted, by as ” 
mother ot my Lord, bur that the ſhould pre- 
vent me, with ſuch a painctull vitie? How 
come Tl to »be capable of fuch high honom?1:leſ- 
ſed art thou amongſt women, and led is theſr:neof 
thy wombe . Happs,! ſav,ait thou, whonaſt beliened, 
| for whatſoener our Lord hab j:yd tothe, Sul be 
perſormed. 

And heermmon, the humble and loyall 
ſoule of clic facred V I gin, WHen theivund tliat 
her Colin had reccar od 2 reueclation of the di- 
uine myltery which had bin wroughtin her. dc  . 
Jent her roncue to the holy Gliolt Tho there (a) The: 
by pronounced that holy Canticle,ot the Mg þ.,j, 
nificat. Ando tarre was the 2) oue: \ruled ther- Ghoſt «! id 
by,as prophetically toforetel] her own excel- force r; 
lency ;andnot only to fay ; Th. onr Lord bad lagred | | 


A F 
donegreai things to a that all oe erairions of men PEN of 


would call her bleſſed. ran”, 2 = | 
It is but reaſon, O Q9r27 97 homen , that gov jv, | 
| | thoſe Generations sbould call thee bliffed, by " hole (fe das 
* @Cnly meancs vader God, his curſe isto bere- pray ie, | 
| KKk 3 moucd 
| 


= $18 Of the Toue of ear Tord, 
A con- moned from them. And if the good (oO) won 
ſequence jn the Goſpel] (ypon theſecing aid hearing 
which ci- of Chriſt our Lord, when he was teachi:: 7) 
not be des» did proc| 2ime the bleſſednes of that womve 1145 
nied, bad borne (ch .1 SOHC , AN 4 of the Ore. ſt which 1.44 


Lic, tt, 
”* ginen bin ſucke; and 11 according totnemudgmet. | 
at . antiquity , the was infpired their by = 1 
Es ac Do holy Gioit , the of witome our Venerable | 


In:u, Country man S. Beaeatiirmes, that by the ex= {| 
| ample of her tain, and Geuo! ion, whillt: he 
| chance go werc : emp ing & blaſpheming Chrijt 
L ord 5he dul both confound th, cfl.cunders of thoſe © 
7 tad i eres who then were je, ci:t, and the perfi- 
d.zuſncsof thoſe Herctgnes amiho mold ſprone vp tit 


& -. tre whnch was thei to comer; how much more, 
| are weto bicite her, whoiaue fo much more 
knowledge of ter excellencics thenthe other 


F Cr IE—T—_ 
- - OT 


had. For ihe did ! 2ut conceaue herat that time, 
to be matlier of ſome great P 1ophet, Or nfan 
| of God, warras we are taught by the light of 
: faith , that the was no left.” > "1 the mother 
'0! God himiclte. How miſerable therforeate 
fe) The, 4 wo poet i beſtto giuc both the holy 
*B, Virgin Gholt, and her the Iye, whillt they acknow- 


cid more I:{vc her not to be truly blej{ed; for as much 


Ab ot 
in as th ey make her ſubicf both to original OC 
4p to actuall tinnes. 


bd ab. An incomparable dignity it Was, for 
&y,then thee, O {acred V iron, to be made the mothe: 
eyv-nto ofthe cucr- hmnng God. And i{ we with our 
b: te miſty fiohr, difcerne har dignity to haue dene 
{o great, what did thoſe pure {\vcet cves ot 
thine *Bur(c)yertſo highly didRt ——_— 
rne 


mother of 


of God, 


——— > — - 
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the leaſt degree oi Grace , and to clout 
did thy holy ſoule abhorre the lealt deflexion 
from the divine Will, by any little errour , as 
that rather then to haue commutted any .one 
yeniall ſinne, or voluncary impertection, with 
being tie very Mother ot God, infallibly rhou 
woutdlt haue choſen, ro relinquith that high 
Maternity, rather then to haue loſt the lealt 
degree of perfect innocenc;', and ſanctity. 
We thetrtore thy chilicen of the holy Ca- 
tholike Church (that Church, wheroft th 
Sonne our Lord is the my!ticall head, & we 
the interiour members, thy ſellc being the be= 
auritullnecke therof, by wich that head ſen= 
deth downe the influence of grace into the 
body, and by winch, that body fendeth vp 
tie odour, and incen{e of prayers to tne head;) 
We, I ſay, (d) ſubſcribe to tiy propheſy ot ty (d) We 
ſelte; weadmire thy exceliency, the beliefe Cage 
whereof, is planted in te roots of our hart, & ques tubs © 
trom thence it ſhall grow vp, vpon all OCca- Cribe = 5 
tions into our tongues , which ſhall be as {qthe pro- | 
many penn; of ready wniters, to ingraue the me- i neſy of 1 
moriall of thy greatnes, in alt the mindevof 2c — = 
moztall men. And let woe beto the world, My ag = 
it tince (by theſe high prerogatiues, which we pf, 4 © 
find to be given thee, by tie ſpirit of God 
himſelte) ſo much ſeruice and pray teis due to 
thee , as will neuer be tully paid (though the 
creatures of God both in heau2n &carth were | 
all diſtilled into one } we who are but ywor- 
mes of the earth, and who are dayly fi 
ning againſt thy Sonne; and who by Lowers, = : þ 
K & +4 a: 


520 Fonr Tord, 
and minutcs, arc both needing, and fhinding 
the effects of that incarnate Mercy, witich, by 
thy faithtull, and tree conſent, did become 
fAleih and bloud (in thy ſacred womoe) thould 
not be doing thee ail that homage, which the 
molt excellent pure creature can receaue ; the 
© ſame, being vuder God, the mailter-condu:t of 
z all G1ace to ys. 


That our Bleſſed I ady , was ſaluted in] of Grace; 


L . 


and oj jencrall hints rf Fullnes of Grace. 


RAP. $7. 


| H £ might well impart fome to vs, who 
F was ſoiull of itin lict ielte. For as foone as 
= - the Angell had faknod hor hy ith that protound 
| aumiring rLeVerence,\ tice knew was Gne, 
h from a howhold {ern to fe Mother of his 


| # 
] 


| Lord ; he bills her as bak boon faye: Hale (ll 
of grace, And as 1 the Paton of our molt B. 


| | 4 Lord, when the Prieſts an 1 1d2rs made their 
Mt! Duc. þ 2k aganit him, betore Prlcte, they faid 11- 
S enmus bunc 3c. He law fornd this ſellow Cc 


Wefour VO ns, {o much, as io giue him 
a name, . becauſe when there is a meaning, by 
(a) The Way ol exagoeration, to contemne a perſon, 
incompa=- the torbearing of the name doth thew a bitter 
rablere- and protound contempr ; avitno name could 
-— ooh one found, which were baſe inoughtfor ſuch a 
gell in { PSrion) fo in ths Firſt nait of the falnration of 
tine the GO B. Lady by we Angeil Gabrel, (a | the ad- 
B, V:rgia. INNatnon Vin ke hac or hor, was {uch , AS 
that, to thew the great hezght uicrot, and his 

not 


not being ablcto expreile the renerence, he. 

bare to her, by any name, heſpake to her at 

that fir tiyme, without a name, and lai, Hale Luc, 1; 
fullof grace, our Lord is with thee, blejjed wi thou 
amons{frwomen . As 1t he had delivered himſeite 

in this manner. O {oucraigne Virgin, l amiet y 

to thee, on tiic part ol God; | am wo ring tee 
a nevwes, Which i 1t Droues 119 zl heaven 
earth, withioy. On the part of God, 1t 14 * 
ready relolucd vpon , but the contiito: + of the * 
B. trinity, 13ata paulc,ti[l 1t obcaliie hi free » 
conient. I know not by wha: 1 IMC 19 cail y»y 
thee, which may expretle thy Dignity, UT My » 
admiration :; but this 1 Know , that thou art A 
veitell {ullot Grace : a {pou CIO NW!1GN | 6d 
himclte 1 IS MaKING- Couit:; & a Cica'iho ich 
15 v{etied beyond All the childicn ot fieth and ® 
bloud;and as fuch, I ſalute thee, with all reue- Þ 
rence. . 


The men who are fo miſerable, as to 's 


loue to letten the OPINION of excellecy in our 
B. Lady, a: E ao {11 OUS FCC): Gig L838 5 5 hat i (b)Euen 


! 
touched betore' to tollow the Grammatricall {At - 
þ Which we. 
onle of the Groehe WW ord, wid) Dy they Would _ 
=P:rmeof. 


barre her, trom being ſaluted by the Ang ours 
for fulof Gr. ice, and cher y \v 11] but admit 3-7 to Lakes 
be bigs {4 red, and, rcepied, or 0r.112ouftybs * 04 being full 
by our Lord G + . Bur-b) nic though 17 or Gre, 
ſhould be 15 they fay; yet thatyvloch we 2 15 moſt 
i: 1 laſtly in« 


I [ F b] | 
me would foilovw voronit, oy a ncceliary king 
- R__ . Co i } 1 x * ; . terred, by 


Ol CONTaouenc>. , Or tt A20-1] 4d 2CCCNEEASEAE (4 
f I & EL. 1 AS 
4a: !OUTee | OC 4 2c 'OL ily DOC1O0HGEw”T AS. uy 171: 717 acuerſa- 


. aAMmanmncr, 25 ror Ihame tacy ww 11 not choult rlescofefke 
D..t 
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a: graunt; what doubt: can be made, either 
of tlie PoWer, Or g00Fnes of that diuine Ma- 
zeity , bur thar he would periect his owne 
| workc, by filling her withall inherent Grace, 
whome he had vouchlated to all ume, into fo 
high fauour, as to make her his Pallace of plea- 
ſure; andto vouchlate , of her pureſt fleth and 
blond, to build an cternall houle of humanity, 
which his owne increated wiledome, was lv 
to l1habite. 
| | Bu: beſides, that this truth doth grow 
eucn from the inference of common fenle, let 
vscalt an eye towards the chiete Fathers and 
pillars of the Church of God, toſece it they da 
not read gr.ztz.e plens with vs, and not gratzo{.4 
with our aduerlaries; and (to leaue the quelti9 
de nomie) it enery where they doe not, with 
deuour ioy of hart, acknowledge, thatthe Vir- 
vin wasſ{aluted , and was indeed full of Grace. 
it - Reſort therfore for this purpoſe to the mar- 
Canifius gine Which will guide you to the Way, where 


| lib. z.c. 6, YP" hall ſee this cleerly auowed, both by the 
Wo) 7. vpontLagin Chugh, and by the Greeke; S. Hrerome,So- 
"bis confiles phronzs \S. Ambroſe, S. Auguſtine, E uſebinus Emi 
ration of ſenus, Petrus Damionus, Veneravle Bede , Rupertus, 
the ſaiutas 5 Reruard, $. Thomas , & many others. Andio 
Ag alſo is this done, by S. Arh.tmaſius, S. Epbiph.0114, 
bs obo #1 S. Fphrem the Deacon, $. Tohn Damaſcen, S. Gre» 
Lell, gory of Neoceſars.t, with many more, whome 
I ſpare to name . By them you ſhall find rh1s 
ſacred Virgin, to be admired, as a veſſel full of 
Grace, and reſembled ro 4 Rewer, which runs watlr 


« full crrem of the holy Ghoft, to a fieid which 1s ll 
| loades 


a Me,” As * 
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and Samour Teſus Chriſt. 522 
loadenwith frutte ;, That her ſoule was Shot through, 
and throughgwith that choice arrory of the lyne of God, 
which left no thonght theroſ viiſilled with Grace, 
And S. Ambroſe hath theſe excellent word+: Be- 
neiane fc (which couple thegratie, and gra- 
11972, both in one” She was 3:fily therjore (.3:d 20 
be tull ot prac2,u19 algne obtayned the grace, which 
never was menied by any other , of bg filled by 
the authour bim{tlfe of grace. | 

But that which {c) ought to ſerve our (Of the 
turne, is the yulgar edition, Which was made eas 
by the molt learned S. Hitrome ; and 1s autho- tant 
rized by the decrecs of the Catholike Chuich, of the Bi, 
Belides that diuers Councet]s, haue allo ac- ble by $, 
knowledged her, to haue bene full of grace, Hierome, . 
in coformity ot this falutation of the Angell. 

And (d) morcouer the Syriacke, realeti thus, (1) Our 
Peace be to thee, O thou full of grace. And itis mot 2, Lady 
probable, and as goodas ceitaine, thatthe An- V3? ſalu- 


In c,:, 
Liice, 


- : * te 4 pA 
ej] did ſpeake to our B. Lady, in Sy72..&e, d by the 
D | of %. 


Angell:in 


"I: a _—_—— 7 & , >» 0 
Which was the language of that time, & place, ,p, "eo 


and not originally in Greeke, which for cuz 
we know,our B. Lady didg alla tfinguiget \ 
that ryme. So that, for our parts, we will co- 
template her witi Holy S. Fern, as 2 florrer Ser os ies 
which 10 4578 of the boy G3 fe did rot on! DICH, tur, Vie 
but breath threzh, tac 1o tier delicious odours, ging, 
night abundaatly beitow themſelues von 
the world. 

Tis Gliutation of the A 
pf er4ce, in hismoinh, was {uck 


well, with full 
2a 0ne, aid de- 


Q 
S .\mbroſe, lad never bene heard, or tound be- 1n1,Luce; 
| toc 


-© Ke togue, 


=_ 
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Ce) The 
incompa- 
| ble excel- 
| lency, of 
#F the Grace 
: F of God, 


je 
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5624 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
tore according to the vnderitanding wherin 
it was allowed to her; but was only referued 
for her, who was to be made the molt worthy 
Mother of our Lord God . Now what can be 
imparted more pretious inthis lite, then the 
Treaſure of (e\ Grace? or what proportion can 
exceed the tulnes therof ? The true value of 
this jewell, is only to be exactly vnderitood 
by our Lord God himfſelie , becauſe he only 
vaderitands the infinitnes of h11> glory, which 
is that fruite, wherot Grace 13 the (ced., He on- 
ly 15 able, out-rigiht, to PCNctrate the true de- 
formity of ſfinne, which 15 {0 incopatible with 
Grace, as that although a ſfoule were defiled 
withal the ſinnes ot the whole world, one de- 
orec of Grace, would expell, and Kill them 
all, at the very inſtant, that it ſhould enterinto 
tharſoule. Andſo it any one ſoule had all that 
Grace which is in all created (oules, any ons 
mortall iinne would inſtantly expellir all. 
Not only doth it remoue detormity, but 
it indues the ſoule with ſuch exceſhue beauty, 


-azmaſayr, of odipus to God, and obnoxious 


to the eternall fires of hell, moſt dearly amia- 
ble in the ſight , of that diuine Maicſty; and it 
ciues it tytle, and right to the kingdome ot 

eaucn. Not only doth it beautify, but it doth 
dignity the ſoule;ſubliming it, as S. Peter ſaith, 
to conſort with God himſelſe , and that not atter 
any ordinary manner , but cuen to partake ot 
his dinine nature; and ſuch a ſoule 1s treated 
to all purpoſes, asa daughter of the eternall 


Father: a liter to Chriſt our Lord; a molt be= 
loucd 
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loued ſpouſE ofthe holy Gholt, anda fellow- | 
cittizen, and {weet companion to all the An- 
oel1s, and Saints, in tlc kingdume of Gd, 
"t his Grace, is no load, but 1t lghincth, It 1% 110 
dead thing, bur perpetually its living & wor- 
king wonders,it it mcete with no impedimet 
in the ſoule;as in our B. Ladies it neuer did. AS 
the was full of Grace, fo was that Grace tull of 
fruite. For Grace in a foule, is the motherof 
all yertue ; nay it it be not fruitetull, 1tis not 
Grace. In that ſoule of the Bletied Virgin, it 
; did tructity in ſuch ſtrange proportion, as no 
| created thoughtcan copichend;though thort- 
ly I will procure, with r1cuerence, to point 
| therat. | ; 
| Butin f) themeane tyme, it the digni- (f) The * 
ty, and excellency of Grace bz fuch, how mi- Miſery of 
ſerable is that man, who tor his inordinate de- {uch, as 
tire ot ateinporall dehignr, which betides that _ Go , 
4, | mes 
it diavwes hm Gowne to helÞ' 1+ paſt as loone God.ias 

as the name 1s vttercd; or tora fume of honout, the comit- 
, which, atthe moſt, can make him happy, but ting of a 
| by heare-ſay ; or tor the rieke= tf Wit, vile Gone,” 
which 1s but dirt, one degree 1emoued; and = 
Which may be {tolne , and inutt be left; and 
whilſt it is 1n;ovyed, cannot mal.c 2man exther 
healthtull, or ftronge, and much lefte leaFned, 
holy, or wiſe) wilt be ſo deadly toolith, as to 
depriue him{eſie of this colethiall parrimony of 
Grace, which wo: bo1i nt for t::m ac the 1192 
rate of UC pafhon and deatn of f: hr our 
Lord;and was imparted to him, with { muctt 
loue,rto the end wat by tim, and with him, 
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526 Of the Lone of our Lord, 
and in him he micht eternally be happy- 
(p) The The (5) aduetfaries of our Bictled La- 


veiaſt dyes exellency, whilſt they deny hcr to be 
Caui)l of full of Grace, den Y char, ro Gods Morthcr, which 
wen yet they mult graunt to many feruants of his; 
IM of whome rae holy Sciypture ſaith, that they, 
dies no. After their manner, were allo fullof Grace . Na- 
Sourin Mmely the Apoltles, and they who were ptc- 
being full ſent with them , when the holy Ghoſt came 
*F of Grace, downe. And particularly, it is ſaid ot Sant 
 2.z Stephen the Protomartyr, That he ras frllof Grace. 
AQ.6. And yet againe, on the othe: fide, they doe 
vniultly accuſe y+, as though, when we ſay 

that ſhe was fullof Grace, we {ought to cquall 

her, with her Sonneour 1.01); of whome it 1s 

alſo ſaid, by the beloued Diſcipie, that he ws 

(b) Ofc-ſullof Grace. But (h) euen that diſciple, both in 
ueral ple- the ſame \ ery place makes ys know, tliat there 
vicudes of are ſeucrall kindes ofplentudeof Grace. And that 
ace, rheplenitude of Chritt our Lord , Was of the 
Joan.'r+ only begotten Sonne of God, which was infinitely, 
aiteratort, beyond the plenitude of our B. Lady, 
as Refs, mand Mother, was al/o incom- 
parably beyond that of the Apoſtles, and S. 
Stephen, and all the Saints and Angells putto-: 


geather, who are but Wayters, 1n the Court of 
hceauen. 

Not, that there is any Jifference, in the 
very being tull among!t them 1vho all are tul; 
but the Gillerenceis in the capaciry of the yeſ- 
fel, into which that treaſure 15 infuled; wherO! 
forme are more extended,8& more capable; and 


others 1:Je. Andit doth alſo confilt,in che var 
ri0'us 
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and Sawour Teſus Chrif. IE 
vious kindes of graces, wherot tome are more 
intenſe, as alſo more pretious, and {ublime tlie | 
others . The plenitude thertore of the B. Vir-  oþ 
Tin, prelumes not tO make the leatt compart- | 
{on, with that of Chit our Lord; bur ſo ajſo 
muſt not the plenitude of other jeruants and 
Saints, once enter into competition With rhe | 
plenirude of the molt worthy mother, of the 
cuer liuing God..'l he plenitude of Chrilt cur 
Lord, was of the original tountaine of all 
Grace; that of our Bleſled Lady,asot a ſweet, 


and tructifying Riner ; and that of the other | 
Saints,as of infteriour ſ{treame<«. So as all of the | 
deriue whatſocuer good they hauetrom Chriſt | 
our Lord » Butas tor others , ml: fil: congre-= : | 


vaucriit danitias, th vero ſuperereſſ.: es Pincerſas, "I he 
Angellsand Saints arc allot them tull of me- 
rits and celeſtiall graces, burihe Mother of our 
Lord God, outltrips them all. . 


The prayſes of the Bleſled Virgin , proſecuted by % © m_ 
teftimony. of S. Gregory ; and an entrance is = | 
made, mtothe confderation sf dis {un vu 6 8 
and firſt of her admirable Fauh, and Hope. | 


EAT $$; 
: : («)Onr B, 
ET vs confider, (a) wha: the holy 5, Gre- pg agy is. 
; : Loryſaith, io this purpoie: P1105 Monty 10 - far ſupe- 
mne , Beattpuma ſenicr jireo Marrs Dir comtrerx, riourto al 
reſign. exc. The ever mo#? B. 11g ry, che mo SANS IR 
zher of God, may be defioned,; by honawmic of x Momun- SunaHty « 
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528 Of the Tone of our Lord, 
eleftion , which exceeded all the altitude of any ele- 
tied creature. Has no: Mary ({anh he) a ſublime 
Mountaie; who, to the end that she mehr arriveto 
conceaue theetcnall ord, did erect, or ravſethe high 
top of her merits, exen vato the Throne ot the Dei- 
ty, abo:1e all the Ouzresof Angells ? For of the most 
ſuperexcellont Dignity of this Mountame, Efay (by 
way of Prophicſy) doth ſay : In the Lnter dyes inere 
hall beprepared , inthe top of the 2 ountaines, the 
Mowntaine of the horſe of our Loid . For this 34s 4 
Mount aine, m thc top of the Mount aines; becauſcthe 
altitude of Mary did shme aboue all Saints. This, I 

Beda l. 2. jy, 1 alleadged by the holy S. Gregory the 
Hifter © , 24; vx ho, by S. Bede, is molt worthily called 

- (by) A due the Apoltle b)ot our Country; & whole high 

prayic of eltimation & dcuotion to the {acred Virgin,it 

S,Gregory isall real0 that WC thould imbrace, im:rate. 
Since he was the man, vnder God, who with 

, molt tender care, and louc ot him, and vs,co- 
> uerted ys, in the perſon of our Progenitours, 


*% 


L 


hs this Viiem And we may weil reiovce, mm 
F- *Jaruch a bather , and guide to tollow, 
In whome we may iuſtly efteemeto hauec bene 
on? of the greatelt Saints » in the whole 
Church of God, fince the Apoltles. And per- 
haps ir wonld troubic a man, T0 (etiuch an- 
orlier by him, in all reſpect+;both tor the great 
nobility of his birth; the hicohe!t dignity ot his 
calling ; the clarity of his witzthe eminency © 

his learning; his high contemplarion 1n pray” 
er; his admurable Lumility; his ardent Charity, 


imbracivg , Wirh his louc, {ugh barbarous Na- 
ti05 


——rom Py.mime,to the faith of the Sonne of 
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and Samonr Teſs Chit. £29 : 
tions ſo farre of, and cherithing, ueere at hand, 
all kind of P:lgrizmcs, and poore people. And 
laitly, his mott ſweerinuinctble patience, and 
10y, in the midit of fo many g1eat Calainities, 
and Crofies, as were impoſed ypon him, by 
wicked Princes, by plagues, by tamine, and by 
warre; lJaltly, by a body al loade with cifca- To - 
ſes, and paines, throughout all the courle of | 
his lite; cogeather with a ſoule, which was | 
deeply wounded, for all the l\nnes of the | 
world. In fo much, as the holy Church hath 
all reaſon to tay, as the doth, thus(C of hum: 4d- (C) Rome 
mirabilis ſunt, que dixtt, fect;, ſcripftt, decremtpre- : 'feſto 5 
ſertim imfirma ſemper , 6 agra yletudine. 17 15 ant Gn 
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which hed, which be wrote, and which he decrecd, 
eſpecially being ever ſubiect ro a body, which was ſo 
weake and [ich ly. 

But to returne, and therby to cly ne 
towards this Mountaine of ours , wherby this - 
Saint ynderſtands our B. Lady; it mult tifit —— 
be graunted , that the yertues are fo neere of 
Kinne, to on? another, as that it muliganged, 
; No wonder, if ſomewhat which ! thall range — 
vnder{ſome one,might be alſo reduced to ſome 
other head. But this perpetuall Virgin, as @ 

very Mapp: mund:{d) ot themall . And as ina (d)Ths 
| | Mappe ot the world, the ſeuerall kingdomes B. Virgin 
therot, are {et out in ſcuerall colours, that I8 the ve 
, they may bediſcerned with greater eaſe; fo is 7 Mappe 
| | U, inthecaſe ofher diuinevertnes, as will be of VEreuee 
> feeneinour ponderation therof, I will only, = _ 
; a 7 WU 
yi reugreuce, and admiration, pour out : 
| oh | LAS 


— : 
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tare ME. I I'M 
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20 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
the chiefe, thatſo by them we may contemZ 
plate the reſt ; and theſe thall be her Faith, 
Hope,and Charity, her Humility, Purity, and 
(which includeth both Obedience & Paticce) 
her moſt intiere Conformity to the will of 
God. In all which yvertues, and in all the reſt, 
we belicue her ro haue beeneas pettect, as S. 
Ambroſe doth infinuate » when he ſaith thus of 
Lib. 2. de \r:Non tam veſtrgia pedis Ec. She ſeemed to grow 
Virginitare . 

wn the degrees of vertue, more ſwiftly, then euen 5j'e 
could moue her feete. 

(e)Her in- For as much as (ce) concerned her Faith, 

explicable ſhe belecued that ſupreme myltery of the B. 

Pach, Trinity , Which lay fo hidden in the law of 

nature; and was ſo little knowne euen in the 

g tyme of the written law . She had formerly 

vnderſtood therof, in the holy Scriptures; but 

now ypon the words of the Angell, the cleer- 

| ly imbraced , with her belicfe:, the perſon of 

"nl the Father, from whome the Sonne was to be 

——aſent the perſon of the Sonne whome ſhe was 

©o conceaue; & the perſon of the holy Ghoſi, 

9p whgayas to worke that high myſtery in her. 

= Kot only did The expreſly belicue the myſtery 

of the Incarnatioof the Sonne of God, which! 

till thattyme, had bene but ſhadowed, ynder 

types and figures; but the belecued, that in co- 

ceauing him , heiſclte ſhould both continue A 
V irgin, and yet be a mother. 

Althis,& more the this ſhe belecued; & that 
before the Ghoſpel was reccaued, & before her 
Sonne was borne into the world 2 andmuclt 
s | moxe, betorg he had wrought any miracles; & 
= With- 
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without demanding any {igne,or proofe ther- 14d, g; 
of, as Gedeon, & Zacharia:had done. And the Luc, x, 
beleeued the, witha tar-far greater certainty, 

and clarity of Faith, then any thing had cuer 

bene belceued beiore . Her Faith, in tine, was 

ſo great, as thar the was canonized tor it, by 

the holy Ghoſt, in tie mouth of S. Elizaberh. 

And S. Auguit'e was not altraid to fay, that Ang ds 
altiough to be choſen forthe mother ot God, S Yrrg, 
was a kind of innnite telicity and fauour, ver t Cipo, 


 It{f) was a greater,to v2Uvc bin intiched, by the FfQur R, 


hand of God, with tuch a cice;o, and linely I ty was 
1 h 4 b ' Ve . \ 1. aq- - © Nor 
Faith. For by vertue of this I atch,, the ally, : 
. d hb I; ] . 1 $. Happy In 
continued to belzeue, and to a(filt at the Pal- ber grear 
fion of her Sonne owr Lord, when his owne F aich hs 


people crucified him; and when his Apoſt- in bein 

les were fled away , as hath bene ſeene. And the mo. 
ſhe expected the Reſurrection , with anwyn- *berof 

doubt , and moſt conſtant Faith, without 39d- 


fluttering at the ſepulcher, betwene hope & S. Tho. po. _} 


. . * n 
feare, as others did. A = Per 
- 4 Pp 


How ſolid was her (g) Hope in God, 


 when,notwithitanding that S. loſeph thay — 


the was great with child: & knew not at tnat 8) Our - 
. B. Ladies - 


tyme, of the [ncarnation of the Sonne of God, A 
in herſacred wombe. And although the might 1919105 ble 
both with great eaſe, and honour, haue ynbe- HPC 
euiled him, by declaring the my ttery; yer the 
rather choſe, with itrange contempt of her- 
ſelfe, ro contide in God , thar without any 

help ot her, he would both preſerue the ef- 
pouſalls from being difſolued, and the fame 

of her virginuty , trom being rouched, How 
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$32 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
nobly did the contide in God , who hauing 
bene enriched by the three Kings {when they 
adored her Sonne 1n that ſtable ) made ſuch 
haſt as doubtlieile the did, to giueall away to 
the poore ; 1n imitation, and admiration of 
how God had empricd himſelte, as it were, of 
his Diuinity, that he might fill her wombe, 
with his holy Humanity. In ſo much as that 
when, within a tew dayecs after, the went to 
Lice *» Preſent our Lord Igsvs in the Temple, the 
(b) Re- was (h) not (as was faid before) worth 
0m pt the price of a Lambe , but was faigne to make 
on ay 4 ai oblation of Doues, which was appointed 
Preſenta> a+ proper to the poorelt people. Being at thar 
Aion of Marriage of Canz, where there was want of 
our Lord wine, the was touched with patty of their pOo- 
Jeſus in _yerty. And though her Sonne our Lord, had 
=O wrought no miracle till that tyme, yet the 
 aad.m. conceaued in her hart, ſuch a moſt lively 
8 Hope , that by ſupernaturall meanes he 
> —quld ſupply all wants as made her but pro- 
— pound the ſuite in fey plaine words; de- 
bi Imautmg wine borthem ,, in that very forme, 
* of only repreſenting the necefliry , which our 
Bleſſed Sauiour himſelte , was after pleaſed 
to vie, when hs cryced out Sw, vpon the 


Crolle, 


> = 9g err mar 


Matts 1. 
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Of the moi ardent Chanity, both to God and mn, 
which ratoned in the hart of the Blceflcd 
Vurgin. 


CHAP. $9. 


VT who tha[cuer be able to expreſle her 

exceſlue Charity, to God , & tor his ſake, 
to man; lince according to the meaſure of the 
Grace , which is intuſed into any foule, fo is 
Charity intuſed; and therfore ſince we haue 
found her tobe tull of Grace, we arc allo as 
ſure that the was full Charity. Our Lord make 
vs ſo happy as that once we may ſce that ſoule 
in heauen; fortill then we may ayme, but we 
ſhall neuer be able to hit the marke of her gre- 
atnes. We haue a Proverbe and it is noill one: 
That (a) the Ptlgrime goes 4sfarre as the Poſt, & the (a) Our 


rea{ofh therof is this . Becauſe howſocuer the B. Lady> - 


Pilgrime Walkes but ſlowly on; and the ball Sas bark 
runs, dayand night; yet, for as much as this **'igrt- 
Latter through the much haſt he makgs doth 3*> 2943 
vie to catch many falls; the former, who plats þ,, 2.. 
his feete at eaſe, 1s perhaps at his iorneys end, God. 
before him . But now, itthe ſpeed of the one, 
and the certainty of the other , might be {9 
happy , as to meete in any perſon , what a 
deale of way , would that creature ridd , e{- 
pecially if the tyme ſhould be long, winch 
were deputed to that trauay]o. 

Itis thou, O 2ueene of hecucn, who went 
that very creature, ruining on , in the way ot 

5 Dan- 


off in —- 


aft 
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| of Of the Toue of ov Lord, 
Sancity, With thoſe moit fiecady , & yet moſt 
{ſwitc aficctions ol thy fouic, as being bochthe 


tay Sonne our Lord ; o. whome the Royal] 
Ea, [3s Prophet did foreſee, and ſay, That be exulicd 
live 4 Grant who cas prepai,o hempelſctor hy courſe. 
Which was to be, ot ieile way, then trom that 
high hill of heave, tO this low yale of carth. 
But; Ct 1t Was With ili difference; that as he 
male ſuch haſt trom thence hither , by his In- 
carnation ; ſo the haitthou madeit, wa#trom 
#1 hence thither by ſpirit ualizatio, (as I may ſay) 
3 of thy ſeite, through thy growing, by inſtants, 
in all vertue. For, as in ihe firlt moment of 
her molt ſacred and Immaculitte Conception , her 
=” - ſoule was inducd , with ſuch a large portion 
3 ot d1111c Grace, 25 might become the Dignity 
of Gods Mother: to which from all eternity 


ſhe was deſigned ; fo did the inftanily caope- 


A - rate therewith, in all pertection. And that 
| : Veration, did, as it were, obliwe Almighty 
Eo to Invich her, with new degrees of Sans 

- = IAcatzon ; and that apaine, produced new 


-.Gb) The Rt. of bit humble, and mott taichiull loue, 
neal; her, by Way ef Retribution. And, in this 
py Arif manner, did that happy (b' itite continue, 
be:weene betwene the onmipotent and moit commu- 
the Grace Mcatiue hand of God , and that molt capable, 
of God & pure , holy har: of tie Bleiſed Virgin, during 
the foule {0g many millions, of taillions of moment , as 
of the ſa- mig 1413 out, in {eauenty tio yeares of Limey 
——ng Vir- hich ac cording toa very probable opinions 

: was the lait period of her morcall lite - "= 
enils 


mo thes, ana? :}C aUa' iphte, of that God, Q mall, 


_— 
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and Sauiour Teſus Chriff. 528 
this poſting Pilertme , did ſet out, in the way of 
Grace, and of the loue of God, as catly , as the 
firſt inſtant of her Immaculate Conception , & the 
continued therin, till the laſt of.her lite, which 
was very Jong. Andinall that tyme, the loſt 
No one miuute; and cuery one of bo ads, was 
performed with incomparable, and complete 
perteion. 

Andalthough inall chat tourney, they 
winde was euer on her fide, fince the Forzes 
Peccati , or Concupiſcence , was neuer permitted 
once to breath againſt her; nor any inclinatis 
of ſenſe, ro oppoſe the impulle. of reaton, 
which droue her on; yet in the running 
through that happy race of hers, ſhe was viti- 
ted(belides all the reſat(c)two ſeuerall times, ()Oftwoa 
by ſuch a vehement power of Gods ſpirit (na- 3YP'rable 
mely atthe inſtant of the Incarnation of the {7-4 
Sonne of God in her ſacred wombe, & againe ;, ;. ; 
afterward, ypon the deſcent of the holy Gholt, foule = 
which he ſent from heauen into her hart)thag of the fa<, = 
the had ſuch wings added to her ſoule, as cred Vir- 
made her no longer goe , but fly; and the {ent 2% _ . 
all her thoughts into God, iicoparably with 
more force of loue, the any arrow is thot our (d) The 
- of a bow , by the ſtrongeſt hand thart lives. OS 

And who ſhall then be able, ro mea- 1:7: (ex of 
ſure that(d)bottomleſle ſea of her loue of God? the I»ne 
Who ſhall be able, to ſoare into the height of of God 
| thoſe diuine contemplations, wherby that wh<r-in 
ſoule was ——— in him; farre and farre ''* "7 
beyond the vnderitanding of all the ſpiri:s i: 4.6 
heauen;whullt yet the walked vp and downe : 
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the world, in a garment of fleth and bloud, 
amonolt the children of men? What 11ghes & 
rcares of admiration, and moſt humble 1oy, 

| would the be diſpatching vp to that throne of 
Maicit, in whoſe light fo inacce{{ible;to o- * 
ther tolkes, the did ſo cleerly fee, the bottoin- 
leſle pit ot nothing, trom whence, the ſweet 
ſtrong hand of God had brovght her, and the 
worſe then nothing ot finne, from which he 
had preſerued her, by hisfi:!t abundant Grace, | 
and that afterward he had inriched, and ſublt- 
| mcd her ſo farre, as both in dignity , and fan- 
| City, to make her the very top, and Crowne 
| of all meere creatures. 

| (e)A moſt It (e) S. Auguſtine conld ſay to God, with 
| 


cellent + : : . ' FP 
” incredibleinternall ioy ot hart, Er mmtrem mcu- 


" affect of ,.. & 
S. Augu- b:le meum Cc.1 et me enter mo my moſt retyred chas 
tice. ber, aid let me finge Loue-ſonges 10 thee, fighing out 
Conte, l, centaire pn(peakeable groames, in this ptlgrimage of | 
_ Ele CuÞzrs MIINC. Avid calls the heauenty lernuſulem to Temem - 
brance, with my hart enlarged and turned vp towards 
tr. leruſulommrbich is my Country , lerſalem which 
w my mother. And 1 will remember -hee, who art the 
wlefOſtr , and the illumintcour, the tutour, the F4- 
ther, the (pauſe, the chast an Stronee del:oht, the {o- 
bid 1d ſincere oy, and all ynſpe.terble goodt hmngs put 
tozeather, becauſe thou art the 01:1ytrue and ſupreme 
good. What kind ot notes, and {onges , of An- {; 

velicall, and Seraphicail lous, do we thinkec, 

that this {piritual Nightinga!]. this Turtle,this 
born cier-lining, and dying 5\Wannce, would 
ſtili he Inging and ſwertly mourning Our to 

God? Intelpedt of whome, although 5: 4%- 
guſtinie | 


. 
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guftine, being ſet, not only by other men, but 
cuc by many other Saints, were as a furnace of 
fire, being compared with ſome tingle coale; 
yet the ſame S. Auguſtine in reſpect ot her, was 
no more then a ſingle ſparke ,in reſpect of 2 
whole ſphere of fire. 

An inexplicable thing iris, to conſider . 
the (t) protound reſt, togeather with the pei- Of) Proc 
petuall ſtrife, and motion of her ſoulc of louc ound reft 


: . "IN . - bY erpee 
which was both continually inioying God, ax. = 
and yetcotinually carning towards h im. CO- tion, were 
tinually labouring to doe him molt faithtull coupled 
ſeruice, and yet continually tceding vpon the in the 
pretious fruits of thoſe very labours. But be- _ of 
caule the fond, that Man, was the thing which ©2* lacred 

- - Ir210 
he mott Ioucd,next to Godzas being his Image * BB. 
by Creation, and his owne purchaſe, by Re- 
demntion, and that the moſt actually & moſt i 

J % 
purely, cleerly fav the Sonne of God, and her 


at that tyme, infjuch labour, and puriuite of = 


mans« good; with ſo much forgerfullnes (as it___ 
were ot his owwne MaieRty and glory; and that 
altervward he Jett his lite , ypon a Croſle for 


- 
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- , ng - nt by ES ; 
our Saluation ; it(g*is not?o be declared, nor (8) The .* : 


vet conceaned by vs, what an vnquenchavle incompa- - 
Foue, the-alto had to the Food of men. Implo- rable and 

. ws Ef as 4.3 - | +. »>MOlt af. 
ring God, torall that mercy which their mi- i 
ſery did need; and by her owne excellent ex- wen. 
ample, ging thera patternes which they ,,,. p 
wereto follow , and procuring both increaſe [,ady 
ot comto:r , to them who had itore; and the bearesta « 
acce Te tncrot, to {uch as the found to be in a'l man= 
want thcrot. Kind, 


This 
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DF the Loge of our Lord, 
This may cuidently appeare, by thoſe 
two excellent patterncs, of that whole peece 
of her loue , which haue ſo often bene produ- 
ced, and which the deltuered at S. Elizabeths 
houſe, X the mertage of Cans. Eſpecially if the 
li circumſtances be pondered yvell both of the 
difference in Dignity betwene her perſon and 
theirs, and che halt that ſhe made to be com- 
| m:nicating her tauours to Gods (creatures .' 
f "Cowards whome the ardour of her affeRion 
was ſo great, thatit ſeemed by the much haſt 
| ihe made in thoſe two myſteries, as if ſhe had 
not bene able to containe it. 
| 


| The 1mpenetrable profound Humility, and the per- 
=— fett, & ſuperceleſtiall Purity, of our B. La= 
| dies both body and ſoule ; and wherjn 

| the bewght thereof conſiſteth. 


. CHAP. go. 
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Morall vertues ; & behould how oy ſhe 
Iid the toundatio of Huthility, that her buil- 

ding might reach vp as high, as heaucn. She 
conſidered with perfe — ku of ynderſtan- 

(a) The ding, thatfrom all eternity, ſhe had bene no- 
round of thing, as was touched before, till the omnipo- 

; ourB. tent mercy of Goddid preuent her, with thoic 
Ladyes firſt vnſpeakeable, & ynconceaueable graces, 
mot P19” without any merit on her part. She knew 
well , as hath bene ſaid, that{a) ſhe wa sno 
more, then a mcere creature, of the ow 
| ; Cc 
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the finfull Adam ; and that ſhe nught haue fal- 
len into as many, OX as g:1cuous linnes, as the 
reſt of mank1iad , was ſubicct to , 1itheſweet 
oodnes of God had not preuented,, and pre- 
{erued het ſtil], with moſt particular tauours. 
By the light of this knowledge, the moſt ſa- 
cred Virgin dideſtecme her ſelte, as the mea- 
neſt creature of the world, and the cordially 
deſpiſed herſelfe, as a thing , in herſelte, who 
deſcrued to be, of no account at all. 

Not, but that the well knew, what guiftes 
ſhe had receiued of our Lord God, or that ſhe 
rooke herſelte into contempt, as thinking 
meanely ofthem (for them the eſteemed, and 
ſhe reueared God tor them, as the had caulc,) 
but the eſteemed herſelte, in herſelfe, no more 
for them, then if ſhe had not had them ar all. 
She was yet further from conceauing, that the 
was to contemne hetlſelfe as jf ſhe had comit- 


red any ſinne (for true(b) Humility is groun- (b) True 
dedeuer ypon certaine truth, ) and therforeas.Humiltty 
indeed the did neuer finne, ſo neither conld 15 cuer 


fi2 think, chat the had finned)but the defaiſed Zrpunded - 


heiſelte, becauſe theckerly ſaw that , of her- 
ſelte alone , the had nothing which was 
good; butthat all was of God, and thatto him, 
all thanks were due ; as they alſo were for his 
preſeruing her, trom all thoſe finns, into 
which the might haue fallen , if our Lord had 
not prevented her, by his grace. 

This means conceipt of her ſelfe, the 
moſt ſacred Virgin, made appeare, when the 
was told by the Angellin the name of God, 

that 


E's 


540 the Loge of Olly Lora, G 
that the was elected , to that higheſt Dignity, 
of being the Mother of the Sonne of the moſt 
high ; which was the greateſt Dignity, wher- 
of any meere creature could be capable. But 

et ſhe was lo far, trom taking complacence 
in her ſelte, ypon that reaſon, that the text at- 
tirmes her to haue bin troubled atthem. So 
that the Angell thought it his part, to giue 
her comtort atterward , by letting her know 
that it was not he, but God himſelte , who did 
(c) How her that honour. But\c\ the while, we mult 
our B, not thinke, that this trouble of hers, was any 
Lagy was ſuch thing}, as could depriue herof the cleare 
troubled, Jiſcourle of reaſon; or of the peace, of thatim- 


-— £29 moucable {oule; though, tor as much as it was 
"The was 3 Moto Of holy teare,* modeſt ſhame, to find 


not ſo. herſelte ſo much eltcemed, it ſhewes what an 
impenetrable fort of humility, ſhe had in that 

decpe {ſweet hart of hers, & how profoundly 

ſhe thought herſelf ynworthy of honour. So 

| gat finding her ſelte, at the very inſtant, to be 
ublimed toſuch a height as that,the did not yet 


p eſteeme her lclte, one graine more worthy, in 


"Her (elfe , then iRe did Before . Whervpon the 
tooke no titles which might then belog ſo her 
preſent Rate, as of Queene of Angells, Lady & 
Miſtris of the world , or eleted Spoule of the 
holy Gholt. Nor did the prefer herſelt , betore 
the meaneſt creature of the earth ; but ſetling 
her ſoule,in the loweſt, & meaneſt place ofthe 
all, ſhe gaue herſelf the ſtile of a havd-wayd or 
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| Luce, Slaue.S. Ambroſe wonders at this Humulity, & L 


wodert notat him tar ſo wodring; tor the An- 


gels 
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oells theſelucs are not able to do it, as it defer- 
ues. This vertue ſhe alto diſcouered, in Itrage 
miner;w hen, vpo thole great prayles, which 
S. Elizabeth proclaymed ro be her due both tor 
the prerogatiues which the had, in her ſelfe, & 
for the wonders which had bin wrought, in 
S. 1ohn, ypon the only hearing ot her yoyce) 
this ſacred Virgin, retuled out-right, ro accept 
therof; and inſtantly running into her molt 
humble hart , the tell into thar dinine Cantacle, Luc, 2, 
wherin fhe aſcribes all the glory ot her great- 
nes, and of that telicity of hers, which was to be 
celebrated ſor euer,by all the Generatons of the fatth- 
full, ro the only omnipotent mercy , of our 


Lord God. Greg. Nift>- 


. . LH 
Of the ſoueraigne Purity, of this ſacred ju 07.17.44 
Virgin, as it were amoit blaſphemous fine humans 
to doubt, fo were it ſimplicity to dilate the Chriſt; 
conſideration, of a thing ſocleete, into any Var, 
great length. She imbraced Chaltity, & the Aug.de 
: d . h : . 4 » J. Virgin 
vowedit, though formerly both in the law*of, 
nature, & euen in the written law there was little y,, Pg | 
te = = . Beda bom 
notice of it, & lefle prgctiie .oAnd as termadi-<PE 2, 
ty was much eſteemed , by the lewes, fo was Amnmur, 
the want therot, a note rather of reproach, 6c Anſelm, ; 
infamy, then otherwiſe. The people of fleth Pom: 1n- 
& bloud,, do often chooſe rather to beinta- 7744 lee 


.» . . . * _ . i - 
mous, With the lofle of viroinity, the olorious 7 
2 0 Bern ſerm 


by the preſeruation rherof . But this Queene of ,, v7, 

Virgins , cid lone, not only to be CONTCMPU- ;ae, Marie 

ble in theeye of tive yorld, bur euen to excuſe arnd Canis 

her ſe]}fe from accepting to be the very mother fu ls 2y : 

M God:rather the the would enduteto thinke, © 348 
1a 
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that the lower ot her vitginity ſhould ones 
betouched. Yet touched it was ;but firſt that 
was, by the holy Ghoſt himſelfe ; & then in- 
ſtantly afterward , by the increated Sonne of 
God, who repoſed fo many moneths, in that 
Angelicall Cradle, of her ſacred wombe . But 
that touch, was fo tarre from blaſting it, as 
that it indued it , with moſt pretious odours, 
which haue perfumed the world. And it betore 
that tyme , ner Virginity were but in flower 
(d) The jr vas now growne to be, both in flower, & 
ſacred huite,being highly ſanttitied & ſublimed, by 
_ that Elrzir (d\ot heauen, which turneth what- 
Chria feeucr ittoucheth into gold. 
= Ju The integrity of her ſacred body, was 
the leaſt part of herdiuine Purity, for herſoule | 
was that which did excell. That cxtended, 
not only to the abſence of any thing, which 
fe) This Was contrary to Chaſtity; but (e) to a torbea- 
indeedis rance of taking the leaſt contentment, or de- 
trucand Hpht in any thing created, but only in God, & 
perfet fyr God. No thought, no care, no deſite,or ioy, 
I Purity. did exer reſumgſo mugh as to ſolicit that ſu- 
: wot wo? ſoule, but only how to coply with 
her ynſpeakeable obligatio to Almighty God, 
by perperuall working , and yet profoundly 
contemplating thole diuine attributes of his, 
 Vpon which tro the firſt inſtat of her Immacu - 
Lite Conceptton till that other of her moſt glort- 
ous Aſſumption, her mind (as hath bene ſaid) 
did beate and boyle in continuall a&ts of moſt 
ardent Joue. This indeed was to be Chalt, :n 


the moſt eminent degree; T'o be doing that on 
C21t2 
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earth, which the Angels are doang tn heauen. 
Whoſe inceiſant auall loue, S. Anguſtine dorh 
thus expreſle: Quod perſcreranuu yr ma Ca5llte'te Der! Cenfele libs 
hauriant that iney are ſucking vp God himſeiſe, 11th in, © un, 
« moſt per ſerumg Chathity and purity of munae. | 
| When the Sonne of God, and her, was 
ſucking at the ſacred fountaine of hei breaſt, 
for the relicfe and maintenance of his prerious 
| life;how would that dium Virgin(f, Mother, (f A hap- 
be ſucking the while, at the fountaine of his py excha- 
|  Diuinity, tor the delighting, & inebriating of 8% 
herſoule? How inſtantly did the, ypon all oc- 
calions, giue backeall prayſes, and attributes 
of eſtimation, and honour to God , though 
they had bene {ent down to her, by the Tru- ___ 
pets of heauen, and by tongues of truth itſelf, 
| as hath bene ſaid. 
| When other creatures are prayſed they 
» fſeldome fend the prayſes backe as cleane ag 
they come, but their mindes being moyſtned 
by ſelte-loue, are ſtil] retayning ſome impreſ- 
fion therot more or leſle : Lumen ficctm op!1914 
anima. 1t is an excellent choice {oule which ſa. 
flameth vp towards God as not to be {of:ned 
or ſteeped in humaine affections. It was. witla 
our B. Lady, in the caſe of the prayſe or ho-. 
nour, Which was done her, asit would be 
| with a wall of D:a40ud; towards which ſome 
ball were ſent; and the harder it ſhould be drj- 
uen, the more forcibly and quickly it would 
xeturne againe . V/hat ball could be ſtronger 
driven , then that ſhe ſhould be proclaymed, 
the Mother of God, by an Archangell? and 
EF - What 
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what more ſtiflerepulle coutd be made to the 

rayſe which did reſult therby , then that in- 
ftantly , the ſhould proſtrate; and proteſt her 
ſelte to be no better then his {laue. 

It iuch were the perfection of her Pu- 
rity of hart, at that tyme, (Which I would to 
Chriit, we dzd not want words ſo much as to 

name) what would it grow to be,atte: {long 

cohabitation wWiththat God, herſonne,torthe 
ſg) The {pace of tree, and thirty yeares ? He (0 whoſe 
power of preſence, euen for one minute, 11 ſuch ſort as 
the pre- he was pleated to atfaogxd it to her, were able to 
ſence of make any ditlolute, and diſordered hart, be- 
-— ol 4, come Saintly and pure; and indeed to make a 
—— * kindot heaucn of hell it fete. 

I adore God, in his B. Nother; and I 
admire the perlection of her happy ſoule; and 
in the leaſt of her a&tions, and words , 1 ſee 
another mannerot Abyſle, without a bottom, 
then in all the Saints and Angells, put rogea- 
ther; but that which moſt amazeth me, 1s the 
plenritul Regio of her purity, & the incorrup- 

<ible fidelity,ot hgrſoulgrowards God. Which 

was ſo perte&tly dead to it ſelte, and fo tuil of 

ſpringing life, and motion to him, as (h\ rhat 
&@) The inſtantly, ſhee did ever, retr:-c his graces back 
 Non-plus againe, (Wrapped vp, as 1n1o many Loue-let- 
yiera of tors, of adoring thanks, and ardent ſighes) as 
the Puri- 1Jore, and pure, as God himlelie had ſent 
ty of em d vithout the (ticking of one 
B, Virgia, them downe, withovt the {ticking Or 0 

graine, or crumme of duſt to her. 

And therefore now , if the were ſo ab- 
ſolute i that tnward, and profound contept 
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of herſelfe, we thall cealc to hind it ſtrange, 
that ſo intirely the conrened exteriour things, 
And yet, of it ſelfe, whata wonder was it, tor 
the Queene of heauen and earth, to beſo ioy- 
fully deliuered, of the euer huing God, in his 
milterious Natiuity, as we haue 1cene betore; 
with all the circumitances of diſaduantage, & 
dithonour, /that could be thought. Bur the 
want of all worldly things, was that ſump- 
tuous banquer, vpon which the foule and 
body of the B. Virgin loued to feed ;torJoue 
of him, who had empried himlelte into thar 
Humanity , for loue of vs; and which obli- 
pe vs therby, to diſcharge cuen the lawtull 
oue of all other things, whetinthe height of 
purity doth conkilt. 


Of the mexplicable Conforynty of the will of the 
B. Virgin , to the holy will of God mn all 
ehznges , how deere ſoecer, at might coft her. 


CHAP. gr 


TD? & ot hence did allo grow, thatentyere 
Conformity of her will , with the holy & 
wiſe will of God; which as the had never 0+ 
uerſhot in the proſperous part of her life (as at 
the ſalutation of the Angell and S. El;zzabeth, 8 
when her Sonne was adored, by the three 
kings, in his royal) throne, of her hap; )) ſo did 
the neuer fall thorr of it to the breadth ofa 
hayre, in any aftlition or tribulation . We 
favy before, in parr, what her Humility was; 
Es M a2 and 
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and how protoundly low itlayd her owns 
account; and how pure the kept her hart, trs 
any coplacence in her ſelt, ypon thoſe higheſi 
prayles, wherwith the Angell and S. Elizabeth 
did adorne, & celebrate her grace & preatnes. 


(a) How We (a) know withall, both by the cleere 
derply light of truth, andby the taithtull records of 
eruc Saints liues, that an ambitious peiton cannot 


buniity more greedily hunt after praylc, then a ſoule 
abborreth truly humble, will ſhrinke in, and auoyd, and 
prayies Hhorre theſame . And it, cuen a man, who 
15 but moderatly vaine, will not catily be in- 
duced, cuen tor very ſhame, to prayſe him- 
ſelte very much . and with deliberation ; 
what an vnſpeakeable aucifion, mult needs 
that moſt humble, of all humble ſoules, haue 
had, trom all extolling ot hertclte. But yer, 
Tuct fince the will of God was ſuch, and that the 
holy Ghoſt, was pleaſed to vſe the inſtrument 

of her tongue, which , of itſelte , was ſo truly 

a foucr of holy humble filence , towards the 
proclayming of her owne prerogatiues, and 
**greatnes, the digl moſt ioyfully concurre to 


— 


: (b) How prayſe herſelte, and to avow, that God bath 


a Will, donegreat things to her , and that for them, all Ge- 


po _ ner.4t:0ns chould call her bleſſed. 
formity It was the w1ll of God, that her Sonne 


to thewill ſhould Aly, as by the wings of her armes, into 
of God, Fgip!, for teare of that Kite King Herod; and 
muſt be the went, ypon a minutes warning, witha 
both fup- Conformity ,(b"as tiff asany rocke;,& with- 
ple, and all, as ſupple, and gentle, asany wax;& wath 
ſite, arectiguation ſo profound, as not ſo much as 

if 
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to aske, Wien the thould be freed, from that 
| Crolle. It was Gods will that S. 1oſeph thould 
haue the honour otghe Angels vitit, & that the 
ſhould obey a ma, whole incoparable Dignity 
did much confilt in this, that he was admurted 
to take the care of her, and to do her (eruice: 
yet behould , the did punctually obey all his 
| orders, in her delight to be complying, with 
the commaunclement of our Lord God, as if 
the had bene the beggar, & he the King . And 
that we may ſce, how many butinetles the 
holy Ghott is able to doat once ; and how by 
commanding ſome one thing, he giueth mat- 
rer for: many toules ro pertoime , the acts of 
molt heroicall vertue at the ſame tyme, Vt re- 
aclentur ex multi cordibus cogituttones, it will not 
| be a mille ro conſider (as intallibly the thing is 
true in it {elte) that as it was a point of moſt 
humble, and pure Conformity for the B: Vir- 
ginto take law , trom'c) $. Ioſeph ; ſo was it te) How | 
matter otexceſſiue mortihication , to his moſt , oly S. | 
holy, moſt wiſe, and molt faithtull foule, to nyfeph | 
giue directions, as by meanes of reuclation, tO gaas mor= .. + 
that ſuperexcellent Mother of God, whoine tified in 
ſo oplonnily he did reueare, and admire , ſa- Þeing o- 
uing only that heallo, would obey rae divine bliged to 
will therin. CO0E 
But to returne to the Conformity of the —_— 
B. Virgin; and to make thort in this particu- Lady, - 
Lar, and to ſay the chiefe of that which can be : 
ſaid in a word : at was the will of our Lord ' 
God,that his Sonneand hers, being both God, 
and man, and cucn as man, being the moſt 
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548 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
innocent, and moſt excellent, holy perſon, 
that euer was, thould be put to the grieuous, 
and moſt ignominious death of the Croſſe. 
And the ſaw, that he had bene buffeted and 
dragged, and hoodwincked , and {courged, & 
Crowned with thornes, & pierced _—_ nay- 
les; and defied with ſpittle; & defamed with 
ſlaunders; and protaned with blaſphemies; & 
expoſed,[tarkenaked to the view of the world 
ypon that top of a hill ; and placed betwene 
a coople of murdring thecues ; and ſo he con- 
tioued , till at Jaſt he parted with his pretious 
lite, being all diſlolued into a very fountaine 
ot bloud. 

This I ſay, ſhe ſaw ; and becauſe his death 
was agreeable to the will, and the manner of 
it, to the permiſſion of our Lord God; ſhe re- 
ſolued with incffable qrengeh of minde , to 
will all that part of his death which God 
| (9)The would; and to permit all that, which he (d) 
— - permitted. And the laid herſelfe ſo wholy a- 
Eerie ©0* fide , asnot only notto glue it the leaſt Impe- 

PLS J 

diment, but not{p mug , as once to harbour 

Ladies the leaſt thought, that way. And notwith- 
wiltothe ſtanding that the grieued atit, more then all 
willof the creatures of God togeather, could have 
God. vrieued (though all their gricfe had bene ſum- 
med vp into one drop of griefc) fince the lo- 

ued him more then they all could do, and the 

ps tooke meaſure by the loue ) the = loo- 

ed oa whilſt this was done; and ſhe ſtood v- 

on er feete, which is the poſiure of ſtrength; 


and the turned her hat vp to God, by way. of 
ONGC 
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offering vp cuen that Sonne, in vnion of his 
owne diuine oblation; and the endured all 
that torment with inuincible patience. And 
whillt(e) the ſword of ſorrow, which S. $;- () What 
meon had foretold , and which for the ſpace of ? NF acle 
| ſo many yeares, ſhe had, witha moſt ſteady of Hrs 
eye, foreſeene, with the point ſtill turned to» both WM 
wa!:ds her, and with a molt carctull hartcon- © © 
fidered; and which ſhe was then, in the very 
act of Feeling, to paſle, and tranſpierce her 
very ſoule; yetneither inſo many yeares, was 
that Mare pacrficum , that profound Sea , of her 
ſweet ſoule, once troubled at 1t; nor, at the 
foote of the croſle, did ſhe vtter any one word 
of le{[cCotormity;nor expreſſceotherwiſe, any 
little ſhew of womanith, & weake coplainr. 
Nay S. Ambroſe who conſiders her, in 
| this molt dolorous, but yet molt glorious ſtare, 
dares notafhrme, the the did ſo much as weep? 
Stantem lego , flentem non lego; I read( ſaith he) Ambr. de | 
that she was landing at the foote of the Croſſe, but I obueu Va® _ * 
doe not read , that shewas weeping for the Crucifix, len#. prope 
And to increaſe the wonder, let it be further tyres 
conſidered, asit ismolt true, though the had 
ſuch griete , as hath bene ſaid, tor the torment, 
and death of Chriſt our Lord, which was the 
effet; yet incomparably ſhe had more griefe ; 
for the diſhonour of God , and the ſinne of 
man, which was the cauſe therof. Bur ſtill 
hawſocuer , ſhe was all reſigned ; and ſo, in 
conformity, of the moſt excellent will of Gods 
as ſtill to ſtand, like an immoueable marble 
tawer, in themidlt of ſuch a world of waucs. 
: Mm 3 T9 
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To conclude thertore, concerning her 
vertues; the had not ,in he: whole Jife, one 
thought, wherby the did not exercilc ſome 
vertue, or other, in all pertection. Nay it we 
be ſo miſerable, as by one, and the ſame act ot 


&) Our Ours, fO ottend ſomerymes againſt many ver- 


B Lady fucsat once;(t)how much more ſure was her 
did exer. diuinc ſouleto be, like a huge rich Carbuncle 
ciſe, ax cutfull of taces or ſquares, & ro coply by euery 
once, ma- a& ot hers, with the obligation, & pertection 
ny ver- of many vertues at once. And thoſe vertues 
tes, in hadthe very propertics, which her own excel- 
thetop of jent perſon had; tor they were not only molt 
us 'S faire,tor as much as cocerned theſelues; 
Gal moſt chalt]y attractiue, and actually fruit- 
full, in the mind of others. And God alone is 
able to nuber vp,thoſe innumerable millions 
of yertuous acts, of all kindes, which haue 
bene wrought by Chriſtians 11 imitation , & 
contemplation of her vertues. And not only 
have men produced them , by her example, 
but when that was done, they haue retined, & 
- perfected them, 1p a high degree . And yet ſtill 
withall, they conceaue, and conlider, and feele 
themſelues, in their yery harts, tobe, but as 
vnprofitable ſeruants, as Chriſt our Lord co- 
maundeth all the world to thinke they are, 
when they thould haue done all they could. 
Wherin noſoule hath reaſo to find difhculty, 
whe 1t remembers this holy mother of God, 
whowould know herſelf, by no better name 
then of itis flaue. 
The 
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The enttere Conformity of the B. Virgins will, ro 
 thewillof God, 1s proſecuted ; And it wshewed, 


how a world of priuledges, and perfeftions, whuh 
ſeeme incompatible, were aſsembled mm her, 
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ExrILyY we Chriſtian Catholikes, are 
.much bound to God, for infinite (a) fa- (a) Out 
uours; & itdeſerueth to go amonglt the grea- 0rd 
reſt of them, that he ſets betore ys, ſuch puif- m— ſecke 
fant & yet delighttull obics astheſe. A God _ —— 
incarnate, dying vpon a Crofle, andan An- y, ,jeas 
gell incarnate, and more then a whole Quire gf income 
ot Angells, in the perfon of his B. Virgin Mo- parable 
ther, at the foote therof. They draw vs vp to- ſtrength 
wards them, by depreſſing vs downe, below & (weet- 
our ſelues, For euen what Saint, will not run 2%» 
out of contenance as farre as the feete of ſhame 
can carry him, and thrinke into a feeling 
knowledge that he 1s indeed a kind of no- 
thing, ithe be coparcd,I ſay not only to Chriſt 
our Lord, but to our B. Lady? i 

When the body is tormented, the mind 
will help to hold it vp, but when the Mar-- 
tyrdome is indured , by a {word of ſuch ſor- 
| row intheſoule, what isableto ſtay it, but 
ſucha perfect obedicnce, and patience, , and (b) The 
loue, as hers; which tyed it, after an immo- _— = 
| ueable manner, to the pillar of Gods will;and $27 e 


: _ dies bart 
which (b) planted that houle of her hart, ypon was 


arocks {o tirme, as Could not once be lhaken, noueable 
Mm 4 by 
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by all the waues ot carth, and hell. The vif- 
ble Sunne did liide itfelfe art that tyme, as in 
the diſcourſe of the Paſſion was declared; & ſo 
alſo did the inuitble Sonne which was the 
the Sonne of this ſacred Virgin, hide himſelte 
in her. For where did he thine, and burne, 
Cant. 3» but there ? Diledtus meus mths , &> ego ullt, was 
 **  thenthe word otthem both, hand to hand; 
and the might well athrme in a much more e- 
minent manner,then S. Paul, that ber life was 
hidden yp with Chiiſt m God . 

What(c/a world of things, which ſeeme 
Lady did incompatible with one another, do we ſee en- 
zbound counter, and imbrace themſc]ues, in this ſa- 
with thia- cred Virgin? In her, we ſec atfliction and toy; 
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(c)Our B. 


, g's w hich Nobility and poverty . A cleere knowledge 


ceem in- that the was the Cedar of Excellency , with a 
1p-2Y ertect contempr, and making herſelfe the 
= = ſhrubbot hyſop by humility. The fire of Cha- 

rity, and the ſnow of Purity . Her perſon v- 
pon earth; her conuerſatis in heauen. A child 
of 4d.im in nature, and his morher in Grace; 
and achild of Chriſt our Lord in grace, & his 

"mother in nature. SoThat ſhee 1s both mo- 
ther and daughter; nay ſhe is both Virgin, & 

Mother. In her ſacred wombe , the coupled 
Fetle 42* God and man : Et Qutcreduit me, Tequieutt Wi t4- 

bernaculo meo: and he ſavth the) who created me, 

bath repoſed in this(d\) Tabernacle of mine. She gaue 
(d) Her anzw, and that an Eternall being, to oy 
ſacred who gaue the torall being which 1 inioyed, 
wombe. bothby herand all other creatures. She was 


G7attdai,as S. Bernard ſaith, but not Grauata, 
great 
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| great with child, but it wasa burthen without 
any weight. Forſhe carried him in her wobe, 
who carried, and conducted both him, and 
the world, in his three fingars . She was tur- S. Berg, 
bata , non perturbata , troubled at theſalutation hom. z. | 
of the Angell, but not dilturbed by it, as isal- #7 Mif- 
ſoattirmed by the ſame S Bernard. Sheisa faire ſu eft, 
full river, which could ncuer fall; bur did o- ® oft meds 
uerflow ſo far as to be a Sca, but ſubiect to no 
tempeſt; and alwayes, it we will, we may 
glaſle our ſeJues in herſmooth & ſhining wa- 
ters. A Sea lhe 1s, toſailein;and a port to reſt 
in. She jsalſo «ell ſealed yp, but yet we may p_ PIR 
all draw that from thece, which willquench,,,,,,, 
our thirſt, for ſhe 1s not only well, but water. cage, q4, 
Sheis alſo 4 garden 5hnt vp ; but yet we all may "I 
gather of thoſe excellent, and odoriterous gry | ® 
flowers. Nay though ſhe be a garden , her- c6cluſus. 4 '% 
ſelfe isalfo a lower ; and the beſt but one, in Cant. g® 
all that heauenly Paradiſe of God. She is the X 
true mother of Pearle; but yet withall ſhe.is a | 
Pearle; and the richeſt after that other, which 
doth adorne the Throne of the Diuinity. She, FH 
is the woman, whome, in the Apocaltps, S. Iohn Apor, md | 
ſaw cloathed with theſunne ; and he alſo ſaw, in 
his Ghoſpell, of Verbum caro fatumeſt, that the ,, 4 
Sonne was cloathed and kept warme by her. * 
Sheisalſoſaid to be like the ſunne in bright- 
nes, yetnot glareing , ordazgling; but togea- 
ther with the brightnes ofa ſunne, the hath the k 
{weetnes, of a neuer-wayning or changing 
Moone. 
She 15 ſweet, but ſtrange after the ex- 
ample 
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ſuautter, & pertingit, afine vſque ad finew fortiter. 

And for this, the is alſo ſaid to be Terribilts, pe 

caſtrorum actes ordinata, as terrible as a battell placed 

14 g004 array. Theterrour, which a complete 

Army glues , 15 great; but that is only to the 

encmies; tor, to triends, it is a ſpectacle, both 

(e) The otfſecurity, andglory. She {(e) conquers with 
molt curteſy, and mercy; orit the doit, by force, 
ſweetcot- yer js itnotto kill, but to rake priſoners; & ta 
dition of © ne them, in the armes of her protects. 
our B Sheis that ſtroge Tower of D.uuid; but yet with- 
Cant, 4. All the will needs beſo weake, as to yield her- 
* ſelke, vpon the call ofany attliced creature. 

In (t)finc the had God the Father, for 

ef) i her Father;and God the Sonne for her Sonne; 
Lady was and Godthe holy Ghoſt, for her Spouſe. Her 
allied & Sonne was wholly his Sonne, in one of his 
lincked natures;8& his Sonne was wholly hers, in the 


with all other; and yet it was but one, and the ſelf 


the three ſame Sone of the both. Who as he did infini- 


| Perſons tely(afteraſort)enrich that Humanity which 


of the By .hereceiued from her; ſo it became his Maieſty 


and preatnes, and wiſeGme, & goodnes (be- 
{ides his filial reuerence, and loue) to impart 
himſelfe to her as hath bene ſaid, in the moſt 
abundant manner, and withall thoſe priujled- 
ges, & graces Wiuch any mccre creature could 
IECERUEL = oh 8 

Ef: of 


woo AF. cu. 


$54 | » Rp 
ample of Chriſt our Lord, Qui diſponit omnia 
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of the ſenerall denotions that we age t9 carry to our 
B. Lady. 

CHAP. 99 


O w thettore this glorious Virgin , be- 

ing giuen vs, by the gratious hand of our 
Lord God, tobe our mother; and ſhe , with- 
all, being a mother ot ſuch Soucrazgne excel- 
lency, as we haue feene, it will remaine, tor 
vsto acknowledge, the infinite obligation 
which we haue to our B. Lord, tor ſuch a(a) 
benefit ;andto confider how great denotion, 
and humble afteftion, we ought to carry to- 
wards her; thatſo we may obtaine the more 
abundant bleſſing at her hands. This (b\deuo- 


(a) How 


enriere 


deuotion 


tion and humble afte&tion will confiſt, and Lagy,” 


otight to be expreſſed, by our procuring to (by Wher 
haue her much, and with a mighty eſtimation 1n that ge. 


in our memory; To congratulate & rcioyce, 
withall the powers ot ourſoule, for her glo- 


iy; Todilate, and (jgFad the fame of en liſt, | 


cellency; Voimplore her ayde of our miſery; 
And lalily, & chiefly, to imitate her Humili- 
ty,her Purity, & her Charity, with all the reit 
ot thoſe diuine yertues, which triumphed and 
raigned in her holy ſoule. 

We Catholikes, do all eftecme her as we 


UOticn ? 


ought; and 1 will perſwade my ſelfe that ſuch 


avare not ſo, (if yet withall they will pretend 
co believe in Chriſt our Lord ) will begin 
to doit. It any of vs had intereſt but a little- 

| little 
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file pecce , of one of the corruprtible Farmets 


of Chrilt our Lotd, how happy , and how 
rich would he eſtceme himſfelte , in the part 

which he might haue, in ſuch a iewell ? And 
if that peece , were of that garment in particu- 

lar, which he had worne next his owne ſa- 
cred fleſh, how much more would he glory 
in ſuch a treaſure ? Now although we haue no 
ſuch Relique of our owne, as this; yet by the 
prouidence of God, his ſeamelefle coate, is 
extant in the hands of the Church. And be- 
cauſe it had the honor , to touch his ſacred bo- 
dy, there is no Monarch in the world, who 
ought not to adore God for that fauour ; and 
who may not licke the duſt of that ground , 
ypon which fo pretious a iewell were con- 

ſerued. 

What are we then to thinke,and what ta 
*: Hypo- do, towards this Relique of God , the B. Vir- 
| pante Do- pin, of whomeit is ſayd by Methodius (that ex- 
mui, apud cel[ent learned holy Saint, and Martyr , who 
Canftium. ys celebrated fo greatly by Saint Hierome;) 
That 5be was the garment , and cloake of Chriſt our 
Lord , which he , being the true Eltas , did leaue to 
ys, twhen he aſcended vp to heauen , that ſo hss ſpirat 
and grace , mpght doubly come downe vpon ys. For 
notonlyhad he touched her and beenecloa- 
?eiohe hed by her, but he lodged alſo in her pre- 

| g : 4 
vmon be- Fious wombe , many moneths; and alone it 
eweene Was, that himſelfe had taken a body , which 
che mo- might be touched. He was then in effe, bur 
ther 8tbe one, and theſelfe ſame thing with her; and ſo 
Sonnte truly are (c) the mothey, and the child _ 
" SIIL'Y ot! 


(e) The 
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both to be, then bur one,that they have both, 
\ bur the good Angell of the mother ; and the 
child hath none ot his owne, till he be {eue- 
red from her, by his birth . And yet euen at- 
terward , it is rather a ſeparation, in reſpect of 
place, then a diuifto in reſpect of nature;for ins 
that conſideration, they are, in ctteR, ttill the 
ſame. With what an admirable, render, and 
molt reuerent loue , muſt we therfore reſort 
to this mother of God, who was once one 
thing , with the Humanity of the ſame God; 
and who neucr after, grew ſo much leſle 
one, in the way of corporall ynion,as the did, 
by moments, go increaſing in the vnion of her 
| ſpirit with his. 4 
We ſce what reſpects, are carried even 
to Reliquaries made of metall, it the Reli- 
ques which they keep, be well authorized, 8 
of ſome Glorious Saint. And much more we 
know , that the ſacred Chalice is notſo much 
asto be touched, bur by Eccleſiaſticall perſons, 
for reuerence of the B. Sacrament, which it 
contayned therein. Reerc {d\ Lord and how Q@)Our 
highly reuerently , are we then to touch this B. Lady 
Reliquary, of the diuinity of God, ſince the is the Reg 
matter wherof it was made gaue matter, out of '"quary 
 Irſelfe, forthe making of his humanity, which ,; 
was the very Relique it ſelfe! How Religi- 
2 oufly are we to approach to this Cuſtedia , 
® which did miniſter the Corne, wherof that 
| bread of heauen was baked, by the fire of ths 
holy Ghoft , wherwith the whol2 world is to be 
fed for ever! For then do we approach to this 
Cuſtodis 
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Cuitodia, 8 then we touch it, when we afpire 
towards her, with our pious affections, & de- | 
uout prayers, Which are the hands of our harr: 
Moſt happy are thoſe ſoules, ro whom 
our Lord imparts a cordiall , and filiall deuo- 
tion to rhis Queene-mother of heaus; tor they | 
xcad that truth written in their owne harts, 
which others do but read in bookes : Namely 
that itis a great figne of Predeſtination, to be 
particularly deuored to her. And it | were dif- 
poſed to proue, that an auerſion of the hart, 
trom doing her honour, and ſeruice , were an 
| euident tigne of Reprobation, in puniſhment 
of that, and other tinnes ; I (ce thould need | 
(e) The hut to make a Catalogue of ſuch as haue ma- 
filthy life}; ned her. For the proote of this latter truth, 
anc was Neſtorius, Toumannus, Heluidius, with the 
ful endot. a - 
loch as MNPure Apoſtata's of this alt age, be looked v- 
haue op- Pon,and lertheir wicked lite otherwiſe, be c0- 
poſed to 1idered, rogeather With the fearfull end, to 
the ho- which many of them did arriue. Ando al- 
nour of ſg Jer them looke backe with their memory, 
- B, Lady, vpon Copronuym , thag mott Aagitious Em- 
Vide Ca erour, that bloudy, laciuious Sorcerer; 
miſ.l.5, c, P V4 
44 who by lawes ſolemnely made, did deprive {| 
our B. Lady, both of her due eſtimation, and 
Inuocation ; Er aperutt os ſuum in blaſphemias ad 
Deug , blaſphemare nonien cis &> Tabernaculum e- 
245: and he opened his mouth im the way of blaſphemy 
ag aint God , and his holy Tabernacle. And after- 
ward, he dyed blaſpheming God himſelte, 
through the torments of moſt loathſome d1- 
kaſes, which carried him, from hence to _ 
nN 
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On the 't) other tide, let it be weighed, (fy Com: 
what excellent Princes they were, Who, from pare the. 
tyme to ryme, haue done riohit to this Queene Perſons 
ot heauen, by erecting 'Temples in her ho- who haue 
nour . As Conſtantine the great, S. Helene, S. —_ de» 
Pulcherta and Charlemane , to omit ingume- qt, 
rable others. And what worthy holy perſons, our B La- 
they allo wete, who haue written in her pray- dy with 
ſes, and commended themſe]ucs with humble thoſe ga 
dcuotion to their interceſſion; and who with- thers, * 
a'l, hauc filled the world, with the odour of 
their cxemplar and holy lives; as namely S. 
Aibanafius, S. Baſil, S. Chryſoſftome, $S. Gregory 
Na2ienzen, Perris Chyifologus, S. lohnjDamaſcene, 
with troupes of other Fathers of the Greeke 
Church whe. Wo the Latine, S. Ambr@ſe, S. Augu= 
(tine, $. Hicrome, S. Gregory , Vererable Bede, 
S. Anſelme , $. Bernard, and worlds of others, 
whole bookes are tull, beſides the teſtimo- 
nies of prayers to Saints, and ſometymes ta 
ſuch as had then lately lined with themſelues; 
(and how much more to this Bleſſed mother 
of God, this Saint, Superiour to all Saints, 
wvnder Chiiſt our Lor@) whoſe honour they 
haue detcnded trom all Heretikes, Some of 
whome, had taken pleaſure , and pride, ei- 
ther to degrade her body trom integrity, or her 
ſfoule tro Siactity; and who haue, withal, diſ- 
couraged , & diſſwaded the world, from pro- 
curing by their prayers, to her, to obtaine the 
effects of Gods mercy, rowards her children. 
And when it ſhall be found, what a difference 
there is, betyyene theſe rwo troopes of men; 
bath 
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oth her aduerſaries, I hope, by ſo lively ex- 
amples will be reduced, and her humble ſer- 
nants, and 6bedient Sonnes w1ll be animated 
ro the increaſe, and doubling of their deuo- 
ton towards her. Which the Saints of all ages, 
haue delighted in ; and which (ſuppoſing that 
ſhe is the mother of God) the very light of rea- 
ſon, doth inforce;zand which God himſelt hath 
approued by innumerable moſt vndoubred, 
both corporall, and ſpiritual miracles, in all 
the corners of the Chriſtian world. 


> WF. be. 


The pitty of our B. Lady towards vs now that Shee 
«mm beauen, w ſet oxt , and shewwed tobe ſarrebes 
yond what it was , when 5he lined on earth. And 
thes diſcourſe 15 concluded, with a Prayer to her. 


C H AP. 94« 


| (a) A par- I F whilſt (a) ſhe was heerc, in this mortall 
ticular pe- Þ life, ſhe would youchſiafe, being the mo- 
Jeration ther of God, to expreſleſuch an act of Humi- 

. of our Be ljry, and Charity, as cgſt her pure feete ſo ma- 
non <p. iy painefull ſteps, ouer that hilly Country to 
"M1. © Se Elizabeth. If the pur herſelfe ypon that la- 
-artity bour, immediatly after the was announced 
vbi!ft ſhe the mother of God. If, it was not any vilit, of 
'':edon complement, but that by her preſeace , the 
a "vas the mearſts ofenriching the body, and 
{6 --* foule, and Sonne, of that Saint, with cele- 
b ſtiallgraces; And that the went not , to come 
: quickly away againe ; bur ſtaid aſliſting , 8c 
ſc;uing her, for the ſpace of three moneths; in 

A 


OR IS. —_ 
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and Sauwur Teſus Chriſt, &6r- 
all which time, S. Ambroſe excellently poders, Lyc. 2, 
how much S. Elizibe;h mult, needs be tandcti- 1.1 Cy. . 
fied, by the divine conuerfation of the {acred £1t+ 5 
Virgin; ſince the fiſt thew ot her preſence, 
wrought {uch wonacrs wn her. It the fandcti- 
Ga of S. iobhn, we.e the tit fpiricuall 1n- 
creaſe, Which our Lord incainate wrou git) IN 
harts ; and it wa+ done by meanes of 1111s B, 
Virgin; and the f1ilt corp! all miracle was al-- 
ſo wrought by her meane:, at the Marriage of 
C.mi, Whenſhe woutad dejicend fo low, as to 
alliſt at the dynner of people, vv ho weieſo 
Very poO: rea thatthey worenor ableto have 
Wine inough for ther mojt fofemne Feall © It 
OL jet! (leltc v 1thout wy 1319 C doin Cy, Nichad an 
eyc, vpon their wants, aad a hait which 
wiought towards the rejicte therote If the had 
compathon of them , nor only conce:ning 
fome {ſuch thing, as bread; liich had bene of 

eere neceflity;burt for tlie : cbrayningot wine, 
which is a creature, chictely ordayned for Our 
delight , and comtoir? It to procure it , the ſo- 
licited ber Sonne our Lo! a,,to verks aMml- « 
racle, 1n teirtouuur, which, "ill har tyme, he 
had ueuer done ;and yet he workd nor taile 
to graunt her lure? 11,2 foone as by her pray= 
£15 for thein, ſhe had in luced Chiiit our Lord, 
£0 g11e e them winegthe 419 inffaricly turne her 
praying to him, into a kinde of preaching 
zo them; aduiting them, to doe whattoeuer he 
thould require at their hands, throw the 
deere {ol icittide and teare the had; lea! | other- 
wats they might have tayled ot dug obedience 
N 1 (eipe- 
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(eſpecially when;ſhe knew, in what manner, 
h: went to worke the miracle) which was hiſt 
to have the veilell tilled with waticr, which 
m:iohthauve ſeemed to bea yery contrary mea- 
nes to the detired end, which was to helpe the 
to a ſupply of vine?*}t theſe things, I ay, wee 
doneby her, when ber C:.ainy was tar lefie, 
(b)A c6- (b CO her [tare Incomparal | y inte;1ourto that, 
pariſon ot which now it 1: what peito i: that fo vn wor- 
w hat our thy, whome this Qureene of heauc wilnot a» 
| _Þ, Lacy, wow & own tio heaucn?What wound of any 
FF Wa ON 82 fouls, ISTHatio 2i2uoks hich the will a1t- 
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_ ies OAVINC tO dretie? x what wat of cotort can that 
wnaa 3) ,* = n R " i 
| 10 {oO extreme, WE the wil notimploy heifeltt 
oro be to extreme, We the wil notimploy heiſelt 


q io remoue, by interceding to her SONNC OUT 
I.ord ? Now that thoſe I illyes of Purity, and 
thoſe Violets of her Humili:y,& tote 16a Ro» 
{cs oft her burning Ciuanty, & Patience at the 
Crotle, are tatplanted out of the deſert of this 
world 11.tothateardo of God, in hcuen, FOE 

«? 
thither is ſhe atlumed, both in joute,& br ov.to 
the truition cf more glory, then is poteiied by 
: » all the Angell, and Saints. Thee, 1 the 11 
' uifed, in the bright vifion of God, whore the 
Pies and in wl.cme the loves, all the feules 
| which have recourſe to ker , with 1c mpara- 
ble Charity, and cate. And it 5. Ar cuſtne, 
could tuly ſay of his deceaſed triend Nev: din, 
Confel. j, who was gone tO Crout Iam ac pore ti1em id 
I. C, Bo 95 men cf Hedoth not norm Liviu ere 101” meth, 
bur he «ppives that ſprottnli month, 1o19-t (PT'V'$ of 
thmc; aud be d-1th eh 1rifedoine , 4 Coy the ttt rmoft 

Yaiet! [3s CRE Lie) th; t, be "ms ITOW, fu? wi eters 
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my. Neither yet, doe © thicke SUED he is ſo mebria- 
ted with thee, 45 +h.u he gan forge: me; ſins thor, 


O Lord, 0 wome bes ater, ri art miudjull of vs. It 


S. Augufiinie, | jay, couldthus icticct \ pon Ne- 
brthiss, vs ho thall be euch able, to expietle the 
perpetuall memory, or 1Fther the cuer pretct 
1oht, and care of vs, whivi the mother of Gur 
LortGod NOW TAigOIng in fuch glory as bee 


cometh fuch grearue: hath INC? ably, IN Gvre 


tcderly, x more luely of vs, then S. Auonttizies 
Nebridis, could have of him. So mich more, 
as ſhe was made our mother heere; & fo muck 
morc, as (now that the 1> there ) the drinkes 
whole ſeas of God, tor any one crop which 
Nebridis could drink, & CO niequet Ivy, 45 the 1s 
more pertectly happy, & tri:to \rmed into that 
Abitle of charity, God himlelt; whoſe loue, & 
defire, & care of our eternall good, is infinite. 
Proceed,thertore O thou glorious Queen, 

in being glorious; raigne thou tor ener, V- 

der God atone, ouer all his creatures. Proceed, 
in being gracious to ys, thou who wort fotul 
of Grace, cuen betore ru wer made ihe mo- 
ther of God. hy toule did magnity our Lord, 


at the vitie Which thou vaueſt to S. Flitibe h, (6) The 
with c "more delight &1 107, thc eucr had bene prince cely 


coceaurd, by any,creatvre. And thou didſt the, mw muce 
ot our b. 


Lav. C 
prefled 1 5 


moſt diuinely eX :pretle his goodies to thee, in 
a miner of Court {o choice, & noble. as mw 


vel declare, that thou vvert Þorn 3 a QU1EEN: £1 106 L, the Mz: 2- 
didſt finge 2/. eontfic.ct to our Lord, for b am re- nificar, 1 
pected, &, as 1t were, © ft ay exe of j.416. 1r,tow 41d; our Lord 
thee. And how truly indeed ell t119U a> 2 o900d G:09, 

N J\ 2 1 
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as thy word therig, v hen thou laidlt that thou 
didit Magnity, or make gleat curLotd. For 
whilſt he was befto ring thoſe great fauours 
vpon thee, acco:iding tothoſc ocher words of 
thine, Fectt mals magna qur ot eftey fandii nome 
E145: On Lend Dal dough el thinys tro me, and hy p 
namcnboly. thou wot, cuen VeLy then, retur- 
ning thoſe gicat things againeto Jum; with 
thc additio ofthine owne molt humble thaks. 
So that the greater he made thee, thc more 
great and glorious te was allo made by thee. 
And betide:, how couldit thou mak him they 
no.c glotious, and mioie great, then in laying, 
that, with the caſt, as it were , but of an eve, 
he had made ſuch a mother tor himielt asthou. 
"Chis Magnificat of thine, 15 celebrated with 
diligent, ani dayly deuotion » by the holy 
Catholike Chinch, in memory of that high 
10y , Which thou had't in thy Angeiiall hart; 
when the holy Ghoſt, expretled 1t {elte, by 
that well tuned Orcan, of thy tongue. Burt 
| now, O loucraigne ] aay, tia; :l,ou art all 
) transtormeds11n Qo1 A101 1i l (163911 £ It ON. 
in a far higher tran | hou canli ior {ay any 
more, thai he but cails an eve of tanour to- 
wards thee: for now le lookes 1 po thee, With 
a tull face; and thou art abl- to [cc him, as thou 


t Corr ſcene. And ftince the more thou!celt of him, | 
- the more dolt thou allo , ſec of vs. Vouchlate | 
roimplore his me:cy rowaids the reliete we -- / 
our miſery, which thou caiifi nor burtind to | 
be extreme. Behonld vs who arechildren of | 
thy toulc, fince by Faith, wou becamſt the | 
mother 
CEC gy———_—_——— a 
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mother of all ſuch as vw "i line by Grace. 
And inte: cede thou tor v<y with that Sonns 
of thy 1acred woinbe; whote lavves thoueh 
we haue tranipretied, and wihoe Patjion, 
though we haue renewed, and Whoie giace 
though we haue quencted, by our 1wme- 
rable {t1nnes; yettor as much, a+ tro out louies, 
weaielory tor the; x that there was mercy an 
itore, tor his yery Cruciners, let 1: not be wa- 
ting to Vs, W!1O AIC Procittillg, as touknows- 
cit, ro be his {eruants. Since we fiy 1o the {an- 
ctuary of thy teere for ſuccour; ſince, with the 
molt reuerend of our thoughts , we take hold 
of that Altar, ot thy puretl womode; wherin 
the Iudge of the quicke and dead, id Mace 
the tirlt Sac:thce of himielte , to his eternall 
Father, tor the redemption of the world, dC 
fend vs, by thy prayers, O Qneene ot pirryy 
trom chat (word of Iultice, which 4 1S1tcady tO 
tall Vpon ous heads. 
Thou faialt, that all Genera aans dhonld call 
thee plejcland \weare a part of tem: & With- 
all the powers of our foules , we bleite both ; 
thee, and God tor tl heFandAve Pour our ſelves? —Þ 
to belieue, W hatſocuer e: xceljency may be al- | 
cribed to a mere creature . And vve make this 
proteſtation withall ; that fo farre we aretrg 
derogating therby from the worthip of Latrt4, "A 
which is only due to Cod, as that we know | 
not, in this world, how to do > more high 
honour, and fſeruice, tnen by of fering him tir{k 
to himlelte; and next, by honoring and nra, 
ling thee . For the greater thou azr, "hs prea! er 
NN 7 al 
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do we acknowlee+ himto be, who made thee 
what thou art, og nothing . Obtaie of that 
holy Spijtt who oucr-thadowed thee, heere, 
& which doth, as it W cre, Oucrwielmethec 
there, in that region of eternal blitle, —_—_ 
allo, ma\ be quic ned, & infpircd by 1 it: & { 
may be walking on towards hcaue, by malyX 
paces, which thy pure feete, haue traced our. 
I cannot beteech thed, to obtatne Wine 
for vs, as thou dialt tor them, of Cara, tor 
Wc want no wine, fince we arc nouriſhed 
by the milke of thy materuall loue, w/c; 
6 be:ter the theneſe 3 moet prettous wine. And we 
mar alto be incbriatca, as ottcas we hail wel 
dilpoſc or felucs, by that I aurin gcrmmns vir - 
genes; that pretious bloud 1m the budy ot thy 
Sonne 011 Lord, inthe vencrable Sacrament 
of tne Altar. Buzthe mitery 15, thatour foules 
want mouties, Wherwith toraitit:; orrather 
they arc all crainmed, will thc contpied tood 
ot delightin Cieathures prep ur blindines 1s fuck 
eli! oh the milt of p alto which OUCTErOW?s 
vs, that we lce not Whatwe eare, and imuch 


- = | o_ EE 
Jeile can we #teortre, Me {ad elvect -, Which ic 


WorkS WIEN; and among wont, iehis OINNC 
that 11 de P:114es 1 s of pu oft, 11; heau 21ly things. 
It is theitors, O — ae oft heaucin, that we 
calt ourſcluzs humbly at thy teert; that by the 
torceo of thy prayers, the merits 62 thy Sonne 
our Lo, may be applied to ys. Aud that 1o 
Our fouls 5Mmay be carucharged , Of all INteriour 
Kindges of Tons, which preile vs downe, as 
with prietous Weightes; and thy dry vs at- 
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ad Savory Teſts Chit. = $67 
ter the, in the chaines ct bitter teruitude. And 
procure thou , at length, that they may tiy 
Vp to God Rc to their true , and only place of 


relt, adoring him tor ever, and admiring thee. 


A Recapirulatzon of diucrs Motiues mich o10!1t te 
draw ys Cioſeto ihelowe tj o;rlond, 


CH A P, _99- 


Y the mercy of our Lord; we kaue parr-- 
ly tzene the ſupereminency of his I ove to 
man ,in the whole court of {1+ {acted lite and 
death; and withail we have beheid the yu- 
ſpeakeable Dignity 6 !.1+ perton, winch 15 the 
thing that ſtamps the inatke of t:ue vaiue V- 
pon all that, which he was plealed both to 
do, and {utfer for his creatures. His hart may 
be accounted as the root? ; his actions and be- 
nedtclicnsas the braunche;;and he delires,rtha 
the louc , wiich , by way of 1CUIDOULION, We 
muſt beace ro him, may be a good part of the 
truite. For although in holy Scriptue, he was 
pleaſed to call limicÞd Ut \M, and vs the 
braunches; yet his meaning clearly was that 
thoſe braunches thould not be a+ ot the barren 
fiz-tree, which he curfed;or as of that pri yr. 
Vine, With gaue him veriuyce tficed of wile, 
bu: that they ſhould be fuch , as might defertic 
to be of his planting, lince for rhe tertility and 
abundant increaſe therot , te came into the 
world, and wrought himſclte for tar cn), 
into the molt bitter ,and inomunons dratt 
Nn4 ot 
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68 the Croflc. w heerby as man, he made 
him:elte able topay, ynto himlelte, as God, 
that debr witich otherwiſe, wort not haue 
fayled r0 aray {Mal 1hind into the bottomle: Tr. 
pit of hell, and to enchaine it, tor all eternity , 
tC an \ 1Nquenchaoue hre 

Many prncipall oblightÞbns, which we 
haue to loue, withall our loule, this Lotd of 

07s , for fuchaloue, may be deriucd, and 
drawne, outot theie particuſais. Euciy mor- 
tail iinne, i an cttence, noton!y againſt rhe 
Iawv,a0l wil of God, but even agaiit thena- 

— tireande xcoll 2ney, of that infinite Maicity. 
(a) Ihe <, tha: Fre {ay One. a'mortall 


Lo 
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TUMIPTOIN GS) « 
grievouſ- - Ja 
ftinne, nocd oli al 1TH 1 "Aa! ations; & can- 
n-(lc ot F "A | 
- any one 1"): voſfibly !3e Seed 1 by rlic [ endance of 
ſingle any Oie, Or boy M2ecre creamues, though It 
mortazll ijhould latt, as long, a Gud, th be God. Let 
11L0C, vs thertore c onfiler. AnNaticcaic of lonethere 
went towaids the takiigo of fuch an inti- 
nite latista- jon to Goal : as1n Vertue Wher- 
of, not only ſome one ſingle tinne » but mil- 
lions of millions, a» ditea arged, betorc a 
® ribu aalllea +; >. . Ma S+ : | © the fo 1itt] 


colt ot mint, as tall taltantiy 7 tal T "508, 
are lnnumerable tinnes, which are commut= 
tet by ſome on? man, 1n ſome one day; and 
then to what may 'they arrine 112 his whole 
1: hu a M1 Fora le > Mili un 1510nN of his Wic- 
Lil 2CLS 20 81 LINK 019491 T3, WP { [lc im aleyr, Tx 11M.7- 
- \vhereby tlie holy 
Ghoſt, kath Hoot redio our knowledge, how 
Kteotrtuly, 8 & 18ttleily the wacked man is wot 
fo 
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end Satiour Teſus Chrift, &69 e[ 
to ſfinne. But yer, it any one fuch creature F 
thould haue comi.ced as many f111nvs, as were, 
and will be commiried by ai: mankind, bo- 
tween ihe creatlo, & columatic of ijk word, 
\W11CH al:crw ard he Q: OC TO DC liner! & 
triuy {ory tor It, Q& doth 1 ityrely CON:;ciie nt oO 
do pennance tor it. according to the ordinace 
of God and hi holy Church , with conitant 
purpole to; abliaine tom future tyme; at the 
mitant, | tay, that he conceauc: this rrue fore 
row at his hart. he ts forgiuen aſl the guilt of 
all his finnes. Andas tor rhe punithment, 1t 
may alio be ITE » if the {ortovwv hon 
bin very intenfe an pure. And in caſc it we!: 
notion very Pres: It 1+ upp licd fo fa by = 
Sacrament of Conicttion, as to make the pu- 
nithment inlteed of crernall , become tempo- 
rall. But alwayes ſuch a perſon] of a rebel 
and traytour, and child of wrath , is made | 
by one act of true Contrition, 1t 1t be true in- b 
deed, the ſervant, the Friend, the Sonnce, & , 
eucn the very ſpouſe -rnatck Nay he 1s not + 
made {» for only oncz POgtegs Quottess as ofte. 23 
wick ©] 


ten as he retu:neth cord fro tinnc to God, 
Beſs, our (b) Io: d t tOrg ith NOUN (bs Te jg 
ners , 24 NOT Lauing power Wherwith to Plu- nothing 
Bos «) J A : [ # : ""h 
FMMEN COLOMIEN INC 4 (OTC 1 OM-e butinfie P 

Deine Fledorh 10 (OrfiMSLNeM, T1307 nite lous 

agring, Ornot renicenoiing ornot Weld i1- which o- 
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liberall 
go0d acy 
of our 


Lord. 


F Of the Tove of our Lond, 
aires of the heal; He weigh:s out the 
vl 1ughts of the hart, and he deuides betwene 
tne narrow and the bones. He «d:ifer:ech not 
his par »}[!} O'1C Mic; [2:1 T1 VeELy initant 
Of OUT tru tO row i theclant Wi. 1 thacgot his 
forgiuznes. He din not reproach us pent- 
tents tor hr tint; nor dom he vpbrayd his 
friznd;, with the allegations of his tormer be- 
n2.1--,45 tne cuit»n: ot the world doth beare. 
Iris 12, w 1» muaites, and calls vs, and cuen 
w 59s v3 to his triendthip, and not we our 
ſeluzs;an | :this he doth not, tor any benctic of 
his ow.c, but only ours. 

 _ Laere'c)1s no minute of our life wher- 
in he 15 not actuilly imovarting worlds of ble(= 
fngs to vs, many wherot we know, who yet 
may be aid ro know nothing; and incompa- 
rably the greater number wherot , we neuer 
know till the next lite. Nay and even vpon 
them, who are actually at that very tyme of- 
fending , and affronting, and blaſpheming 
him, te 1s be{towing benefits, which are both 


AV icthour meaſure ,, and number . And then 


d 5:1 he preſerue the, Both in lite and health, 
an hegiues them his beaſts, and birds, and 
filh, whereon to teed , and he carries the torch 
betore them both of Sonne and Moone and ti- 
xed Starres. He doth them both exceeding 
honour, and fauour ; he howſeth them ynder 
the vault of heauen, and he giues them the 
earth tor atoote itoole, & he loades the, euen 
in that tymeof their treaſon, with the offer, of 
many ſuperexcellent and ſupernatural! guitts, 
CX- 


ct + ot w_m_ a —— an * 


and Sauiour lefus Chriff. e-r 

expecting them euery niunite to pennance; 
trough whilit he beyets and breedes good i 
thoughts in theyT harts, they do nothing but x 
brayncthem by tacir tinnes. And that which 
nay contound ys, with the admia: io of loue, 
35 to oblcrue, how , many tymes, when men 
are in the very top of their greatelt crimes, eue 
then, and very then, he 1s executing his eter- 
nall decree, of taking occation, euen by thoſe 
linnes, to giue them ſuch a degree ot grace, in 
ſuch circumitances, of tyme and place, & dif- 
polition, as may make them his owne in moſt 
particuler manner tor ever ater. I'«, yt, quibus 
gradpbudeſcendrin mferni, laich the incoparable 
S. Auguſtine:woe 75 me,uwoe 15 me by what ſteps was 1 
dropprng dorne to hell | and tic Saint ſhewed, 
thortly after, thateuen then, our B. Lord was 1 
: taking him, with the hand of mercy, ot out 

that Abylie ot danger and deftri:&tion. 

Ve may ſee, in ſome durty (6: poole (d) Note 'S 
of myre, ſome little vgly ſtick, which is rot- *his com- : 
ting it felfe away, into worſe then nothing; Parton. 4 
and we would wondgr at the great goodnes « | 
of ſome Soueraigne Monargh, 1t he ſhould | 2 
youchifate to itoop, and to foule his fingars, tor 
the taking it yp; and much more, it lie would 
make a bath of his own bloud Roy all, wher- 
10 it might ſteep, it therby he could make it fit 
againeto bea plant, and to bring fort; fruite 
in his Princely garden,to the pleafare of him- 
ſelfe, and all his Court. No rotten ſtick,in any 
durty ſtincking poole,coth come home tothe 
expicſhon cf twat filtit, and ruins, Which 

tiy- 
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v2 Of the Lowe of our Lord, 
rryumpheth in cuery foule,, which is lyable 
to the guilt of mortall tinne. And yet this 
King of heauen and earth, did abaſe humnlclte 
from his throne of Maielty, ro this Center of 
milery; and, bythe hand of his grace, raketh 
vp innumeravie {fules, Which arc FOITING NN 

{19 123 ant ne baciles them in his owne pre- 

tous bioud, ar the inftanc that they are ſorry 
forilieio tence, ard ite plants them tilt in- 
to his militant Caurch ; and then he tranſ- 

plants them, into the tryumphant, and they 

grow to forith , like ſo many beauritull rrees, 

in that Paradiſe of God, tor all eternity. 

Buttirit, in this lite, when once men 
(-) How accept of his inipirations; he 'e) giues the new 
whanely graces, & Mmeancs to acquire ineltimable eter- 
our Lord qall treaſures in ecuery moment of their liues; 
zarichetd ce ineucry moment therof they may do, or 
<0 ſay, or thinke of ſomewhat, to his greateit 
wants, glory. Eucry one of which acts, being rooted 
in his grace, wich was purchaſed by his me- 

rits, and being accompanied by his promile, 
# which lowedonly tram the tountayne of Jus 
loue. hath a diffhct degree ot glory; belon- 
ging toit, in the nextlite. Fucry one of which 
degrees ot glory, through the incitimable and 
incomprehentible excellency therof,although 
1: thould lalt bur one only minute, were mil- 
lions of tymes to be preferred, {as was touched 
once alrcady\ before all the Honours, I reaſu- 
rcs » and Pleaſures, which were, and are t0 
be pollciTed and inioyed, by all creatures from 
the creation of 444m; , to the ſecond coming, ot 


Chil} 


V . and Sawiour Teſus Chrit, & 
Chriſt our Lord. And what then thall we tay, 
oi juch a degiee of glory, as 1s to. be eternall? 
And what then, of tuch nc rab [ec degrees 
ot the ſame cternall glo11, a+ dual oactoall 
the moments ot ou Lite. 

Notonly doth our Lord give vs mea- 

nes to ſerue, and pleate Ins fuperexce<}ient Ma- 
icity; in all the moments of our montall lite, 
by Our Conzuall rrning Vp the white as I 
may ſay! ot our loues eye, to him; but he is 
cuer minittring to Vs, t© particular meanes, (f) An in- 
and occations, whe: by : and wherin we may COmpara- 
exeicile mott heroycall vertues , of þ {umility, ble mercy 
Patience, and Mercy; of Poucny, Chaſtity, tic be wel 
and Obedience; Faith, Hope and Chariy , & ' Colidered, 
all the relt. | 
Betides, it hath pleaſed our Lord to 

Janta petrtection 11 euery occation, and actio 
ot his lite. Now, by meanes heerot, how mile- 
xable ſocuer we haue binintormer tymes, ve 
may, at that inſtant ({uppoting tiiat our {tare 
be choſen well ) doe _ very thing, inthe 

molt excellent mani | ot ail others, | 
in the whole world, 15 mA acceptable and "NY 
pleaiing to ow Lord God. | 
| Againe, for g&/thole foules, which are 11 
ſtate of grace, ou; Lord doth keep. a<S1t were, 
two fcuerall bookes oi account . Ihe ONE 15 of 


(9) See 
. ho 4 ſoli;- 


CItOUt Our 


tym?, Which hath an end;the other 13ot Eter-p 1, 8 
nity which hath none. Noky w hatlocucr do- gu; 2009, . 
fects, or Vemiall tinnes, be FO: Nitted whicl : 3 > 
being Veniall, are compaiibio will "IR [at 
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$754 Of the Loue of our Lord, 
they be, our Lord, who 1s ſo rich in goodnes, 
and fo hibciall of grace, doth caſt them into the 
accompt of time, that ſo there may oncebe an 
ed of the punithment therof. Which is at Jat? 
diicharged, either by the pennance of a penz- 
rentiall tite, or elSatterward , by the paines ot 
Purgatory; both which kindes of ſatisfaction, 
are1ooted in the pretious merits of Chrilt our 
Lord. But as tor the good deeds, & words, & 
thoughts, which haue procceded trom ſuch a 
man, (though accompanicd with impeitc- 
&tions, and tiailtyes) our Lord doth lodge the 
all, in the booke of Eternity; that lo there may 
beno end of their reward. Now woe, and 
woe agayne, be tothat wretched {oule, which 
ypon this occaſion and motiue thall preſume 
to ſerve our Lord with lefle fidelity , & loue, 
and not rather, incompatably with more. 


Of the ſeuerall kinds of Lone , which our ſoules may 
exerciſetoour Lord lefus . And the whole Trea- 
1i/e u concluded, with shewing how much we lone 


otr Lord «22 gr neighbours for his ſake, 
E mult therfore ſera:, and love th's 


y blefled Lord ot ours, with all the 


loue of all our ſoules; not depriuing hum ot 
his due, by diltrafting it towards any of his 


CIH AP.} j96. 


Confeſ. 14+ creatures, bur only tor him, andin hun. For 


moſt vniuſtly, as the incomparable 5. 4gH- 
ftie fanh, dowe loue thoſe things to his dif- 
| honor, 


—— ng 


end Sautoyr Tefus Chriff. po 
honor, from whome thoſe things do all p:o- 
ceed, and by w home, it they were not picſer- 
ued , in cuery moment ot t3 me, they Would 
inſtantly periſh. 

I ſay we mult love our Loid, with a 
kind of delight , Or complacence, iciozcing 
inthe Contideration ot hs diuine excel}cces, 

and att1ibutes, ana taking guſt in the conte-= 
plation of [11 he -aury; ard in the gs ard 
wiſ:dome ct his he Is wil, which, in defpight 
of diuells and wacked ew. {hall be acc« m- 
pliſhed, and tultilled from the gieateſt of his 
workes to the talling ot any teate towards 
the ground, and the mouing of any moarte in 
the aye. Et quia necrerunt 170i faith S, Argu- Confel !, a, 
ſting, of wicked men ant in qu9 impertinm tiituns ape be 
dehoneſtauernnt , a cal:s vſque 1 nompma, 1:ſium 
\- & imeerum? Firborr could they ever hurt ule Nor 
wherim baue che» bin able to —_— , Or di (pa; ag 
thy domtmon, or gonernennt , whichis ſo entyere + 
ſt , from the very h:ghesi to the very loweſt of thy 
CYCAatures: 

We muſt (a) Joue I love Which (ag The 
may be called of Friends Cencitolence, loue of 
molt cordially deti: Ig, Q meetlantly PrCCUu- beneuoe 
ring the exaltation of his holv name, and the | lence,and 


exaltation of his eternall glory, 18 all harts  & a edship 
ſoules. fowW arcs, 
_ God. Er 


We m: 1 lone an im, witha tone © »f 2x00. 

| fite, andeniz:c Obedience, both in pertc 4. 
ly doing altatwhich he 3s pleaſed 7 n, 

and cheertulily fufering, all tharw ich hes 

pleaſed to impole For ils tuth of loue, dotia 


fot 
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&7 Df the Love of our Lord, my 
not conſiſt in only thinxing , ortalking, or 
weeping, orany {uch expreihon of the mind, 


bur in ataitiitull purſite of 1s wil, who 1: bc- 
loued , andan a lincere complying with his 
g 50d pleaſures. 
(b) The We mult Joue {b) him with a Jloue of 
louc = Y Correſpondence; obleruing his inſpirations 
+ "a \v1t!2 gieat a:tention, and an{wearing tlem 
wich great att-<ction; and being tarie trom 
giecung his holy fprit, 6 hica by moments, 
1S10[1CHIng Vs [22 ec110n, audutre nt us (er- 
m-cinmen qur poteſt, ſaich the diuine S. Augu- 
thine, let hmmihaccn and whoiche, that can- 
not, tl he will one eaie'o boſe holy mortons, & 
, ce way 'o thoſe pto (3 Mate Mymns : rrÞ;h out Lord ts 
m.ling, and mon. m the ſoules,, of ſuch as detire 
to {erue him, 11 particular manner. 
| (©) The We mult louc him with a loue; cof Co- 
Joue of Merce, not only anſwering witha gicatfacili- 
commer- ty of inclination, to hizexpretic, and knowne 
Cc- inſpirations, bur, at all ty mes, and ypon all 
occaſions , as faire as our tiailty will per- 
mit, we mult be procuring to diſpatch our 
thoughts ro df and be (\iwvcetly carc- 
full tro maintain perpetuall intercouilc, or 
tathque with him, deploring our miſeries, 
and imploring his mercies, and yenting the 
breathing , and longing Of Our harts, to be 
once well rnited, and tor cue: to be ingulied 
in him. For why , a+ S. Aujtcn faith, thould 
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 Blanual, there be a minute, wherin we may nNotoins 
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—* Pee othim  ince there 1s NO Minute, [1er4n we 
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" and Saniour Teſus Chit. 657 
our Lord doth know,that it 1+ mulery inovgh, 
for the ſoule which loues hin, to be ablent 
from him, but cucn tor a minute, and this a= 
lone ought ro make, & keep vs huble,with- 
out putting bim ype 2 kind of necetlity of per- 
mitting vs to lal into other grojje! hnnes, tor 
the punithing, & abating ot ovr ſecret pride. 

We mult love 'd' him lai, wunh a 
Joue of rotall and entiere Exchunge,cont ating 
our {clucs to him, in all the couites of our lite, 1, ,c 
with an indiſſoluble knot of loue. Loving all <-rjere 
that which he loues, & pitting all that which exchagee 
he eſteemes, and defpiſing allihat, which he 
contemnes, and abhorring all that which he 
miſlikes. In effc&t, we mult Icaue to be our 
ſclues, and we mult {triue , and grow, to be 
as ſo many little Chriſts; accordin o tothat di- 
uinec ſaying of the bleſſed Apoſtie, Vz1o ego, 141 
non ego, yu! vero in me Chriftus. 1fliue, yet now Gaiat. 24 
it is not |, but Chriſt our Loid, liveth in me. | 
For this is the telicity ot a Chriſta , to be like, 
and to live in Chriſt our Lord, and he in vs, 
by exchange, or rathg vnzougggt the will. +» 
And withour this reſem ,more or lelle, 
there is no thought ro be had, of clyming fo Roz. 9. 
high as heauen . For they who are predeſtinated to (x) 1 he 
the felicty of ravgnn'g there, are called m this life (as vnſpea 
the B. Apoſtle thowes to a great reſemblance , and Kkrabie 
conformity with the Sonne of God. _ ur-L 
But we aice not, e\worthy to liue, if we OT 
need to be either periuaced, by the obtay- _ - 
ing of promiſes, or by che declining ol puniſh- 6, wed 
ments, to become like this Lord of ours;fince l-f,s, 
| "os (20 ths 
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the ay of eXPO ſt ulation and ac It ation : 
1d poittt frcere vince mea , © nw fee? JI hat 
thus s the: which 1 haue bn, cucn abl” to do, avid 
WU I age 20t done to ibs vine of me 2 Looke 
backe (g) Clriliian Reader, vpon that, which (An a'l- 
hati.bin delivered in this Ditcewie. Looke nie ro the 
VP, t© that tncetfant egodnes . and inviic- Readers 
hle vatience of ow L, o1d God : Look downe, 

ypoi thy: Ic 6% 06 Mmiſerics, ane Innes, and 

coniider that ye, thou may ft be tuty happy, 

jt thong \i}t. Letys piocure ro be ſorry, and 

hamud when wi Fowitder wiat a deale we 

looſe tor lacke of\vit, by the loiie of ryme: 

I 11 euery MUM! wherot , We might do ercat 
£Xpl1oVis,eucn Within the Clojets of our own 

hart: andrhiclitile that we get in tne long [1-- 

ec, Which we leade in this wo1id,, for want 

clone, norwirkttanding that God 15 3ntinirly : 

| communicavle, and that, aticra fort, our ſoules = 
re 2jto infinitely c capabl?, 

AWAay orc ww th frane away with 
toffe of tyme. And as for thoſe happy foules 
whom already our 1.6 _ WI: h © 5 
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5vo Of the Loxe of our Lord, 
rity towards our neighbours , ſince they are 
"Ll the creatures whome our Lord hath loued {o 
* (©) The much, as to dye as well for the ypon a Crolle, 
| Eonder- a> he haih done for vs. A body (1) w ould 
Fall value thinke, that we ſhould need no exiortation 
- i &reward to frequent the corporall works of N:cIcy ,, as 
euenof feeding the hungry and thirſty ; cloathing 
corporall (1. axed; vititing and comforting ticke per- 
workes |; and priſoners, and the like; finceb 
of incicy* ons, and pIloners , and tNe lies NNCcDY 
his owne ſacred mouth , he hath told vs, in 
his holy Ghoſpell , that he will atiume 
men to heauen , it they thall haue done theſe 
works, and adiudge men to hell it they doe 
them not. Bur rhis blefled Lo1d of ours, doth 
yet alſigne ſuch another reaſon in that very 
place; as, t0a ſoule which hath taltcd of his 
diuine loue, is incomparably of more force 
then the former. And it 13, that he lath youch- 
ſafed ro pur his very ſelte into the perſon of 
that beggar , or diſtreſled perſon: Qued pnt ex 
Matt. 35: minis mens fectſts; mis fecrſtis; hatſo he might 
make vs happy , by his 1ecetuing, ftremour 
T . miſerable ynWorthy hands a pecce of courteſy 
(k) Spiri- and ſeruice , 1s plcaſed to apply to 
tual) his owne molt cKcellent diuine perſon. 
w Or Res And now, fince our (k) Corpoall 
of mercy ...\Hks of mercy iO our neig!.bours, are taken 
ry” = by kimfelt:, as fuck liucls rokens of our loue 
pers My ; Ha FEE. ' 2 RY 
WET more £0/hm; who all be able 10 declare, how 
I account Much mone gratetuliy he will take 1t, that vve 
F with God be caretull, and liberall in the works of mercy 
| then cor- whicha.c (ptzinAal. So much nor eratefull to 
| poral bim are uncle latter, the thoſe tormer works, 
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25 the ſpititua}l, and immorcall ſubſtance of 
the ſoule, is more valuable, then the baſe and 
dying ſubſtance of the body : Nay one ſoule, 
according to S. Chryſoitome,1s more worth thin 
the whole materiail world put togeather. 
Now the ſpirituall worke of mercy , which 1s 
exerciſed by one man towards another, In re- 
ducing ſuch as erre, in teaching ſuch as ate ig- 
noran:, and in fine, in drawing a lonle from 
wickednes of lite, to Gods ſeruice , doth pro- | 
duce, as the inſtrument of God, and by the 

helpe, and ſtrength of his holy hand, ſtrange (1) Mira- 
things in theſoule. For it deſtroyeth the king- joe win 
dome of Sinnezit intuſeth grace; it maketh that CON 
man , of an enemy and traytour, which he wrought 
was to God, to become both his Sonne , and in the 
Heire; it enricherth him with the merits of ſoule whs 
 __ Chriſt our Lord; and it makes him partake of it recur- 

| adiuine nature. Nay itis moſt certainly and net. 40 
cleerly true, that the man who couerts a (ouls, 
doth , by the goodnes of our Lord, acheiue a —_ 
more great,and gloriousenterpriſe, the Chriſt 

our Lord himſelte , wgs pleafed to do by his , : 
illuminating of the blinl For raytng ot the 
"Qcad, or, in tine, by working any other mira- 
cle, which was meerly corporall . Since ther- 
fore this worke of helping ſoules 1s fo very 
great, how immenſe mult thar[ou?, and mer- 
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cy of our B. Lord have bin, who was pleaſtd \\ingen 
to (m) enable men thereunto, and that at are - 
ſo eaſy a rate, as that, by thc ooodnes of God, done in 
It is performed many tymes, by the only ex- Gods ter- 
change of a few Words, either of countell ro Wie 
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r92 Of the Love 0:7 Lord, 
them, orinſtruction of them, or by prayer for 
them - And by thele happy inen, that 1% partly 
and daily fulfilled, winch was done in great 
meaſure, by the b'cf1-d \voitfe, when he {aid: 
Adrmpleo ene deſunt p14 Christr, pro corpore 


FTLOKE et EC it - [ w{jill thoſe things winch are 4 
waz 77 to the p afro of Clit our Lord, for 11.4! body | 
of bis, 1wbich # the Church, Not, but that the patho | 


of Chari: ov Lord, is all-ſuihcient in'at ſelte, 
for th2 edceiming, and{auing of a thouland 
wo. jd; but that which the bletied Apoſtle 
doth infinuate , 451marncting to the patron of Chr: 
onr Lord, vas the appiication thereot, by Faulh 

and Pennance (which Jall, fuppoleth alto Hope 

and Zoe) to the ſoules of Chriſtians. I his 1 
ſay, 's that when the B. Apolile imploved 
hin{elfe ; and thisis that very thing,to which 
the men of God do now attend; and this, 
:n fine, is that, whereby we way teſtity 
our Love toour Lord lefttsin a molt excetler 
manaer . And 1 begs of the faine Lord, that 
he will giue vs ſtore of grace, Wavby we muy 
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ther. pag. 3 08 
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